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His  HIGHNESS 

The  Prince  of  BOUILLON. 

Descendant  of  a great  King, 
you  will  find,  in  the  Hiftary  of 
his  Life,  a .pattern  of  the  virtues  you 
aim  at,  and  of  which,  at  your  age, 
it  is  fufficient,  perhaps,  to  have  only 
a faint  idea.  Sobieski  was  a Hero, 
before  he  was  a King : and  the  he- 
, roifm,  to  which  he  owed  his  eleva- 
tion, muft  animate  all  who  intend  to 
do  great  things. 

I am  not  ignorant,  my  Lord,  that 
your  own  family  can  furnifh  yqu  with 
models  of  every  fort;'  and  that  the 
blood  of]  the  Houfe  of  Lorrain,  which 
flows  alfo  in  your  veins,  was  always 
A 2 fruit- 
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fruitful  in  Heroes.  - 1 would  enume- 
rate the  Princes  of  Lorrain  and  Bou- 
illon, who  have  been  the  admiration 
of  Europe,  if  hiftory,  and  public  mo- 
numents did  not  proclaim  their  praife. 
Yet,  without  forgetting  their  glory,  fik 
your  attention  upon  tnat  of  Sobiefki ; 
and  you  will  learn  by  what  actions 
immortal  fame  is  acquired  among  all 
nations.  You  will  acquire  it  yourfelf 
by  cultivating  the  qualities  with  which 
nature  has  endued  your  mind.  To 
admire  great  men,  and  to  ftudy 
their  charaders,  as  you  do,  is  begin- 
ning to  imitate  them. 

J ' " ■ ■ .1 

I am,  with  great  refped. 

Your  Highnefs’s  moft  humble 
and  moft  obedient  fervant, 
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P R E FAC  E. 

Hr1  H E JHi^ory  of  ao  hereditary  and  ab- 
J folute  King  does  not  ordinarily  intereft 
our  attention  in  fo  high  a degree,  as  we  na- 
turally wife  to  have  it  interelled  in  reading 
the  actions  of  Governors  of  nations.  To  a 
King  of  this . fort,  whatever  be  his  charader, 
his  people  fubmit,  as  having  by  birth  a right 
to  command  them;  and  they  are  not  permit- 
ted to  (hew  any  marks  of  their  difeeming  be- 
tween good  government  and  bad.  If  any  con- 
vulsions happen,  they  are  generally  flight; 
and  authority,  in  the  end,  fubdues  every 
thing.  This  monotony  of  pafiive  obedience, 
which  is  beneficial  under  a good  King,  but 
ruinous  under  a bad  one,  fills  the  ftage  of 
r hiftory  with  cold,  unanimated  performers,  who 
move  and  ad  under  the  direction  of  one  prin- 
cipal ador ; and  this  principal v ador,  being 
equally  fpiritlefs  as  he  is  void  of  fear,  is  him- 
felf  incapable  of  interefting  us  in  a lively  man- 
ner. 

But  the  cafe  is  not  the  fame  with  an 
eledive  King,  who  is  raifed  to  the  throne  ei- 
ther by  his  virtues,  or  by  force.  If  by  the  for- 
mer, it  makes  a moving  fight  j if  by  the  latter, 
he  ftill  engages  our  attention  by  furmounting 
i i ob  (hides ; 
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obftacles  ; and  when  he  is  carried  to  the  fum-  . 
*nit  of  power,  he  ftandski  perpetual  need  both 
of -prudence  and  activity  to  keep  his  feat. 
The  King,  the  law , and  the  nation , are  three 
powers  inceflantly  endeavouring  to  weigh 
down  each  other,  and  it  is  difficult  to  prc- 
ferve  the  ballance  between  them.  The , na- 
tion, under  the  protection  of  the  Law,  thinks* 
fpeaks,  and  a<ft$  with  a liberty  becoming 
reafonable  beings.  The  King,  by  either  ob- 
serving, or  violating  the  law,  is  approved  or 
thwarted,  obeyed  or  difobeyed,  and  has  a 
peaceable  or  diflurbed  reign.  Of  this  fort  is 
the  Hiftory  I now  write  ; which  presents  us 
■with  a Polifh  Noble,  the  famous  Sobiejki , 
rhing  to  the  fupreme  power,  and  maintaining 
himfelf  in  it,  in  times  of  confufion  and  dif- 
trefs.  We  Shall  fee  him  adting  in  the  Army, 
the  Senate,  and  the  Diets;  and  1 Shall  de- 
scribe him  with  that  truth  of  narration,  which 
It  is  in  vain  to  look  for  in  the  hiltory  of  an 
abfolute  Monarch,  who  governs  in  the  dark» 
whereas  the  head  of  the  republic  of  Poland  adts 
always  openly.  So  that  an  Hiftorian,  without 
being  reduced  to  conjedtures,  and  by  this 
metis  impofing  upon  poflerity  after  having 
fir  ft  impofed  upon  himfelf,  has  nothing  to  do 
but  to  chufe  good  memorials;  and  the. two 
which  I have  principally  followed,  fedm  to  be 
of  this  fort. 

The  military  part  is  chiefly  taken  from  the 
manufcript  of  a French  Officer  in  the  Polifh 

fervice. 
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fervice,  named  Dupont',  wRo  being  cKief  en- 
gineer of  the  artiUery,  and  Captain  of  an  in- 
dependent comp&ny  oftwo  hundred  dragoons,, 
attended  his  Hero  in  his  campaigns.  He  re- 
lates what  he  law  with  his  own  eyes  > and  be- 
ing neither  a Pole  by  birth,  nor  a fubjeft  of 
the  Princewhofe  addons  he  records,  he  was 
likely  td  be  free  both  from  national  pre- 
jodtees,' ahd  that  blind  adoration  which  per- 
fons  frequently  pay  tb  the  mailer  under  whom 
they  were  borm 


The  political  part,  I am  indebted  for  to 
the  familiar  letters  of  Andrew  Chryfojlom  Za - 
lujkty  a Bilhop,  Senator,  and  Chancellor  of 
Poland : three  Equalities  which  placed  him 
in  the  very  center  of  bufinefs.  His  letters 
were  writ  according  as  events  happened, 
and  intended  to  be  feen  neither  by  the  public 
nor  the  Prince,  but  addrefied  to  private  friends  > 
and  frieiMkhip  knows  no  language  but  that  of 
unreferved  franknefs.  They  were  put  to  the 
profs  long  after  the  time  of  their  being  writ,: 
when  Sobiefki  was  no  more,  and  his  family 
did  not  wear  the  Crown.  I find  in  them  nei- 
ther beauty  of  fentiment,  nor  elegance  of  ftyle, 
nor  exadnefs  of  expreffion : all  that  1 fought 
for  was  truth : and  if,  with  this  firm  purpofc, 
and  fuch  guides,  I have  neverthelefs  pone  out 
of  the  way,  we  may  tear  all  our  Hilaries  in 
pieces. 


What 
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_ What  remains  to  be  obferved,  is,  that  be- 
fore I exhibit  Sobiefki  upon  the  ftage  of  Po- 
land, I have  given  a flcetch  of  Poland  itfelf. 
. This  labour  might  well  be  called  Superfluous, 
if  that  kingdom  was  as  well  known  as. Ger- 
many or  the  Low-Countries.  But  without 
foch  a fhort  defcription,  the  generality  of 
readers  would  have  had  a very  imperfedt 
idea  of  many  fads  recorded  in  the  Hiftory 
■)  of  Sobieiki,  which  relate  to  the  foil,  the  man- 
ners, and  the  government  of  that  - country. 
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A General  Sketch  of  Pol.an d. 

BEFORE  the  fixth  century  after  Chrift, 
when  the  Poles  were  yet  Sarmatians,  they 
had  no  Kings,  but  lived  without  govern- 
ment in  mountains  and  forefts,  having  no  habi- 
tations but  waggons  ; always  meditating  fome  new 
invafion  *,  bad  troops  for  foot- fervice,  but  excel- 
lent cavalry  (a).  It  is  fomething  furptifing,  that 
a barbarous  people,  without  a leader,  and  without 
laws,  lhould  ftretch  their  empire  from  the  Tanais 
to  the  Viftula,  and  from  the  Euxine  Sea  to  the 
Baltic  (b) : boundaries  prodigiously  diftant  from 

(a)  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  u cap.  79. 

( b)  Pompon.  Mela,  de  Situ  Orbis,  lib.  i# 
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each  other,  and  which  they  enlarged  ftill  further 
by  the  acquifition  of  Bohemia,  Moravia,  Silefia, 
Lufatia,  Mifnia,  Mecklenburg,  Pomerania,  and 
the  Marches  of  Brandenburg.  The  Romans,  to 
whom  fo  large  a part  of  the  world  fubmitted,  ne- 
ver penetrated  into  Sarmatia. 

This  hiftorical  paradox  fhews  what  can  be  done 
by  ftrength  of  body,  a habit  of  living  hardly,  a 
natural  love  of  liberty,  and  a favage  inftind,  which 
fupplies  the  place  of^Kings  and  laws.  The  Sar- 
matians were  called  robbers  by  civilized  nations, 
who -forgot  that  they  themfelves  had  begun  in  the 
fame  manner. 

The  Poles,  who  took  this  name  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  fixth  century,  are  far  from  having  pre- 
lerved  entire  the  inheritance  left  them  by  their  an- 
ceftors.  ’Tis  a long  time  fince  they  loft  Silefia, 
Lufatia,  great  part  of  Pomerania,  Bohemia,  and 
all  that  they  poflefled  in  Germany  ; and  they  have  . 
fince  loft  Livonia,  and  the  vaft  plains  of  the 
Ukraine.  Many  a great  empire  has,  in  like  man- 
ner, funk  under  its  own  weight. 

About  the  year  550,  Leek  formed  a defign  of 
civilizing  the  Sarmatians,  though  he  was  but  a 
Sarmatian  himfelf.  He  begun  with  cutting  down 
trees,  and  eroding  himfelf  a dwelling.  Other  huts 
were  loon  railed  round  this  model ; the  nation, 
hitherto  erratic,  became  fixed ; and  Gnefna,  the 
firft  city  of  Poland,  took  the  place  of  a foreft  (a). 
The  Sarmatians  feem  fcarce  to  have  known  what 
eagles  were,  fince  we  are  told,  that  from  their  find- 
ing feveral  nefts  of  thefe  birds  in  the  trees  which 
were  cut  down  upon  this  occafiou,  the  eagle  came 
to  be  painted  upon  the  Polifh  ftandards.  But  thele 
fierce  birds  make  their  airies  only  upon  the  tops 
of  high  rocks,  and  Gnefna  is  fituated  in  a plain. 

(a).  Martin.  C10mer.de  Orig.  Pol.  lib.  i.  c.  14. 

Leek 
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Leek  foon  drew  the  eyes  of  his  equals  upon  him* 
and  by  difplaying  talents  fit  for  government,  as 
well  as  aftion,  he  became  their  matter,  with  the 
title  of  Duke,  when  he  might  as  eafily  have'  af-  * 
fumed  that  of  King. 

From  the  time  of  this  leader,  down  to  the  pre- 
fent  age,  Poland  has  been  fuccefiively  governed  by 
other  Dukes,  by  Vaivods,  now  called  Palatines,, 
by  Kings,  Queens,  and  Queen-Regents,  with  the 
intervention  of  frequent  interregna.  Thefe  laft 
have  been  little  better  than  lb'  many  times  of  anar- 
chy. The  regents  have  always  made  Themfelv^s 
hated.  The  few  Queens  there  have  been,  •’have 
fcarce  had  time  to  Ihew  themfelves.  The  Vaivods 
have  always  been  opprefiors.  Among  the  Dukes 
and  Kings,  there  have  been  fome  great  Princes ; 
the  reft  have  been  mere  warriors  or  tyrants.  Such 
will  always  be  the  fate,  in  a great  meafure,  of 
all  the  nations  of  the  world ; becaufe  it  is  not  .the 
laws,  but  men,  that  govern.  * 

In  this  long  feries  of  ages,  the  Poles  reckon 
four  clafles  of  fovereigns.  The  heads  of  the  three 
firft  races,  are  Leek , Piajt , and  Jagellon ; the 
fourth,  which  begins  with  Henry  of  Valois , forms 
a clafs  by  itfelf,  becaufe  of  the  Crown’s  patting 
from  one  family  to  another,  without  fixing  in  any. 
There  are  many  Angularities  in  the  fucceflion  of 
thefe  four  clafles  which  are  well  worth  being 
known. 

In  the  year  750,  the  Poles  had  not  yet  examined 
the  quettion,  whether  a woman  might  govern  men. 
It  had  long  before  been  decided  in  the  Eaft,  that 
women  were  born  to  obey.  Venda  however  reigned 
in  Poland,  and  reigned  with  glory.  The  Polifli 
liiftorians  (a)  relate  (but  are  wc  obliged  to  believe 
them  ?)  that  a German  Prince  named  Ritiger , won 

% (a)  Cromer.  DIuglofs,  Hilt. .Pol.  lib.  i. 
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by  the  charms  of  this  unfeeling  beauty,  demanded 
her  for  his  wife  at  the  head  of  an  army  ; that  fhe 
offered  him  battle  ; that  the  German  troops  reiufed 
to  fight  in  a love  quarrel  j thac  Ringer  killed  him- 
felf,  and  that  Venda  threw  herfelf  into  the  V inula, 
that  fhe  might  no  more  disturb  the  peace  of  her 
filbjeds.  Whatever  becomes  of  the  truth  of  this 
ftory,  it  is  certain,  that  fhe  would  have  done  them 
greater  fervice  by  continuing  to  govern  them  well. 

From  this  time,  the  Salick  law,  or  rather  cuf- 
tom,  of  France,  was  adopted  in  Poland  •,  for  the 
two  Queens  that  reigned  there  afterwards,  Hed- 
wigia  in  1382,  and  Anne  Jagellon  in  1575,  were 
advanced  to  the  throne  only  by  accepting  the  huf- 
bands  which  were  appointed  to  fupport  them  in  fo 
exalted  a ftation.  Anne  Jagellon  was  fixty  years 
old  when  fhe  was  defied,  but  Stephen  Bat  tori,  who 
married  her  to  get  the  Crown,  thought  that  a 
Queen  was  always  young. 

' In  former  ages,  other  ways  had  been  laid 
open  to  arrive  at  royalty.  In  804,  the  Poles, 
being  embaraffed  about  the  choice  of  a Gover- 
nor, offered  their  Crown  as  a prize  to  the  belt 
runner;  a pradice  antiently  known  in  Greece, 
and  which  did  not  appear  to.  them  more  Angular 
than  to  annex  the  Crown  to  birth.  It  was  won 
by  an  obfcure  youth,  who  took  the  name  of 
Lejko  II.  The:  annals  of  that  age  fay,  that  he  re- 
tained, under  the  royal  purple,  the  modefly  and 
gentlenefs  of  his  former  fortune,  and  was  fierce  and 
audacious  only  when  he  (a)  took  the  field  againfl 
the  enemies  of  the  State. 

Almoft  all  the  Poles  maintain  that  their  Crown 
has  always  been  elective;  but  they  are  little  in- 
terefted  in  the  decifion  of  this  queliion,  becaufe 
they  enjoy  the  thing  contended  for.  If  it  was 

(a)  Kadlubek.  Hift.  Tol,  lib.  i.epift.  4. 
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to  be  decided,  by  a (eries  of  ifa&s  for  fix  or 
(even  centuries,  it  would  be  given  again  ft  them, 
fince  it  can  be  (hewn,  that,  under  the  two  firft 
clafles,  the  Crown  conftantly  pafied  from  fathers 
to  children,  except  in  cafes  of  the  entire  extinc- 
tion of  the  reigning  family.  If  the  Poles  had  at 
this  time  a power  of  chufing  their  Princes,  would 
they  haye  elected  children,  whole  riper  years  might 
prove  a curfe  as  eafily  as  %bleffing  to  their  fubje&s  ? 
it  was  much  more  natural  to  chufe  perfons  of  ex- 
perienced w.ifdom  from  the  body  of  the  Palatines. 
Would  they  have  gone  and  taken  a monk  out  of  a 
cloy  iter  to  let  him  upon  the  throne,  merely  becauie 
lie  was  of  the  blood  of  Piaft  ? And  yet  this  w$s 
the  cafe  of  Cafwrir  I.  the  fon  of  a detefted  father 
Miecijlaw  11.  and  of  a mother  ftill  more  execrable. 
Being  left  a widow,  and  Regent  of  the  kingdom,  (he 
fled  into  France  with  her  fon.  The  Polilh  am- 
bafiadors,  who  came,  five  years  after,  to  offer  him 
the  Crown,  found  him  in  the  habit  of  a monkin 
the  abbey  of  Clugny,  where  he  had  taken  the  vows, 
and  was  in  deacon’s  orders  (a).  The  ambafiadors 
heGtated  a little  at  this  Gght  •,  they  apprehended 
that  his  mind  might  be  dei»afed  by  lying  in  aihes, 
and  wearing  a hair-lhirt  f but  reflecting  that  he  was 
of  the  blood  royal,  and  that  any  King  was  better 
than  the  interregnum  which  defolated  the  kingdom, 
they,  executed  their  commiffion.  One  obftacle  was 
ftill  in  the  way  •, . Cafimir  was  bound  by  his  vows, 
and  die  holy  orders  he  had  taken  ; but  Pope  Cle- 
ment II.  removed  this  difliculty,  and  the  monk  be- 
came a King. 

It  was  not  till  the  end  of  the  fecond  clafs,  fan  sera 
which  fhall.be  taken  notice  of  hereafter)  that  heredi- 
tary right  was  abolilhed  to  make  way  for  election. 

The  form  of  government  has  alfp  had  its  revo- 
lutions. In  the  time  of  Leek  it  was  abfolute,  per- 

(a ) Dluglofs.  p.  208. 
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haps  too  much  fo ; but  the  nation  afterwards  felt 
its  own  ftrength,  Ihook  off  the  yoke  of  a fingle  go- 
vernor, and  divided  the  authority  between  twelve 
Vaivods  or  Generals,  with  a view  to  weaken  it.  But 
thefe  "Vaivods,  who  were  exalted  upon  the  ruins  of 
one  throne,  collected  its  lhattered  fragments,  and 
formed' them  into  twelve,  which  by  their  mutual 
collifions,  Ihook  the  very  foundations  of  the  ftate. 
The  whole  was  now  a fcene  of  rebellion,  fadion, 
opprelfion,  and  violence.  The  nation,  amidftthefe 
.dfeadful  agitations,  regretted  the  government  of  a 
fingle  perfon,  without  duly  refleding  on  what  they 
had  fullered  by  it : but  the  more  prudent  part  fought 
after  a man  fit  to  govern  a free  people,  and  to  re- 
firain  licentioufnefs  without  encroaching  upon  liber- 
ty. Such  a one  was  at  length  found  in  the  perfon  of 
Cracus , who  gave  his  name  to  the  city  oi  Cracow, 
which  he  founded  in  the  beginning  of  the  feventh 
century  ( a). 

The  extindion  of  his  pofierity  after  the  firft  ge- 
neration, put  the  fceptre  again  into  the  hands  of  the 
nation,  who  not  knowing  where  to  bellow  it,  had 
again  recourfe  to  the  Vaivods,  who  had  been  fo 
lately  profcribed.  Thele  laft  compleated  the  dis- 
orders introduced  by  the  firft,  ana  the  effed  of 
this  ill-formed  ariftocracy,  was  nothing  but  weak- 
nefs  and  confufion.  The  Hungarians,  who  had 
long  been  under  apprehenfions  from  Poland,  now 
refolved  upon  its  deftrudion,  and  fpread  terror  on 
all  fides  by  a fudden  invafion.  The  Poles  aflem- 
. bled,  but  could  come  to  no  refolution.  The  chiefs 
of  the  nation  were  hated  and  defpifed,  the  foldi- 
ers  had  no  confidence  in  them,  and  the  people  was 
- plunged  in  defpair.  In  the  mid  ft  of  this  corifu- 
fion,  an  obfcure  man,  of  no  credit,  conceived  a 
thought  for  faving  his  country ; and  drew  the  Hun- 

( a)  Dluglofs.  Hill.  Pol.  lib.  i.  p.  50. 
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garians  into  a narrow  pafs,  where  the  greateft  part 
of  them  was  cut  off.  Przemiflas  (that  was  his  name) , 
became  in  one  day  the  idol  of  his  countrymen  : 
and  that  wild  people,  which  had  as  yet  no  idea  of 
any  other  title  to  the  Crown  but  virtue,  placed  it 
upon  the  head  of  their  deliverer,  who  wore  it  with  vin, 
equal  glory  and  fuccefs,  by  the  name  of  Lef-  tury- 
ko  I.  (a).. 

This  reftoration  of  abfolute  power  did  not  laft 
long  without  a frelh  concuflion.  Popiel  II.  the 
fourth  Duke  from  Przemiflas,  defervedly  drew  up- 
on himfelf,  by  his  crimes,  the  fcandal  of  being  the 
laft  Prince  of  his  family.  He  abandoned  himfelf, 
without  the  leaft  remorfe,  to  a life  of  (loth,  to  the 
moft  brutal  debauchery,  to  treachery,  cruelty,  and 
poifoning ; and  his  wife  was  ftill  more  detectable 
than  himfelf  ( b ). 

This  Prince  leaving  no  children,  an  interregnum, 
or  rather  the  moft  ruinous  anarchy,  fucceeded.  The 
baftards  of  the  Ducal  family  on  one  fide,  and  the 
twelve  Palatines  on  the  other,  were  employed  in 
rending  out  of  each  other’s  hands  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment (c)  ; and  thefe  two  principal  factions  en- 
gendered a hundred  more.  Every  individual  flew 
to  arms,  and  right  was  made  to  confift  in  force 
only,  courage  in  brutal  fury,  and  fafety  in  mur- 
der j till  the  nation,  weary  of  tearing  itfelf  in  pieces, 

(a  thing  which  it  had  not  done  in  a more  uncivi- 
lized ftate)  faw  the  neceflity  of  taking  fpeedy  re- 
fuge under  the  government  of  a Angle  perfon.  The 
candidates  met  at  Crufwick,  a village  in  Cujavia; 
where  an  inhabitant  of  that  country  received  them 
in  his  ruftic  cott,  entertained  them  with  a frugal 
repaft,  and  diiplayed  a found  judgment,  an  honeft 
and  humane  heart,  abilities  fuperior  to  his  condi- 

(a)  Dluglols.  Hift.  Pol.  lib.  i.  p.  61. 

( b)  Cromer,  p.  38.  (c)  Id.  lib.  ii.  p.  39. 
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tion,  a refolute  mind,  and  a love  for  his  country, 
which  thefe  madmen  did  not  feel  in  their  pwn 
breafts.  Ambitious  men,  who  themfelves  defpair 
of  governing,  chufe  rather  to  fubmit  to  a third 
perfon,  who  has  not  entered  into  the  competition, 
than  to  obey  a rival.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  they  de- 
termined in  favour  of  virtue ; and  by  this  means, 
repaired  in  fome  meafure,  the  mifchiefs  they  had  oc- 
ix.  cen-  cartoned  by  their  conterts  for  the  throne.  Piaji 
tury'  therefore  was  chofen  King.  The  Polifh  hiftorians 
will  have  it,  that  two  angels  were  concerned  in  this 
event,  though  Poland  had  not  at  that  time  em- 
braced Chriftianity.  What  they  relate  of  the 
good'  government  of  Piaft,  is  fupported  by  better 
proofs.  . • 

The  Princes  of  his  family,  who  fucceeded  one 
another,  continually  encreafed  their  authority,  which 
evenfeemed  to  be  more  abfolute  thanever  under  Bo- 
X.  cen-  leflas  I.  Till  his  time,  the  fovereigns  of  Poland 
tury'  had  only  the  title  of  Duke.  Two  powers,  the  Em- 
peror and  the  Pope,  were  then  contending  for  the 
right  of  making  Kings.  If  either  cf  them  had  fuch 
a privilege,  the  Emperor’s  claim  fecms  rhe  faireft. 
The  diploma  of  royalty  was  ufually  purchafed  of 
him ; and  this  cuftom  has  fubfifted  a long  time,  as 
a fort  of  homage  paid  to  the  ancient  grandeur  oi  the 
Roman  Empire.  But  if  we  confider  that  nations 
are  independent  of  each  other,  they  themfelves  only 
have  a right  to  give  titles  to  their  chiefs.  The 
Pope  mifcarried  in  his  pretenfions;  and  it  was  the 
Emperor  Otho  III.  vyho,  reflecting  the  virtues  of 
Boleflas,  inverted  him  with  the  regal  dignity,  in 
his  pafiage  through  Poland  (a).  One  would  fcarce 
imagine,*  that,  with  this  inftrument  of  defpotifm, 
the  firft  Ring  of  Poland  laid  the  foundations  :of  a 
republic.  This  hero,  after  having  penetrated  into 

(a)  Cromer,  p 53.  ■ 
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the  heart  of  the  empire,  and  extended  his  conquefts 
as  far  as  the  confluence  of  the  Elbe  and  the  Sala, 
where  he  erefted  three  columns  as  monuments  of  his 
glory,  after  having  twice  fubdued  Ruflia,  begun 
at  laft  to  think  ferioufly  ; and  confidering  on  one 
lide,  that  his  enemies 'were  fubdued,  and  on  the 
other,  his  fubjedls  exhaufted  and  ruined,  and  their 
wounds  ftill  bleeding,  had  the  humanity  to  weep 
over  his  victories.  Hitherto  he  had  reigned  with- 
out a council ; but  he  now  created  one,  confiding 
of  twelve  perfons  of  diftinguifhed  merit  (a). 

The  nation,  which  had  hitherto  obeyed-  impli- 
citly, now  turning  its  eyes  towards  liberty,  d Hoo- 
vered with  pleafure  the  firft  image  of  it ; for  this 
council  might  in  time  become  a deflate.  We  have 
feen,  that  the  Poles  had  long  ago  abolifhed  monar- 
chy to  make  way  for  twelve  Vaivods  ; and  this 
tranfient  idea  of  a republic  had  never  been  entirely 
effaced.  Though  the  Polilh  Kings,  after  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  old  conftitution,  had  regularly  fuc- 
ceeded  one  another  by  hereditary  right,  yet  there 
ftill  remained  a perfuafion,  that  there  were  circum- 
ftances  in  which  the  nation  might  refume  the  crown  : 
and  it  exerted  this  right  by  depofing  Mieciflaw  III.  xn. 
a cruel,  knavifh,  avaricious  Prince,  and  an  inven-  tul> 
tor  of  new  impofuions  upon  the  people.  Inftances 
of  this  fort  were  repeated  more  than  once.  Ulad’Jlas  xiii.  ctn- 
Lajkonogiy  and  Uladijlas  Loketek,  were  forced  to  quit  turr- 
the  throne  ; and  Cajimir  IV.  would  have  had  the 
fame  fate,  if  he  had  not  thought  proper  to  change 
his  conduft  upon  the  remonftrances  of  his  fubje&s. 

It  muft  be  owned,  however,  to  the  honour  of 
the  Poles,  that  they  have  fcarce  ever  attempted  to 
depofe  any  of  their  kings,  but  fuch  as  were  incapa- 
ble of  wearing  the  crown,  or  wore  it  only  to  pp- 
prefs  their  fubje&s ; and  that  to  .deliver  themfelves 

(a)  Cromer,  p.  64. 
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they  have  never  flied  any  royal  blood,  not  even 
that  of  Boleflas  II.  This  tyrant,  after  the  taking 
of  Kiovia  ( a),  fituated  upon  the  weftern  bank  of 
the  Boryfthenes,  forgot  his  labours  and  his  glory  in 
the  arms  of  the  Ruffian  women,  and  the  army  fol- 
lowed his  example.  As  foon  as  the  news  reached 
Poland,  the  Polilh  women,  who  had  not  feen  their 
hufbands  for  eight  years,  married  their  (laves.  The 
hufbands,  upon  this  intelligence,  without  a (king 
leave  to  be  abfent,  (for  they  did  not  hope  to  obtain 
it)  returned  home.  The  (laves  had  recourfe  to 
flight,  and  the  women  to  tears.  The  hufbands  for- 
gave the  fault,  becarife  there  was  a neceffity  either 
of  punilhing,  or  of  forgiving  them  all.  The  King 
did  not  (hew  the  fame  indulgence,  but  provoked  by 
the  defertion  of  his  army,  and  forced  to  return  to 
his  dominions  fooner  than  he  intended,  he  returned 
with  a rod  of  iron.  He  forced  from  the  women 
the  wretched  produce  of  their  proditution,  in  order 
to  be  expofed  in  the  fields  \ and  by  a ridiculous  abufe 
of  the  (bvereign  power,  forbad  them  to  appear  any 
where  without  a dog  hanging  at  their  breads  (b). 
After  this,  he  let  loofe  his  vengeance  upon  the  huf- 
bands, who  had  left  their  colours  ) confifcated  the 
goods  of  the  richer  fort,  and  put  the  reft  to  death  in 
frightful  dungeons,  or  by  ignominious  public  exe- 
cutions : he  even  abandoned  himfelf  to  the  mod  ex- 
travagant debauchery,  forgetting  that  it  was  the 
crime  he  punifhed ; and  filled  up  the  tneafure  of 
his  iniquities  by  affaffinating  with  his  own  hand 
Staniflas,  bifhop  of  Cracow,  at  the  altar.  At  laft, 

X a ) This  city,  which  belongs  once  more  to  the  Mufcovites, 
was  at  that  time  very  populous  and  flourilhing  ; but  is  now  poor, 
and  fcarce  contains  between  five  and  fix  thoufand  inhabitants. 
Whenever  a Prince  dilcovers  fuch  alterations  for  the  worfe  in  his 
dominion?,  he  ought  to  enquire  into  their  caufe9,  and  prevent 
the  fame  ruin  from  extending,  as  it  may  eafily  do,  to  other  cities. 

( b)  Pallor  ab  Hirtemberg,  p.  43. 
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the  patience  of  his  fubjedts  was  exhaufted,  but  they 
contented  themfelves  with  banilhing  him. 

A nation  which  has  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  depole 
its  kings,  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  chufe  its  mate- 
rials for  ere&ing  the  edifice  of  liberty,  and  time  will 
do  the  reft.  The  prefent  conjuncture  was  favour- 
able enough  for  fuch  an  undertaking,  there  being 
fcarce  any  abfblute  fovereigns  in  Europe.  The 
nobles  in  France,  England,  Sweden,  Denmark, 
Italy,  and  Sicily,  confined  the  authority  of  their 
princes  within  very  narrow  limits.  The  Spaniards 
have  not  to  this  day  forgot  the  ancient  form  of  in- 
augurating their  kings.  “ We,  who  are  as  good 
“ aS  you,  make  you  our  King,  upon  condition  that 
“ you  will  obferve  our  laws ; otherwife,  not.” 
The  Poles  too  had  laid  fome  reftraints  upon  the  re- 
gal power;  but  this  power  being  always  ready  to 
overleap  its  bounds,  they  ftill  thought  it  too  exten- 
five ; for  their  kings  made  war  and  peace  at  their 
own  pleafure. 

In  the  fourteenth  century,  Cafimir  the  Great, 
being  impatient  to  put  an  end  to  a long  war,  made 
a treaty  of  peace,  which  the  enemy  required  to  be 
ratified  by  all  the  eftates  of  the  realm.  Being  af- 
fembled  for  this  purpofe,  they  refufed  their  concur- 
rence; and  from  this  time  were  convinced,  that  it 
was  not  impoflible  to  eftablifh  a republic,  and  at 
the  fame  time  keep  a king  (a). 

The  foundations  of  this  conflitution  were  laid 
even  before  the  death  of  Cafimir,  who  having  no 
fon,  propofed  his  nephew,  Lewis,  King  of  Hun- 
gary, for  his  fucceffor.  The  Poles  gave  their  con- 
fent,  but  it  was  upon  fuch  conditions  as  laid  heavy 
fetter  upon  abfblute  power.  They  had  attempted 
piore  than  once  to  leflen  it  by  rebellion,  but  they 
now  attacked  it  by  treaty.  Their  new  ruler  ex- 

(a)  Dluglofs.  p.  1038. 
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empted  them  from  all  contributions,  and  gave  up 
an  eftablifhed  cuftom,  by  which  the  nation  defrayed 
the  charges  of  the  court  in  all  journies.  He  enga- 
ged alfb  to  repay  his  fubjedb  all  the  expences  he 
was  forced  to  be  at,  and  even  all  the  damages  they 
fhould  fuftain  in  any  war  which  he  undertook  againft 
the  neighbouring  powers  (a).  No  conditions  are 
thought  burdenfome,  when  a crown  is  to  be  obtained, 
xiv.  cen-  Upon  thefe  terms,  Lewis  gained  his  point ; and 
«ury-  his  fubjedts  farther  obtained,  that  public  offices  and 
employments  fhould  be  given  for  life  ; that  all  ftran- 
gers  fhould  be  excluded  from  them  ; and  that  the 
government  of  forts  and  caftles  fhould  be  no  longer 
conferred  upon  fuch  nobles  as  were  fupe  rior  to  the 
reft  of  that  body,  and  had  too  much  influence  in 
the  kingdom  by  means  of  their  birth  (b).  Lewis, 
who  poflefled  two  kingdoms,  chofe  rather  to  refide 
in  Hungary,  where  he  commanded  with  abfolute 
fway,  than  in  Poland,  where  his  fubjefb  were  em- 
« ployed  in  making  laws  ; and  fent  the  Duke  of  Op- 

pelen  thither  to  govern  in  his  name.  1 he  Poles 
refented  this  appointment  of  a foreign  governor  as 
an  affront  to  their  nation,  which  implied  that  it  had 
no  ftatefmen  of  its  own  ; and  the  ftorm  was  increa- 
fing  every  moment,  when  the  King  thought  fit  to 
diffipate  it,  by  recalling  the  Duke,  and  fubftituting 
in  his  room,  with  very  extenfive  powers,  three  Po- 
- lifh  nobles,  who  were  greatly,  in  favour  with  the 
people  (c).  The  new  regents  made  their  court  to 
the  multitude  by  a foft  and  infinuating  behaviour, 
and  talked  much  of  laws  and  liberty,  and  thenecef- 
.fity  of  a counterbalance  to  the  fovereign  pow’er. 
Lewis  died  without  being  much  regretted,  though 
he  really  deferred  to  befoj  and  his  death,  which 

gave  new  vigour  to  the  republican  government, 

4 * *•  • . ; 

(a)  Dluglofs.  p.  iro2. 

(b)  Sarnie,  p.  1 1'49* 

- ( c)  Dluglofs.  p.  49. 
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opened  alio  a propped  of  farther  acquifitions.  In 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  when  he  had  no  hopes  of 
begetting  an  heir  to  the  throne,  he  pitched  upon 
his  fon-in-law  Sigifmund  to  fucceed  him,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Poles,  which  he  purchafed  by 
ceding  to  them  frefh  Privileges  (a). 

But  the  Poles  were  not  contented  with  having  in 
fume  meafure  difpofed'of  the  Crown,  by  their  con- 
fent’s  being  aiked  *,  they  were  refolved  to  ftrike  a 
decifive  blow,  by  abolifhing  the  fucceffion.  If  ei- 
ther of  Lewis’s  two  daughters  had  a right  to  the 
Crown,  it  was  undoubtedly  his  eldeft,  the  Princefs 
Mary,  wife  to  Sigifmund ; they  therefore  rejeded 
both  her  and  her  hufband,  and  gave  the  Crown  to 
Hedwigia,  the  youngeft;  upon  condition  that  Ihe 
would  take  no  hufband  but  of  their  appointing. 

Among  the  competitors  that  appeared  on  this 
occafion,  Jagellon  difplayed  the  luftre  of  the  Crown 
of  Lithuania,  which  he  promifed  to  incorporate 
with  that  of  Poland.  This  offer  was  certainly  con- 
fiderable ; but  it  would  have  been  nothing,  if  he 
had  not  fubfcribed  to  the  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment. Upon  this  condition  he  married  Hedwigia, 
and  was  declared  King. 

A republic  was  now  eftablifhed,  compofed  of 
three  eftates  ; the  King,  the  Senate,  and  the  Equef- 
trian  order.  The  King’s  portion  was  majcfty ; 
power  fell  to  the  fenate,  and  liberty  was  the  fbare 
of  the  Equeftrian  order ; an  order  including  all  the 
reft  of  the  nobility,  and  which  foon  fet  up  tribunes, 
by  the  name  of  Deputies . Thefe  deputies  reprefent 
the  whole  Equeftrian  order  in  the  general  afiemblies 
of  the  nation,  called  diets,  and  put  a flop  to  all  pro- 
ceedings there,  whenever  they  pleafe,  by  their  right 
of  Veto.  The  commonwealth  of  Rome  • had  no 
King,  but  the  Plebeians  were  reckoned  as  one  of  its 

( a ) Orlchov.  Anaal.  p.  6. 
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three  orders  : they  had  a fhare  of  the  fovereign 
power  in  common  with  the  fenate  and  the  knights, 
and  there  never  was  a greater  or  more  virtuous 
•people.  Their  confuls  at  home,  and  their  ambaf- 
fadors  abroad,  talked  in  a ftrain  of  aifurance  of  the 
inajejly  of  the  Roman  people.  Poland,  actuated  by 
different  principles,  has  placed  its  people  upon  a le- 
vel with  the  cattle  that  till  the  ground.  The  fe- 
nate, which  holds  the  balance  between  the  King 
and  liberty,  can  look  without  emotion  upon  the 
flavery  of  five  or  fix  millions  of  men,  who  were 
much  happier  of  old  when  they  were  Sarmatians. 

It  was  in  this  fame  century,  that  four  peafants, 
Meletald , Stauffacher , Waltberfurfi , and  William 
Tt ell , delivered  their  country  from  the  yoke  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria ; but  among  the  Swifs,  every  in- 
dividual was  free,  and  had  a {hare  in  making  laws ; 
and  it  Is  certainly  good  policy  to  intereft  all  the 
members  of  the  community  in  the  promotion  of  the 
public  good. 

While  the  commonwealth  of  Poland  was  yet  in 
its  infancy,  Jagellon  feemed  to  forget  upon  what 
conditions  he  reigned.  An  edidt  iffued  by  the  King 
was  found  contrary  to  the  oath  he  had  taken,  and 
the  new  republicans  hewed  it  in  pieces  with  their 
fabres  before  his  face  (a). 

Before  the  revolution,  the  Kings  of  Poland  de- 
termined concerning  peace  and  war,  made  laws, 
changed  eftablilhed  cuftoms,  repealed  old  conftitu- 
tions,  and  difpoled  of  the  public  treafure ; but  all 
thefe  privileges  were  now  transferred  to  the  no- 
bility, and  the  Kings  were  forced  to  learn  the  art 
of  bearing  contradiction. . But  the  reign  of  Sigif- 
mond  Auguftus,  was  the  asra  when  the  republican 
pride  dilplayed  itlelf. in  the  haughtieft  manner. 

0 

(a)  Okolfki,  icm.  i.  p. 
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This  Prince,  confulting  rather  his  own  inclina- 
tions, than  the  interefts  of  Poland,  had  married, 
without  the  confent  of  the  fenate,  a young  widow, 
daughter  of  George  Radziwil,  Caftellanof  Wilna. 
This  ftep  occaftoned  universal  difcontent,  which 
Stewed  itfelf  on  feveral  occafions,  but  more  particu- 
larly in  a diet  held  at  Petrikow,  where  the  King 
was  prefent.  The  Equeftrian  order,  the  Senators, 
all  cried  out,  **  That  the  King  was  the  man  of  the 
**■  nation,  ami  ought  not  to  marry  but  for  the  na- 
“ tion’s  intereft.  What  are  the  advantages,  added 
“ they,  which  we  can  promife  ourfelves  from  this 
“ union  ? If  we  permit  it,  we  lhall  perhaps  fee  our 
“ Kings,  guided  only  by  jjlind  paflion,  ally  them- 
“ felves  to  families  unworthy  of  the  throne,  orper- 
**  nrciousto  our  happinefs  (a)." 

The  whole  diet  was  for  having  the  King  himfelf 
lend  a hand  to  break  the  connexion  which  he  had 
formed ; but  his  inclination,  and  his  j udgment  equal- 
ly oppofed  this  meafure,  and  he  flood  up  in  his  turn 
to  juftify  what  he  had  done;  This  brought  on  fe- 
. veral  warm  replies,  which  the  King,  no  „ longer 
able  to  contain  his  indignation,  roughly  interrupted 
by  commanding  fubmiffion  and  filence.  A fliorc 
filence  enfued,  becaufe  the  firft.  prerogative  of  regal 
dignity  is  to  imprefs  awe  and  reverence.  While 
they  were  looking  at  each  other,  the  youngeft  Se’* 
nacor  in  the  affembly,  Raphael  Lefczinjki,  a name 
refpedfable  in  Poland,  Lorrain,;  and  France,  a fa- 
mily which  has  produced  mote  than  one  great  foul, 
Lefczinflci  arofe,  and  addrefling  himfelf  to  the  King, 
afked  him,  “ If  he  had  forgot  who  they  were  that 
**  die  prefumed  to  give  commands  to : we  are  Poles, 

added  he,  and  you  muft  be  told,  if  you  know 
“ it  not  already,  that  the  Poles  pride  themfelves  as 
“ much  upon  humbling  the  haughtinefs  of  Kings 


(a)  Stanifl.  Orichov.  p.  i486. 
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<e  who  defpife  the  laws,  as  upon  honouring  thofe 
“ that  refpedt  them.  Beware  of  fetcing  us  free 
“ from  our  oaths,  by  violating  your  own.  The 
“ King,  your  father,  liftened  to  our  counfels  ; 
“ and  it  is  our  bufinefs  to  take  care  that  you  lhall, 
“ for  the  future,  be  guided  by  the  fentiments  of 
“ a republic,  of  which  you  feem  not  to  know  that 
**  you  are  only  the  firft  citizen  (a)” 

This  fpeech,  and  the  reft,  which  are  recorded  in 
the  fequel  of  this  Hiftory,  are  not  mere  ornaments 
invented  to  embellifh  the  narration.  If  a writer 
lhould  give  us  the  opinions  of  Minifters,  as  deli- 
vered in  the  inaccefiible  cabinets  of  abfolute  Mo- 
narchs,  we  lhould  have  a right  to  alk  him,  how 
he  got  at  them  ? And  the  more  there  was  in  them 
of  that  nervous  eloquence,  which  is  the  child  of  li- 
berty alone,  the  greater  reafon  there  would  be  to 
queftion  their  authenticity.  But  in  a republican 
council,  every  thing  is  fpoke  in  the  prefence  of  the 
whole  nation,  and  even  under  its  protection  •,  and 
" • pieces  of  fpirit  are  generally  preferved. 

Y , ^ Sigifmund  Auguftus  dying  without  children,  the 
’ I5,3’  Poles  took  this  opportunity  of  guarding  their  li- 
berty with  new  bulwarks.  They  examined  into 
their  old  laws,  limited  many,  extended  fome,  and 
abolilhed  others  •,  and  after  many  debates,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  Kings  eledted  by  the  nation  lhould 
make  no  attempts  to  get  their  fucceflors  appointed  ; 
that  they  lhould  not  fo  much  as  propole  any  one 
to  the  State  for  this  purpofe,  and  conlequently 
lhould  never  alTume  the  title  of  heirs  of  the  kingdom ; 
that  they  lhould  always  have  about  them  fixteen 
perfons  by  way  of  council,  without  whofe  concur- 
rence they  lhould  neither  receive  foreign  minifters, 
nor  fend  any  to  other  Princes ; .that  they  lhould  not 
levy  new  troops,  nor  order  the  nobility  on  horfe- 

(a)  Stanifl.  Orichov.  p.  14.92. 
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back  without  the  content  of  all  the  Orders  of  the 
Republic ; that  they  fhould  admit  no  foreigners  in- 
to the  Council  of  the  Nation,  nor  confer  upon  them 
any  office,  dignity,  or  JiaroJiy ; and  laftly,  that  they 
ihould  not  marry,  without  having  firft  obtained  the 
permiffion  of  the  Senate  and  equeftrian  order  (a). 

The  whole  interregnum  was  fpent  in  contriving 
how  to  guard  againft  what  was  called  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Throve ; it  is  not  a Matter,  faid  they, 
that  we  want ; ’tis  only  a Chief.  All  the  expref- 
fions  which  were  anciently  made  ufe  of  to  defcribe 
the  regal  power,  fuch  as,  the  will  of  the  King  con- 
Jlitutes  the  Law , the  King  muft  be  obeyed  implicitely 
like  God,  King  by  the  Grace  of  God , and  others  of 
this  kind,  were  exterminated  out  of  the  public 
language  : there  were  fome  who  went  ftill  farther, 
and  aflerted  that  a,  free  People  wanted  no  King  at 
all. 

This  Republican  language  became  henceforward 
the  prevailing  ftile  in  all  Afiemblies  of  State.  Henry 
of  Valois  was  Ihocked  at  it  upon  his  arrival  in  Po- 
land, and  at  his  coronation.  The  Proteftant  reli.-year,s^4. 
gion  had  got  footing  in  the  kingdom  under  Sigif- 
mund  I.  and  it’s  progrefs  increafed  in  proportion  to 
the  violence  that  was  exercifed  againft  it.  When 
Henry  arrived  at  Cracow,  it  was  known  that  his, 
brother,  Charles  IX.  had  mafiacred  one  part  of  his 
fubjedts,  in  order  to  convert  the  other : and  it  was 
feared  that  a Prince,  who  had  been  educated  in  a 
bigotted  and  perfecuting. court,  would  import  that 
Ipirit  with  him.  It  was  refolved  therefore  to  oblige 
him  to  fwear  to  certain  articles  which  he  had  alrea- 
dy fworn  to  in  France  before  the  Ambafiadors  of 
the  Republic,  particularly  the  article  of  toleration 
which  he  had  fworn  to  in  very  vague  and  equivo- 
cal terms.  There  were.two  parties  formed  upon  . 

(a)  And.  Max.  Fredro.  pag.  81. 

C this 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  of  JOHN  SOBIESKI 
this  occafion,  the  moft  numerous  of  which  looked 
upon  the  fecond  oath  that  was  required  of  him  as 
fuperfluous.  Every  thing  was  ready  for  the  coro- 
nation, and  the  Primate  was  going  to  begin  the 
ceremony,  when  the  Palatine  of  Cracow  put  a flop 
to  all  proceeedings  by  the  following  difcourfe,  ad- 
dreffed  to  his  own  Fattion.  “ Vain  then,  it  feems, 
**  is  the  opinion  with  which  you  and  I have  flatter- 
•*  ed  ourfelves,  of  our  being  hitherto  a free  people. 
“ Our  privileges  are  openly  made  a fport  of ; and 
“ almoft  all  our  citizens  condemn  themfelves  to 
•*  eternal  flavery,  by  their  infamous  and  traiterous 
“ filence.  Let  them,  if  they  like  it,  ftoop  under 
•*  the  yoke  of  fervitude,  unworthy  as  they  are  to 
“ enjoy  liberty.  But  let  us,  my  brethren,  who 
“ have  both  our  laws  and  religion  to  defend,  fhew 
“ by  our  refolution,  or  by  our  death,  in  what  man- 
“ ner  tyranny  is  to  be  oppofed.  You  undoubtedly 
“ recollect,  continued  he,  the  unanimous  refolu- 
**  tions  of  the  whole  nation,  and  the  equitable 
“ conditions  it  was  thought  proper  to  infift  on. 
“ And  can  you  think  that  they  ought  to  be  forgot 
“ by  us,  becaufe  the  King  difclaims  and,  rejects 
“ them  ? What  a difgrace  and  fcandal  will  it  be  to 
“ us,  if  we  delay  any  longer  to  make  him  perform 
“ his  promifes  ? As  for  myfelf,  added  he,  I will 
“ fuffer  it  to  be  deferred  no  longer.  He  fhall  im- 
**  mediately  accept  the  terms  he  has  acceded  to, 
“ and  fwear  once  more  to  obferve  them ; or  from 
“ this  inftant,  1 proteft  againft  his  coronation  ( a ).” 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  eloquent  Pibrac,  it  is  un- 
certain whether  his  Coronation  would  have  taken 
place  or  notv  it  was  however  performed,  without 
his  repeating  the  oath  v but  a few  months  after, 
Oiiblinfki,  Caftellan  of  Sendomir,  was  deputed, 
with  five  others,  to  notify  to  Henry  his  approach- 

( a)  HiHory  of  the  Diets  of  Poland,  png.  51. 
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I rig  depofition,  if  he  did  not  more  punctually  dif- 
charge  the  duties  of  the  Throne  (a).  Soon  after, 
his  precipitate  flight  put  an  end  to  the  complaints 
of  the  nation  and  to  his  reign  together. 

To  thefe  fpirited  attacks,  made  at  different  times, 
it  is  owing  that  Poland  has  retained  royalty  with- 
out fearing  its  Kings.  A King  of  Poland,  at  his 
very  Coronation,  and  when  he  fwears  to  the  Patla 
Conventa , abfolves  his  fubjeCts  from  their  oath  Of 
allegiance,  in  cafe  he  violates  the  laws  of  the  Re- 
public. % 

The  legiflative  powef  belongs  eflentially  to  the 
Diet,  which  the  King  is  obliged  to  call  together 
every  two  years,  and  in  cafe  of  his  failure,  the  Re- 
public has  a right  to  aflemble  by  its  Own  autho- 
rity : a regulation  wifely  contrived,  and  which  fnight 
perhaps  be  advantageoufly  adopted  by  the  great  Re- 
public of  Chriftendom.  The  little  Diets  or  Die- 
tines  of  every  Palatine  precede  the  great  one ; and 
in  thefe  they  prepare  the  matters  that  are  to  be  dif- 
cufled  in  the  General  Afiembly,  and  eleCt  the  Re- 
prefentatives  of  the  Equeftrian  order,  out  of  which 
Is  compofed  the  Chamber  of  Deputies.  Thfc  per- 
fons  of  thefe  Deputies  or  Tribunes  is  fo  facted,  that 
in  the  reign  of  Auguftus  II.  a Saxon  colonel  hav- 
ing given  one  of  them  a flight  wound  in  revengd 
for  an  infult  that  he  had  received  from  him,  was 
condemned  to  death  and  executed,  notwithstanding 
all  the  protection  the  King  could  give  him.  The 
Only  favour  he  could  obtain  was  to  be  (hot  to 
death;  inftead  of  dying  by  the  hands  of  an  execu* 
tioner. 

The  old  caftle  of  Warfaw,  in  which  the  Kings 
of  Poland  formerly  refided,  is  the  place  where  the 
Diet  meets.  Ih  order  to  form  an  idea  of  the  fe- 
nate,  which  is  the  foul  of  this  body,  we  muft  caft 

(a)  Reinh  Heidenft.  p.  67. 
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our  eyes  upon  the  Bifhops,  Palatines,  and  Cartel* 
Ians.  The  two  latter  of  thefe  dignities  are  left 
known  than  the  former.  A Palatine  is  the  chief  of 
the  Nobility  within  his  own  Palatinate  prefides  at 
all  their  afiemblies,  leads  them  to  the  field  of  elec- 
tion when  a King  is  to  be  chofe,  and  to  the  field 
of  battle,  when  the  Pofpolite  or  Arriere-Ban'  (a)  is  af- 
fembled.  He  has  alfo  a right  to  fix  the  price  of 
commodities,  and  to  regulate  weights  and  meafures: 
in  fhort,  he  is  a governor  of  a'  Province.  A Cas- 
tellan enjoys  the  fame  privileges  within  his  own 
diftridt,  which  always  makes  part  of  a Palatinate  ; 
he  reprefents  the  Palatine  in  his  abfence.  The 
Caftellans  were  formerly  governors  of  the  ftrong 
caftles  and  royal  cities  ; but  thefe  governments  are 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  Starojls , who  alfo  ^dminifter 
juftice  either  in  their  own  Perfons,  or  by  their  de- 
puties. One  admirable  inftitution  is  a regifter  lodg- 
ed in  the  hands  of  the  Starorts,  containing  an  ac- 
count of  all  the  eftates  in  the  diftridt,  whether  free 
or  mortgaged ; and  by  this  means,  a purchafer  is 
fure  of  having  a good  title. 

The  Staroft  of  Samogitia  is  the  only  one  who  has 
a feat  in  the  Senate ; but  there  are  in  it  two  Arch- 
bifhops,  fifteen  Bifhops,  thirty  three  Palatines,  and 
eighty  five  Caftellans,  in  all  a hundred  and  thirty 
fix.  • 

The  minifters  of  ftate  have  a feat  in  the  Senate, 
without  being  Senators  : they  are  in  number  ten, 
two  of  each  denomination,  by  reafon  of  the  union 
of  the  two  States. 

The  Grand- marfhal  of  the  Crown. 

The  Grand-marfhal  of  Lithuania. 


(a)  - Arriere  Ban,  in  the  French  cuftoms,  is  a general  pro- 
clamation, whereby  the  King  fummons  to  the  war  all  that  hold 
of  him ; both  his  Vaffals,  i.  e.  the  Nobleffe,  and  the  Vafials  of 
his  Vaffals.  Chambers's  Diction. 

It  lignilies  alfo  the  perfons  thus  affembled. 
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The  Grand  chancellor  of  the  Crown. 

The  Grand-chancellor  of  Lithuania. 

The  Vice-chancellor  of  the  Crown. 

The  Vice-chancellor  of  Lithuania. 

The  Grand- treafurer  of  the  Crown. 

The  Grand-treafurer  of  Lithuania. 

The  Marfhal  of  the  Court  of  Poland. 

The  Marfhal  of  the  Court  of  Lithuania. 

The  Grand- marfhal  is  the  third  perfon  in  the 
Kingdom,  having  only  the  King  and  the  Primate 
above  him.  As  matter  of  the  Palace,  he  appoints 
ambaffadors  their  days  of  audience ; and  exercifes 
an  almoft  abfolute  authority  in  the  Court,  and  for 
three  leagues  round  it.  He  provides  for  the  fafety 
of  the  King’s  perfon,  and  the  prefervation  of  the 
public  peace : he  takes  cognizance  of  all  crimes 
within  his  Diftrift,  and  judges  without  appeal,  nor 
can  his  fentences  be  reverfed  but  by  the  whole  bo- 
dy of  the  Nation.  ’Tis  alfo  his  bufinefs  to  aflem- 
ble  the  Senate,  and  to  keep  in  order  thofe  who 
would  difturb  it ; for  which  purpofes  he  has  always 
a body  of  troops  at  his  command. 

The  Marfhal  of  the  Court  can  exercife  no  jurif- 
di&ion  but  in  the  abfence  of  the  Grand-marfhal. 

The  Grand- chancellor  is  keeper  of  the  Great 
Seal,  as  the  Vice-chancellor  is  of  the  Privy  Seal. 
One  of  them  is  always  a Bifhop,  with  ajurifdic- 
tion  in  ecclefiaftical  matters  ; and  all  anfwers  given 
in  the  King’s  name  upon  public  occafions,  muft  be 
given  by  one  of  thefe  two  officers,  either  in  Polifh 
or  Latin,  as  the  occafion  requires.  It  is  fomething 
Angular,  that  the  language  of  the  Romans,  who 
never  got  footing  in  Poland,  fhould  at  this  time  be 
fo  commonly  fpoke  in  that  kingdom ; for  every 
one,  down  to  the  very  fervants,  fpeaks  Latin. 

The  Grand-treafurer  is  entrufted  with  the  revenues 
of  the  Republic  : the  Poles  being  very  careful  not  to 
leave  this  money,  which  was  called  by  the  Romans 
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Treafure  of  the  People,  Mrarium  Populi,  at  the  dif- 
pofal  of  the  King.  A vote  of  the  whole  Nation, 
or  at  leaft  a Senatus-confultum , directs  how  it  lhal 
be  employed ; and  the  Grand-treafurer  is  account- 
able to  the  Nation  only. 

There  is  verf  little  refemblance  between  thele 
minifters  and  thofe  of  other  courts.  They  are  ap- 
pointed indeed  by  the  King,  but  the  Republic  only 
can  turn  them  out.  Neverthelefs,  as  they  are  con- 
nected with  the  Crown,  which  is  the  fource  of  all 
favours,  and  as  they  are  men,  the  Republic  has  not 
thought  fit  to  allow  them  a deliberative  vote  in  the 
Senate. 

The  title  given  to  the  Senators  is  that  of  Excel- 
lence j they  claim  alfo  that  of  my  Lord ; and  it  is 
given  them  by  their  fervants,  their  (laves,  and  the 
poor  nobility. 

The  firft  man  in  the  Senate  is  the  Arch-bifhop 
ofGnefna,  who  is  alfo  called  the  Great  Arch-bi- 
(hop,  but  more  commonly  the  Primate.  This  dig- 
nity was  formerly  accompanied  with  great  power, 
and  great  abufes  of  power,  all  over  Europe.  It 
was  a Primate  of  Sweden,  the  Arch-biihop  of  Up- 
fal,  who  caufed  the  whole  Senate  of  Stockholm  to 
be  mafiacred  at  an  entertainment,  upon  a pretence 
that  they  were  excommunicated  by  the  Pope  ; which 
made  the  Swedes  refolve  to  have  nothing  more  to  do 
with  either  Primate  or  Pope.  It  was  a Primate  of 
England,  Arch-bifhop  Cranmer,  who  by  annulling 
the  marriage  between  Henry  VIII.  and  Catharine 
of  Arragon,  broke  off,  in  concert  with  his  matter, 
all  connexions  between  Rome  and  England.  One 
of  the  greateft  obftacles  that  the  Czar  Peter  had  tQ 
encounter  in  the  execution  of  his  great  defigns, 
was  the  enormous  power  of  the  Patriarch  or  Pri- 
mate •,  he  therefore  abolifhed  the  office.  In  France, 
this  dignity  is  divided  among  feveral  perfons,  who 
gre  always  contefting  it  with  one  another,  and  there- 
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fore  its  power  is  diminiflied.  In  Poland  it  fubfifts 
to  this  hour  in  all  its  ftrength. 

The  Primate,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  is  Legate 
of  the  Holy  See,  and  cenfor  of  the  Kings  of  Po- 
land : he  is  himielf  in  fome  meafure  a King  in  eve- 
ry vacancy  of  the  Throne,  during  which  he  takes 
the  name  of  Interrex : and  the  honours  he  receives 
are  proportioned  to  the  dignity  of  his  ftation. 
Whenever  he  goes  to  the  King,  he  is  efcorted  thi- 
ther with  great  ceremony,  and  the  King  advances 
to  receive  him.  He  has  a Marfhal  and  a Chancel- 
lor, like  the  King,  a numerous  guard  of  horle, 
with  a kettle-drummer  and  trumpeters,  who  play 
while  he  is  at  table,  and  found  the  morning  and 
evening  march  in  his  palace.  He  has  the  titles  of 
Higbnefs  and  Prince ; but  among  all  the  great  pri- 
vileges of  his  office,  the  mod  ufeful  to  the  ftate  is 
the  Cenforlhip,  which  he  never  exercifes  but  with 
applaufe.  If  the  King  governs  ill,  the  Primate  has 
a right  to  make  all  proper  remonftrances  to  him  in 
private.  If  the  King  perfifts  in  his  bad  meafures, 
*tis  in  full  fenate  or  in  the  diet  that  the  Primate  arms 
himfelf  with  all  the  power  of  the  laws  to  reclaim 
him ; and  the  mifchief  is  generally  put  a flop  to. 
But  if  the  King  fhould  prove  more  powerful  than 
the  laws  (a  thing  which  is  extremely  difficult  in  Po- 
land) the  thread  of  oppreffion  is  infallibly  broke  at 
his  death,  without  palling  into  the  hands  of  his  fuc- 
ceffor ; for  an  interregnum  always  takes  care  to 
cut  it. 

When  the  Diet  is  not  fitting,  the  fprings  of  go- 
vernment are  kept  in  motion  by  the  Senate,  under 
the  infpeftion  of  the  King  •,  but  the  King  can  nei- 
ther by  authority  nor  violence  over-rule  their  fuffra- 
ges.  The  liberty  they  poflefs  is  vifible  even  in  their 
outward  forms ; for  the  Senators  are  feated  in  arm-  • 
chairs,  and  as  foon  as  the  King  is  covered,  they 
follow  his  example.  However,  the  decrees  of  the 
C 4 Senate 
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Senate,  when  the  Diet  is  not  fitting,  arc  only  pro- 
vifional : but  when  the  Diet  is  affembled,  the  Se- 
nate, together  with  the  King  and  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies,  has  a legiflative  power. 

This  Chamber  of  Deputies  would  exa&ly  refem- 
ble  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  England,  if,  inftead 
of  reprefenting  the  nobility,  it  reprefented  the  body 
of  the  people.  At  its  head  is  placed  an  officer  of 
great  weight,  but  whofe  pod  is  only  temporary. 
He  has  commonly  great  influence  in  the  refoluti- 
ons  of  the  houfe  ; which  it  is  his  buflnefs  to  carry 
up  to  the  Senate,  and  bring  back  thofe  of  the  Se- 
nators. He  is  called  Marjhal  of  the  Diet , or  Mar- 
Jhal  of  the  Deputies.  His  importance  at  Warlaw 
is  greater  than  that  of  the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  at  London,  and  equal  to  that  of  a Tri- 
bune of  the  people  at  Rome  j and  as  a Patrician  at 
Rome  could  not  be  a Tribune,  fo  this  Tribune  of 
the  Tribunes  muft  be  chofe  out  of  the  Equeftrian 
order,  and  not  out  of  the  Senate. 

When  the  Diet  is  aflembled,  all  the  doors  are 
left  open  to  every  one,  becaufe  it  meets  to  deliber- 
ate upon  the  public  good.  Perfons,  who  go  there 
out  of  mere  curiofity,  are  (truck  with  the  grandeur 
of  the  Ipedtacle.  The  King  feated  on  an  elevated 
throne,  the  fteps  of  which  are  decorated  with  the 
great  officers  of  the  crown : the  Primate  almoft 
vying  in  magnificence  with  the  King  : the  Senators 
forming  two  venerable  rows  ; the  Minifters  of  State 
over  againft  the  King : the  Deputies,  more  numer-. 
©us  than  the  Senators,  difpofed  round  about  them, 
and  all  (landing  s the  foreign  Ambafiadors  and  the 
Pope’s  Nuncio  have  alfo  a place  allotted  them,  but 
the  Diet  may  make  them  retire,  whenever  it  thinks 
proper. 

The  firft  thing  done  in  a diet,  is  always  to  read 
the  Taft  a Conventa , containing  the  obligations  which 
the  King  has  entered  into  with  his  people ; and  if  he 
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has  failed  in  any  particular,  every  member  of  the 
afiembly  has  a right  to  infill  upon  its  being  better  ob- 
ferved  for  the  future. 

In  the  other  fittings,  which  are  of  fix  weeks  conti- 
nuance, the  ufual  duration  of  a diet,  are  fettled  all  the 
concerns  of  the  nation;  fuch  as,  the  nomination  to 
vacant  dignities,  the  dilpofal  of  the  crown  lands  to 
fuch  as  have  ferved  long  in . the  army  with  difbinc- 
tion,  the  palling  the  grand-treafurer’s.accompts,  the 
diminution  or  augmentation  of  taxes  as  circumltances 
require,  the  negotiations  with  which  the  ambailadors 
of  the  republic  have  been  entrufted,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  have  executed  their  commiflions;  the 
alliances  to  be  formed  or  broke,  the  making  of 
peace  and  war,  the  abrogating  or  palling  laws,  the 
ftrengthening  of  public  liberty,  and,  in  Ihort,  every 
thing  that  concerns  the  nation. 

The  laft  five  days,  called  the  great  days,  are  let 
apart  for  uniting  all  the  votes.  Every  decree,  to 
have  the  force  of  a law,  mull  be  ratified  by  the  un- 
animous confent  of  all  the  three  orders ; the  oppofi- 
tion  of  a fingle  deputy  undoes  every  thing. 

This  privilege  of  the  deputies  is  a Unking  inllance 
of  the  revolutions  of  the  human  mind.  There  was 
no  fuch  privilege  exilting  in  the  year  1652,  when 
Sicinki , deputy  of  Upita,  firll  made  ufe  of  it.  • His 
claim  was  univerfally  oppofed,  fay  the  hillorians  of 
that  time ; he  was  loaded  with  Curfes,  and  efeaped 
the  fabres  of  his  countrymen,  to  die,  as  the  report 
goes,  by  a fialh  of  lightning  that  fame  year.  At 
prefent,  this  very  privilege  is  confidered  as  the  moll 
lacred  inftitution  in  the  commonwealth ; and  a fure 
way  of  being  torn  in  pieces  would  be  to  propofe  it’s 
abolition. 

There  is  no  ppffibility  of  denying,  that,  if  it  fome- 
times  does  good,  it  does  upon  the  whole  much  more 
mifehief.  A fingle'  deputy  may,  not  only  annul  a 
good  decree,  but  if  he  has  a quarrel  with  all,  he 
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has  nothing  to  do  but  to  make  a proteft  and  leave 
the  afiembly,  and  the  diet  is  inftantly  diffolvcd.  It 
fometimes  happens,  that  they  do  not  wait  till  a 
diet  is  formed,  before  they  meditate  it’s  difiolu- 
tion.  The  moft  frivolous  pretence  becomes  fre- 
quently a formidable  weapon.  In  1752,  the  depu- 
ties of  the  Palatinate  of  Kiovia,  were  ordered  by 
their  condiments  to  require  of  the  King,  above  all 
things,  the  extirpation  of  the  free-mafons9  a fociety 
which  terrifies  none  but  credulous  perfbns,  and  had 
done  nothing  to  diitinguifh  themfelves  in  Poland. 

The  remedy  againft  thefe  diffolutions  of  the  diet  is 
a confederacy,  in  which  matters  are  decided  by  a ma- 
jority of  votes,  without  paying  any  regard  to  the  pro- 
tefts  of  the  deputies;  and  one  confederacy  is  fre- 
quently formed  againft  another.  The  a&s  of  thefe 
confederacies  muft  afterwards  be  ratified  or  annulled 
by  a general  diet.  All  this  muft  needs  occafion  great 
convulfions  in  the  ftate,  efpecially  if  the  army  comes 
to  meddle  in  the  difpute. 

The  affairs  of  private  perfons  are  decided  in  a 
much  better  manner.  A majority  of  voices  al- 
ways determines  the  caufe,  but  there  are  no  fixed 
judges.  The  nobility  appoints  annually,  a certain 
number  to  form  two  tribunals,  one  at  Petrikow,  the 
other  at  Lublin,  the  former  for  Greats  the  latter  for 
Little  Poland.  The  great  dutchy  of  Lithuania  has 
alfo  its  own  tribunal.  Juftice  is  adminiftered  in  a 
fummary  manner,  as  it  is  in  Alia.  No  fuch  thing 
as  attornies,  or  forms  of  law,  only  a few  advo- 
cates, called  jttrifts-,  or  the  parties  may  plead  their 
own  caufe.  What  is  ftill  better,  juftice  is  adminif- 
tered without  any  expence,  and  confequently  the 
poor  can  obtain  it.  T hefe  courts  are  fupreme  in  the 
proper  fenfe ; for  the  King  can  neither  prevent  their 
trying  a caufe  by  taking  the  cognizance  of  it  out  of 
their  hands,  nor  reverfe  their  fentences. 

All 
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AH  crimes  of  trcafon,  or  of  ftate,  are  judged  in 
foil  (Her,  'where  the  maxim,  that  the  church  abhors 
blood,  does  not  aflfeft  the  Polifh  bifhops.  By  a Bull 
ef  Clement  VIII.  they  are  permitted  to  advife  war, 
to  give  their  vote  for  capital  punifhments,  and  to 
fign  warrants  of  execution. 

Another  thing  which  is  feen  no  where  elfe,  is,  that 
the  lame  men,  who.  deliberate  in  the  fenate,  make 
laws  in  the  diet,  and  try  caufes  upon  the  bench,  aft 
aho  as  officers  in  the  army.  We  may  fee  by  this, 
that  in  Poland  the  long  robe  and  the  fword  are  not 
confidered  as  incompatible  profeflions. 

The  nobility,  having  feized  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment, and  all  the  honours  and  emoluments  of  the 
ftate,  have  thought  themfelves  obliged  to  defend  it 
too,  and  to  leave  all  the  reft  of  the  nation  to  cultivate 
the  lands.  Poland  is  at  prefent  the  only  country  in 
the  world,  whole  whole  cavalry  is  made  up  of  gentle- 
men, of  which  the  grand  dutchy  of  Lithuania  fur- 
nilhes  a fourth  part ; and  in  this  cavalry  confifts  the 
chief  ftrengthof  the  ftate,  for  the  infantry  is  fcarce rec- 
koned as  any  thing.  It  is  divided  into  huffars  and 
fancernes , both  included  under  the  general  name  of 
towarisz , which  fignifies  comrades , an  appellation 
always  given  them  by  the  generals,  and  even  by  the 
King  himfelf.  A fingle  word  often  produces  great 
effefts. 

The  huflars  are  compofed  of  the  flower  of  the 
nobility,  who  are  obliged  to  pals  through  this  fer- 
vice  in  their  way  to  employments  and  dignities.  All 
Europe  cannot  produce  a body  of  horfe  equal  to  this 
in  beauty.  The  Poles-  are  naturally  large  and  well 
made.  Let  any  one  then  form  an  idea  of  a horfe- 
man  of  advantageous  ftature,  covered  with  an  em- 
bellilhed  cuirafs,  a helmet  on  his  head,  a panther’s 
fkin  with  the  muzzle  fattened  upon  the  fore  part  of 
the  left  Ihoulder,  and  coming  round  behind  to  the 
right  thigh,  a gilded  lance  fourteen  or  fifteen  feet 
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long,  with  a ftreamer  hanging  at  it’s  point  to 
frighten  the  enemy’s  horfe ; a pair  of  piftols  and  two 
fabres,  one  at  his  fide,  and  the  other  under  his. 
right  thigh,  fattened  along  the  faddle.  Armed  in- 
this  manner,  he  is  mounted  upon  a fine  horfe,  the 
furniture  of  which  is  ornamented  With  plates  of  ena- 
melled gold,  and  frequently  with  jewels.  One  of 
them  was  once  prefented  to  Lewis  XlV.who  admired 
his  fine  appearance. 

Ever  fince  the  reign  of  Sobiefki,  the  lancfe  has 
been  aboliffied  to  make  way  for  the  mufketoon,  juft: 
as  the  pike  formerly  difappeared  from  among  the 
European  infantry.  The  pike  however  was  the 
weapon  of  the  Macedonian  phalanx  j and  Marlhal 
Saxe,  in  his  Reveries , or  Dreams,  laments  it’s  not 
being  in  ufe  for  the  legion  which  he  propofed  to 
eftablifli.  It  will  be  objected,  that  this  was  one  of 
his  dreams : true  ; but  the  dreams  of  a great  man 
are  worth  more  than  the  waking  thoughts  of  an  or- 
dinary perfon. 

The  pancernes,  compofed  alfo  of  nobles,  differ 
from  the  hufiars  only  in  having  a coat  of  mail,  in- 
ftead  of  a cuirafs  j and  their  genealogy  is  not  feruti- 
nized  with  fo  much  rigour.  They  are  not  formed  f 
into  regiments,  but  into  companies  of  two  hundred 
jnen  each,  belonging  to  the  grandees  of  the  king- 
dom, not  excepting  even  the  biffiops,  who,  as  they 
do  not  ferve  themfelves,  give  great  pay  to  their  lieu- 
tenants. 

This  army,  or  rather  thefe  two  armies,  the  Polifh 
and  the  Lithuanian,  have  each  their  Grand-General, 
independent  on  one  another.  It  has  been  already 
obferved,  that  the  office  of  Grand-Marffial  is  firft  in 
dignity  after  the  primacy ; but  the  Grand  General  is 
fup'  rior  in  power,  being  unconfined  by  almoft  any 
bounds  but  what  he  preferibes  to  himfelf.  At  the 
opening  of  the  campaign,  the  King  holds  a council 
with  the  fenators  and  chief  officers  of  the  army,  con- 
cerning 
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cemingthe  operations  of  the  war,  and  from  that  mo- 
ment the  Grand-General  executes  as  he  think  fit. 
He  aiFembles  the  troops,  regulates  their  march, 
gives  battle,  diftributes  rewards  and  punifhments, 
promotes,  diminifties,  and  cuts  off  heads,  all  with- 
out being  accountable  to  any  but  the  republic  in  full 
diet.  The  ancient  Conftables  of.  France,  whofe 
power  has  given  umbrage  to  the  throne  itfelf,  wer* 
not  near  io  abfolute;  and  this  great  authority  is 
fufpended  only  when  the  King  commands  in  perfon. 

The  two  armies  have  alfo  each  of  them  a General, 
whole  functions  are  confined  to  the  field,  called  the 
Petty-General,  who  has  no  authority  but  what  the 
Grand-General  chufes  to  give  him,,  and  who  fup- 
plies  his  abfence.  A third  officer  of  note  is  the  Stra- 
genik , who  commands  the  van. 

There  is  alfo  kept  up  in  Poland  a third  body  of 
troops,  confiding  of  foot  and  dragoons,  the  inditu- 
tion  of  which  is  of  no  great  antiquity.  It  is  called 
the  foreign  army,  and  made  up  almod  entirely  of 
Germans.  When  the  whole  is  complete,  which  fel- 
dom  happens,  the  ordinary  defence  of  Poland  is 
about  forty  eight  thoufand  men. 

A fourth  army,  the  mod  numerous  and  the  mod 
ufelefsof  all,  is  the  pofpolite.  In  cafe  of  neceffity,  more 
than  a hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  gentlemen  would 
mount  their  horfes,  in  order  to  fubmit  only  to  fuch 
difcipline  as  they  liked ; to  mutiny,  if  they  were  de- 
tained more  than  fifteen  days  in  the  place  appointed 
them  to  meet  in,  without  marching ; and  to  refufe 
to  ferve,  if  it  Ihould  be  necefiary  to  pafs  the  fron- 
tiers. 

As  all  the  wars  which  I lhall  have  to  defcribe,  both 
under  the  generallhip  and  the  reign  of  Sobielki,  were 
chiefly  carried  on  agaiftd  the  Turks  and  Tartars,  it 
will  be  necefiary  to  take  a Ihort  view  of  thefe  two 
nations,  confidered  only  in  their  military  capacity. 
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The  Tartars,  thofe  furious  conquerors,  descended 
from  the  ancient  Scythians,  who,  under  their  leader, 
Genzis-Kan,  broke  out  like  a torrent  from  the  north 
of  Alia,  to  over-run  the  milder  climates  of  China, 
Indoftan,  and  Perfia,  containing  more  than  eighteen 
hundred  leagues  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  more  than  a 
thouland  from  north  to  fouth,  did  not  every  where 
incorporate  themfelves  with  the  nations  they  fubdued. 
Several  of  their  birds  or  tribes  chofe  to  live  by  them- 
felves, and  retain  their  ancient  manners.  Towards 
the  north  of  th*  Black  Sea,  there  is  a large  penin- 
fula,  anciently  known  by  the  name  of  the  Tauric 
Cherlbnefe,  where  the  Greeks  extended  their  arms  and 
their  commerce,  and  abolilhed  the  impious  facrificei 
of  the  famous  temple  of  Diana,  where  it  was  com- 
mon to  lee  the  ikulls  of  human  viftims  hung  Up  as 
trophies.  This  peninfula  is  now  called  Crim,  and  in 
it’s  neighbourhood  lies  Budziac,  formerly  BeJJardbis, 
and  Nogay. 

The  Tartars,  who  inhabit  thefe  countries,  have 
of  all  the  Tartars  mo  ft  to  do  with  the  prefent  hiftOry 
of  Europe,  and  particularly  with  that  of  Poland,  by 
reafon  of  their  vicinity.  They  live  under  a Prince, 
called  by  us  Cham,  but  in  the  eaft  Ham,  that  is, 
judge,  which  was  the  original  employment  Of 
Kings.  His  genealogy  would  dazzle  any  one  but  a 
Tartar,1  who  values  no  nobility  but  fuch  as  is  J>ef- 
fonal.  The  Cham  is  defcended  from  Geniis-Kan, 
the  greateft  conqueror  that  ever  exifted,  by,  his 
grandion  Batoucan. 

The  features  and  the  manners  of  the  ancient  Scy- 
thians are  to  this  day  difcoverable  in  the  Tartars. 
They  are  of  a fquat  figure,  have  broad  fhoulders, 
Ihort  necks,  large'  heads,  fiat  and  almoft  round 
faces,  little  pig’s  eyes,  flat  nofeS,  olive-coloured 
complexions,  coarfe  black  hair,  and  very  little  beard. 
They  were  probably  ftill  more  hideous  in  the  time  of 
Alexander  the  great ; fince  Parmenio  took  notice  to 
8 the 
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the  King  of  their  monftrous  deformity  the  evening 
before  the  battle  of  Arbela,  and  advifed  him  to  at- 
tack them  in  the  night,  left  the  Macedonians  (hould 
be  frighted  by  it  in  the  day-time  ( a).  But  they  feem 
to  have  been  familiarized  with  their  figure,  when 
they  went  in  queft  of  the  Scythians  into  their  own 
country,  upon  the  banks  of  the  Tanais,  now  called 
theDon  (b.)  The  fame  arms  which  the  Scythians  had, 
are  now  ufed  by  the  Tartars,  the  arrow,  the  javelin, 
and  the  fcymetar : they  fight  alfo  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, never  on  foot,  always  on  horfeback.  Every 
Tartar  has  at  leaft  three  horfes;  and  if  that  which 
he  rides  is  tired  or  wounded,  he  leaps  upon  another 
without  Hopping  his  pace.  He  takes  care  to  cut  the 
cartilage  which  feparates  the  noftrils,  in  order  to  fa- 
cilitate refpifation.  Twenty  or  thirty  leagues,  with- 
out drawing  bit,  is  not  too  much  either  for  the  rider 
or  the  horie ; and  yet  they  both  live  upon  very 
little.  The  Tartar’s  drink  is  pure  water,  or,  by  way 
of  dainty,  fermented  milk  j his  food,  the  flour  of 
millet,  or  powdered  horfe-flelh ; (when  it  is  frefh,  he 
thinks  it  luxury)  his  habit,  a fheep’s  (kin ; his  bed, 
the  earth;  his  covering,  the  flcy:  hisphyfic,  which, 
they  fay,  fucceeds  better  than  ours,  is  horfe’s  blood, 
fwailowed  hot,  after  which  he  gallops  as  far  as  he 
can  hold  out.  As 'for  the  horfe,  he  is  fatisfied  with 
fuch  grafs  as  he  can  find,  with  mofs,  and  the  bark 
of  trees ; and  in  winter  he  fearches  for  pafture  under 
the  fnow.  It  may  eafily  be  Conceived,  that  there 
is  no  care  taken  about  magazines,  or  convoys  in 


( a)  At  inter  Jiu  primum  Urrililts  occurfuras  facies  Scytbarum. 
Quint.  Curt.  lib.  4.  c.  13. 

( b)  We  mull  learn  to  be  upon  our  guard  again  ft  names;  for 
this  river  was  alfo  called  Amazonius,  from  the  Amazons,  which, 
according  to  Strabo,  never  exifled  any  where.  We  muft  even  be 
upon  our  guard  againft  the  greateft  authors;  for  Ptolemy  and 
Pliny  make  this  river  rife  in  the  Riphsean  mountains ; whereas 
the  Muscovites,  who  live  at  it’s  fource,  have  never  dilcovcrud 
any  mountains  near  it. 

a Tar- 


Digitized  by  Google 


3 2 


HISTORY  of  JOHN  SOBIESKI. 
a Tartarian  army,  for  every  foldier  carries  all  about 
him.  Beaten  roads  are  not  made  for  them : their 
aim  is  always  to  conceal  their  march,  and  furprife 
the  enemy.  Rivers  are  no  obftacles  in  their  way,  for 
they  always  fwim  acrofs  them. 

If  men  of  this  ftamp  were  furnilhed  with  the 
arms,  the  rqilitary  art,  and  the  difcipline  of  Europe, 
under  an  able  and  ambitious  leader,  they  would  ftill 
be  formed  for  vaft  conquefts.  But  they  were  fup- 
plied  with  none  of  thefe,  when  the  Turks  fet  out 
from  the  eaftern  coafl:  of  the  Cafpian  Sea  to  fubju- 
gate  thole  who  had  overwhelmed  fo.  many  nations. 

The  Turkilh  empire  has  never  cealed  increafing  in 
power,  from  the  time  of  Ottoman,  it’s  firft  Emperor, 
till  about  the  end  of  the  laft  century ; an  event  that  is 
chiefly  owing  to  it’s  troops,  which  are  entirely  diffe- 
rent from  thofe  of  the  Tartars;  the  latter  having  no 
infantry  at  all,  whereas  the  Turkilh  Gengi-Cberis , by 
us  called  Janizaries,  are  defervcdly  in  high  reputa- 
tion. Thofe  of  them  that  refide  in  Conftantinople,  to 
the  number  of  twenty-five  thoufand,  are  divided  into 
a hundred  and  fixty-two  odas,  or  chambers.  Their 
education  begins  at  their  very  infancy,  and  they  are 
inured,  by  the  Aga  who  commands  them,  not  only 
to  the  ufe  of  arms,  but  to  all  forts  of  laborious  em- 
ployments, to  carrying  burdens,  cutting  wood, 
oreaking  ground,  bearing  heat  and  cold,  and  to 
every  thing  which  contributes  to  harden  the  body. 
There  are  no  foldiers  better  clad,  or  better  paid. 
Every  Oda  of  Janizaries  has  its  purveyor,  who  pro- 
vides them  with  mutton,  rice,  butter,  vegetables  and 
bread  in  great  abundance ; and  pays  them  a ftipend, 
which  is  to  encreafe  in  proportion  to  their  merit. 
This  prelent  happinefs  of  condition,  and  the  hopes  of 
being  better  hereafter,  produces  great  effedts  upon 
thele  military  machines.  Accordingly,  far  from  be- 
ing cheated  or  forced  into  the  fervice,  in  a country 
where  delpotic  power  would  feem  to  authorize  any 
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thing,  a Janizary’s  place  is  much  fought  after,  and 
at  leaft  a year’s  probation  is  required.  Inftances  of 
delation  are  never  known,  becaule  foldiers  never  de- 
left but  with  a view  to  better  their  condition.  The 
behaviour  of  the  janizaries  is  a furprize  to  (Gran- 
gers, who  fee  them  in  their  odas,  or  in  the  ftreets 
of  Conftantinople.  No  fuch  thing  is  known  among 
them  as  robbery,  murder,  or  the  lead  a&  of  vio- 
lence. Mild  and  gentle  to  their  fellow-fubje&Sj 
they  are  formidable  only  to  the  Sultan  *,  for  they 
have  the  power,  by  their  laws,  of  imprifoning, 
depofing,  and  appointing  him  a fucceffor  (a). 

The  Tartars,  who  are  a body  of  cavalry  without 
pay,  and  greedier  of  plunder  than  glory,  do  not 
ftand  their  ground  long  in  a&ion.  The  Turkilh 
horfe  advance  and  attack  in  good  order.  They  have 
among  them  a numerous  and  diftinguifhed  body* 
called  Spabis , of  very  ancient  origin,  beiing  infti- 
tuted  by  Ali^  the  companion  of  Mahomet ; and 
their  exploits  from  the  very  firft  have  been  extra- 
ordinary. They  are  better  educated  and  more  ci- 
vilized than  the  reft  of  the  army,  being  all  taken 
out  of  the  feraglio,  where  they  have  employments 
in  their  youth.  If  the  Turks  admitted  of  any  no- 
bility but  that  of  offices  (b),  the  Spahis  might  be 
taken  for  the  nobles  of  the  country  •,  but  the  de- 
fendants of  the  Cantacuzeni  and  PaUologi  now 
live  at  Conftantinople,  in  greater  obfcurity  than 
Dionyfius  did  at  Corinth.  Even  the  family  of 
Mahomet,  who  can  prove  their  nobility  for  twelve 
centuries,  are  diftinguifhed  only  by  a green  turban, 
and  get  their  living  by  trade  (c).  A Spahi  would 

(a)  Ricaut’s  Hift.  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  p;  340  et  feq. 
The  Author  here  quoted  refided  five  years  in  Conftantinople. 
His  employment  of  Secretary  to  the  Earl  of  VVinchelfea,  Am', 
bafiador  from  Charles  IT.  to  Mahomet  IV.  gave  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  good  remarks  : he  is  a plain  and  judicious 
writer,  who  makes  ornament  give  place  to  inilru&ion. 

(b)  Ricaut,  p.  31 1.  (c)  Idem  p.  203.  et  130. 

D not 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


HISTORY  of  JOHN  SOB1BSKI 

riot  exchange  his  condition  for  fo  fpiendid  a pedi- 
gree. The  arms-  of  thefe  foldiers  are  a fcyrrietaf, 
a lance,  and  a dart  two  foot  long:  they  have  alfo 
fire-arms,  of  which  they  make  little  account;  hot 
the  ancient  helmet  and  coat  of  mail  ftill  keep  their 
credit  with  them.  Their  pay,  like  that  of  the  Ja- 
nizaries, is  fixed  to  no  bounds.  An  enemy's  head 
raifes  it  two  afpers  (a)  a day.  It  receives  another 
augmentation,  when  a Spahi  brings  intelligence  of 
the  death  of  one  of  his  comrades  ; which  is  a con- 
trivance of  the  Sultan  to  avoid  paying  dead  men. 
But  what  helps  mod  to  render  the  ftate  of  a Spa- 
hi advantageous,  are  the  timars  which  are  beftowed 
upon  them.  Thefe  fiefs  or  military  benefices  re- 
turn into  the  hands  of  the  Sultan,  whenever  a 77- 
mariot  dies ; a cuftom  which  always  furnifhes  the 
Prince  with  means  of  rewarding  merit  without  impd»- 
verifhinghimfelf,  and  produces  a&ions  of  extraordi- 
nary valour.  In  an  aflault  made  by  the  Turks  up- 
on a fortreft  in  Hungary,  one  of  thefe  fiefs  was  dif- 
pofed  of  eight  times  in  one  day,  feven  Spahis  who* 
contended  for  k being  killed,  and  the  eighth  having 
the  good  fortune  to  keep  it  (b).  It  fhould  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  thefe  Spahis  are  only  private  men ; and 
that  though  an  officer  may  be  latisfied  with  glory* 
(a  truth  however  which  fhould  not  be  examined  too 
nicely)  a common  foldier  muft  be  actuated  by  a 
ftronger  motive. 

‘ Befides  thefe  incentives,  Mahomet,  their  legis- 
lator, Pontiff  and  King,  omitted  no  means  of  ba- 
nifhing  fear  and  heightening  refolution.  It  is  writ- 
ten in  the  Alcoran,  that  the  days  of  man  are  irre •* 
notably  determined ; and  that  a koufe  which  has  the 

'(&)  An  afper  is  worth  about  eight  French  deniers.  [A 
French  line,  which  is  worth  about  eleven  pence  fteriing,  con- 
tains twenty  fob,  and  each  fol  twelve  deniers;  fo  that  eight 
deniers  is  very  little  more  than  an  Engliih  farthing  ] 

(b)  Ricaut,  p.  325- 
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plague  in  it  ought  not  to  be  avoided.  It  is  farther 
laid,  that  whoever  dies  in  battle  is  admitted  injtantly 
to  the  Joys  of  heaven , with  the  crown  of  martyrdom. 
The  lame  dodhine  was  held  before  this  by  the  anci- 
ent Romans  (a).  A Chriftian  foldier,  if  he  re- 
flects ever  lo  little  upon  the  duties  of  his  religion. 
Hands  in  fear  of  hell,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  fa- 
frifices  his  life.  Happy  would  it  be,  if  this  fear 
made  him  more  conliderate ! 

The  law  of  Mahomet  forbids  the  ufe  of  wine  *,  but 
this  law  is  inforced  with  fuch  particular  feverity  in 
time  of  war,  that  drunkennefs  is  made  a capital 
crime.  Soldiers  that  are  kept  fober  are  more  vigi- 
lant, more  obedient,  and  lefs  apt  - to  commit  vio- 
lence. Tumults  and  quarrels  feldbm  happen  among 
them,  and  duels  are  never  heard  of : indeed  no 
fuch  thing  is  known  in  all  the  eaft.  When  the  army 
is  upon  a march,  no  peafant  comes  to  complain  that 
his  Iheep  are  ftolen,  or  his  daughter  ravilhed ; 
and  when  they  reach  the  enemies  territories,  no  ra- 
vage is  committed  but  what  the  Serajkier , or  Ge- 
neral, commands.  No  General,  however,  were  it 
the  Grand- Vizier  himfelf,  can  punilh  a foldier  with- 
out the  confept  of  his  officer  j an  admirable  means 
of  leaning  fubordinate  authority. 

It  is  a common  laying  among  the  Turks,  that 
their  troops  are  innumerable  as  the  fand  of  the  fea. 
But  this  does  not  hold  good  in  time  of  peace.  It 
feems  incredible  that  an  Empire,  which  extends 
from  the  Archipelago  (b)  to  the  banks  of  the  Eu- 


(a)  Hie  manus,  cl  tat  riant,  furnando  tmlnera  fajji. 

-Eneid.  Lib.  ▼!.' 

(b)  Thefe  limits,  however  extenlive,  do  not  include  Turkey 
in  Europe,  which  certainly  deferves  to  be  coniidered  as  part 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire.  The  tranflator  therefore  cannot  help 
fufpeding,  that  either  the  inattention  of  his  author,  or  the  b'un- 
der  of  the  printer,  has  fubftitoted  the  word  Archipelago,  inftead 
of  the  Gulph  of  Venice,  0r-perhaps  the  Adriatic,  is  one  word, 
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phrates,  fhould  be  guarded  only  by  a hundred  and 
, fifty  thoufand  men.  It  is  a maxim  with  thefe  in- 
fidels, not  to  let  a body,  which  preys  upon  the 
fubftance  of  the  people,  grow  to  too  great  a fixe. 
And  yet  in  time  of  war,  an  army  of  three  hun- 
dred thoufand  men  is  an  ordinary  effort,  for  the 
Grand  Seignior.  And  what  is  ftill  more  aftonilh- 
ing,  he  is  never  put  to  any  difficulty  about  their 
pay.  The  Spahis  and  Janizaries  are  paid  equally, 
whether  there  be  peace  or  war.  The  Timariots 
live  upon  their,  lands  ; and  the  other  troops,  which 
are  raifed  in  Afia  or  Europe,  have  all  a revenue  al- 
lotted them  in  their  own  country.  To  all  extraor- 
dinary expences,  however  great,  the  treafury  of  the 
empire  is  more  than  adequate.  No  new  taxes  are 
ever  impofed  for  among  the  Turks  their  fubfidies 
V are  as  immutable  as  their  laws,  cufloms,  and  man- 
ners. The  nation  is,  in  every  refpedt,  the  fame,  as 
when  it  firft  came  into  Europe. 

Befides  the  treafure  of  the  Empire,  the  Empc- 
• ror  has  alio  his  private  purfe,  which  is  inceffantly 
filling,  not  at  the  expence  of  the  fubje&s,  who 
conftantly  enjoy  their  patrimony  without  any  dis- 
turbance, but  by  the  appointment  and  depofition 
of  Baffiaws,  Beglierbeys  (a),  and  the  other  great 
officers  of  ftate.  As  they  are  all  taken  out  of 
the  feraglio,  they  come  impreffed  with  that  delpo- 
tic  maxim  of  the  Alcoran,  that  they  are  nothing 
^ but  clay  in  the  hands  of  their  majlcr : who,  if  he 
forms  them  into  veflcls  of  honour,  gets  purfes(b) 
by  it  j and  if  he  breaks  them  in  pieces,  comes  in 
for  the  wreck ; a temptation  always  inviting  to  a 
Sultan  who  wants  to  encfeafe  his  treafures.  The 
valiant  AmurathIV.  without  being  avaricious,  left 
behind  him  three  hundred  ahd  fixty  millions  of 

(a)  Beglierbeys  are  Govenwrs  of  provinces. 

(!>)  A purls  is  worth  five  hundred  crowns. 
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French  money,  all  in  gold.  Hence  come  thofe 
inlcriptions  in  the  feraglio ; here  is  depofited  the 
treafure  of  fuch  a one  (a)  ; and  it  is  a rule  never 
to  meddle  with  thefe  fums,  but  when  the  Empire 
is  threatened  with  ruin.  - Poflefied  of  fuch  re- 
fources,  a Sultan  is  never  known  to  give  himfelf  up 
into  the  hands  of  farmers  of  the  revenue,  or  to 
buy  the  money  of  his  own  fubjedis. 

A view  of  the  wealth  and  ceconomy  of  the  Turks, 
of  their  extenfive  power,  prodigious  number  of 
forces,  and  of  the  enthufiaftic  fury  to  which  they 
may  be  wrought  up,  fhould  naturally  make  the 
Chrifiian  world  tremble,  if  the  Turks  knew  any 
thing  of  naval  affairs.  But  they  are  only  poflfef- 
fed  of  about  an  hundred  gallies,  and  a few  light 
veflels,  which  ferve  to  carry  provifions  to  the  ifle 
of  Candy:  they  have  no  fea-charts,  and  rarely 
venture  out  of  fight  of  land.  It  is  a common  fay- 
ing among  them,  that  God  has  given  the  earth  to 
tbenty  and  the  fea  to  the  infidels  (b)  ; and  may  they 
always  continue  to  fay  fb ! 

Not  contented  with  having  fubdued  more  than 
thirty  nations  in  Afia,  Africa,  and  Europe,  they 
can  reckon  up  a crowd  Of  tributaries,  who  are 
fure  of  conftant  protection.  To  thefe  tributaries 
relates  that  paffage  of  the  Alcoran:  Their  goods 
and  their  fubftance , are  our  goods  and  our  fub- 
Jlance ; their  Joul  is  our  foul , their  eye  our  eye.  The 
Turks  treat  them,  as  the  old  Romans  treated 
their  allies : they  leave  them  their  own  laws,  cuf- 
toms,  and  religion,  but  appoint  them  Governors, 
and  receive  from  them  a tribute  in  money.  One 
fhould  -imagine  that  the  Chriftian  world  .would  ra- 
ther have  been  buried  in  its  own  ruins,  than  fuffer 
fuch  a vaffalage  to  be  eftablifhed  in  Chriftendom. 
But  the  torrent  of  a mighty  Empire  carries  every 

(a)  Tavernier,  tom,  iii.  p 479-  (b)  Ricauf,  p.  381. 
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thing  before  it.  Walachia,  Moldavia,  and  the  re- 
public of  Ragufa,  receive  orders  from  the  feraglio. 
TheUkraine  andTranfylvania  have  but  lately  thrown 
off  this  dependence.  Even  the  Empire  of  Germany 
has  fubmitted  to  the  Turkifli  yoke.  Bufhequius 
quotes  a treaty  of  peace  made  between  Solyman  II. 
and  Ferdinand  I.  in  which  the  Sultan  exprefies  him- 
felf  thus : Of  which  agreement , peace  and  alliance , 
the  firft  condition  is , that  your  diletlion  Jhall  be 
bound  to  fend  annually  to  our  court  thirty  tboufand 
Hungarian  ducats.  This  tribute,  it  is  true,  wa* 
only  paid  two  years  ; but  it  would  furnilh  an  ever- 
lading  pretence  for  war,  if  fovereigns  were  ever  iq 
want  of  one. 

Of  all  the  tributaries  of  the  Porte,  thofe  which 
furnilh  the  greated  fuccours,  more  however  in  men 
than  money,  are  the  Tartars.  It  is  now  a long 
time  fince  frequent  plagues,  a multitude  of  eunuchs, 
and  the  derility  confequent  upon  boundlefs  poly- 
gamy, have  been  co-operating  to  depopulate  the 
Ottoman  Empire,  which  is  repeopled  by  the  Tar- 
tars. There  may  continually  be  feen  along  the 
coads  of  the  Bofphorus,  a great  number  of  faicks, 
laden  with  Chridians  of  both  fexes,  the  common 
produce  of  their  inroads.  In  time  of  war,  their 
commerce  with  Condantinople  is  much  increafed  \ 
no  lefs  than  an  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  flaves  - 
being  carried  away  in  1663,  out  of  Hungary,  Mo- 
ravia, and  Silefia,  and  fold  in  the  public  markets  (a ). 
They  do  not  make  war  of  their  own  motion,  but 
by  the  orders  of  the  Grand-Seignior,  which  is  an- 
other advantage  to  the  Empire.  When  the  Sultan 
commands  in  perfon,  the  Cham  mud  take  the  field 
himfelf  with  a hundred  thoufand  men.  If  it  be 
only  the  Vizir,  the  Cham  fends  his  fon,  or  his  Prime 
Minider  with  fifty  thoufand ; whereas,  taking  only. 


( a ) Ricaut,  p.  109, 


one 


Digitized  by  Google 


KING  of.POLANa 

one  fojcjicr  out  of  each  village,  he  could  furnilh 
two  hundred  thoufand.  Thefe  villages,  fome  of 
which  are  called  cities,  are  nothing  but  a collection 
of  huts,  made  of  hurdles,  and  covered  with  a 
coarfe  hair-cloth.  Bafcia-Saray , in  which  the  Cham 
refides,  is  fituated  near  the  middle  of  the  peninfula. 
Precop , called  by  the  Tartars,  Orapy , or  the  Gate  of 
Gold,  guards  the  entrance ; and  Caffa,  formerly 
Theodofia,  is  its  principal  city.  The  Cham  is  per-? 
haps  the  only  Prince  in  the  world  who  is  not  pert 
mined  to  refide  in  his  own  capital ; it  being  under 
the  command  of  a Turkilh  Governor. 

The  Tartars  may  be  -looked  upon  as  the  favages 
of  Europe.  They  are  fenfible  that  they  might  fooa 
civilize  their  manners,  make  laws,  ereft  tribunals, 
create  ticks,  and  call  in  luxury  and  magnificence ; 
hut  they  hear  of  fo  many  calamities  which  lay  wafts 
poliihed  stations,  that  they  chute  rather  to  be  free, 
and  look  upon  dries  as  Ho  many  prifons  where 
Kings  confine  their  flaves.  They  leasee  feel  the 
dependence  they  are  under  upon  a remote  mailer, 
and  are  pleated  with  their  Prince’s  being  more  de- 
pendent than  themfelves.  The  Cham  is  always  nar* 
fowly  watched  by  the  Balhaws •,  and  if  his  fubjetts 
complain,  he  is  depofed  by  an  order  of  the  Divan  s 
hut  if  he  is  top  much  beloved  by  them,  this  is  ftill 
a greater  crime.  And  yet  the  Cham  never  attempt* 
to  (hake  off  the  Turkilh  yoke.  He  looks  up- 
on bis  own  family,  and  that  of  the  Ottoman  Em- 
perors, as  one  and  the  fame.  In  fa&,  the  Sultana 
have  acknowledged  that  both  fprung  originally 
from  the  fame  flock;  and  they  have  made  a law, 
which  gives  the  throne  of  Conftantinople  to  the 
Princes  of  Tartary,  if  the  Ottoman  blood  (hould 
fail  (a ).  The  hope  of  this  fucceffion  is  indeed  very 

remote, 

(a)  Demetrius  Cantemir’s  Hi (lory  of  the  Ottoman  Empire, 
P ref.  p.  xxxi.  This  princely  author  (a  thing  not  very  common) 
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remote,  when  it  is  confidered  that  aTurkifh  Empe- 
ror has  always  three  or  four  hundred  wives,  the  very 
flower  of  their  fex,  to  furnifh  him  with  fucceflors  ; 
and  the  Cham’s  chance  is  now  dill  lefs,  becaufe 
the  Sultans  have  abolifhed  the  barbarous  cuftom  of 
putting  their  brothers  to  death  : but  flill  his  hopes 
are  not  without  foundation.  Befldes,  he  has  rea- 
fon  to  be  fatisfied  with  his  lot,  if  he  will  only  con- 
form to  the  eafy  rules  of  Tartarian  juftice,  which 
requires  no  more  of  him,  than  not  to  put  any  force 
upon  the  manners  of  the  nation,  and  to  lead  them 
to  frequent  incurfions.  A ftate  of  war  agrees  beft 
with  his  interefts  ; for  he  is  feldom  attacked  firft, 
but  generally  begins  the  fray  •,  he  has  no  army  to 
maintain,  his  troops  being  paid  by  the  Grand- 
Signior : he  has  nothing  to  lofe,  and  every  thing  to 
gain  by  plunder.  The  Tartars  are  mod  to  be 
dreaded,  not  at  the  time  of  their  entering  a coun- 
try, but  at  their  quitting  it,  being  like  torrents 
which  fweep  every  thing  off  with  them.  In  time 
of  adtion,  a fenfe  of  honour  does  not  reftrain  them 
from  running  away  *,  but  then  they  always  return 
to  the  combat.  In  their  marches,  they  fpread  them- 
felves  before,  behind,  and  on  the  flanks  of  the  ene- 
my’s troops,  which  they  harafs  ftill  more  by  night, 
than  by  day : fo  that  an  army,  which  has  not  been 
ufed  to  make  war  againft  them,  would  be  conquer- 
ed, without  an  opportunity  of  exerting  its  ftrength. 
In  their  frequent  wars  with  the  Poles,  they  have  ra- 
vaged and  depopulated  Fodolia,  Pokrufia,  Volhinia, 
Moldavia,  and  the  Ukraine;  and  as  thefe  defarts 
continued  to  be  the  feat  of  war,  even  in  the  time  of 
Sobielki,  the  Poles  were  obliged  to  turn  Tartars  in 

had  at  different  times,  {pent  many  years  as  an  hoftage  at  Con- 
Jlantinople,  before  he  came  to  the  Crown  of  Moldavia.  He 
underftood  the  Turkilh  language,  had  read  their  hiftores,  and 
was  acquainted  with  their  manner*  and  cuftoms.  Such  an  au- 
/ \\iOT  mud  be  quoted  more  than  one?. 
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order  to  fubfift ; that  is,  they  were  obliged  to  car- 
ry with  them  at  once  all.  the  provifions  that  would  be 
wanted  in  a whole  campaign.  To  this  necefiity,  and 
to  their  making  ufe  of  waggons  drawn  by  oxen,  is 
owing  their  afiembling  fo  late,  and  marching  foflowly 
in  the  campaigns  hereafter  defcribed.  Every  Captain 
knew  by  experience  how  many  waggons  his  troop 
would  want ; and  as  ioon  as  the  country  was  ex- 
haufted,  they  lived  upon  their  provided  ftock.  When 
a waggon  was  emptied,  it  was  fet  on  fire,  and  the 
oxen  killed,  to  furnifh  a frefh  fupply;  and  it  has 
often  happened  that  the  waggons  alone,  exclufive 
of  the  provifions  they  brought,  have  faved  the  Po- 
Iifh  armies.  In  cafes  of  a fudden  attack,  they  ferve 
by  way  of  entrenchments  ; and  this  method  of  de- 
fence is  called  T abor.  From  them  probably,  the 
General  of  the  Huflites,  Procopius  the  Bald,  learnt 
it,  and  made  ufe  of  it  with  great  fuccefs  againft  the 
German  cavalry,  which  got  his  foldiers  the  name 
of  Taborites. 

The  Poles  are  born  foldiers ; and  though  they 
refemble  their  anceftors,  the  Sarmatians,  much  left 
than  the  Tartars  do  theirs,  yet  there  are  ftill  re- 
maining among  them  fome  Sarmatian  features. 
For  inftance,  they  are  frank  and  haughty ; which 
laft  quality  is  natural  enough  in  a gentleman  who 
elefts  his  own  King,  and  may  come  to  have  that 
honour  himfelf.  They  are  alfo  extremely  pafiionate, 
affairs  being  often  decided  fword  in  hand  by  the  re- 
prelentatives,  in  their  national  affemblies.  Hofpi- 
tality  is  a virtue  much  cultivated  among  them,  and 
was  learnt  from  the  Turks  and  Tartars.  A Tar- 
tar will  go  fifty  leagues  to  attack  a caravan * but 
a ftranger  is  always  well  received  at  his  houfe,  and 
provided  with  lodgings,  food,  and  other  accommo- 
dations, at  no  expence.  The  Poles  are  brave,  ro- 
buft,  and  inured  to  cold  and  fatigue ; but  they  have 
departed  from  the  fimplicity  and  frugality  of  the 

Sarma- 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  of  JOHN  SQB1ESKI 

Sarmatians.  To  the  yery  end  of  the  reign  of  So- 
bielki,  a few  wooden  chairs,  a bear's  fkin,  a pair 
of  piftols,  and  two  boards  covered  with  a matrefs, 
was  all  the  houfhold- furniture  of  a nobleman  in  de- 
cent  circumftances ; and  a fuit  of  furs  was  his  drefs. 
Luxury  began  to  get  footing  under  Auguftus  II, 
and  the  French  famions,  already  adopted  in  Ger- 
many, were  added  to  the  magnificence  of  (he  eaft, 
which  difplays  itfelf  more  in  pomp  than  elegance. 
The  Poles  love  money,  but  not  with  a view  tg 
hoarding.  Their  ilatelinefs  is  fuch,  that  a woman 
of  quality  never  ftirs  abroad  but  in  a coach  and  fix, 
though  it  were  only  to  croft  a ftreet. 

When  a nobleman  travels  from  one  province 
to  another,  he  is  attended  by  five  or  fix  hundred 
horfes  and  as  many  men.  There  are  no  inns  up- 
on the  road,  fo  that  every  thing  muft  be  carried 
with  them  ; but  then  they  make  no  fcrpple  of  dis- 
lodging the  Plebeians,  who  look  upon  their  nobles 
as  fo  many  plagues  and  fcourges. 

One  excellent  cuftom  among  the  nobles,  is  that 
of  fpending  the  greateft  part  of  the  year  upon  their 
own  eftates.  By  this  means,  they  arc  mom  inde- 
pendent upon  the  court,  which  fpares  no  pains  to 
corrupt  them,  and  the  country  is  the  better  for 
what  they  fpend  ; but  it  would  be  much  more  po- 
pulous and  flouri filing,  if  it  was  cultivated  by  a 
free  people.  The  peafants  in  Poland  are  annexed 
to  the  gltbe ; whereas  even  in  Alia  itfelf  there  are 
no  Oaves  but  fuch  as  are  purchafed,  or  taken  in 
war,  and  confequently  foreigners  ; but  Poland  lays 
the  yoke  upon  the  neck  of  her  own  children.  Eve- 
ry Lord  is  obliged  to  lodge  his  vafials,  and  he 
does  it  in  a wretched  hut,  where  the  children, 
which  lie  naked  among  the  cattle,  in  a frozen  cli- 
mate, feem  to  upbraid  nature  with  not  having  clad 
them  in  the  fame  manner.  The  Have,  who  begot 
them,  would  with  great  indifference  fee  his  cot- 
tage 
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tage  in  dames,  becaufe  he  has  noting  that  he  can 
oul  his  own.  My  field , my  wife , my  children , is  a 
language  he  has  nothing  to  do  with.  Every  thing 
belongs  to  the  Lord,  who  ha?  an  equal  power  to 
fell  his  labourers  and  his  oxen,  It  is  not  common 
indeed  to  fell  women,  began  fe  they  ferve  to  multiply 
the  herd,  and  keep  up  a wretched  breed,  great 
part  of  which  is  killed  by  the  cold, 

Perhaps  there  never  was  a man,  tp  whom  the 
human  race  is  more  indebted,  than  to  Pope  Alex* 
ander  III.  who,  in  a council  held  in  the  twelfth 
century,  aboliftied  flavery.  But  Poland  has  proved 
mote  obdurate  than  the  reft  of  Chriftendom.  Woe 
to  every  flave  that  falls  under  the  difpleafure  of  a 
drunken  Lord ! One  would  think  that  nature  has 
inade  a point  of  refufwg  to  fome  nations  the  very 
thing  that  they  are  moft  paflionately  fond  of.  Ex- 
cefies  in  wine  and  ftrong  liquors  have  occafioned 
great  havock  in  the  republic  of  Poland.  Yet  their 
cafuifts  fpeak  of  drunkennefs  in  very  gentle  terms, 
as  almoft  neceflarv  in  fgch  a climate ; and  befides, 
the  affairs  of  the  public  are  never  fettled  but  over 
the  bottle. 

The  Polifh  women  are  Angularly  agreeable  in 
fociety.  They  mix  with  the  men  in  competitions 
at  public  games,  in  hunting,  and  the  pleasures  of 
the  table.  Lefs  delicate  and  lefs  referved  than  the 
beauties  of  the  fouth,  they  frequently  take  a journey 
of  a hundred,  or  two  hundred  leagues  in  a fledge, 
without  any  apprehenfions  about  inconvenient  lodg- 
ings, or  the  badoefs  of  the  roads* 

Perfons  who  travel  in  Poland  find  that  good  mo- 
rals are  of  more  value  than  good  laws.  The  num- 
per  of  forefts,  the  diftance  of  habitations,  the  cuf- 
tom  of  travelling  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  the 
negligence  of  the  ftarofts  with  regard  to  the  fafety 
of  the  roads,  all  contribute  to  favour  robbery  and 

murder. 
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murder,  and  yet  an  inftance  of  either  is  fcarce 
known  in  ten  years. 

The  Poles  were  noted  for  the  pra&ice  of  this 
branch  of  morality,  before  they  embraced  the  Chrif- 
tian  religion.  They  continued  idolaters  long  after 
the  converfion  of  the  reft  of  Europe.  The  names 
of  the  Grecian  gods,  whom  they  adopted,  were 
wretchedly  disfigured  in  their  language,  becauie  be- 
ing ignorant  of  letters,  and  knowing  nothing  of 
Homer  and  Hefiod,  they  never  opened  the  ar- 
chives of  idolatry,  but  were  directed  only  jby  the 
glimmering  light  of  confufed  tradition. 

About  the  middle  of  the  tenth  century,  Mie- 
> rijlaw  the  Firft,  Duke  of  Poland,  was  won  over 
to  the  faith  by  the  folicitations  of  the' fair  Dam- 
browka,  his  wife,  who  was  bred  a Chriftian  : and 
the  new  profelyte  undertook  to  convert  his  fubjefts. 
There  is  nothing  but  may  become  an  inftrument 
ih  the  hands  of  God  to  execute  his  adorable  defigns. 
One  half  of  Europe  owes  its  converfion  to  women, 
who,  being  railed  to  the  throne,  prevailed  upon 
their  hufbands  to  be  baptized.  Thus  Hungary  is 
indebted  for  its  Chriftianity  to  Gifella ; Ruffia,  to 
the  fifter  of  a Greek  Emperor ; England,  to  a daugh- 
ter of  Childebert ; and  France  to  Clotilda.  But  if 
Chriftianity,  at  its  firft  eftablilhment,  had  (hewn 
every  where  the  fame  violence  that  it  did  in  Po- 
land, it  would  have  wanted  two  fignatures  of  truth 
to  which  it  owed  its  triumphs  in  the  three  firft  cen- 
turies, namely,  meeknefs  ana  perfuafion.  The  Biihop 
pf  Merfebourg,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  Mieciflaw, 
informs  us,  that  the  punilhment  of  all  who  pre- 
fumed to  eat  flelh  in  Lent  was  to  have  their  teeth 
pulled  out } that  a fornicator  or  adulterer  was  hung 
up  by  the  inftrument  of  his  crime,  and  a razor 
placed  within  his  reach,  which  he  might  either 
make  ufe  of  to  difengage  himfelf,  or  die  in  tor- 
ment 
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ment  (a).  In  the  fame  country,  it  was  a cuftom 
for  fathers  to  put  to  death  their  children  when 
born  with  any  defedt,  and  for  the  unnatural  off- 
fpring  to  difpatch  their  decrepid  parents  •,  a barba- 
rous cuftom  of  the  ancient  Sarmatians,  which  was 
tolerated  in  Poland  till  the  thirteenth  century.  When 
the  Prieft  came  to  that  part  of  the  fervice  of  the 
mats  where  the  Golpel  is  read,  the  aflembly  was  al- 
ways ftruck  with  terror,  it  being  a,  cuftom  for  all 
who  wore  fabres,  to  draw  them  half-way,  in  tefti- 
mony  of  their  readinefs  to  flied  the  blood  of  ido- 
laters (b).  That  horrid  Chriftian,  Mieciflaw,  had 
divorced  feven  Pagan  wives,  to  make  way  for  his 
union  with  Dambrowka,  and  when  ihe  died,  he 
doled  the  fcene,.if  we  may  believe  Baronius  and 
Dithmar  (c),  with  marrying  a nun,  who  omitted  ' 
no  expedient  to  propagate  her  religion.  The  zeal 
of  Mieciflaw  was  animated  by  the  hopes  of  obtain- 
ing the  title  of  King,  which  the  Pope  had  lately 
given  to  the  Duke  of  Hungary  j but  he  would 
not  beftow  the  fame  reward  upon  fuccefs  obtained 
by  fuch  Ihocking  means. 

His  ion  and  fuccefior  Boleflas  I.  extinguished 
the  remains  of  idolatry,  without  having  recourie  to 
violence.  Humane,  acceflible,  and  familiar,  he 
treated  his  fubje&s,  as  a phyfician  would  his  pa- 
tients, and  made  ufe  of  no  arms  to  conquer  their 
prejudices,  but  gentlenefs  and  argument.  The  fa- 
ther had  commanded  them,  the  fon  perfuaded  them, 
to  be  Chriftians. 

In  the  fourteenth  century,  Jagellon,  being  made 
King  of  Poland,  planted  the  Chriftian  faith,  by 
the  fame  means,  in  Lithuania.  He  was  before 
thought  to  be  of  a fierce  temper,  but  Chriftianity, 
which  he  had  lately  embraced,  undoubtedly  foftened 

(a)  Dithmar.  lib.  viii.  p.  419.  x 

(bj  Cromer,  lib.  iii.  p.  51.  (c)  Tom.  i.  p.  359. 

him  3 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  of  JOHN  SOBIESKI 

him And  he  compleated,  by  prefents  and  a£ts  of 
kindnefs,  the  converfion  of  fuch  as  flood  out  againft 
the  force  of  argument. 

This  peaceable  fpirit  pafied  from  the  Kings  to 
the  nation,  which  accordingly  had  very  little  fhare 
in  the  religious  wars  which  defolated  Europe  in  the 
fixteenth  and  feventeenth  centuries.  Poland  was 
never  thefceneofa  gun-powder-  plot,  of  aSaint- 
Bartholomew-maflacre,  or  the  murder  of  a Senate, 
of  the  private  alfalfination,  Or  the  public  execution 
of  Kings  it  never  faw  brothers  in  arms  againft  bro- 
thers, and  has  been  more  fparing  than  any  country 
in  burning  people  at  a ftake,  for  the  crime  of  be- 
ing miftaken  in  matters  of  opinion.  Notwithftand- 
ing  this,  Poland  continued  in  barbarifm  much 
longer  than  Spain,  France,  England  or  Germa- 
ny-, which  fhews  that  grofs  ignorance  is  much 
lefs  turbulent  than  half-fcience.  When  the  fpirit 
of  argumentation  begun  to  get  footing  in  Poland, 
King  Sigifmund  I.  made  a law  to  punifh  Protef- 
tants  with  death.  It  is  a ftrange  paradox,  that  at 
the  very  time  when  he  was  taking  away  the  fives 
of  fuch  as  only  queftioned  the  corporal  prefence  of 
Jefus  Chrift  upon  the  altar,  he  gave  no  difturbance 
to  the  Jews  who  denied  his  divine  million.  Sigif- 
mund’s  zeal  had  already  produced  btOodlhed,  and 
would  have  produced  more  * but  the  Republic 
thought  fit  to  interpole,  and  made  a law,  that  for 
the  future,  every  King,  upon  his  afcending  the 
throne,  fhould  take  an  oath  to  tolerate  ill  reli- 
gions. 

Accordingly  Polahd  abounds  with  Calvinifts, 
Lutherans,  Greek  Schifmatics,  Mahometans,  and 
Jews.  There  latter  have  long  enjoyed  the  privi- 
leges granted  them  by  Cafithir  the  Great,  in  favour 
of  his  Jewilh  concubine  EJiber.  Their  trade.makes 
them  much  more  wealthy  than  the  natives  of  the 
country,  and  they  increafe  much  falter.  In  Cra- 
cow 
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cOW  alone,  it  is  commuted  there  are  more  than 
twenty  thoufand,  who  are  ready  to  give  their  affift- 
ance  in  all  emergencies  of  ftate  *,  and  Poland,  by 
tolerating  more  than  three  hundred  fynagogues,  is 
called  to  this  day  the  Jews  Patadife.  If  the  Poles 
are  upbraided  with  this  indulgence,  they  anfwer,  that 
Rome  itfelf  lets  them  live  in  peace  within  its  walls. 
A Spanifh  inquifitof  would  imagine,  that  the  whole 
nation  Judaized  oh  Eafter-day ; a Pafcbal  Lamb 
being  ferved  tip  at  every  tattle,  and  eaten  with 
confecrated  bread ; but  then  they  have  a hundred 
other  cuftoms  with  which  he  would  be  highly  edi- 
fied. 

There  is  perhaps  no  country  where  the  outward 
forms  of  religion  have  been,  and  (till  are,  better 
obferved.  Tne  Poles,  from  the  very  firft,  found 
fault  with  Chriftianity  for  being  too  mild  a reli- 
gion and  to  remedy  this  defeat,  they  begun  their 
Lent  on  Septuagefima- Sunday.  But  this  fevere 
work  of  fupererOgation  was  abolilhed  by  Pope  In- 
nocent IV.  to  reward  them  for  the  contributions 
they  had  fumifhed,  to  enable  him  to  make  war 
upon  a Chriftian  Emperor,  Ferdinand  II.  ( a ).  Be- 
tides the  ufual  faft  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays,  they 
keep  an  additional  one  on  Wednefdays.  There  was 
once  an  entertainment  given  by  Sigifmund  Auguftus, 
the  day  after  his  father's  funeral,  to  the  nobles  who 
afiifted  at  that  ceremony:  it  happened  to  be  a 
Wednelday,  and  part  of  the  entertainment  was  flefh. 
The  whole  nation  was  extremely  fcandalized  at 
this  profanenefs ; and  yet  at  this  very  time,  they 
wanted  him  to  break  through  a folemn  engage- 
ment, contrafted  at  the  altar  of  God,  arid  confirm- 
ed by  the  laws  of  men  *,  that  is,  his  marriage : “ If 
“ there  be  any  harm,  faid  the  Archbilhop  and  Pri- 
“ mate,  in  repudiating  a lawful  wife,  there  is  none 


(a)  Cromer,  p.  226. 
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“ of  us,  who,  for  the  lake  of  the  common  good, 

“ will  not  readily  take  part  of  it  upon  himfelf  (a) 
and  the  thing  wanted  being  a fuccelfor  to  the  Crown,' 
the  Bilhop  of  Przemiflia  fupported  his  pinion  with 
this  pafiage  of  Euripides,  If  jujlice  muft  be  vio- 
lated* let  it  be  for  the  fake  of  a Crown. 

The  bloody  fraternity  of  Flagellants  are  as  com- 
mon in  this  part  of  the  north,  as  towards  the  fouth 
of  Europe  •,  and  hence  probably  it  was  that  Hen- 
ry III.  imported  the  falhion  into  France. 

No  Kiftory,  in  the  fame  number  of  centuries, 
pretends  to  lo  many  miracles.  About  five  miles 
from  Cracow,  are  to  be  feen  the  fait  pits  of  Boch- 
nia,  removed,  according  to  all  the  Chronicles,  by 
St.  Cunegunda,  wife  of  Boleflas  the  Chaft,  out 
of  Hungary  into  Poland ; and  much  more  admired 
than  thole  of  Velika,  where  there  is  a fubterraneous 
city,  full  three  leagues  deep ; an  aftonilhing  mo- 
nument of  art  and  induftry.  At  the  time  when  fo 
many  apocryphal  miracles  were  confounded  with 
the  true  ones  in  Poland,  very  little  progrefs  was 
made  in  the  ftudy  of  nature ; nor  can  this  fcience 
be  at  prefent  much  advanced,  fince  the  marvellous, 
which  has  always  lerved  the  vulgar  inllead  of  rea- 
lon,  preferves  its  dominion  here  more  than  in  any 
other  country.  The  Poles  have  always  met  with 
a refufal  from  Rome,  to  their  frequent  felicitations 
for  predictions  of  future  events. 

Their  refpeft  for  the  Papal  authority  has  bee» 
remarkable  in  all  ages.  When  Clement  II.  ab* 
folved  Cafimir  from  his  monachal  vows,  that  he 
might  change  the  cloifier  for  the  throne,  in  1041, 
his  Holinefs  impofed  upon  the  Poles  feme  very  fin- 
gular  conditions,  which  were  molt  religioufly  ob- 
lerved.  He  obliged  them  to  wear  for  the  future, 
their  hair  cut  in  the  form  of  a Monk’s  crown  •, 

(a)  Stanifl.  Oriehov.  p.  1489. 
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tb  pay  for  ever  an  annual  poll-tax,  for  keeping 
up  in  the  great  church  of  St.  Peter,  the  mofi; 
coftly  lamp  that  ever  was  burnt ; and  he  ordered i 
that  upon  great' feftivals  all  the  nobles  fhould  wear* 
during  the ' time  of  the  facrifice,  a linnen  ftole, 
like  that  which  is  worn  by  Priefts ; the  firft  of 
which  injunftions  is  obferved  to  this  day. 

This  extravagant  deference  for  the  decrees  of 
the  fee  of  Rome,  broke  out  once  in  fuch  a tor- 
rent as  overwhelmed  the  regal  power.  Boleflas  I; 
had  received  the  title  of  King  from  the  Emperor 
Otho,  in  the  year  toot  ; and  Rome  remembered 
this  affront,  upon  occafion  of  the  murder  of  Sta- 
niflas,  Bilhop  of  Cracow,  by  Boleflas  II.  It  was 
at  this  jundure,  that  Hildebrand , who  had  ex- 
changed a wheel-wright’s  fhop  fbr  the  throne  of 
St.  Peter,  which  he  filled  by  the  name  of  Grego* 
ry  VII.  was  grown  fo  formidable  to  all  the  fovereigns 
of  Chriftendom.  He  had  lately  excommunicated 
the  Emperor  Henry  IV.  to  whom  lie  had  been 
preceptor  ; and  he  now  pointed  againff  Boleflas  all 
his  thunders  of  excommunication,  depofitiOn,  inter- 
didion  of  the  whole  kingdom,  difpenfation  fronti 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  prohibition  to  the 
Bilhops  of  Poland,  ever  to  crown  any  King  with- 
out the  exprefs  confent  of  the  Holy  See  (a)-. 
It  is  hard  to  fay  which  is  mofi:  afionifhing,  the 
Pope’s  prohibition,  or  the  blind  obedience  of  the. 
Poles.  No  Bilhop  would  venture  to  crown  the 
fucceeding  King ; and  this  fuperftitious  fear  lafted 
upon  the  minds  both  of  the  fubjeds,-  and  their  Prin^ 
ces,  till  the  time  of  Przemiflas,  who  having  con- 
voked a general  diet  at  Gnefna,  was  crowned  in 
that  aflembly,  and  refumed  .the  title  of  King,  with- 
out calling  in  the  authority  of  Rome  (b).  His 
fubjeds  believed  that  this  fpirited  behaviour,  which 
railed  the'  indignation  of  the  court  of  Rome,  was 
the  caufe  of  his  unhappy  fate.  Seven  months  af- 
( a)  Cromer,  p.  90.  (b)  Sarnie,  p.  1116. 
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tor,  he  was  affaflinated  by  his  own  nephews,  and 
Uladijlas  Loketeky  who  afcended  the  throne  yet  reek- 
ing with  blood,  applied  to  Pope  John  XXII.  for 
leave  to  be  King  in  his  own  kingdom. 

In  the  prefent  age,  no  Pope  would  venture  to  at- 
tempt what  was  then  carried  into  execution.  But 
it  is  ftill  true,  that  the  Papal  power  is  more  re-, 
vered  in  Poland  than  in  moft  Catholic  countries. 
A nation,  which  has  afliimed  a right  of  chufing  its 
own  Kings,  has  never  dared  to  proclaim  them  with- 
out leave  from  the  Pope  •,  and  a bull  of  Sirtus  V, 
has  given  the  Primate  this  power. 

There  refides  conftantly  at  Warfaw  an  apoftoli- 
cal  Nuncio,  inverted  with  an  extent  of  power  which 
is  fuffered  no  where  elfe : but  yet  he  has  not 
enough  to  enforce  the  indifiolubility  of  the  mar- 
4 riage-contrad.  It  is  not  uncommon  in  Poland 
to  hear  a hufband  talk  of  a wife,  who  is  no  longer 
conneded  with  him  by  that  relation.  The  Bilhops, 
who  are  both  witnefles  and  judges  of  thefe  divor- 
ces, confole  themfelves  for  fuch  a violation  of  ec« 
elefiaftical  law,  with  the  ample  revenues  they  enjoy. 
The  private  clergy  profefs  the  moft  refpedful  ve- 
neration for  the  facred  canons ; and  they  are  in  the 
right ; for  moft  of  them  hold  feveral  benefices  with 
cure  of  fouls. 

Poland,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  with  regard  both 
to  moral  and  phyfical  evil,  prefents  us  with  feve- 
ral ftriking  contrafts : the  regal  dignity  exifting 
with  the  name  of  a republic,  civil  laws  with  feu- 
dal anarchy,  a rude  refemblance  of  the  Roman 
commonwealth  with  Gothic  barbarifm,  and  abun- 
dance united  with  poverty. 

Nature  has  furnifhed  the  country  with  all  the 
materials  of  opulence,  fuch  as  corn,  pafture,  cattle, 
wool,  leather,  fait,  metals,  and  minerals ; and  yet  they 
are  the  pooreft  nation  in  Europe.  The  chief  fource 
of  the  wealth  of  Poland,  is  the  fale  of  the  Crown. 
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fcoth  land,  and  water,  concur  to  invite  com- 
fnerce ; and  yet  it  has  never  appeared  among  them. 
The  number  of  fine  rivers,  the  Dana,  the  Bogi 
the  Niefter , the  Viftula , the  Nitmen , ^he  Botyfihe- 
nes , ferve  only  to  make  a figure  in  geographical 
maps.  It  has  been  often  obferVed,  that  it  would 
be  an  eafy  matter  to  join  the  Northern  Ocean  and 
the  Black  lea  by  canals,  and  by  this  means  take 
in  the  commerce  both  of  the  eaft  and  weft.  But 
the  Poles  are  lo  far  from  building  merchant- ftiips, 
that  they  have  never  thought  of  forming  a naval 
force  to  protedt  them  from  the  fleets  of  their  ene- 
mies, by  which  their  country  has  often  been  in- 
fulted.  Their  dominions  are  larger  than  France, 
and  yet  do  not  contain  more  than  fix  millions  of 
inhabitants.  They  leave  a fourth  part  of  their  lands 
uncultivated*  and  yet  the  land  is  excellent,  which 
makes  the  lofs  fo  much  the  more  to  be  lamented. 

A kingdom  of  fuch  extent,  being  two  hundred 
leagues  in  breadth,  and  four  hundred  in  length, 
would  require  numerous  armies  to  guard  its  vaft 
frontiers,  and  yet  it  can  fcarce  pay  forty  thoufand 
toen.  A King,  (a)  who  governed  it  for  fome  time, 
and  who  has  IheWn  what  he  was  capable  of  doing 
hi  a whole  kingdom,  by  what  he  has  actually  done 
in  a fingle  province  or  France;  a King  equally 
qualified  for  writing,,  and  for  a&rng,  informs  us, 
that  there  are  cities  in  Europe  whofe  treafury  is 
richer  than  that  of  Poland ; and  that  two  or  three 
merchants  of  London  or  Amjlerdam  trade  for  much 
larger  fums  than  the  income  of  all  the  lands  belonging 
to  tie  republic.  Such  a republic  can  never  have 
made  the  reflection,  that  the  power  of  Holland 
was  originally  founded  upon  the  art  of  catching, 
and  fritting  herrings. 

(a)  Staniflas,  King  of  Poland,  and  Duke  of  Lorain,  in  his 
hook  entitled  La  f'eix  libre  du  Citoyen , or,  The  fru  Voice  of  a 
CUjf**  p.  247  & 285.  _ 
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The  republic  of  Rome,  in  its  days  of.  virtue, 
was  the  very  reverfe  of  the  republic  of  Poland. 
In  the  former,  the  Senators  were  in  moderate  cir- 
cumftances,  and  the  ftate  rich.  In  the  latter,  the 
Palatines  can  raife  and  pay  armies  to  deftroy  one 
another,  and  the  republic  is  unable  to  defend  it- 
felf.  When  it  does  take  up  arms,  the  two  bodies 
of  troops  which  are  its  ordinary  defence,  the  Po- 
lilh  army,  and  the  Lithuanian,  being  commanded 
by  two  Grand  Generals,  independent  of  each  other, 
are  without  that  principle  of  union  which  makes 
forces  aft  in  concert.  it  has  happened  more  than 
once,  that  when  one  has  marched,  the  other  has 
halted : they  have  even  been  known  to  threaten 
each  other. 

Luxury  has  got  footing  within  doors,  but  the 
naftinefs  of  the  cities  without,  is  extremely  difguft- 
ful.  It  is  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  years  fince 
Warfaw  was  fir  ft:  paved. 

The  extremes  of  liberty  and  flavery  feem  to  be 
contending  which  fhall  ruin  Poland.  The  nobility 
can  do  whatever  they  pleafe  ; and  the  body  of  the 
nation  groans  in  fervitude.  The  example  of  Den- 
mark has  been  hitherto  an  ufelefs  leffon  to  the  Po- 
liih  nobles.  Wherever  the  great  have  tyrannically 
trampled  upon  the  people,  the  latter  have  reven- 
ged  themfelves  by  giving  up  their  oppreflbrs  into 
the  hands  of  an  abfolute  Monarch.  That  all  men 
are  born  upon  a footing  of  equality,  is  a truth 
which  will  never  be  eradicated  from  the  human 
mind  ; and  if  an  inequality  of  condition  is  become 
neceflary,  it  muft  be  alleviated  by  the  enjoyment 
of  natural  liberty,  and  equal  laws.  A Polifh 
noble,  whatever  crime  he  has  committed,  cannot 
be  taken  into  cuftody,  till  he  has  been  condemned 
in  an  aflembly  of  all  the  eftates  of  the  realm} 
which  is,  in  effefl,  furnifhrng  him  with  all  ima- 
ginable means  to  efcape.  They  have -a  law  among 
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them,  which  is  itlelf  more  lhocking  than  the  mur- 
der it  was  intended  to  prevent.  If  a noble  kills 
one  of  his  own  flaves,  he  is  to  lay  fifteen  livres 
upon  the  grave  of  the  deceafed ; but  if  the  pea- 
fan  t belongs  to  another  noble,  the  laws  of-  honour 
only'  oblige  him  to  give  another.  The  maxim  of 
an  ox  for  art  ox,  is  the  avowed  principle  of  the 
whole  proceeding. 

The  right  of  the  liberum  veto  makes  a fingle  noble 
more  powerful  than  the  whole  republic.  He  can, 
with  a word,  defeat  the  unanimous  refolution  of 
the  whole  nation;  and  if  he  leaves  the  place  where 
the  diet  is  held,  the  afiembly  muft  inftantly  fepa- 
rate.  The  Tribunes  of  Rome  had  anciently  the 
fame  power,  but  their  number  was  very  fmall, 
and  their  magiftracy  inftituted  for  the  protedtion 
of  the  people ; whereas,  in  a Polifh  diet,  there  are 
three  or  four  hundred  Tribunes,  created,  it  would 
feem,  on  purpofe  to  opprefs  them. 

The  republic  has  taken  all  forts  of  precautions 
to  preferve  at  leaft  an  equality  among  its  nobles. 
There  are  few  countries  that  can  fhew  fuch  exten- 
five  lordfhips ; and  yet  there  are  none  that  have 
titles  annexed  to  them  ; French  cooks,  and  the  titles 
of  Marquis  and  Count  were  introduced  into  Poland 
at  the  fame  time  ; and  none  but  fervants  and  flat- 
terers ever  give  thefe  Marquifles  and  Counts  their 
titles.  The  Holy  Empire  has  filled  Europe  with 
Princes  ; a title,-  which,  at  its  firft  rife,  about  the 
time  of  Frederick  II.  was  taken  only  by  I^ords  of 
extenfive  territories  ; but  is  now  bellowed  at  a much 
eafier  rate  upon  foreigners,  as  well  as  natives,  and 
upon  fome  Poles  among  the  reft.  The  families  of 
JablonowJki , Lubomirjki , Radziwil , Doenoff,  OJfo- 
linjki , and  Sulkowfki,  need  not  have  been  fo  fond 
of  this  German  ornament.  Be  this  as  it  will,  the 
republic  fets  no  fort  of  value  upon  it.  The  only 
Princes  that  are  ’ acknowledged  as  fuch  in  the  ar- 
E 3 tides 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  oF  JOHN  SOB1ESKI 

tides  of  union  with  Lithuania,  are  the  families  of 
Czyrtori/ki , Sangujko,  and  JViefnowteJkt  i and  y$t 
their  title  of  Higtinefs  does  not  give  them  a higher 
rank-  The  loweft  Caftellan  takes  place  of  a Prince 
who  has  no  office,  that  the  Poles  may  learn  to 
refped  the  republic  more  than  birth  apd  titles. 
Even  they,  whofe  rank  is  owing  to  the  dignities 
they  j:oflels,  muft  confine  themfelves  within  the  lir 
mits  of  their  condition.  The  Primate,  who  pre- 
jided  at  the  eledion  of  Auguftus  II.  having  ereded 
p canopy  over  his  arm-chair,  was  forced  to  pull  it 
down  the  fame  day.  And  yet,  notwithftapding  ajl 
thde  precautions,  nothing  can  be  more  cringing 
than  the  lower  nobility  to  the  higher.  It  is  true, 
the  former  have  their  revenge,  whenever  the  latter 
aim  at  popularity,  which  means  no  more  than 
forming  a party  in  the  petty  diets,  either  for  the 
pianagement  of  the  ordinary  affairs  of  the  province, 
or  for  the  eledion  of  a King. 

The.  kingdom  being  eledive,  it  plight  naturally 
be  fuppofed,  that  the  People,  who  are  the  moft  nu- 
merous, and  the  moft  neceflary  part  of  the  date, 
ihould  have  fome  fhare  in  the  eledion ; and  yet 
(hey  have  not  any,  but  pauft  take  the  King  that 
{he  nobles  give  them,  and  would  think  them- 
felves abundantly  happy,  in  pot  being  loaded  with 
chains  of  iron  ip  the  very  arms  of  liberty.  Who- 
. ever  is  not  nobly  ' born,  is  a tnere  cypher  in  the 
city,  pr  a fiaye  ip  the  country  ; and  it  is  certain, 
that  every  ftate  is  undone,  where  the  Plebeian  ha$ 
no  poffibility  of  rifing,  but  by  overturning  the  whole 
confticution.  In  confequence  of  the  flavery  of  the 
people,  Poland  has  very  few  artificers  or  tradef- 
pien ; and  thefe  few  are  Scotchmen,  French,  or 
jews.  In  all  their  wars,  they  are  fproed  to  hire 
foreign  engineers : there  is  no  fuch  thing  among 
thern  as  a fchool  for  painting : architedure  is  yet 
$n  its  infancy  j and  theatrical  entertainments  they 
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have  rtone.  They  write  hiftory  without:  tafte,  know 
little  of  the  mathematics,  and  lefs  of  . true  philo- 
fophy : they  hive  no  public  building  of  any  note, 
and  not  one  great  city  in  all  the  kingdom : even 
Warfaw  does  not  contain  fixty  thoufand  fouls.  Such 
was  the  ftate  of  France  itfelf.  under  the  feudal  go* 
vernment;  for  what  can  be  expefted  from  any 
country,  where  the  weight  of  the  nobility  crulher 
every  thing  ? 

The  honour  of  being  ranked  among  the  Foliffi 
nobles  has  been  folicited  by  feveral  Princes.  The 
nephews  of  King  Stephen  Battori  obtained  it $ and 
it  muft  be  confefied,  that  no  ftate  can  Ihew  lb 
numerous  a nobility,  of  the  higheft  antiquity  ; the 
pedigrees  of  all  the  principal  families  beginning 
earlier  than  the  tenth  century  (a). 

Nothing  can  be  more  pompous  and  (lately  than 
the  Polifh  Lords.  Their  wives  have  adopted  the 
French  fafhions,  without  having  the  arts  which  mi* 
niftef  to  luxury  j but  it  muft  not  be  fuppofed  that 
this  magnificence  implies  the  ftate  to  be  rich.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  not  the  Plebeians  only  thatfuffer. 

For,  while  about  thirty  Palatines,  a hundred  Caf- 
tellans  and  Starofls,  the  bench  of  Bilhops,  and  the 
great  officers  of  the  crown,  live  like  Afiatic  Sa- 
traps ; there  are  a hundred  thoufand  of  the  pettv 
nobles,  who  get  neceftfaries  as  they  can  ; and  with 
all  their  liberty,  and  all  their  pride,  are  not  afhamed 
of  entering  into  the  fervice  of  the  great  Lords,  and 
earning  wages  from  them  in  the  loweft  ftations. 

When  one  of  thefe  noblemen  in  livery  commits  a 
fault,  he  undergoes  the  difcipline  of  the  cancbou  *;  «ThewWp. 
but  out  of  refpedt  to  his  pedigree,  he  is  furnilhed  with 
a cuffiion  to  kneel  on.  Some  of  them  would  have 
applied  themfelves  to  commerce,  by  way  of  deli- 
verance from  fuch  meannefs  *,  hut  it  was  declared  by 

(a)  OkoHki.  Orbis  Polonus, 
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aconftitution  made  in  1 677,  that  commerce  degrade 
ed  nobility.  With  all  this,  the  meaneft  nobleman 
in  Poland  thinks  himfelf  fuperior  to  all  the  nobi- 
lity in  Europe : and  yet,  this  nobility  which  he  is 
lb  proud  of,  is  fometimes  bellowed  by  the  repub- 
lic upon  flight  grounds  enough,  when  a foreigner 
obtains  an  ad  of  naturalization.  A Jew,  who  turns 
Chriftian,  and  is  baptized,  is  almoft  fure  of  being 
ennobled,  if  he  can  procure  a few  friends;  and  then 
he  may  make  as  much  noife  in  the  provincial  diets, 
as  the  blood  of  the  Jagellons. 

An  hiftorian  is  obliged  to  dwell  much  upon 
the  nobility  of  Poland,  becaufe  the  people  go  for 
nothing.  The  privilege  that  is  in  greateft  efteetn 
with  them,  but  of  the  leaft  ufe,  is  that  of  eledting 
the  King.  The  crown  is  generally  fold  by  the 
-nobles  to  the  bell  bidder ; and  though,  at  the  time 
of  ele&ion,  they  call  out  loudly  for  Princes  that 
will  govern  well ; yet,  fince  the  reign  of  Cafimir 
the  Great,  they  have  ranfacked  Hungary,  Tran- 
fylvania,  France,  and  Germany,  in  quell  of  fo«> 
reigners,  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  manners, 
prejudices,  language,  interells,  laws  and  cuftoms 
of  the  kingdom. 

Whoever  was  to  fee  a King  of  Poland  in  all  the 
pomp  of  regal  dignity,  would  take  him  for  the  moll 
opulent  and  defpotic  of  monarchs ; and  yet  he  is 
neither  one,  nor  the  other.  The  republic  allows 
him  no  more  than  fix  hundred  thoufand  crowns 
for  the  expences  of  his  houlhold  •,  and  in  all  dif- 
putes,  the  Poles  invariably  pronounce  the  King  to 
be  in  the  wrong.  As  he  prefides  in  all  councils, 
and  iffues  out  all  decrees,  they  call  him  the  mouthy 
not  the  foul  of  the  republic  ; and  compare  him  to 
the  King  of  the  bees,  which,  according  to  the  an- 
cient naturalills,  has  no  fling.  They  keep  a con- 
flant  watch  over  his  adminiftration  ; and  four  Se* 
pgtors  arc  appointed  to  attend  him  every  where, 
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upon  pain  of  a pecuniary  forfeit.  His  Chancellor 
refuies  to  put  the  feal  to  whatever  he  thinks  wrong : 
his  High-Chamberlain  has  a right  to  fearch  his 
perfon,  and  therefore  the  King  always  gives  that  of- 
fice to  a favourite.  His  fubje&s  forgive  in  each 
other  what  they  would  think  unpardonable  in  him  ; 
they  are  always  holding  up  againft  him  the  buckler 
of  that  liberty,  which  they  grofsly  abufe  thetn- 
felves ; and  it  is  common  with  them  to  fay  to 
other  nations.  We  have  a King,  but  a King  has 
you. 

Yet  thefe  very-  men,  who  are  fo  haughty  to 
their  Prince,  can  compliment  one  another  in  the 
language  of  (laves ; fuch  as,  1 proftrate  ntyfelf  at 
your  feet  ; I put  my felf  under  the  foie  of  your  Jhoes ; 
and  they  fubmit  patiently  to  an  exclufion  of  a very 
mortifying  fort.  When  the  King  dines  in  public, 
foreign  Ambafladors  are  admitted  to  his  table,  and 
the  grandees  of  the  kingdom  who  keep  his  hands 
tied  up,  are  employed  in  ferving  him.  Poland  is 
perhaps  the  only  kingdom  in  the  world,  where  the 
King  has  not  a right  of  coining,  being  deprived 
of  this  privilege  by  the  republic.  > 

And  yet,  a King  of  Poland,  limited  as  he  is, 
may  a<5t  an  important  part,  if  he  will  content  him- 
felf  with  doing  good,  without  having  a power  to  do 
harm. ' He  not  only  difpofes,  like  other  fovereigns, 
of  all  the  great  offices  of  date,  of  biflioprics  and 
abbeys,  which  laft  are  mod  of  them  held  in  com- 
mendam ; (for  the  republic  has  taken  care  that 
Monks,  who  have  made  a vow  to  renounce  riches, 
and , given  up  their  rank  in  civil  life,  (hould  be 
fupplied  only  with  necefiaries)  but  he  is  pofiefied 
of  another  treafure  which  is  never  to  be  exhauded. 
A third  part  of  this  large  kingdom  is  royal  de- 
mefne,  under  the  names  of  te nates,  advocatefhips , 
and  JlaroJltes , from  the  value  of  (even  thoufand 
Jivres  a year,  up  to  a hundred  thoufand.  Thjs 
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foyal  Demefne,  as  the  King  Cannot  appropriate  it  to 
himfelf,  he  is  obliged  to  give  away*  and  it  is  not 
tranfmitted  from  father  to  fon  by  the  recommenda- 
tion of  merit  only.  It  is  a common  faying,  that 
there  is  not  a n hour  in  the  day,  in  which  the  King 
of  Poland  has  not  fome  favour  to  bellow. 

To  complete  this  Iketch  of  Poland,  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  give  a Ihort  account  of  it’s  moft  diftinguilhed 
Kings.  The  herd  of  princes  need  not  be  dragged 
out  of  the  obfcurity  that  covers  them ; but  Poland 
can  boaft  of  a greater  number  of  intelligent,  adlive, 
and  indefatigable  Governors  than  any  other  Hate : 
and  it  is  not  indebted  to  chance  for  this  advantage, 
but  derives  it  from  the  nature  of  it’s  conftitutioa. 
Ever  lince  the  fourteenth  century,  Poland  has  eleded 
It’s  own  Kings,  and  therefore  has  not  been  govern- 
ed by  children  born  with  a crown  upon  their  heads, 
before  they  have  any  virtues  ; and  inheriting  a pri- 
vilege of  (lumbering  upon  the  throne  in  mature  age. 
A King  of  Poland  is  obliged  to  ad  in  perfon  in  the 
fenate,  in  the  diets,  and  at  the  head  of  armies. 

If  military  virtues  engrofs  all  our  admiration,  the 
Poles  have  had  almoft  as  many  great  Princes  as 
Sovereigns.  But  if  we  reckon  only  thofe  who  have 
aimed  at  promoting  the  profperity  and  happinefs  of 
the  nation,  the  number  mud  be  confiderably  dimi- 
nilhed. 

VI.  cen-  Leek,  the  founder  of  the  nation,  prevailed  upon 
tuiy.  the  Poles  to  leave  off  wandering  in  forefts  for  a fixed 
J.  dafs.  and  civilized  life.  His  character  is  not  tranfmitted 

to  us  in  hiftory ; but  we  know  in  general,  that  all 
founders  of  empires  have  had  good  heads,  and  ac- 
tive vigorous  fpirits : and  Leek  mull  have  Hood  in 
need  of  both,  to  govern  favages  who  were  acquaint- 
ed only  with  the  equality  of  a (late  of  nature. 

VII.  cen-  Cracus  gave  them  their  firft  ideas  of  jullice,  by 
IUdafi  'reaing  tribunals  to  decide  the  differences  of  private 
*‘ca  perfons.  By  this  means,  order  fucceeded  in  the 
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dace  of  licentioufnefs ; and  the  tomb  of  fo  great  a 
benefaCtor  was  long  honoured  by  the  idolatrous  in* 
habitants  of  Cracow,  as  the  Palladium  of  the 
pityO*j. 

Piafts aught  them  virtue  by  praCtifing  it  himfelf;  ix.  cea- 
end  inculcated,  by  the  foft  arts  of  perfuafion  and  tury. 
example,  what  he  cpuld  not  inforc’c  by  authority. II* 

His  reign  was  fpent  in  peace,  and  his  barbarians  be* 
gun  to  be  forjned  into  members  of  civil  fociety  (b). 

Zimovit , who  was  of  a more  martial  turn,  taught  IX.  cen- 
diem  military  difcipline.  Till  his  time,  like  tor-tni7- • * 

rents  which  quickly  leave  the  lands  they  overflow, 
they  had  been  accuftamed  only  to  temporary  iacur* 

Hons:  but  they  now  learnt  to  ft  and  firm  in  battle,  to 
conquer  by  refilling  their  enemies,  and  to  keep  what 
they  had  once  fubdued  (t).  . 

Bokflas  Cbrobri  laboured  to  reform  thei  rmanners,  x.  cen* 
jto  extirpate  their  prejudices,  and  regulate  their  cou-  tury. 
rage,  . which  was  too  apt  to  make  a cruel  ufe  of  vie-  dafi* 
tory.  Being  full  of  humanity  himfelf,  he  accu dom- 
ed them  to  confider  their  fovereign  as  a common  fa- 
ther ; and  obedience  became  an  eafy  duty  (d). 

Cafimirl.  gave  them  a glimpfe  of  fcience  and  li-  xi.  cen- 
(srature  in  a favage  climate,  where  ignorance  had  al-  tnry. 
ways  reigned  (e).  The  rude  manner  in  which  the  li- 
beral  arts  were  at  firft  cultivated  by  the  Poles,  could 
produce  no  better  fruits,  till  the  arrival  of  more  fa- 
vourable feafons.  Even  to  this  day,  the  literary  pro- 
ductions of  Poland  are  fomewhat  harfti : but  time, 
which  ripens  every  thing,  will  finilh  even  here  what 
it  has  already  brought  to  perfection  in  other  cli- 
mates. 

Cafimir  II.  who  did  not  acquire  the  appellation  of  XII.  cen- 
jufi  without  deferving  it,  protected  the  country-people  ,^vV  A 
againft  the  tyranny  of  the  nobles.  That  wretched 1 * c 

(a)  DIuglofT.  lib.  1.  p.  50.  (b)  Cromer,  lib.  2.  p.  40. 

{c)  Chronic.  Pol.  tom.  i.  p.  4.  (dj  Hartknoch. lib.i.p.  65. 

(e)  Sarnie  Annal.  Pol.  lib.  6.  cap.  8. 
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race  was  obliged  to  furnifh  every  nobleman,  who  tra- 
veiled,  with  lodging,  provifions,  horfes,  and  all 
other  neceffaries  for  his  journey.  The  King  abolifh- 
ed  this  impofition  (a)-,  and  if  the  nobility  had 
thought  as  generoufly  of  fome  of  their  monarchs, 
there  would  now  be  no  fuch  thing  as  flavery  in 
Poland. 

Cafimir  III.  or  Cafimir  the  Great.,  called  alfo  the 
King  of  the  Peafants,  attempted  to  fet  them  at  li- 
berty ; but  not  being  able  to  fucceed  in  his  attempt, 
he  gave  them  an  ufeful  hint,  when  they  came  to  com- 
plain to  him  of  their  grievances,  by  alking  if  they 
had  no  flicks,  nor  ftones  at  home  to  ufe  in  their  own 
defence.  The  obftinate  refolution  of  the  Polifh  no- 
bility to  keep  the  people  in  flavery,  could  neither  be 
conquered  by  the  authority  of  Pope  Alexander  III; 
who  declared,  in  the  name  of  a council,  that  all 
Chriftians  ought  to  be  free ; nor  by  the  example  of 
France  and  England,  where  feudal  tyranny  is  abo- 
liflied  } nor  by  the  republican  form  of  government, 
which  is  fo  oppofite  to  every  thing  that  has  the  air 
of  flavery.  But  Cafimir  had  the  greateft  fuccels  in 
every  other  branch  of  the  adminiflration.  It  is  to 
him  that  Poland  owes  its  firft  fortrefies,  but  the  na- 
tion has  never  been  fenfible  of  that  advantage,  fince 
inftead  of  increafing  their  number,  they  are  fuffered 
to  go  to  ruin.  1 he  fame  Prince  exerted  his  utmoft 
efforts  to  extirpate  barbarifm  from  the  domain  of  the 
liberal  arts.  In  his  time,  new  cities  were  railed, 
which  furnifhed  models  to  rebuild  the  old  ones : the 
public  monuments  that  were  then  eredted  were  as 
elegant  as  the  age  would  admit  of.  He  invited  into 
the  kingdom  the  ableft  mafters,  who  unfortunately 
had  no  abilities  at  all  (b).  If  he  had  lived  two  cen- 
turies later,  about  the  time  of  Leo  X.  Poland  in  all 
probability  would  r.ot  have  been  what  it  is  at  prefent. 


(a ) Dlc^Iofs.  p.  5 j 2. 


(I ) Sf.rnic.  Annal.  Pol  p.  1 14.7* 
Ciomcr.  p.  319. 
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It  was  he  alfowho  obferved,  that  the  original  fyftem 
of  laws  was  no  longer  adapted  to  the  interefts  or  man- 
ners of  Poland,  and  therefore  formed  a new  body,  by 
which  the  kingdom  is  governed  to  this  time.  He  had 
all  the  great  qualities  of  Auguftus,  and  more  valour. 
His  fubjedts  decreed  him  the  honours  of  the  tri- 
umph, a cuftom  which  begat  heroes  among  the  na- 
tions of  antiquity,  who  confidered  emulation  as  one 
of  the  principal  fprings  of  the  ftate.  Cafimir  was 
the  laft  of  the  Piafts,  a family  which  reigned  five 
hundred  and  twenty  eight  years. 

Jagellon,  the  head  of  the  third  race,  kept  up,  and 
even  added  to,  the  improvements  which  his  prede- 
cefiors  had  made.  He  did  what  he  pleafed  with  a 
nation,  whofe  growing  liberty,  by  being  always  upon 
it’s  guard  againft  regal  encroachments,  mult  have 
made  government  a much  more  difficult  thing  than 
ufual.  His  fubjedts  were  furprized  at  the  gentlenefs 
of  his  manners ; for  while  he  was  only  Duke  of  Li- 
thuania, he  had  ftartled  all  the  north  by  putting  his 
uncle  to  death : but  he  changed  all  at  once,  and 
being  elected  to  govern  a free  people,  he  found  him- 
felf  under  a happy  neceflity  of  being  a good  King. 
He  tried  his  ftrength  in  war  againft  that  of.Sigif- 
mund,  who,  after  being  buried  alive  in  a dungeon 
eighty  feet  deep,  was  taken  out  at  the  end  of  fix 
months,  in  order  to  join  his  own  crown  of  Hungary 
to  thofe  of  Bohemia  and  the  Empire.  Jagellon  might 
have  deprived  him  of  the  former,  for  it  was  offered 
to  the  Polifh  King  by  the  Hungarians  themfelves ; 
but  he  chofe  to  decline  the  vidiory  which  he  was  upon 
the  point  of  gaining,  for  fear  of  difmembering  the 
territories  of  Poland,  by  being  too  eager  to  enlarge 
them  (a).  It  is  furprizing,  that  an  elective  crown, 
for  fuch  it  was  now  become,  fhould  continue  in  his 
family  for  near  four  hundred  years  j while  in  other 

(a)  Nepglbaver.  hift,  Pol.  p.  23?. 
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Countries  hereditary  thrones  were  filled  by  foreign 
families : which  fhewshow  little  the  event  of  things 
correfponds  to  the  expectations  of  human  wifdom. 
XTV.  cen-  Uladf/las  VI.  fon  of  Jagellon,  was  only  ten  years 
*®y«  old  when  he  was  railed  to  the  crown;  a ftrange 
choice  in  a nation  which  might  have  bellowed  it’s 
crown  upon  a Hero  of  mature  abilities ; but  they 
difeovered  an  heroic  foul  already  beaming  through 
the  infancy  of  the  young  King.  The  republic  ap- 
pointed as  many  regents  as  it  had  provinces ; and 
more  than  one  Burrhus  undertook  the  talk  of  in- 
ftrufling  the  man  of  the  nation.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen,  he  took  into  his  own  hands  the  rein9  of 
government;  and  though  he  held  them  only  two 

fears,  he  Ihewed  jjimfelf  equal  to  the  greateft  Kings. 

le  triumphed  over  the  whole  power  of  the  houfe  o i 
Auftria ; got  the  crown  of  Hungary  to  be  let  upon 
his  own  head,  and  was  the  firft  King  of  Poland  that 
ventured  to  contend  with  the  fortune  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire.  Amurath  II.  having  laid  wafte  Tranfylva- 
nia  and  Servia,  was  menacing  Hungary  and  all  Eu- 
rope ; when  the  young  King  put  a Itop  to  his  con- 
quells,  and  forced  him  to  fue  for  peace,  tyhich.  was 
reciprocally  fworn  to  upon  the  Bible  and  the  Alco- 
ran : but  the  Pope  broke  the  compact,  and  his  le- 
gate,  Cardinal  Julian  Cefarini,  abfolved  the  King 
fromthe  guilt  of  perjury.  With  fuch  aufpices,  Ula- 
diflas  marched  towards  the  Black  Sea,  entered  Bul- 
garia, and  with  twenty-five  thoufand  Poles,  attacked 
the  Sultan,  whom  he  found  near  Varna,  at  the  head 
qf  a hundred  thoufand  Turks.  At  the  firft  onfet 
the  Mufiulmen  gave  way,  when  the  Sultan,  taking 
out  of  his  bofom  the  violated  treaty,  and  fixing  it  on 
the  top  of  a lance,  called  upon  Gjod,  the  Avenger 
of  pequry,  to  punilh  this  breach  of  the  law  of  na- 
I-  lions  (a).  No  fooner  had  he  finilhed  his  prayer,  than 

(«)  Sarnie,  lib.  7.  chap.  6.  Dkigbff.  p.  791. 
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having  rallied  his  retiring  troops,  the  Turkifh  efl-i 
thufiafm  was  rekindled,  the  right  wing  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  army  gave  way,  the  diforder  increafed  every  mo- 
ment, Uladiflas  fell  dead  upon  the  fpot  •,  and  hi? 
head  being  cot  off  by  a Janiflary,  and  carried  from 
rank  to  rank,  made  die  rout  complete  (a).  He  was 
hardly  twenty  years  old  at  his  death  5 and  Poland, 
equally  dreading  the  future,  and  grieved  at  the  paft, 
never  flied  tears  of  deeper  forrow.  The  hiftorians 
agree  in  faying  that,  notwithftanding  the  vivacity  of 
his  paflions,  his  virtues  were  never  tarnilhed  with  any 
vice.  If  he  broke  his  treaty  with  Amurath,  it  wa$ 
then  the  common  opinion  that  faith  was  not  to  be 
kept  with  infidels.  The  legate,  who  fanftified  this 
aft  of  perjury,  was  drowned  in  crofiing  a river, 

The  tears  of  the  nation  were  not  wholly  dried  VtpxVLcea- 
till  the  reign  of  Sigifmund  I.  who  had  the  fingular  tury. 
good  fortune  of  being  declared  King  by  acclamation,  cl*6* 
without  any  divifion  of  fuffrages  (b).  Great  men  ^*1^. 
poflefs  the  art  of  fixing  fortune ; and  Sigifmund  pb-  ions.  ” 
tained  of  her  another  favour,  which  was  that  of  de- 
molishing the  power  of  a religious  order  that  bad 
laid  Wafte  Poland  for  three  centuries.  The  knights 
of  the  Teutonic  order,  being  expelled  Paleftine, 
where,  their  bufinefs  was  to  take  care  of  the  fick,  had 
met  with  an  afylum  in  Poland  in  the  reign  of  3Bq- 
lcflas  V.  and  fhewed  the  moft  indefatigable  seal  toXIILcen- 
convert  Pruflia  to  the  Chriftian  faith,  becaufe,  be-tory* 
ing  more  dextrous  in  the  ufe  of  the  fword  than  of^'*^ 
the  crofs,  they  ufurped  the  fovereignty  of  that  coun-^p^ 
try,  which  belonged  to  Poland.  Here  they  forged 
the  thunders  which  were  fo  often  let  loofe  upon  their 
braefaftrefs;  every  reign,  after  that  of  Boleflas,  hav- 
ing fufiered  by  them  more  or  lefs.  It  was  computed, 
that,  under  Cafimir  IV.  a war  of  twelve  years  only  ' 
had  occafioned  the  conflagration  of  eighteen  thou* 

(a)  DluglofE  jg» 8o8  and 8 it.  (b)  Neugibaver.  lib.  7. 
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(and  villages,  and  the  blood fhed  of  three  hundred 
thoufand  men.  So  extenfive  a feene  of  defolation,- 
and  fo  many  viftims  facrificed  to  their  ambition, 
ihadi:  no  impreflion  upon  the  members  of  this  reli- 
gious order.  They  had  murdered  in  cold  blood 
more  than  ten  thoufand  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dant- 
zick,  without  fparing  women  or  children  ( a ) ; and 
had  beheaded,  at  a public  feaft,  a numerous  body  of 
nobles,  for  refufing  to  join  in  their  ads  of  violence; 
Uladiflas  Loketek,  Jagellon,  and  Cafimir,  had  at- 
tacked this  hydra,  which  continually  acquired  frcfli 
ftrength  *,  but  at  length,  it  was  exterminated  by  Si- 
gilmund,  who  thereby  delivered  Poland  from  the 
heavieft  fcourge  it  ever  felt.  The  uncommon  ftrength 
of  body  which  Sigifmund  pofiefled,  infomuch  that 
he  could  break  in  pieces  the  ftrongeft  metals,  made 
him  pafs  for  the  Hercules  of  his  time  (b)  j and  the 
ftrength  of  his  mind  was  no  way  inferior.  He  lived 
to  the  age  of  eighty- two,  victorious  in  almoft  all  his 
undertakings,  and  refpeCted  by  the  fovereigns  of  his 
time,  who  were  all  cautious  of  offending  him,  not 
excepting  even  Soliman  himfelf,  who  (hewed  that 
regard  upon  no  other  occafion.  Under  him  were 
formed  the  many  great  captains  who  did  honour  to 
their  country,  fuch  as  the  Duke  of  Oftrog,  Kami- 
niecki,  Firley,  Lanczoronfki,  Zaremba,  Siena  wfkij 
Tarnowfki,  and  Pretfiz;  It  was  a oueftion  that 
could  not  be  decided  at  that  time,  whether  Francis  I. 
Charles  V.  or  Sigifmund,  was  the  greateft  monarch ; 
but  the  latter  was  perhaps  fuperior  to  the  other  two* 
by  being  more  felicitous  for  the  happinefs  of  his  fub- 
jefts  than  his  own  glory,  by  applying  himlelf  with 
tinremitted  induftry  to  make  his  fubjefts  better  men 
than  even  their  laws  required,  their  manners  more 
fociable,  their  cities  more  flourilhing,  their  public 
buildings  more  elegant,  the  houfes  of  the  nobles 

(a)  DlnglofT.  p.  949. 

\b  ) Pallor  ab  Hirtenbcrg.  p.  207.  Cfomer,  p,  65. 
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more  commodious,  the  country  better  cultivated, 
arts  and  fciences  more  honoured,  and  even  their  re* 
ligion  more  refined  (a). 

Of  all  his  fucceffors,  none  refembled  him  more Y.  1,-75. 
than  Stephen  Bat  tori.  Prince  of  Tranfylvania,  who IV-  cla3- 
was  elefted  to  the  crown  of  Poland,  after  the  abdi- 
cation of  Henry  de  Valois.  He  made  it  a rule  with 
himfelf  to  dilpofe  of  all  honours  and  employments 
according  to  merit.  He  reformed  the  manifold  v 
abufes  which  had  crept  into  the  adminrftration  of  juf- 
tice.  He  enadted  military  laws,'  which  have  intro- 
duced among  the  Poles  and  Cofifacks  all  the  difci- 
pline  that  they  will  probably  ever  be  capable  of. 

He  maintained  peace  within  the  kingdom,  and  kept 
in  awe  the  Tartars,  Mulcovites,  and  Cofiacks.  His 
reign  lafted  ten  years,  a fpace  long  enough  for  his 
own  glory,  but  too  Ihort  for  the  good  of  the  re- 
public. 

Sigifmund  III.  Prince  of  Sweden,  fucceeded  him  y 8<r 
in  the  throne,  but  did  not  fupply  his  place,  having  iv.’daft. 
neither  the  fame  great  qualities,  nor  the  fame  good 
fortune.  He  loft  an  hereditary  kingdom  to'  gain  an 
eledtive  one;  and  milled  a fair  opportunity  of  con- 
quering Mufcovy,  and  perhaps  of  recovering  Swe- 
den. He  fuffered  Guftaviis  Adolphus  to  deprive  Po- 
land of  the  cities  of  Elbing,  and  Marienburg,  and  Li- 
vonia, one  of  it’s  fineft  provinces.  He  had,  in  fhort, 
two  faults,  which  generally  occafion  great  misfor- 
tunes; he  was  very  filly,  and  very  obftinate. 

( a ) Cromer,  p.  70*  and  709. 


End  of  the  First  Book. 
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IN  the  year  1629,  when Sigifmund  III.  reigned 
in  Poland,  Lewis  XIII.  in  France,  the  unfor- 
tunate Charles  I.  in  England,  the  victorious  Guf- 
tavus  Adolphus  in  Sweden,  was  born  John  Sobief- 
ki,  the  fubjedt  of  the  following  hiftory.  At  the 
time  when  Poland  was  drawn  into  thofe  wars, 
which  lafted  till  the  end  of  that  century,  her  de- 
fender came  into  the  world,  in  the  cattle  of  Olenf- 
ko,  a fmall  town  in  the  Palatinate  of  Rufiia.  So- 
biefki  was  defcended  from  two  families,  whole 
origin  the  Polilh  genealogifts,  full  as  adventurous 
as  thofe  of  France,  have  placed  high  in  the  ob- 
fcure  ages  of  antiquity.  It  is  a truth  of  greater 
certainty,  that  in  both  thefe  families  there  has  been 
a fucceffion  of  virtues,  infinitely  more  valuable 
than  the  higheft  pedigree. 
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The  famous  Zolkiewfki,  grandfather  to  Sobi- 
eflci  by  the  mother’s  fide,  defeated  the  Mufco- 
vites  in  i6ro,  took  prifoner  the  Czar  Bafilius,  and 
brought  him  to  Sigifmund  III.  (a).  The  monu- 
ments of  this  victory  were  ftill  to  be  feen  upon 
the  cielirtgs  of  the  caftle  of  Warfaw,  when  the 
Czar  Peter  was  called  into  Poland,  to  defend 
King  Auguflus  againft  Charles  XII.  The  Czar 
thought  proper  to  deftroy  them,  but  the  teftimony 
of  hiftory  cannot  be  fupprefied.  In  the  year 
1620,  Zolkiewfki  forced  his  way  through  a hundred 
thoufand  Turks  and  Tartars,  who  inveftfed  him 
in  Moldavia,  and  was  retreating  before  this  formi- 
dable hoft,  which  purfued  and  harafied  him  dur- 
ing a march  of  a hundred  leagues.  Having  reached 
the  frontiers  of  Poland,  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Niefter,  a flow  ftill  river,  known  to  Ovid  by  the 
name  of  Tyras  (b),  he  little  expefted  to  be  be- 
trayed by  his  own  men.  His  cavalry,  tired  with 
looking  death  in  the  face  fo  long,  took  the  firft 
opportunity  to  efcape  by  fwimming  acrofs  the  river, 
and  abandoned  in  this  manner  the  General,  and 
the  foot.  His  fon,  who  was  with  him  in  the  ar- 
my, befodght  him  to  provide  for  his  own  fafety, 
but  he  anfwered,  that  the  republic  had  entrufted  to 
his  care  the  whole  army.  The  foot  that  remained 
were  cut  to  pieces  before  his  face  ; his  fon  ex- 
pired in  his  fight;  he  himfelf  was  covered  with 
wounds,  and  furvived  only  a few  hours,  to  die  with 
greater  horror.  The  Turkilh  General  cut  off  his 
head,  and  fent  it  to  the  feraglio,  to  revive  the 
fpirits  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  ( c ).  The  head 

was  afterwards  redeemed,  and  the  father  and  fon 


(a)  Lengnich,  Hilt.  Pol.  p.  117. 

(b)  Hullo  tardier  atr.ne  Tyras. 

Ex  Ponto,  lib.  iv.  epilt.  10.  v.  50. 

(c)  Lengnicb,  p.  125. 
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buried  together  in  the  fame  grave,  with  this  Latin 
infcription, 

Exoriare  aUqt.is,  tiojlris  ex  ojjibu ultor. 

May  an  avenger  arife  out  of  our  afhes  ! There 
ftill  remained  one  fon,  who  attempted  to  difcharge 
that  duty  •,  and  attacked  the  Tartars  with  a courage 
greatly  fuperior  to  his  forces,  which  confided  only 
of  a frnall  troop  railed  at  his  own  expence  ; but  he 
was  foon  overpowered  by  numbers ; and  lofing  his 
life  in  the  attempt,  was,  after  the  battle,  buried 
with  his  fr.ends. 

The  glory  of  avenging  the  Zolkiewfkis,  was 
referved  for  Sobiefki,  their  defcendant  by  the  fe- 
male line  ; who  never  read,  without  emotion,  the 
infcription  that  exhorted  him  to  vengeance.  The 
republic  did  not  • think  their  merit  fufficiently  re- 
compenced  by  this  family  monument  •,  but  know- 
ing that  immortality  is  both  a reward,  and  an  in- 
centive to  heroic  aftions,  erefted  a pyramid,  hi- 
therto refpefted  by  the  Turks  and  even  the  Tar- 
tars, upon  the  fpot,  where  this  noble  blood  was 
Ipilt.  The  defign  was  to  inculcate  upon  pofterity 
the  glorious  leflon  of  dying  in  defence  of  their 
country.  The  infcription,  compofed  in  four  lan- 
guages, is  ftill  legible. 

'The  hiftory  of  the  Zolkiewfkis  would  furnifh 
us  with  many  an  aft  of  heroifm,  if  it  came  with- 
in our  defign  : and  it  is  not  only  in  his  mother’s 
family,  that  John  Sobiefki  found  heroes  to  imi- 
tate. 

His  grandfather  by  the  father’s  fide,  Mark  So- 
biefki, Palatine  of  Lublin,  left  his  grandfbn  many  ' 
great  exploits  to  copy.  To  him  was  owing  the 
happy  event  of  the  battle,  in  which  Michael,  Hof- 
podar  of  Moldavia,  was  defeated.  The  Poles  were 
going  to  take  a route,  by  which  the  whole  army 
would  have  been  expofed  to  utter  deft ruft ion  from 
5 the 
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the  want  of  provifions,  and  the  fire  of  the  enemy  ; 
when  Sobiefki  pointed  out  to  them  another  way 
which  led  to  vi&ory;  and  (hewed,  by  hi$  beha- 
viour in  the  adtion,  that  he  could  execute  as  well 
as  advife.  He  defeated  alfo  the  rebellious  Dant- 
zickers  in  1577,  near  the  town  of  Dirchaw  (a), 
and  threw  himfelf  into  the  Viftula  in  purfuit  of 
their  General,  whom  he  came  up  with,  and  flew 
with  his  own  hand  in  the  midft  of  the  river.  This 
exploit  was  performed  in  the  prefence  of  the 
* King,  who  declared  more  than  once,  that  if  it  • Stephen 
fhould  ever  be  neceflary  to  rifle  the  fate  of  Poland  Batton' 
upon  a Angle  combat,  as  the  fortune  of  Rome  was 
once  entrufted  to  the  Horatii,  he  fliould  not  he- 
fitate  a moment  to  chufe  the  Palatine  of  Lublin, 

The  intrepid  Palatine  met  his  death  at  the  attack 
of  Sokol,  a Ruffian  fortrefs  which  the  Poles  took 
by  ftorm.  Such  was  the  grandfather  of  John  So- 
biefki j and  his  father,  James  Sobiefki,  was  not  1 
a degenerate  fon.  Before  he  rofe  to  any  great 
office,  he  was  four  times  chofe  Marfhal  of  the  diet, 
and  confidered  as  the  buckler  of  liberty.  When  he 
came  into  the  fenate,  it  was  to  fill  the  fecond  place 
in  it,  as  Caftellan  of  Crpcow,  an  officer  who  is 
greatly  advanced  beyond  his  own  rank,  fo  as  to 
take  place  even  of  the  Palatines.  When  the  Pof- 
polite  is  aflembled,  he  has  the  honour  of  heading 
the-  nobility,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Palatine  of 
Cracow  j a diftindfion  acquired  as  the  reward  of  a 
vidtory,  in  which  the  Palatine  run  away,  while  his 
Lieutenant,  the  Caftellan,  flood  his  ground,  and 
defeated  the  enemy.  He  is  alfo  the  firft  Lay- Sena- 
tor, as  the  Primate  is  the  head  of  the  ecclefiaftics, 
and  both  have  the  title  of  Highnefs. 

James  Sobiefki  was  qualified  to  ferve  the  repub- 
lic in  more  capacities  than  one  i for  the  Polifli  Se- 

(aj  A town  of  Pruffia  in  the  Palatinate  of  Culm. 
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nators  are  in  this  rcfpeft  formed  upon  the  model 
of  thole  of  ancient  Rome,  and  equally  knowing 
in  arms  and  law.  Poland  will  long  remember  the 
famous  battle  of  Choczin  (a),  fought  in  1621,  in 
which  the  young  Prince  Uladiflas,  fon  of  King  Si- 
gifmund  III.  had  the  title  of  Commander  in  Chief, 
but  the  bufinefs  was  in  fa£t  done  by  James  Sobielki, 
in  the  abfence  of  the  Grand-General.  Two  hun- 
dred thoufand  Turks  and  Tartars  were  defeated  in 
that  attion  by  fixty- five  thoilfand  Poles  and  Cof- 
fades  j and  the  hero  of  the  day,  being  as  able  a 
negociator  as  he  was  a General,  was  fent  to  Con- 
Rantinople  to  fign  the  peace,  which  the  Porte  was 
reduced  to  folicit.  As  often  as  the  republic  want- 
ed a man  of  abilities  in  foreign  courts,  in  Swe- 
den, France,  and  Italy,  Sobielki  was  the  perfon 
pitched  upon,  and  the  event  always  ju (lifted  the 
choice.  By  his  marriage  with  T heopbila  Zolkiewf- 
ka , daughter  of  the  Great  Zolkiewlki,  and  heirefs 
of  the  vaft  eftates  poflefied  by  that  powerful  family 
in  the  Palatinate  of  Rufiia  (b),  he  had  two  fons, 
Mark  and  John,  whofe  education  he  confidered  as 
a duty  indifpenfably  incumbent  upon  himfelf,  and 
took  a large  (hare  of  it.  Though  fully  employed 
in  the  Senate  and  the  army,  he  negjedted  not  the 
ftudy  of  letters,  well  knowing  that  Ctefar  wrote  his 
Commentaries,  while  he  was  fubduing  Gaul.  There 
are  now  extant,  in  the  libraries  of  Poland,  feveral 

(a)  A town  of  Moldavia  upon  tVie  Nlefter. 

(b)  Thefe  eflates  were  much  more  confiderable  than  the 
dominions  of  many  fovereign  Princes  in  It  ly  and  Germany. 
The  manor  of  Zolkiew,  a fortified  town  with  a caftle  belong- 
ing to  it,  includes  more  than  a hundred  and  .fifty  villages ; 
that  of  ZIoczow,  another  fortified  place,  contains  as  many; 
befides  Olefko,  which  would  alone  make  th:-  fortune  of  the 
firft  nobleman  in  France  : the  whole  is  near  twenty  leagues  in 
extent.  Such  was  formerly  the  opulence  of  the  French  nobler, 
till  extravagance,  crufading,  and  minillerial  policy  have  at 
length  brought  it  to  nothing, 
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trcatifes  of  James  Sobiefki’s ; and  whoever  writes 
for  the  public,  though  but  indifferently,  gives  al- 
ways a proof  of  fuperior  activity  of  mind.  There 
are  alfo  in  the  palace  of  Villanow,  two  leagues  from 
Warfaw,  feveral  pieces  of  painting  and  fculpture, 
much  admired  by  the  Poles,  done  by  Italian  artifts, 
whom  Sobiefki  hired  with  a view  of  introducing 
tafte  among  his  countrymen.  At  the  bottom  of 
each  piece  are  verfes  taken  out  of  Virgil’s  Geor- 
gies, to  explain  the  fubjedt ; which,  though  it  be 
a fuperfluous  oftentation  of  learning,  and.  favours 
of  Gothic  aukwardnefs,  becaufe  the  figures  fhould 
explain  themfelves,  yet  it  fhews  at  leaft  the  erudi- 
tion of  the  perfon  who  could  make  ufe  of  this  ex- 
pedient. 

A father  of.  this  character  was  very  capable  of 
forming  his  fons.  Before  they  learnt  languages,  he 
took  care  they  fhould  be  acquainted  with  things ; 
and  talked  to  them  of  juftice,  beneficence,  and  re- 
fpedfc  for  the  laws,  as  frequently  as  of  military 
glory.  He  gradually  laid  open  to  them  the  inter- 
efts  of  Poland,  and  accuftomed  them  infenfibly  to 
defend  thole  interefts  both  in  writing  and  fpeaking : 
talents  which  are  ufelefs  under  an  abfolute  govern- 
ment, but  neceflary  in  a republic.  He  laboured 
particularly  to  form  in  them  that  habit  of  appli- 
cation which  he  pofifefled  himfelf,  and  without 
which  there  will  never  be  any  fuch  thing  as  a 
great  man. 

The  eldeft  fon,  Mark , was  of  a mild  temper, 
a docile  difpofition,  cut  out  to  be  a mother’s 
favourite  ; and  if  he  had  lived  long,  would  have 
had  the  fate  of  Efau,  who  bowed  down  before 
his  younger  brother. 

John  was  of  a lively,  ardent,  impetuous  tem- 
per, ftrongty  bent  upon  whatever  he  fet  his  mind 
on,  greedy  of  praife,  and  more  eafily  wrought  up- 
on by  difgrace  than  punifhment.  If  the  memoirs 
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of  his  childhood  were  extant,  we  might  perhaps 
dil'cover,  even  in  that  early  age,  the  fird  rays  of 
the'  glory  with  which  he  afterwards  (hone-,  but 
poflibly  we  fhould  find  nothing  but  the  common 
occurrences  of  childhood  ; for  men,  like  fruits, 
drew  themfelves  only  in  their  proper  feafon. 

The  Poles  have  not  the  vanity  to  think,  that 
everything  worth  feeing  or  knowing  may  be  met 
with  in  their  own  country.  When  the  two  brothers 
were  grown  up,  they  fet  out  upon  their  travels, 
and  France  was  the  country  where  they  made  the 
longed  day.  They  arrived  there,  at  the  time  when 
the  young  Duke  of  Anguien,  afterwards  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Great  Conde,  had  already  won 
three  battles  : and  the  two  brothers  declared,  that 
they  thought  his  viflories  over  veteran  Generals 
fet  him  in  a greater  light,  than  his  being  born  a 
Prince  of  the  blood.  At  the  fame  period,  France 
was  entering  into  the  civil  war  of  the  Fronde>  in 
order  to  dil'place  a fingle  Minidcr,  indead  of  turn- 
ing her  attention  to  make  laws  to  redrain  the  pow’er 
'of  all  Miniders.  John  Sobicfki,  who  had  already 
jud  ideas  of  government,  freo^iently  faid  after- 
wards, that  he  was  puzzled  to  account  for  their 
not  alTembling  the  dates  of  the  kingdom,  accord- 
ing to  the  Pclifh  cudom.  The  man,  whom  for- 
tune had  dedined  to  be  a King,  was  now  one  of 
the  muf:cteers  of  France.  At  that  time  there  was 
only  one  company  of  them,  edablifhed  by  LewisXIII. 
ir.  1622,  and  long  called  the  grand mijketeers  the 
other  company  was  in  the  fervice  of  Cardinal  Ma- 
zarin,  before  it  entered  into  that  of  the  date.  , 

In  the  countries  which  the  two  brothers  vifited 
after  their  leaving  France,  next  to  the  knowledge 
of  manners  and  national  intereds,  they  applied 
themfelves  to  the  dudy  of  languages,  which  are 
always  learnt  bed  and  fooned  from  the  nations 
that  fpeak  them.  The  younger  brother  became  fq 

• a per- 
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perfect  a . matter  of  fix,  that  each  might  eafily  be 
taken  for  his  mother  tongue.  The  firft  object  of 
their  curiofity  was  Paris,  and  the  latt  Conftanti- 
nople  i where  they  prolonged  their  ftay,  with  a 
view  of  being  thoroughly  acquainted  with  a power 
that  was  fo  often  at  war  with  Poland. 

Little  did  the  Porte  imagine  that  its  armies  would 
one  day  fly  before  the  youngeft  of  thefe  inquifitive 
youths.  Being  now  furnilhed  with  what  know- 
ledge they  could  coiled  in  Europe,  they  had  formed 
a fcheme  of  penetrating  into  Afia,  when  receiving 
information  that  a war  was  kindled  upon  the  fron- 
tiers of  Poland,  they  thought  themfelves  obliged, 
above  all  things,  to  fly  to  the  defence  of  their 
country.  In  all  republics  this  is  the  leading  vir- 
tue, and  the  two  brothers  obeyed  its  dictates  ; but 
thpy  had.  not  the  latisfaftion  of  being  received  in 
the  embraces  of  a father,  who  had  inftruCted  them, 
both  by  precept  and  example.  Sobiefki  was  lately 
dead,  and  had  left  his  Tons  an  inheritance  of  greater 
value,  in  the  memory  of  his  virtues,  than  in  his 
vaft  poflellions. 

The  throne  of  Poland  was  at  this  time  filled  byyear?64*» 
Cafimir  V.  a Prince,  who  from  a Jefuit  became  a 
Cardinal,  and  from  a Cardinal,  a King.  He  was 
brother  to  Uladiflas  VII.  who  had  fpent  the  fixteen 
years  of  his  reign  in  acquiring  the  love  of  his  fub- 
jeCts  ; and  they  were  both  Tons  of  Sigifmund  III. 
who  would  have  done  admirably  well  in  a private 
ftation,  but  was  a very  indifferent  King. 

Scarce  was  Cafimir  crowned,  when  he  faw  his 
kingdom  become  a prey  to  the  Coffacks  ; a people 
who  formerly  inhabited  the  iflands  made  by  the  ri- 
ver Boryfthenes,  where  they  profeffed  the  trade  of 
piracy,  and  lived  wholly  by  plunder ; but  they 
were  taught  a better,  and  more  reputable  manner  of 
life  by  Stephen  Battori,  King  of  Poland,  who  by 
{his,  qnd  the  other  fervices  he  did  them,  fixed  them 
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in  the  interefts  of  his  crown.  They  were  formed  by 
him  into  a military  corps  of  forty  thoufand  men, 
and  fettled  in  Lower  Podolia,  and  Lower  Volhi- 
nia,  with  a view  of  being  employed  chiefly  againft 
the  Tartars  and  Mufcovites,  the  natural  enemies 
of  Poland.  He  afterwards  incorporated  them  with 
colonies,  which  he  fent  to  people  and  cultivate  the 
country,  now  called  the  Ukraine;  a territory  of  a 
hundred  leagues  long,  and  nearly  the  fame  breadth, 
divided  by  the  Boryfthenes  into  two  almofl  equal 
parts.  Of  all  the  great  things  that  Battori  had 
done,  this  was  perhaps  the  moft  uleful ; fince  by 
this  means  he  fecured  the  frontiers  of  the  kingdom, 
and  doubled  its  military  ftrength  : he  cultivated, 
for  its  benefit,  a barren  fpot,  which  grew  to  be  the 
moft  fertile  of  all  countries : in  fhort,  he  increafed 
its  dominions  with  a new  kingdom. 

But  the  violence  of  powerful  individuals  has 
more  than  once  fubverted  the  profperity  of  dates. 
The  Polilh  nobles  in  the  Palatinates  bordering  upon 
the  Ukraine,  would  needs  treat  the  Coffacks  as  their 
(laves-,  and  accordingly  violated  their  privileges, 
invaded  their  property,  and  wounded  them  in  a 
(till  more  fenfible  part,  by  demolifhing  the  Greek 
churches,  where  they  ferved  God  in  their  own  way. 
Uladiflas  VII.  King  of  Poland,  was  weak  enough 
to  connive  at  thefe  adts  of  injuftice  ; and  a faithful 
people  was  by  this  means  drove  into  rebellion  ; but 
being  totally  defeated,  they  were  forced  to  fave 
what  remained  of  the  nation,  by  giving  up  their 
General  Pauluk,  who  was  beheaded,  notwithftand- 
ing  a promife  had  been  given  to  fave  his  life  (a). 

A new  crime,  committed  by  the  Poles,  furnilbed 
the  Coffacks  with  another  General,  in  the  perfon 
of  Cbtnilienjkiy  a man  who  lived  peaceably  upon 
the  pofieflions  he  inherited  from  his  father,  increaf- 

(a)  Lcrgnich,  p.  158. 
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ed  by  the  addition  of  fome  deferted  lands,  which 
he  had  improved  by  cultivation,  and  the  erection 
of  new  mills.  A Polilh  noble,  named  JatinJki , 
who  had  a command  in  the  Ukraine,  envied  the 
Coifack  his  fortune,  and  attempted  to  make  it  his 
own  ; but  meeting  with  refiftance,  he  burnt  Chmili- 
enfki’s  mills,  ravilhed  his  wife,  and  mafiacred  her 
upon  the  bleeding  body  of  her  fon.  The  unhap- 
py father,  and  injured  hulband,  applied  to  the 
King  for  juft  ice,  and  he  was  joined  by  a numerous 
multitude,  who  had  heavy  complaints  to  make  ; 
but  no  redrefs.  could  be  obtained. 

A refufal  of  juftice,  or  any  fimilar  a<5t  of  op- 
preffion,  only  draws  tears  from  a nation,  whofe  fpi- 
rit  is  fubdued  by  having  long  wore  the  chain. 

But  a haughty  people,  who  can  diftinguifh  between 
obedience  and  flavery,  never  quench  their  anger 
but  in  blood. 

No  fooner  was ' this  fire  kindled,  than  Uladif-  year  i64s 
las  died  •,  and  Chmilienfki,  with  greater  fury  than 
prudence,  advanced  with  his  Coffacks  into  the  heart 
of  Poland,  put  all  the  nobles  to  the  fword,  but 
fpared  the  peafants,  gained  a compleat  vidtory  over 
the  Polilh  army  at  Pilawiecz,  in  Little  Poland, 
marched  to  Leopol,  the  capital  of  Red  Rufiia, 
which  furiendered,  to  fave  itfelf  from  the  horrors 
of  being  taken  by  (form,  and  fpread  the  alarm  to 
Cracow  ittelf,  from  whence  the  crown  was  removed 
to  a place  of  greater  fafety.  The  Coffack  took 
care  to  retaliate  the  injuries  he  had  fuffered,  by 
marking  his  progrefs  with  murder,  rape,  and  con-  \ 
flagration  ; nor  in  this  torrent  of  fury  did  he  for- 
get to  avenge  the  infult  offered  to  his  religion,  by 
forcing  the  Priefts  wherever  he  came  to  marry 
puns,  and  conform  to  the  Greek  ritual- (a J,- 

(a)  Paftor.  Hift.  Pol.  p.  138  & 192.. 
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If  a regiftcr  was  to  be  kept,  of  all  the  crimes 
which  efcape  being  punifhed  upon  earth,  both 
by  divine  and  human  juftice,  it  would  encourage 
villains  to  be  ftill  more  unruly.  Many  innocent 
perfons  perifhed  by  the  hand  of  Chmilienjki ; while 
the  chief  criminal,  Jatinfki,  efcaped  his  vengeance. 

Another  matter  of  wonder,  is  the  defeat  of  the 
Polifh  army -,  the  Grand-General  Potozki  being 
an  officer  of  great  experience,  whereas  Chmilienfki 
had  little  or  none  at  all.  But  hiftory  prefents  us 
with  more  than  one  inftance  of  this  fort ; and  they 
muft  be  accounted  for,  by  fuppofing,  that  defpair, 
when  it  gets  poffeffion  of  an  intrepid  leader,  and 
a brave  people,  fupplies  every  other  defeat. 

Cafimir,  who  had  but  juft  taken  pofleffion  of 
the  fceptre,  was  upon  the  point  of  feeing  it  wrefted 
out  of  his  hands.  The  age  in  which  he  lived  was 
productive  of  many  difaiters  to  crowned  heads. 
Philip  IV.  had  lately  loft  Portugal,  and  almoft  all 
his  pofieffions  in  Afia.  In  France,  the  mother  of 
Lewis  XIV.  was  forced  by  a faction  to  defert  the 
capital  with  her  children.  At  London,  Charles  I. 
expired  upon  a fcaffold.  Were  it  not  for  thefe  in- 
terruptions of  regal  profperity,  Kings  would  for- 
get that  they  are  men. 

The  ignominy  of  the  flight  of  the  Polilh  army 
at  Pilawiecz,  was  yet  recent,  when  the  two.  So- 
biefki’s  arrived  in  Poland.  Their  mother,  a wo- 
man of  an  heroic  fpirit,  as  foon  as  Ihe  faw  them, 
cried  out,  Are  you  come  to  avenge  your  country  ? I 
> renounce  you  for  evtr  as  my  fons , if  you  behave 
like  the  combatants  of  Pilatviecz, 

The  nobility  were  foliciting  Cafimir  to  put  him- 
felf  at  the  head  of  a powerful  army  ; but  the  King, 
who  aimed  at  reclaiming  the  Coffacks  by  nego- 
tiation, and  by  making  fome  fatisfaeftion  for  the 
cruel  infults  offered  to  a brave  people,  anfwered, 
.that  it  was  wrong  to  burn  Chmilienjki’ s mills,  and 
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fill  worfe  to  ravifh  his  wife , and  murder  her  and 
her  fon.  This  anfwer  gave  great  difcontent ; and  the 
nobles  took  up  arms  them  (elves  to  the  number  of 
fifty  thoufand  men,  and  advanced  into  Lower  Vol- 
hinia,  where  they  met  with  a great  defeat.  Their' 
courage  being  not  yet  exhaufted,  they  marched  to- 
wards the  Hypanis.  This  river,  which  joins  the  Bo- 
ryfthenes,  and  falls  with  it  into  the  Black  Sea,  is 
now  called  the  Bogh.  In  this  manner  the  barbarians 
have  disfigured  the  very  names  of  thofe  countries 
which  once  flourifhed  with  colonies  from  Greece.. 
The  banks  of  the  Bogh  were  not  more  favourable  to 
the  Poles  than  their  former  field  of  battle,  and  they 
fuffered  a total  defeat. 

It  was  in  this  fecond  adion,  that  Mark  Sobiefki, 
lefs  fortunate  than  his  younger  brother,  was  (lain  in 
the  flower  of  his  age,  and  at  his  firft  entrance  upon 
the  career  of  glory.  When  the  two  brothers  were, 
fetting  out  upon  their  travels  into  France,  the  father 
gave  them  this  advice : Be fure , children , to  inform- 
yourfelves  of  every  thing  that  is  ufeful.  As  for  dan- 
cing, you  will  have  opportunities  of  learning  it  here  from 
the  ‘Tartars.  In  fad:,  the  Tartars  fought  in  con- 
jundion  with  the  Coflacks  on  this  fatal  day,  the 
Cham  having  a perfonal  injury  to  avenge : for  Ula- 
diflas  had  fupprefled  a confiderable  penfion  paid  by 
Poland  to  him,  as  well  as  his  predeceflor.  After  the 
vidory,  there  were  brought  to  him  three  hundred 
Polifh  nobles,  loaded  with  chains,  and  covered  with 
wounds,  among  yvhom  was  Mark  Sobiefki.  The 
cruel  Tartar,  without  regarding  the  law  of  nations, 
which  proteds  prifoners  of  war,  ordered  them  all  to 
be  beheaded,  and  their  bodies  expofed  for  a prey  to 
vultures.  By  this  means,  Sobiefki’s  mother  was  de- 
prived of  the  melancholy  confolation  of  interring  her 
fon  among  the  remains  of  his  anceftors.  Her  grief 
e’er  long  induced  her  to  fettle  in  Italy,  and  abandon 
a country  where  (he  had  loft  the  objed  of  her  ten- 
dered: 
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dereft  afle&ions  *,  for  her  furviving  fon  was  lefs  be- 
loved by  her,  on  account  of  fome  fallies  of  youth* 
and  his  having  expofed,  in  two  Angle  combats,  that 
life  which  was  due  to  his  country  only.  That  bar- 
barous cuftom  of  duelling,  which  is  unknown  in  all 
the  eaft,  from  Conftantinople  to  the  remoteft  part  of 
Japan,  had  it’s  origin  in  the  north  of  Europe.  It  is 
not  furprizing  that  the  Poles  fhould  pique  themfelves 
upon  it,  as  well  as  we  j but  they  have  been  lefs  pru- 
dent than  the  French,  in  not  abolifhing  thofe  public 
duels,  with  feconds  on  both  Ades,  in  which  the  fpec- 
tators  animate  the  emulation  of  the  Gladiators.  The 
duel  SobieAci  fought  proved  the  inftrument  of  his 
punifhment  •,  for  while  his  elder  brother  was  tread- 
ing in  the  path  of  true  glory,  John  was  detained  at 
Leopol  by  a wound  he  had  received.  As  foon  as  he 
recbvered  his  ftrength,  he  hafted  to  obey  the  united 
calls  of  vengeance  and  of  glory. 

The  fame  enemies  ftill  remained  to  be  oppoledj 
and  it  was  time  for  CaGmir  to  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  army,  in  order  to  render  it’s  operations 
more  regular,  and  to  prevent  his  being  defpifed  by  a 
nation  which  refpe&s  only  warlike  Kings.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  afiiimed  the  command. 

Y.  1649.  What  had  hitherto  been  done  by  young  SobieAci, 
now  the  chief  of  his  family,  was  but  a prelude  to  his 
future  exploits  in  war.  All  that  had  been  yet  obferv- 
ed  in  him,  was  an  impetuous  ardour  which  made  him 
infenAble  of  danger,  and  a greedinefs  after  military 
knowledge,  which  carried  him  where  duty  did  not 
require  his  prefence.  He  fucceeded  his  father  in  the 
Starofty  of  Javorow  in  the  Palatinate  of  RufAa*,  and 
appeared  in  the  army  at  the  head  of  a felefl  troop. 
In  the  many  fkirmifhes  which  muft  needs  happen 
with  an  enemy  who  fled  only  to  return  to  the  charge, 
he  Aiewed  that  nature  had  given  him  all  the  courage 
of  a foldier,  and  what  is  much  more  uncommon, 
that  happy  quicknefs  of  difcernment,  which  indicates 
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i general.  A lingular  event  difplayed  the  credit  he 
had  acquired  in  fo  ffiort  a time.  The  Polifh  army 
mutinied  in  the  camp  of  Zborow,  a city  of  Little 
Poland,  upon  the  borders  of  Podolia,  and  every 
method  of  quieting  the  fedition,  perfuafion,  menaces, 
and  even  the  cannon  of  the  Lithuanian  troops,  was 
made  ufe  of  in  vain  by  the  General  Czarnefki.  The 
attempt  was  given  up  as  hopelefs,  when  Sobiefki  de- 
fired  to  be  employed.  The  temerity  of  extraordinary 
men  is  juftified  by  the  fuccefs  that  attends  it.  It  is 
eafy  to  conceive  what  addrefs  and  eloquence  he  need- 
ed to  perfuade  men  who  had  arms  in  their  hands. 
The  young  orator  carried  his  point ; and  that  em- 
pire over  the  minds  of  men,  which  would  have  done 
honour  to  a confummate  General,  advanced  to  the 
height  of  glory  a youth  who  had  yet  born  no  public 
office. 

The  army  now  advanced  towards  the  enemy 
with  that  unanimity  of  fentiment,  which  is  a furc 
prefage  of  victory.  Chmilienfki,  notwithftanding 
the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  was  deferted  by  his  good 
fortune.  Being  fupported  by  the  Tartars,  he  un- 
dertook to  force  the  King  in  the  camp  of  Zborow. 
The  battle  lafted  feveral  days,  during  which  he  loft 
more  than  twenty  thoufand  men,  and  was  difeourag- 
ed  from  trying  his  fortune  any  more.  A negotiation 
for  peace  was  fet  on  foot,  and  before  it  was  ratified, 
the  King  rewarded  Sobiefki  by  making  him  great 
Standard-Bearer  of  the  Crown  •,  an  officer  of  the 
court  and  of  the  army,  who  carries  the  banner  of  the 
Republic  in  the  pofpolite,  and  at  the  coronation  and 
funeral  of  the  Kings  of  Poland. 

The  peace  of  Zborow  gave  great  difiat isfadion  to 
all  the  nobles  •,  for  the  King,  who  had  not  given  up 
his  defign  of  bringing  back  the  Coffacks  to  their  al- 
legiance by  fair  means,  had  granted  them  terms  that 
might  be  made  a bad  ufe  of.  All  paft  offences  were 
forgot,  and  twenty  thoufand  of  them  were  to  conti- 
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nue  armed  in  the  Palatinate  of  Kiovia,  which  was  to 
be  given  for  the  future  to  a nobleman  of  the  Greek 
perfuafion.  They  were  reftored  to  the  unmolefted 
exercife  of  their  religion,  and  the  enjoyment  of  all 
their  privileges.  But  as  fomething  muftbe  always 
done  to  fatisfy  the  offended  Majefty  of  Kings,  it  was 
ftipulated  that  Chmilienfki  fhould  alk  pardon  on  his 
knees ; and  the  Colfack  fubmitted  to  this  humiliation 
for  the  good  of  his  country.  The  Tartarian  Prince 
found  his  account  in  the  plunder  he  gained,  and  in 
getting  his  penfion  reftored.  All  thefe  regulations 
were  prudent;  but  thePolifh  nobles  were  not  pofiefled 
of  that  quality.  They  exclaimed  on  all  fides  that  the 
King  had  betrayed  the  Republic,  and  they  thought 
of  nothing  but  breaking  a treaty,  the  advantages  of 
which  they  were  refolved  not  to  fee. 

The  Coffacks  foon  difcovered  that  the  nobles 
would  get  the  better  of  the  King,  and  that  the  peace 
they  had  made  would  be  but  of  fhort  continuance. 
They  therefore  took  up  arms  in  conjun&ion  with 
Year  1651.  their  old  allies,  the  Tartars ; and  Bereftelk,  a town 
fituated  upon  the  borders  of  the  Palatinate  of  Beltz, 
was  the  field  of  battle.  The  Tartars,  having  loft  fix 
thoufand  men,  betook  themfelves  to  flight.  The 
Coflacks  entrenched  themfelves  in  their  camp,  where 
they  were  at  length  forced ; but  the  victory  was  a 
very  dear  one  to  the  Poles.  It  may  fafely  be  faid, 
that  Cafimir,  whom  his  fubjects  had  forced  to  renew 
the  war,  was  a viftor  againft  his  will.  Sobielki,  .in 
this  aftion,  was  wounded  in  the  head;  butfo  many 
others  had  wounds  to  fhew,  that  this  was  no  mark  of 
diftin&ion. 

Chmilienfki,  though  beaten,  was  yet  alive,  and  had 
ftill  refources  left  him.  The  Czar  Alexis  now 
made  ufe  of  him  to  attack  Poland,  and  the  Cof- 
fack  took  Smolenfko,  a large  city,  fituated  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  Boryfthenes,  which  returned  to  its 
ancient  owners;  and  he  opened  himfelf  a pal- 
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fage  into  Lithuania,  which  he  laid  wafte  with  fire 
and  fword. 

Our  memoirs  fay  little  of  Sobiefki’s  behaviour 
in  this-  war  againft  the  Mufcovites  arid  Coffacks. 
Fame  records  only  ad  ions  of  uncommon  luftre, 
and  fuch  cannot  be  performed  but  upbn' extraordi- 
nary occafions.  It  is  however  probable,  that  he 
continued  to  difplay  that  union  of  -valour  and  pru- 
dence, which  fliews  a great  Captain,  fince  in  an- 
other war,  which- was  foon  after  kindled  out' of  the 
fire  of  this,  and  (pread  its  blaze  over  every  province 
of  Poland,  Sobiefki,  who  was  then  only  making 
his  firft  campaigns,  Was  honoured  with  a diftin- 
guifhed  command  in  the  horfe.  So  quick  a rile 
as  this,  is  always  founded  upon  good  reiaforis  in  a 
republican  kingdom,  where  the  court  mud  be  cau- 
tious how  it  proceeds,  and  confer  rewards  rather 
than  favours. 

Poland,  for  a long  time,  had  not  feen  fo  many  year 
enemies  united  to  confpife  its  ruin.  Chriftina  of 
Sweden,  that  too  philofophic  Queen,  Who  refigned 
her  crown,  and  chofe  rather  to  live  at  Rome  among 
Cardinals,  arts  and  letters,  than  to  employ  herfelf 
in  promoting  the  happiriefs  of  a kingdom,  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  her  coufin  Charles  Gufiavus;  who, 
by  a miftake  too  common  among  Kings,  thought 
he  could  not  begin  his  reign  betcer  than  with  con- 
qiieft.  In  a Ihort  time,  he  made  himfelf  matter 
of  Mazdvia,  and  a great  part  of  Poland,  from 
whence  he  transferred  the  feat  of  war  into  Pruflia. 

Sobiefki,  though  .he  ferved  ini  an  army  that 
was  beat  upon  all  occafions,  Was  learning  ho'w  to 
conquer.  Being  at  the  head  of  four  hundred  horfe, 
between  Elbing  and  Marienburg,  he  defeated  a 
body  of  more  than  fix  hundred,  commanded  by 
a near  relation  of  the  King  of  Swederi.  If  Cafimir 
had  had  many  Sobiefkis,  he  would  have  efcaped 
the  fad  extremities  to  which  he  was  reduced.  E>e- 
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ferted  by  his  army,  he  fought  an  afylum  in  Sile- 
fia;  and  favv  Lithuania,  which  was  not  yet  fub- 
dued,  put  itfelf  under  the  protection  of  the  con- 
queror. One  would  imagine  that  all  his  fubjeCts. 
had  been  thunder-ftruck  ; and  that  thofe  whom  the 
bolt  did  not  kill  upon  the  fpot,  had  no  fenfation 
left  them  but  that  of  terror.  At  laft,  the  ftorm 
abated,  by  fpreading  over  a vaft  extent  of  country. 
People  begun  to  recover  their  fenfes,  and  to  think, 
that  Charles  Guflavus  might  pofiibly  not  be  invinr 
cible. 

Cafimir  took  advantage  of  this  gleam  of  cou-, 
rage.  Among  the  officers  who  moft  deferved  his. 
confidence,  he  had  taken  particular  notice  of  Czar- 
nefki  and  Sobiefki.  He  had  the  addrefs  to  take, 
off  the  Tartars  from  their  attachment  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  Mufcovy,  and  to  fix  them  in  his  own. 
Sobiefki  was  commifiioned  to  command  them,  while. 
Czarnefki  headed  the  Poles.  They  begun  with 
putting  to  the  fword  the  Swedifh  troops,  which  had 
taken  up  their  winter- quarters  in  Lithuania:  and 
proceeded  to  cut  in  pieces  all  that  were  difperfed 
in  Poland.  Not  a day  pafled  without  their  break- 
ing fome  link  of  the  chains  of  the  nation. 

In  the  mean  time  Charles  Guftavus  was  advan- 
cing out  of  Pruffia  with  his  own  array,  and  a re- 
inforcement of  the  Elector  of  Brandenburg’s  troops. 

' Sobiefki  blocked  him  up  between  the.  Viftula  and 
the  Sanus  (a  fmall  river  which  runs  into  the  Viftu- 
la) hindered  his  being  fupplied  with  provifions,. 
harafied  him  with  continual  fkirmiihes ; and  re- 
ceiving intelligence  that  Douglas , one  of  the  Swe- 
difh Generals,  was  advancing  with  a body  of  fix 
thoufand  men  to  dilengage  the  King,  he  left  his 
infantry  to  continue  the  blockade,  marched  with 
his  cavalry  to  meet  Douglas,  l'wam  acrofs  the  Pilc- 
za,  a river  much  fwelled  by  the  melting  of  the 
fnow,  and  with  that  celerity  which  Ctefar  conft- 
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dered  as  the  firft  qualification  of  a General,  fur- 
prized  Douglas,  defeated  him,  and  purfued  his  ar- 
my eight  miles  towards  Warfaw. 

Some  other  bodies  of  the  Polilh  army,  which 
was  obliged  to  face  the  enemy  on  fo  many  fides, 
did  not  do  their  duty  fo  well  as  that  which  marched 
under  the  command  of  Sobiefki.  It  wasnecefiary 
alfo  to  make  another  divifion,  in  order  to  oppofe 
Ragotlki,  Prince  of  Tranfylvania,  who  advanced, 
in  concert  with  Sweden,  with  a view  to  deprive 
Cafimir  of  his  crown..  In  the  mid  ft  of  fo  many 
enemies,  fbme  blunders  were  committed,  of  which 
Charles  Guftavus  took  advantage,  and  having  dis- 
engaged himfelf  -from  the  dangerous  fituation  he 
was  in,  advanced  towards  Warfaw,  which  brought 
on  a general  a&ion  that  lafted  three  days'.  The 
utmoft  efforts  of  valour  and  fkill  were  exerted'  on 
both  fides,  and  a'  torrent  of  blood  was  fpilt  ; but 
at  length  victory  declared  once  more  for  Charles 
Guftavus,  though  purchafed  at  a very  dear  rate. 
The  Tartars  had  never  fought  before  with  fo  much 
order  and  firmn£fs.  Accuftomed  to  continual  ra- 
pine, impatient  of  any  difcipline,  and  always  ready 
to  fly  when  they  met  with  refiftance,  they  found 
themfelves  changed  to  other  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sobiefki ; and  when  the  feries  of  future 
events  turned  his  valour  againft  them,  they  always 
remembered,  with  a mixture  of  admiration  and 
refpeft,  the  great  exploits  they  had  feen . him  per- 
form, and  were  convinced  that  glory  may  well  be 
acquired  even  when  a battle  is  loft. 

The  republic  muft  have  been  inevitably  ruined, 
had  Charles  Guftavus  lived  a few  years  longer'; 
but  he  died  in  the  thirty-eight  year  of  his  age;  and 
if  war  is  to  denominate  men  great,  he  was  little 
inferior  to  Guftavus  Adolphus. 

On  the  other  hand,  Ragotfki,  a man  of  greater 
ambition  than  military  talents,  and  who  fhewed 
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little  regard  to  the  advice  of  his  ally  Charles  Guf- 
tavus,  miffed  the  opportunity  of  conquering.  George 
Lubomirfki,  petty  General  of  the  Polilh  army, 
and  Sobiefki,  made  an  irruption  into  his  territories, ' 
where  they  committed  the  fame  hoftilities  with  which 
he  had  afflicted  Poland.  He  fucceeded  no  better 
in  defending  himfeif,  than  attacking  others ; and 
involved  in  his  ill  fortune,  the  fe£t  of  the  Unitari- 
ans, otherwife  called  Soanians  and  Arians,  who  had 
abufed  the  toleration  they  enjoyed  in  Poland.  They 
profefs  to  worlhip  one  only  God,  of  incommu- 
nicable perfections,  who  never  produced  any  being 
equal  to  himfelfj  but  it  was  not  their  doftrine, 
however  damnable,  but  their  connections  with  Ra- 
gotfki,  that  occafioned  their  being  profcribed  in  Po- 
land. This  fed,  which  formerly  feduced  both  the 
eaft  and  weft  for  three  centuries,  and  now  mingles 
with  all  religions,  is  perhaps  ftill  the  molt  numerous 
. of  any,  but  has  no  longer  any  diftindt  places  of 
worfhip.  Ragotfki  looked  upon  his  own  ruin  to 
be  equally  inevitable  with  theirs,  and  was  glad  to 
accept  of  a fhameful  peace,  which  left  him  no  in- 
clination to  difturb  the  repofe  cf  his  neighbours. 

As  for  Sweden,  fhe  thought  herfelf  too  much 
eXhaufted  to  go  on  with  the  great  defigns  of  her 
deceafed  King,  and  figned  a treaty  of  peace  at  Oli- 
ver 1660.  va,  a famous  mona  fiery  of  Royal  PrufTia,  about 
a mile  from  Dantzick. 

The  republic  had  dill  two  enemies,  the  Mufco- 
vites  and  the  Coffacks,  to  deal  with  •,  of  which  the 
latter  were  the  molt  inveterate,  becaufe  the  refent- 
ment  of  a grievous  injury  is  more  llimulating  than  * 
the  defire  of  conqueft.  The  republic  had  for  its  al- 
lies the  Crim  Tartars,  a iuccour  which  might  prove 
of  the  utmoft  advantage,  and  was  principally  owing 
to  Sobiefki,  who  had  lived  among  them  as  an  hof- 
tage.  An  ordinary  man,  who  relldes  in  this  capa- 
city among  a barbarous  people,  turns  his  thoughts  , 

wholly* 
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wholly  upon  the  happy  moment  of  reftoration  to 
his  domeftic  pleafures  j but  Sobielki  was  taken  up 
with  the  interefts  of  his  country.  The  Tartars, 
who  had  feen  his  behaviour  in  battle,  already  ef- 
teemed  him,  and  for  this  reafon  pitched  upon  him 
preferably  to  other  hoftages.  The  Cham  in  par- 
ticular conceived  for  him  a friendfhip  which  was  of 
lingular  ufe  to  Poland  upon  this-  occafion.  In 
Ihort,  an  alliance  was  concluded,  and  the  combined 
armies  attacked  the  Mufcovites,  fometimes  by  fe- 
cret  ambufcade,  fometimes  in  the  open  field,  and 
the  fuccefs,  upon  the  whole,  was  nearly  equal. 
At  length  they  were  upon  the  'point  of  coming  to 
a decifive  adlion  near  Cudnow,  and  Cafimir,  who 
commanded  in  perfon,  was  earneft  for  it ; but  the 
Mufcovites  induftrioufly  delayed  it,  to  give  Chmi- 
lienfki  and  his  Coffacks  time  to  join  the  army. 
It  was  of  the  uttnoft  importance  to  prevent  this 
junction,  and  there  wanted  a man  of  ability  to  exe- 
cute the  commiffion.  Sobielki  was  detached  with 
a body  much  inferior  to  that  of  the  Cofiacks,  and 
attacked  them  at  the  moment  of  their  arrival  at 
Slobodyfzee  in  the  Ukraine.  His  victory  wasTo 
complete,  that  their  General  was  taken  prifoner, 
loaded  with  chains  as  a rebel,  and  brought  to  Ca- 
fimir.' The  report  of  this  victory  fo  intimidated 
the  Mufcovites,  that  they  furrendered  their  arms 
almoft  without  fighting. 

Nothing  now  remained  but  to  retake  a few  places 
in  Lithuania,  one  of  which  was  Wilna  the  capital, 
a large  and  populous  city,  but  built  of  wood, 
for  want  of  quarries  of  ftone.  1 he  Mufcovite  of- 
ficer, who  commanded  in  the  citadel,  would  have 
put  to  death  any  man  that  had  only  talked  of 
furrendering.  He  entertained  fufpicions  of  a Po- 
lilh  Prieft,  and  put  him  into  a mortar,  and  difchar- 
ged  this  frightful  bomb  upon  the  befiegers  His 
eruelty  and  obftinacy,  joined  to  the  impoffibility  of 
G 3 making 
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making  a long  defence,  excited  fome  foreign  ofli' 
cers  of  the  garrifon  to  mutiny  againft  their  com- 
mander, w.iom  they  gave  up,  together  with  the 
city,  into  the  hands  of  the  befiegers.  The  Poles 
having  got  this  barbarian  in  their  power,  condemn- 
ed him  to  d e by  the  hands  of  a common  execu- 
tioner ; but  none  being  to  be  found,  his  own  cook 
offered  his  iervice,  and  cut  off  his  head.  It  is  not 
hard  to  guels  what  fort  of  a mafter  a man  muft  be 
that  had  fuch  a fervant. 

The  war  with  Mufcovy  was  now  near  its  end, 
when  Cafimir  fuffered  himlelf  to  be  diverted  from 
it,  by  a project  which  turned  the  arms  of  the  re- 
public againft  itfelf.  This  Prince,  who  feemed  to 
be  deftined  for  all  forts  of  Angularities,  after  hav- 
ing been  a Jefuit  and  a Cardinal,  had  married  Loui- 
fa  Mary  Gonzaga  (a),  his  brother’s  widow.  This 
cafe  was  precifely  the  lame  with  that  of  Henry  VIII. 
King  of  England,  who  married  Catharine  of  Ar- 
ragon,  his  brother  Arthur’s  widow;  and  the  dif- 
' putes  which  arofe  in  England,  had  alfo  divided 
Poland.  The  divines  of  the  King’s  party  fup- 
' ported  their  opinion  with  that  paflage  in  Deuterono- 
my, which  not  only  permits,  but  commands  a man 
to  marry  bis  brother' s wife,  if  fhe  have  no  children. 
The  Doctors  of  the  other  fide  oppofed  to  this  a 
paflage  in  Leviticus,  which  forbids  a man  to  un - 
cover  the  nakednefs  of  his  brother's  wife.  The  Se- 
nators, without  having  recourfe  to  the  laws  of  the 
Jewilh  nation,  afked  the  King,  »**  how  he  could 
“ venture  upon  fuch  an  union,  after  all  the  dif- 
afters  which  had  befallen  England  under  Hen- 
“ ry  V III.  and  Poland  under  his  Father  Sigifmund  ? 

' (°)  Daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Mantua  and  Nevers,  the  fame 
who  was  celebrated  in  France  for  her  paifion  for  Cinqmars, 
Matter  of  the  Horfe  to  the  King. 

“ It 
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**  Is  it  becaufe  your  father  married  two  lifters  (a), 

“ that  you  are  refolved  upon  this  contract  with 
“ your  brother’s  widow  ? Our  fentiments  are  the 
<c  fame  with  thofe  of  the  Senators  of  that  time : 

“ and  you  know  that  they  writ  to  Pope  Cle- 
“ ment  VIII.  that  they  never  fuffered  fuch  unions 
“ even  in  their  ftables 

The  fee  of  Rome,  which  had  given  a fandlion 
to  the  other  two  marriages,  faw  nothing  to  be  ab- 
horred in  this  ; and  it  feemed  that  the  more  oppo- 
lition  it  had  met  with,  the  dearer  was  the  Queen 
to  Cafimir.  Being  of  a mild  and  complaifant  tem- 
per, adopting  in  every  thing  her  inclinations,  em- 
ploying his  thoughts  as  Ihe  diredted,  and  often  not 
employing  them  at  all,  he  gave  himfelf  up  to  con- 
jugal tendernefs,  more  perhaps  than  was  confident 
with  his  own  peace,  and  that  of  Poland.  Having 
no  children,  he  formed  a projedt,  in  order  to  pleafe 
his  wife,  of  getting  a young  Prince  who  was  to- 
marry  her  niece,  declared  his  fUcceflor  to  the  crown. 

The  Queen  having  been  educated  in  France,  had 
as  great  an  affedtion  for  the  blood  of  the  houfe  of  , 
Bourbon  as  for  her  own.  The  young.  Prince,  who 
was  to  be  railed  to  the  crown,  was  Henry  Julius  de 
Bourbon,  Duke  of  Anguien,  fon  of  the  Great 
Conde  ; and  the  Princefs  intended  for  his  wife,  was 
Anne  of  Bavaria,  who  by  her  mother  Was  of  the 
Gonzaga  family.  The  Queen,  who  had  been  ufed 
to  govern,  flattered  herlelf  that  Ihe  Ihould  continue 
to  do  fo,  by  the  influence  Ihe  would  have  naturally 
over  a young  Prince,  indebted  to  her  for  his  Crown, 
in  cafe  of  the  King’s  death. 

The  King  founded  the  inclinations  of  the  Sena*  Year  i66r, 
tors  and  great  officers  j but  they  anfwered  him 

(a ) Anne  and  Conftance,  daughters  of  the  Emperor  Ferdi- 
oand  XL 

(b)  Zalulks  tom.  i.  part  i.  p.  158. 

G 4 with 


Digitized  by  Google 


8§  HISTORY  of  JOfIN  SOBIESKI 

•with  a filence,  more  exprefiive  than  words,  and  at 
length  openly  declared  their  difapprobation  (a), 
Lobomirflii  in  particular,  Grand  ivtarfhal  of  Po- 
land, and  Petty-General  of  the  Polilh  army,  cried 
out,  that  to  attempt  the  eledtion  of  a King,  be- 
fore the  throne  was  vacant,  was  to  violate  the  moft 
facred  law  of  the  republic,  and  to  overthrow,  th? 
flrongeft  bulwark  of  liberty.  He  defired  the  .King 
to  recolledt,  that  all  his  predeceffors,  from  the  time? 
of  Jagellon,  and  he  himfelf,  had  fworn,  never  to 
propofe  a fuccefior.  “ You  would  not  be  fuffered, 
added  he,  to  do  for  your  own  fon,  what  you 
are  attempting  in  favour  of  a ftranger.” 

Cafimir  meeting  with  fuch  refiftance  from  the 
Senate,  pretended  to  defift  from  this  project.  It 
remained  buried  in  his  cabinet  for  three  years,  and 
all  this  time  was  employed  in  procuring  votes,  by 
all  the  allurements  which  Kings  can  offer  to  the  am- 
bitious, and  by  all  the  terror  they  can  imprefs  up- 
on the  timid.  No  attempt  was  thought  proper  to 
be  made  upon  Lubomirfki,  whofe  character  was 
too  well  known.  Not  contented  with  delivering 
his  opinion  in  the  Senate,  he  had  taken  pains  to 
bring  over  feveral  to  his  fentiments,  and  to  difpel 
theapprehenfions  of  others.  He  was  therefore  con- 
fidered  by  the  court  as  the  head  of  a confpiracy, 
and  no  art  was  omitted  to  make  him  appear  to  the 
republic  in  the  fame  light. 

year  1664.  The  Pohfh  army,  diffatisfied  with  its  pay,  and 
‘ , ilill  more  with  the  money’s  being  left  in  arrear, 
had  entered  into  a confederacy.  Of  all  the  aflo- 
ciations  of  this  fort,  which  are  formed  in  Poland, 
upon  pretence  of  the  public  good,  that  of  the  army 
is  the  moft  dangerous.  The  foldiers  are  no  longer 
Under  difcipline  or  reftraint,  but  live  at  difcretioiij 
and  commit  all  forts  of  excefies : the  authority  of 

( ()  vengnich.  p.  208; 
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the  Grand-General  is  fhaken  off,  and.  another  com-' 
jnander  is  chofe  by  the  name  of  Marjbal  of  the  Con- 
federacy, who  is  in  fa<5t  a real  Dictator,  and  unite’s 
in  his  own  perfon  the  power  belonging  to  the  three 
eftates  of  the  kingdom.  He  gives  audience  to  the 
Ambafladors,  iffues  out  orders  to  the  courts  of 
judice,  levies  troops,  and  raifes  fupplies,  commands 
the  army,  infii&s  punifhments,  and  exercifes  a 
power  of  life  and  death.  , The  laws  indeed  con- 
demn this  fpecies  of  confederacy  j but  notwithftand- 
jng  the  laws,  it  is  criminal  only  when  it  is  ill  Sup- 
ported. Lubomirfki  was  not  the  perfon  that  the 
army  placed  at  its  head  ; but  the  court  took  it  for 
granted,  that  Suiderfki,  who  was  chofe  upon  this 
occafion,  was  only  an  inftrument  wholly  governed 
by  Lubomirfki.  A diet  was  afiembled,  before 
which  no  accufation  was, brought  againft  the  appa- 
rent chief,  but  Lubomirfki  alone  was  fummoned. 
Being  convinced  that  the  court  was  refolved  to  find 
him  guilty  at  all  events,  he  did  not  make  his  ap- 
pearance ; and  was  tried  and  condemned  to  forfeit 
his  eftate,  his  honour,  and  his  life,  as  an  enemy 
to  the  ftate,  and  guilty  of  high-treafon  (a).  But 
the  fentence  being  voted  and  protefted  againft  by 
the  Deputies,  was  illegal. 

The  illuftrious  outlaw  well  knew  that  the  an- 
ger of  Kings  is  a fire  that  confumes  every  thing  in 
its  firft  fury.  He  therefore  quitted  Poland,  and 
retired  to  Breflaw,  to  give  it  time  to  cool,  and  per- 
haps to  go  entirely  out.  He  had  great,  dependence 
upon  an  extraordinary  diet,  where . his  interefts 
would  of  courfe  come  upon  the  carpet,  \yhen  this 
affembly.  met,  a large  part  of  the  nobility  refufed 
to  prpceed  upon  public  bufinefs,  till  the  King,  could 
be'  prevailed  on  to  remit  his  refentment  againft  Lu- 
horoirfki.  On  the  other  hand,  the  royal  party  in- 
fo! Kochov.  p.  147.  Len^nich.  p.  215. 
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lifted  upon  it,  that  the  ftate  muft  be  ruined,  if 
the  King  relented,  for  that  Lubomirfki  was  of  a 
reftlefs  and ' turbulent  fpirit,  and  an  incendiary, 
whom  it  was  necefiary  to  get  rid  off ; while  the 
others,  who  were  more  numerous,  reprefented  him 
as  an  upright  citizen,  an  experienced  General,  an 
incorruptible  Minifter,  and  a firm  fupporter  of  the 
laws  of  his  country,  whofe  deftruftion  was  aimed  at 
on  thefe  very  accounts.  The  difpute  foon  ran  fo 
high,  that  nothing  was  heard  but*  confufed  excla- 
mations and  mutual  threats.  The  aflembly  fepa- 
rated  without  coming  to  any  conclufion. 

The  King,  however,  executed  in  part  the  len- 
tence  that  was  paffed  upon- Lubomirfki,  by  difpof- 
ing  of  his  offices  to  two  perfons  who  were  highly1  in 
the  royal  favour  (a).  Czarnefki,  Palijine  of  Kio* 
via,  was  made  Petty- General ; and  Sobielki,  from 
ftandard- bearer  of  the  Crowh,  was  advanced  to  the 
dignity  of  Grand-Marlhal;  a poft  of  high  diftinc- 
tion,  but  which  has  no  military  jurifdidtion.  The 
republic  has  four  great  officers,  entrufted  with  the 
four  branches  of  the  adminiftration ; the  Grand- 
General,  who  directs  the  affairs  of  the  army,  the 
Grand  Chancellor,  who  prefides  over  the  admini- 
ftration of  juftice  ; the  Grand-Treafurer,  whole 
province  is  the  public  revenue ; and  the  Grand- 
Marlhal,  who  has  the  management  of  the  police. 
They  are  called  Brachia  Regalia , the  Arms  of  the 
King ; and  he  fometimes  makes  ufe  of  them  to 
ftrike  the  republic.  Lubomirfki  had  never  con- 
fented  to  be  thus  employed  *,  and  this  patriotic  firm- 
nefs  acquired  him  many  partizans.  Sobiefki  and 
Czarnefki  were  alfo  in  high  reputation ; it  was 
even  confelled  that  they  deferved  the  offices  they 
were  raifed  to  -,  but  it  w^s  added,  that  it  was  unjuft 
to  difpofiefs  a man  who  filled  them  with  fo  much 
dignity. 

(a)  Kochov.  p.  164.  Lengnich.  p.  216. 
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Lubomiriki,  defpairihg  of  having  juftice  done 
him  by  a regal  tribunal,  refolved  to  obtain  it  by 
arms.  He  entered  Poland  at  the  head  of  only 
eight  hundred  men  •,  but  his  little  troop  encreafed 
continually  as  it  advanced,  and  was  found  to  be 
five  thoufand  ftrong,  by  the  time  it  reached  Czen- 
ftochow,  an  inconfiderable  town  upon  the  Warta, 
in  the  Palatinate  of  Cracow.  The  King  aflembled 
a fuperior  force  in  Siradia,  and  was  encamped  near 
the  village  of  Warta ; from  whence  he  detached 
the  Lithuanians,  commanded  by  Polubinlki,  to 
attack  the  rebel  army,  for  fo  it  was  called.  But 
the  rebels  defeated  the  loyalifts,  and  took  a great 
number  of  prifoners,  among  whom  were  the  prin- 
cipal officers  of  the  army,  and  Polubinfki  himfelf. 
The  conqueror  treated  them  with  all  the  humanity 
they  could  have  expefted  from  a friend,  and  dif- 
mified  them  without  any  ranfom  (a).  He  did 
not  behave  to  Sobielki  with  the  fame  generofity  5 
but  ravaged  his  eftates,  and  carried  off  his  ftuds  of 
horfes.  The  pleafure  of  crufhing  a rival,  who  is 
raifed  upon  our  ruins,  muft  be  owned  to  be  a temp- 
tation, that  (hakes  the  molt  folid  virtue. 

This  firft  fuccels  laid  open  to  him  Great  Poland, 
while  the  royal  army  was  exerting  its  utmoft  ef- 
forts to  flop  his'  paffage.  The  nobility,  who  at 
firft  hefitated  between  the  King  and  Lubomiriki^ 
now  came  to  a fefolution,  and  joined  the  army  of 
the  fubjeft.  The  ftorm,  which  threatened  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  the  republic,  was  every  day  increafing  ; 
x when  two  Senators,  who  had  nothing  in  view  but 
peace  and  juftice,  Andrew  Trzebilki,  Bilhop  of 
Cbelm,  and  Thomas  Lefczinlki,  Bilhop  of  Cra- 
cow, prevailed  upon  the  two  armies,  to  continue 
in  fight  of  each  other  without  coming  to  an  en- 
gagement, till  the  holding  of  an  extraordinary 

(a)  Kochov.  p.  173.  192. 
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diet,  which  the  King  appointed  to  meet  at  War- 
faw  on  the  17th  of  March;  and  the  mediators 
gave  hopes  to  Lubomirfki  of  his  reftoration,  and 
to  the  confederated  army  of  the  pay  it  required." 

■ Lubomirfki  was  not  inflexible,  but  fhewed  that 
he  could  forgive  an  injury,  as  foon  as  fatisfadion 
was  made ; and  did  not  dildain,  though  victorious, 
to  appear  in  the  form  of  a fuppliant.  To  prove 
that  he  was  fincere  in  defiring  peace,  he  quitted  his 
army,  and  waited  at  Breflaw  for.  the  refult  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  diet.  At  laft,  the  great  day, 
which  kept  both  the  arms  and  minds  of  the  Poles 
in  fufpence,  arrived.  The  Marfhal  of  the  Depu- 
ties (a),  who  aCted  as  fpeaker,  enlarged  in  vague 
terms  upon  the  advantages  of  peace ; and  when 
Lubomirfki’s  pardzans  gave  figns  of  impatience, 
he  went  on  to  the  demands  of  the  confederates. 
The  attention  of  the  aflembly  was  now  heightened, 
and  the  moment  was  fuppofed  to  be  come  which 
would  produce  Lubomirfki  and  his  interefts  upon 
the  ftage.  But  the  orator,  who  kept  his  eyes  fixed 
upon  the  King,  had  not  the  courage  to  enter  upon 
the  fubjeft : and  a veto,  which  Blued  frotp  the 
midft  of  the  aflembly,  put  an  end  to  the  harangue- 
and  to  the  diet  together. 

Befides  the  King’s  refentment,  which  grew  daily 
more  and  more  inflamed,  time  had  thrown  a new 
©bftacle  in  the  way  of  Lubomirfki’s  reftoration.  Czar- 
nefki,  who  had  been  inverted  with  part  of  his  fpoils, 
the  office  of  Petty-General , was  lately  dead;  and 
the  King  had  inftantly  conferred  this  important 
poft  upon  Sobiefki.  Were  it  not  for  his  diftin- 
guHhed  merit,  which  fpoke  loudly  in  his  favour,  it 

(a)  Tl*e  Chamber  of  Representatives  or  Deputies  from  the 
particular  diets  of  every  Palatiriate  chufes  ^ Marfhal,  who  pre- 
sides at  their  deliberations,  fpeaks  in  the  name  of  the  body, 
and  gives  the  private  members  leave  to  deliver  th eh'  Senti- 
ments. 

would 
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would  give  one  pain  to  fee  him  rife  in  the  mi'dfl: 
of  confufion,  and  upon  the  ruins  of  a hero. 

The  King,  by  this  ftep,  had  put  himfelf  in  a - 
perplexing  fituation ; being  under  a neceffity  of  de- 
priving Sobiefki  of  the  two  dignities,  the  power 
and  honour  of  which  he  had  fcarce  taken  poffcf- 
fion  of ; and  in  order  to  give  fatisfadlion  to  one 
man  of  diftinguifhed  merit,  he  muft  injure  another  - 
who  made  already  a great  figure  in  the  republic. 

“ There  is  no  undoing,  faid  the  courtiers,  what 
“ is  done ; nor  does  it  become  the  majefty  of  the 
“ throne  to  review  its  part  condud.  Better  far 
“ take  up  arms  again.”  Accordingly,  the  war- 
was  begun  with  greater  fury  than  ever.  The  King, 
at  the  head  of  twenty-fix  thoufand  men,  marched 
in  quell  of  the  enemy,  who  had  only  eighteen 
thoufand.  The  armies  drew  near  each  other  on 
the  13th  of  July,  in  the  Palatinate  of  Cujavia.  On  Veariess. 
this  occafion  it  was,  that  Sobiefki  firft  a&ed  as 
General.  The  armies  were  feparated  by  a morafs, , 
which  the  King  ordered  him  to  pafs.  Sobiefki  re- 
prefented  the  danger  of  fuch  a motion,  it  being  eafy 
to  forefee  that  the  enemy  would  fuffer  only  fuch  a 
number  to  pafs  as  they  were  fure  of  beating.  But 
paflionr  either  fees  not  at  all,  or  fees  badly.  The 
King’s  troops  entered  the  morafs,  were  embarafled  . 
in  the  mud,  and  croffed  it  with  great  difficulty. 

Befides  being  animated  by  the  interefts  of  their 
country,  which  both  parties  fancied  they  loved,  at 
the  time  they  were  rending  it  in  pieces,  there  was 
alfb  a perfbnal  animofity  between  the  two  Generals, 
both  fkilful  in  war,  and  intrepid  in  aftion.  A Ge- 
neral, newly  invefted  with  that  office,  attacked  an- 
other who  had  been  difpofieffed  to  make  room  for 
him.  The  latter,  fighting  in  his  own  caufe,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  confederacy,  fell  impetuoufly  up-  ; 
on  Sobielki,  without  giving  him  time  to  form  his 
troops  as  they  came  out  of  the  morafs.  By  this 

means 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  of  JOHN  SOBilESKI 

\ 

means  the  royal  army  was  overpowered,  before  it 
could  come  to  adion  ; and  the  King,  who  beheld 
the  defeat  from  the  other  fide,  had  to  reproach 
himfdf  with  the  blood  of  four  thoufand  men,  who 
remained  upon  the  field  of  battle.  The  Whole'  army 
muft  have  been  ruined,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
abilities  of  Sobiefki,  who  brought  it  off  by  a re- 
treat equally  fkilftil  and  difficult'  ( a ).  And  thbugh 
a defeated  General  is  always  in  the  wrong,  yet  his 
very  enemies  laid  the  fault  upon  the  obftirtacy  of  the 
King. 

The  King,  full  of  regret  at  not  having  followed 
his  advice,  went  and  encamped  upoh  the  river  Pilc- 
za,  in  the  Palatinate  of  Rava,  where  he  fheWed 
himfelf  lefs  averfe  to  an  accommodation  j a thing 
pot  difficult  to  be  brought  about,  as  Lubomirfki, 
without  being  elated  with  his  vidory,  .ftill  made 
overtures  of  peace.  He  was  inflexible  in‘ no  point, 
but  what  regarded  the  interefts  of  his  army  and  his 
country.  It  was  agreed  that  his  troops  fhould  re- 
ceive the  fums  they  had  been  refu fed,  and  that  no 
one  fhould  be  called  to  account  for  what  what  was 
paft.  Nor  was  the  capital  article  which  had  kin1 
died  the  civil  war,  forgot.  The  King,  by  a fper 
cial  diploma  iflued  on  this  occafion,  entered  into 
an  engagement  not  to  concern  himfelf,  in  any  de- 
gree with  the  choice  of  a fucceffor,  but  to  leave  it 
to  a free  eledion^  when  the  throne  fhould  become 
vac-ant.  Lubomirfki  having  thus  procured  fatisfac- 
tion  for  the  confederated  army,  and  for  his  coun- 
try, forgot  himfelf,  and  was  content  with  having 
the  decree  of  his  profcription  revoked,  without  in- 
filling upon  his  reftitutiOn  to  the  dignities  he  had 
loft. 

Being  thus  reftored  to  favour,  and  having  dif- 
mifled  his  troops,  he  came  to  Jarofzin,  accompa- 

(a)  Lengnich.  p.219.'. 
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nied  only  by  his  principal  officers,  where  he  waited 
upon  the  King.  The.  reconciliation  was  like  all 
others  which  are  brought  about  between  a Prince 
and  a fubjedt  who  has  made  himlelf  dreaded  : and 
Lubomirfki,  being  well  acquainted  with  Kings* 
though  free  to  remain  in  Poland,  returned  to  Bre- 
flaw,  where  he  died  fuddenly  fix  months  after  j and 
the  enemies  of  the  court  did  not  attribute  his  death 
to  nature  only  (a). 

Sobielki  having  learnt  to  conquer,  while  he.  ferv- 
ed  under  him,  now  prepared  to  furpafs  his  maften 
Hitherto  he  had  lived  in  a continual  fcene  of  com- 
bats, in  which  being  unmarried,  he  had  often  rifkecl 
the  putting  an  end  to  his  life  and  his  family,  toge- 
ther. Befides,  he  now  drew  near  the  thirty-fixth 
year  of  his  age.  Among  the  Maids  of  Honour 
that  the  Queen  brought  from  France,  without  fuf- 
pe&ing  that  fhe  brought  among  them  a future  - 
Queen,  the  Polifii  nobles  took  particular  notice  of 
one,  whom  the  Queen  herfelf  honoured  with  pe- 
culiar favour.  Her  name  was  Mary  Cojstnira  de  la 
Grange,  daughter  of  Henry  de  la  Grange,  and 
Frances  de  la  Chatre,  who  had  been  Governefs 
to  Queen  Louifaj  two  ancient  families  of  the 
province  of  Berry,  diftinguifhed  by  having,  pro** 
duced  feveral  Marlhals  of  France.  Henry  de  la, 
Grange  was  better  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Marquis  d’Arquien,  Captain  of  the  guards  to  Phi- 
lip of  Orleans,  only  brother  of  Lewis  XIV'.  His 
daughter  Maty,  who  followed  the:  Queen  into  Po- 
land, married  Radziwil,  Palatine  of  Sendomir, . 
and  Prince  of  Zamofki,'  a town  of  Poland,  in  the.  . 
Palatinate  of  Beltz,  by:  whom  fhe  had  four  chil- 
dren, who  all  died  very  young,,  and  the  father 
did  not  long  furvive  them. 

(a)  Kochov.  p.  251.  & 55, 
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Sobiefki,  perfuaded  that  favour  is  al  good  fup- 
port  to  merit,  and  knowing  that  the  Queen  ftill 
continued  her  protection  to  the  young  widow,  in- 
ftantly  alked  her  hand,  without  giving  her  time  to 
dry  up  her  tears.  The  Queen,  to  preferve  the  de- 
cency of  mourning,  got  them  privately  married, 
and  then  writ  to  the  Marquis  d’Arquien  for  his 
confent.  The  Marquis  anfv/ered,  “ That  it  was 
“ a thing  unheard  of  to  marry  again  in  a month 
“ after  the  death  of  ft  former  hufband  j that,  for 
“ his  part,  he  was  not  dazzled  with  the  Iplendor 
“ of  Monfieur  Sobiefki’s  name ; but  that  knowing 
“ the  little  fatisfaCtion  his  daughter  enjoyed  in  her1 
“ firft  marriage,  he  had  refolved  to  fettle  her  again 
“ in  her  native  country,  hoping  that  her  Majefty’s 
“ known  equity  would  leave  him  in  full  pofief- 
“ fion  of  the  authority  which  parents  have  over 
their  children,  by  all  the  laws  both  of  God  and 
**  man : but  that  the  thing  being  done  without 
“ his  confent,  which  had  cOnfequently  been  con- 
“ fidered  as  unheceffary,  the  refpeCt  he  owed  to  a 
**  great  Queen,  prevented  him  from  giving  his 
“ fentiments  upon  it,  but  that  he  lhduld  not  for- 
’ **  get  the  fault  committed  by  Madam  Zamolka.” 
Men  fliould  learn  to  fubmit  to  their  deftiny  with 
a better  grace.  The  Marquis  would  certainly  have 
writ  in  another  manner,  could  he  have  forefeen 
that  this  match  would  advance  his  daughter  to  a 
throne,  and  be  the  means  of  loading  himfelf  with 
wealth  and  honours.  Pope  Innocent  XII.  never 
forgot  that  he  gave  his  benediction  td  the  nup- 
tial ceremony,  while  he  was  Apoftolic  Nuncio  in 
Poland } and  teftified,  upon  all  occafions,  a fin* 
gular  affeCtion  for  this  illuftrious  pair. 

They  had  but  a Ihort  time  to  enjoy  the  favours 
of  the  Queen,  who  died  in  1667,  employed  to  the 
laft  in  fetting  fecret  fprings  at  work  to  infure  thd 
crown  of  Poland  to  the  Duke  of  Anguien,  not- 
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Withftanding  the  law  lately  palled  in  the  diet.  She  • 
was  even  accufed  of  having  given  a commifliori  to 
the  Referendary  (a),  Andrew  Morftyn,  lately  ar- 
rived from  France,  to  prevail  upon  the  Great  Conde 
to  come  into  Poland,  where  fhe  prornifed  him  an 
army  to  fet  the  crdwn  upon  his  ton’s  head  (b). 

She  was  certainly  a woman  of  a mafculine  fpi- 
rit,  intended  by  nature  to  wear  a crown,  rather  than 
admire  its  jewels,  and  much  better  fitted  than  Cafimir 
for  the  management  of  public  affairs.  She  al- 
ways affifted  at  the  private  council  where  matters 
were  prepared  for  the  Senate,  and  had  an  equal  fhare 
with  the  King  in  the  direction  of  fecret  negotiations  ; 
fhe  even  appeared  publicly  in  the  diets,  where  fhe 
had  great  influence  by  the  fuffrages  of  her  creatures, 
and  gave  occafion  to  frequent  complaints,  that  her 
prefence  lefiened  the  dignity  of  the  republic  (c).  Be- 
fides  thefe  talents,  fhe  had  alio  the  virtues  of  her 
own  fex,  and  was  of  a devotional  turn  of  mind  j 
a thing  pretty  uncommon  in  a Queen  who  has 
great  credit  in  public  affairs.  If  it  be  true,  as 
tome  of  the  Polifh  hiftorians  will  have  it,  that  a 
Queen  of  this  character  fuggefted  to  the  King  her 
hufband,  the  defign  of  abdicating  the  throne,  it  can 
be  accounted  for  only  by  fuppofing,  that  fhe  was 
at  length  weary,  as  fhe  faid  herfelf,  of  the  fatigues 
of  royalty,  the  murmurs  of  the  nation,  and  the 
diflatisfadtion  even  of  thofe  upon  whom  fhe  had 
conferred  favours.  Befides,  the  declining  ftate  of 
her  health  made  her  wifh  for  a quiet  life,  which 
was  alfo  agreeable  to  the  King’s  tafte.  The  grief  ' 
occafioned  by  her  death  was  of  no  long  continu- 
# 

(a)  There  are  in  Poland  two  Referendaries,  one  for  eccle- 
fiaftical  affairs,  the  other  for  fecuhr.  Their  office  is*  to  make 
a report  of  petitions  to  the  King  or  the  Chancellor,  and  to  give 
their  advice,  when  the  King  holds  his  court  of  juftice. 

(l)  Lengn.  p.  221.  Zalulki,  tom.  i.  part  1.  p.  153. 

(c)  Lengn.  p.  222. 
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ance,  except  with  the  King,  the  favourites,  the 
monasteries,  and  the  churches.  She  had  been  twice 
a Queen,  but  left  no  children. 

Sobiefki  (till  pofTefied  the  favour  of  the  King,  and 
the  efteem  of  the  public,  two  things  which  do  not  al- 
ways go  together.  His  rife  was  alfo  promoted  by 
events,  which  fell  out  in  his  favour  with  uncommon 
rapidity.  Lubomirfki,  by  taking  up  arms  againfl: 
the  King,  had  left  vacant  for  him  the  dignity  of 
Grand  Marfhal  in  1665.  A year  after,  the  death 
of  Czarnefki  made  him  Petty-General.  He  had 
now  only  one  ftep  left  to  become  the  moft  confi- 
derable  perfon  in  the  republic.  The  Grand-General 
Potofki  died  this  year  (1667)  and  Sobiefki  fucceeded 
to  his  Jlaff,  refigning  that  of  Petty-General  to  De- 
metrius Wiefnowielki,  Palatine  of  Beltz.  The  two 
Generals  do  in  fact  receive  from  the  King  a 
called  Baulaf , which  is  a fhort  mace,  terminating 
at  one  end  in  a large  head,  either  gilt  or  of  maffy 
filver,  and  fometimes  enriched  with  jewels.  But 
in  the  army  it  is  not  this  Itaff  of  command  which 
indicates  the  General,  but  a long  lance,  adorned 
with  a horfe’s  tail,  contrived  to  be  feen  at  a great 
diftance,  either  upon  a march,  in  time  of  adtion, 
or  in  the  camp.  The  two  Generals  have  their 
tents,  one  on  the  right,  and  the  other  on  the  left 
of 'the  line,  each  with  this  enfign  of  office,  -called 
Bonkhcuk. 

The  power  of  a Grand-General  is  limited  only 
by  his  own  will;  the  greateft  inconvenience  of 
which  arbitrary  authority  is  the  abufe  of  winter- 
quarters,  which  he  may  appoint  where  he  pleafes, 
and  opprefs  or  relieve'  whom  he  will.  There  had 
been  inftances  of  Grand-Generals  who  had  accu- 
mulated Starpfties  (a),  by  forcing  the  gentry  to  fell 

them, 

fa)  A fort  of  governments.  The  lands  of  which  they  con- 
fided, xwere  originally  part  of  the  royal  demefnes ; and  granted 
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them  at  a low  rate,  in  order  to  fave  themfelves  from  1 
total  ruin.  Sobiefki,  as  foon  as  he  was  inverted 
with  the  command,  renounced  this  privilege  of 
appointing  winter-quarters,  in  order  to  deprive  his 
fuecefiors  of  the  means  of  being  tyrants.  He  him- 
feif  might  have  tyrannized  more  than  any  man,  if 
he  had  had  that  unfeeling  nature  which  is  too  often 
united  with  power.  Befides  the  ftaff  of  Grand- 
General,  he  poffefied,  as  has  been  faid,  that  of 
Grand-Marlhal,  and  by  this  means  had  in  his  hands 
both  the  civil  and  military  power,  a circumftance 
. which  at  firft  occalioned  great  murmuring,,  becaufe 
both  the  fpirit  and  the  cuftom  of  the  republic  di- 
rected, that  thefe  two  offices  Ihould  be  always  kept 
feparate,  as  their  union  confers  too  formidable  a 
power  upon  one  man  : but  Sobiefki’s  conduct  foon 
.put  a ftop  to  all  difcontent. 

. An  army  of  fourfcore  thoufand  Tartars  appeared 
upon  the  frontiers  of  the  kingdom,  and  was  al- 
ready laying  waile  Podolia,  Volhinia,  and  the  Pa- 
latinate of.  Ruffia.  The  Coflacks,  always  irritated 
againlt  their  mailers,  from  whom  they  had  lately 
received  frelh  grounds  of  difcontent,  were  ready  to 
join  in  any  attempt  that  aimed  at  their-  deftru&ion; 

. and  they  marched  for  this  purpofe  under  the  com- 
mand of  Dorofcenlko,  a chief  of  lefs  ability,  but 
greater  obltinacy,  than  Chmilienlki.  Poland*  was 
exhaufted  of  men,  by  fo  many  wars : its  army  con- 
futed only  of  between  ten  and  twelve  thoufand  men ; 
and  the  ftate  was  fo  far  from  being  able  to  pay 
frelh  troops,  that  the  Grand-Treafurer  declared 
there  was  not  money  enough  for  the  old  ones.  The 
King,  wholly  abandoned  tp  grief,  and  difgurted 
more  than  ever  with  the  crown,  no  longer  exerted 

out  by  the  crown  to  the  nobles,  to  enable  them  to  bear  the  ex- 
pences  of  military  expeditions,  referving  only  a right  of  nomi- 
nating to  them  when  they  Ihould  become  vacant. 
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y.  1667.  himfelf  to  fupport  its  weight.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  evil  grew  more  urgent : the  Tartars,  fuftained 
by  the  Coffacks,  advanced  daily ; and  there  was 
fome  reafon  to  be  under  apprehenfibns  from  the 
Turks  (a). 

The  republic  expefted  nothing  but  ruin;  but  So- 
biefkj  did  not  defpair.  If  ever  he  wanted  a fecond, 
it  was  upon  this  occafion  ; but  every  thing  failed 
together;  for  the  Petty-General,  Wiefnowiefki,  a 
/ man  of  experience  and  abilities,  was  dangeroufly 
ill.  The  whole  weight  of  the  war  fell  therefore 
upon  Sobielki,  who  laboured  to  encreafe  his  little 
army.  Being  to  march  over  his  own  ample  terri- 
tories, it  was  there  fupplied  with  recruits.  Thefe 
he  joined  to  fuch  as  came  from  other  quarters, 
formed  magazines  of  provifions,  exhaufted  his  own 
private  purfe,  borrowed  large  fums  to  fupply  the 
public  treafury,  and  marched  with  twenty  thoufand 
men  towards  the  Palatinate  of  Rufiia,  there  to  de- 
. feat  a hundred  thoufand.  He  was  no  fooner  ar- 
rived, than  he  detached  Koniecpolfki  towards  Tar- 
nopol,  Szlienifki  to  Leopol,  Modrewfki  into  Brze- 
fcia ; and  fecured  the  paflages  of  the  rivers  by  dif- 
ferent bodies  of  troops,  in  order  to  flop  the  inroads 
of  the  Tartars  (b).  He  gave  the  command  of 
two  thoufand  horfe  to  an  officer,  named  Piwot , 
who  ufually  led  a marauding  party,  but  had  all  the 
abilities  of  a general,  with  orders  to  fcour  the 
country,  and  harafs  the  enemy  inceffantly.  He 
himfelf  marched  towards  the  enemy’s  camp,  and, 
as  if  viftory  had  been  at  his  command,  writ  to 
to  his  wife,  who  was  gone  to  vifit  France  her  na- 
tive country,  that  “ on  fuch  a day  he  would,  with 
“ twelve  thoufand  men,  (hut  himfelf  up  in  a for- 
“ cified  camp  before  Fodahiecz,  a place  that  Do- 

■ (a)  Zalnlki,  tom.i.  part.  1.  p.  o. 

( b)  Id.  p.  z.  , ' 
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**  rofcenfko  intended  to  befiege ; that  on  the  mor-  Y-  ,667- 
“ row,  and  the  following  days,  he  would  fally 
“ out  upon  ths  enemy ; that  he  had  placed  am- 
“ bufcades  on  all  fides,  and  would  in  the  end  ruin 
“ this  great  army.” 

The  Prince  of  Conde,  to  whom  this  letter  was 
ffiown,  could  fee  no  poffibility  of  fuccefs.  Moft 
of  the  Poliffi  officers  loudly  condemned  the  difpo- 
iitions  of  their  leader,;  they  faid  that  to  divide  in 
this  manner  fo  fmall  an  army,  was  to  deftroy  it ; 

-and  that  it  was  neceffary  they  ffiould  all  conquer  or 
perifh  together.  This  difcourle  begun  to  fpread 
among  the  common  foldiers,  and  there  was  reafon 
to  fear  the  army  would  be  diffieartened.  Upon  fuch 
occafions,  it  is  as  neceffary  that  a general  ffiould 
/peaky  as  that  he  ffiould  att  upon  others.  “ I am 
“ determined,  fays  he,  to  make  no  change  in  my 
plan;  the  event  will  ffiew  whether  it  be  well  laid 
“ or  not.  As  to  .what  remains,  I lay  no  reflrainc 
“ upon  fuch  as  have  not  the  courage  to  face  a glo- 
“ rious  death.  Let  them  retire,  and  die  in  flight 
“ by  the  fword  of  a Coffackor  a Tartar.  For 
“ myfelf,  I ffiall  flay  here,  with  all  thofe  brave 
“ fouls  who  loye  their  country.  This  crowd  of 
“ robbers  makes  no  impreffion  upon  my  mind. 

“ I know  that  Heaven  has  often  given  victory  to 
“ fmall  numbers,  when  animated  with  valour; 

“ and  can  you  doubt  but  God  will  be  for  us  againft 
“ thefe  infidels  ?”  All  who  were  prelent  looked 
at  each  other;  and  bluffied  ; and  no  one  thought  of  > 
leaving  the  camp  (a). 

The  Barbarians  were  free  to  march  on  anti  pene- 
trate into  the,  heart  of  Poland  : but  they  chofe  ra- 
ther to  deprive  the  kingdom  of  its  only  rel'ource, 
by  attacking  this  little  army  with  all  their  forces  ; 
and  they  were  too  well  acquainted  with  Sobielki  tb 

(a)  Zal.  tom.  i.  part  1.  p.  10. 
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■ leave  him  behind  them.  He  had  already  taken 
fome  prifoners,  whom  he  made  life  of  to  menace 
the  Tartarian  General,  at  a time  when  he  had  every 
thing  to  fear  himfelf.  Go,  fays  he  to  the  prifoners 
as  he  difmified  them,  tell  the • Sultan  Nuradin , that 
I will  treat  him  in  the  fame  m inner  that  he  treated 
tny  hr  ether : 1 "rill  have  head  for  head.  The  only 
anfwer  that  Nuradin  gave,  was  to  haften  the  at- 
tack (a). 

Among  the  Polifh  officers  who  defended  the  en- 
trenchments, there  were  feveral  who  had  acquired 
great  glory  in  former  addons';  'and  they  were  now 
employed  with  all  the  marks  of  confidence  and 
diftindion  that  they  deferved.  Alexander  Pola- 
nowfki  commanded  on  the  left  •,  Uladiflas  WHc- 
zowfki,  on  the  right ; the  center  was  committed 
to  the  care  of  Stnniflas  Jablonowfki,  Palatine  of 
Ruffia,  of  whom  it  was  become  a proverbial  fay- 
ing, Is  he  greater  in  the  fenate  than  in  the  field? 
The  Grand  General  undertook  the  infpedtion  of  the 
'whole  (b).  - d 

The  enemy  poured  in  upon  the  camp  on  all  fides, 
and  were  on  all  fides  warrhly  received,  while  the  ar- 
tillery kept  playing  brifkly.  At  length  they  forced 
their  way  in  a weak  place,  and  the  Poles  running 
thither,  repulfe,  expel,  purfue  them,  fabre  in  hand, 
beyond  the  entrenchments.  The  plain  was  foon 
covered  with  dead  bodies,  but  there  fell  only  four 
hundred  ’ Poles : the  Tartars1  carried  off  theirs,  to 
burn  them  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  nation. 
Sobiefki,  having  ftood  this  firft  affault,  did  not 
make  all  the  advantage  of  this  fuccefs  that  fortune 
feemed  to  invite  him  to.  The  affailants  had  much 
to  lofe,  but  he  had  every  thing  to  fave.  He  there- 

(a)  Chrufcinfki. 

(b)  Zalufki.  tom.Ji.  part  i.  p.  ii. 

fore 
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fore  returnee}  to  his  entrenchments  to  make  the  moft  Y<  16671 
of  any  favourable,  opportunity  that  lhould  offer. 

A battle  is  .generally  over  in  a few  hours;  but 
in  this  cafe  there  was  a continued  action  of  feven- 
teen  days  .together,  on  each  of  which  both  fides 
fought  as  if  the  prefent  had  been  the  decifive  mo- 
ment. On  the  part  of  the  affailants,  whofe  fupe- 
tior  number  gave  them  confidence,  it  was  attack 
upon  attack;  on  the  part  of  the  befieged,  defence 
.upon  defence,  fally  upon  fally.  The  laft  day  of 
-ail  was  the  moft  bloody.  Sobiefki  had  given  or- 
ders to  the  fevecal  detachments,  which  had  occa- 
.fioned  fuch  murmurs 'in  the  army  by  their  fepara- 
tion,  -to  approach  infenfibly  towards  the  camp. 

The  Barbarians,  provoked  and  di (heartened  by  fo 
obftioate  a refiftance  made  by  ,fo  finall  a number, 

-had  .rcfblved  upon. a general  affault : and  the  mo- 
ment was  near  which, muft  determine  the  fafety  or 
ruin  of  the  republic. 

Sobielki,  inftead  of  waiting  to  be  attacked, 
quitted  his.  entrenchments  and  marched  to  meet  the 
enemy-  His  troops  ,had  learnt,  from  the  preced- 
ing, actions,  that  this,  crowd  of  opponents  was  not 
, invincible.  The  Barbarians,  altonifhed  at  fuch. 
boldnefs,  , teftified  their  Joy  by  loud  cries,  which 
were  inftantly  fuqceeded  by  the.  battle.  A deluge 
of  blood  was  fpilt,  and . victory-  dill  continued  un- 
certain ; but  before,  it  declared  for  either  fide,  the 
-fevqral  detachments  arrived,  and  attacked  the  ene-  ' 
my  in  flank.  The  braye  Piwot  in  particular,  after 
having  laid  vvafte  the  quarters, of  theCoffacks,  car- 
■ ried  off  their  convoys,  and  repulfed  their  foraging 
parties,  redoubled  his  glorious  efforts,  attacked, 
fabre  in,  hand,  .with  his  two  thoufand  hprfe,  and 
drove  all  before  him.  The  very  futtlers  and  pea- 
fants  converted  every  thing  they  could  find  into 
arms,  and  refolved  to  bear  a (hare  in  the  victory, 
which  was  now  but  feebly  .dilputed.  The  carnage 
H 4 would 
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y.  1667.  would  have  been  univerfal,  if  the  vidtors  had  not 
been  wearied  with  daughter.  The  Tartars,  little 
accu  Homed  to  pitched  battles,  begun  to  look  be- 
hind them;  and  foon  after  gave  way,  loft  their 
ranks,  took  to  flight,  and  drew  the  Coflacks  after 
them.  At  this  jundture,  Sobitfki,  whofe  bravery 
and  flail  had  animated  the  whole  adion,  hoped  to 
keep  his  word  with  Nuradin,  and  ordered  his  life 
to  be  fpared,  if  he  Ihould  be  overtaken  in  the  rout, 
that  he  might  facrifice  him  to  the  manes  of  his 
brother.  But  Nuradin  and  Dorofcenfko  had  re- 
tired fo  early  as  to  fear  no  purfuit,  leaving  twenty 
thoufand  of  their  men  dead  upon  the  field  of  battle. 
After  their  retreat,  the  Poles  law,  with  horror,  all 
the  ravages  they  had  committed,  the  villages  facked, 
the  country-feats  and  town-palaces  of  the  noibles 
levelled  with  the  ground,  the  churches  burnt,  car- 
caffes  piled  in  heaps  upon  the  ruins,  and  the  fron- 
tiers entirely  laidwafte;  but  the  body  of  the  ftate 
was  preferved  (a ) •,  and  Sobidki’s  fuccefs  aftonifhed 
Poland,  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  France. 

The  Barbarians,  who  had  begun  the  war,  now 
fued  for  peace,  which  the  conquerors  wanted  more 
than  the  conquered.  Jablonowfki  was  appointed 
‘ to  fettle  the  conditions  of  the  treaty,  which  was 
impeded  by  one  difficulty.  The  infidels  demanded 
■and  offered  hoftages  •,  whereas  the  chriftians  alledged 
that  a peace  confirmed  by  oaths  made  them  ufelefs. 
The  Tartars  ftill  infilled  upon  their  demand,  and 
anfwered  that  pad  events  had  taught  them  what 
value  they  ought  to  fet  upon  oaths.  At  laft,  the 
article  of  hoftages  was  agreed  to,  and  the  peace  was 
figned  the  19th  of  Odlober  (£). 

Sobiefki,  preceded  by  vidtory,  returned  to  War- 
fa  w,  He  received  upon  the  road  the  homage  of 

fa)  Lengnich.  p.  22,  and  23* 

(b)  Zalufk.  tpjn.  i.  part.  1.  p.  13  aad  15, 

the 
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the  inhabitants  for  all  the  pofieffions  he  had  pre- 
ferved  them ; nor  was  the  capital  fparing  of  its 
acclamations. 

Another  fubjedt  of  joy,  attended  with  lefs  luftre, 
but  perhaps  more  lolid  fatisfa&ion,  was  his  be- 
coming a father.  His  wife  was  brought  to  bed  at 
Paris  of  a fon,  whom  the  virtues  of  his  father 
were  defined  to  raife  in  time.to  the  rank  of  princes. 
The  child’s  Godfather  was  Lewis  XIV.  and  he 
was  named  James- Lewis,  uniting  by  this  means 
the  names  of  his  illuftrious  grandfather,  and  a great 
monarch. 

The  winter  is  the  feafon  ufually  allotted  for  diets, 
that  the  operations  of  war  may  not  be  interrupted. 
That  of  the  prefent  year  was  opened  in  the  month 
of  February.  The  republic  of  Poland  has  many 
cuftoms  which  greatly  refemble  thofe  of  ancient 
Rome.  The  Grand-General  gave  an  account  of 
the  inftru&ions  he  had  received  from  the  fenate,  of 
the  operations  and  fuccefs  of  the  campaign,  and 
the  diftinguilhed  aftions  of  thofe  who  (hared  his  la- 
bours, dwelling  upon  thefe  much  longer  than  upon 
his  own.  His  difcourfe  was  received  with  applaufe 
by  all  the  orders  of  the  affenibly ; and  the  Vice- 
Chancellor  rifing  from  his  feat  at  the  foot  of  the 
throne,  gave  folemn  thanks,  in  the  name  of  the  re- 
public, to  the  deliverer  of  his  country,  and  all  who 
had  aflifted  in  its  prefervation  (a):  a cuftom  admi- 
rably calculated  to  raife  emulation,  but  impractica- 
ble in  pure  monarchies,  where  the  King  engrofles  all 
attention. 

Cafimir  had  no  other  (hare  in  this  victory,  but 
ordering  prayers  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  campaign, 
and  giving  folemn  thanks  to  God  in  the  great 
church  of  Warfaw.  A deep  melancholy  preyed 
Upon  his  fpirits : he  was  inconfolable  for  the  lofs  of 

(a)  Zalulki,  tom.  i.  p.  33. 

the 
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the  Queen  ; and  yet,  by  no  uncommon  contradic- 
tion between  the  judgment  and  the  affections,  his 
conicience  was  uneafy  at  having  married  her.  The 
authority  of  the  Holy  Sec  had  long  quieted  his 
jfcruples ; but  he  now  looked  upon  himfelf  as  ac- 
countable for  all  the  calamities  which  the  voice  of  the 
public  attributed  to  his  mat  ri age  and  his  admini- 
ftrarion.  His  rniod,  overwhelmed  with  grief,  was 
fenfible  only  of  the  burdens  of  royalty.  ‘He  re- 
called to  his  memory  the  many  difgufts  that  had 
"been  given  him  upon  different  occafions,  the  vio- 
lence done  to  his  inclinations  in  taking  up  arms 
'againll  the  Coflacks,  the  confederacy  of  Lubomir- 
;iki,  the  revolt  of  a great  part  of  the  -nobles,  the 
perpetual  declamations  againft  the  Queen,  Who  was 
accufed  of  engaging  him  in  the  projects  of  foreign 
courts,  the  invectives  made  by  the  deputies  in  full 
.diet  againft  the  French  amoaflador,  ’ Peter  dedBonzi, 
Bifhop  of  Beziers,  a fubtle  and  inftnuating' Italian, 
who  was  highly  in  the  King’s  favour,  and  their  ob- 
ftinacy  in  inllfting  upon  his  difmiffton  in  fpite  6f 
the  court.  He  could  not  get  out  of  his  mind  what 
a deputy  had"  told  him  to  his  face,  a little  before  the 
death  of  the  Queen , That  the  calamities  of  Poland 
•would  not  end  but  with  his  reign.  The  'diminution 
•of  his  German  guard,  though  paid  out  of  his  own 
revenue  ( a ),  was  another  circumftance  that  hurt 
him  greatly.  He  could  fee  nothing  in  his  regal 
dignity  but  a vaft  burden,  which  the  Queen  no 
longer  helped  him  to  fupport,  and  which  he- want- 
ed to  remove  from  his  fhoulders. 

Lewis  XIV.  had  not  laid  afide  his  projeCfc  of 
reigning  in  Poland,  by  procuring  that  crown  for  the 
Duke  of  Anguien.  ' He  commiftioned  his  ambafla- 
dor  to  offer  abbeys  ihftead  of  a kingdom,  and  what- 

(a)  Zalufki,  tom.  i.  p.  161.  The  King’s  foreign  guard 
may  be  more  or  Jefs  numerous.  That  which  the  republic  pro- 
vides him,  confilts  of  1200  men. 

6 ' ever 
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ever,  place  of  rcfidence  Cafimir  fhopld  fix  upon  in 
his  whole  dominions.  The  King  of  Poland’s  cha- 
racter muft  have,  been  thoroughly  known,  or  fuch 
proposals  would  never  have  been  made  him*  The 
republic  as  yet  .knew  nothing  of  the  King’s  having 
formed  a defign  to  quit  the  throne.  * He  had  in- 
deed dropped  fuch  a hint  a.  few  hours,  after  the 
Queen’s  death ; but  his  confidents  fuppofed  that  he 
wbuld  think  no  more  of  it,  as  foon  as  the  grave 
was  clofed ; and  they  kept  it  a profound  fecret. 
The  fenators  had  no  apprehenfions  but  of  another 
marriage  contrary,  to  the  inclinations  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  therefore  bailed  to  propofe  to  him  one  that 
it  could  approve. 

There  were  at  that  time  in.  Europe,  as  there  arc 
now,  many  . Princefies  to  be  difpofed  of  in  mar- 
riage* and  but  few  hufbands  to  be  got.  Every 
Hate  made  an  offer,  of  fuch  a*  (it  could  furniftv: 
their  pictures  were  to  .be  feen  in  the  caftle  of  War- 
law  •,  and  the  King  was  the  only  perfon  who  never 
looked  at  them. , To  get  rid  of  fuch  troublefome 
objeCts,  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  fay,  / abdi- 
cate, , Thefe  words  he  was  refolved  upon  pronounc- 
ing foon,.  and  had  already  fignified  his  intention 
• fo  all  foreign  courts.  His  letter  to  Pope  Clement 
IX.  contains  thefe  words,,  which  gave  great  edifi- 
cation at  Rome,  and  great , fcandal  at  Warfaw : 
The  diadem  far  which  I am  indebted  to  the  benediction 
of  the  holy  apoftolic  fee , / lay  down  at  your  Holinefs's 
feet  (a).  Nothing  however  was  effected  by  thefe 
meafures,  without  treating  with  his  own  fubjeCts, 
who  alone  could  refume  the  crown  they  had  given 
him.  < ■ . ■ ■ . ..  ‘ ' 

He  therefore  aflembled  the  fenate  in  the  month 
of  May,  without  declaring  the  fobjeCt  of  their 

meeting.  The  fenators  were  all  in  fufpence  at  this 

. * - * 

fa)  Zalufki,  tom.  i.  p.  3 8. 'and  134. 
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uncertainty,  till  the  Vice-Chancellor  Olfowfki  put 
an  end  to  it,  by  taking  from  the  King’s  hands  a 
paper  which  he  watered  with  his  tears,  and  read 
with  a voice  interrupted  by  frequent  fighs  : “ The 
“ King  has  refolved  to  interpofe  fome  fpace  of  time 
“ between  the  hurry  and  agitation  of  a throne,  and 
“ that  ftate  of  eternal  peace,  to-which  he  refolves 
“ to  dedicate  entirely  his  future  thoughts.  The 
“ hour  cannot  be  far  off,  which  will  render  him 
“ unable  to  bear  the  weight  of  a crown  ; and  he 
*-*  chules  rather  to  anticipate  this  hour,  than  to  be 
“ overtaken  by  it.  He  has  heard  the  murmurings 
“ of  the  nation  againft  his  government ; he  knows 
“ the  unfavourable  conftruftions  that  have  more 
“ than  once  been  put  upon  his  intentions,  fo  as 
“ even  to  accufe  him  of  contriving  to  get  a fuc- 
“ ceffor  elected  by  -violence.  He  will  therefore 
“ deliver  the  republic  from  its  apprehenfions,  by 
:*.*  relignlng  the  -fceptre  into'  the  fame  hands  that 
“ intrufted  it  to  him.  T his  defign  is  irrevocably 
“ refolved  on  : he  therefore  defires  the  fenate  to 
“ fpare  both  itl'elf  and  him  the  trouble  of  ufelefs 
“ perfuafions  to  alter  it.” 

- It  was  vilible  on  this  occafion,  how  greatly  the 
affedlions  of  men  are  influenced  by  whatever  has  an 
air  of  drfintereftednefs,  and  greatnefs  of  mind.  The 
•King,  by  quitting  the  throne,  feemed  to  have  ac- 
quired the  qualifications  neceffary  to  fill  it.  All  the 
fenators,  with  their  feyes  bathed  in  tears,  made  figns 
to  the  Primate  to  fpeak.  He  rofe  up,  and  repre- 
fented  to  the  King,  “ that  it  was  cruel  to  repudiate 
“ a nation  which  had  fried  lb  much  blood  in  his 
“ caufe,  and  to  deliver  up  a chriftian  republic  to 
“ the  attacks  of  Barbarians  •,  that  they  could  not 
“ fnbmit  to  have  their  King  wander  over  the  earth, 
“ in  fearch  of  a retreat,  without  being  fure  to  find 
— “ it  ; that  if  he  was  fond  of  repole,  the  republic 
“ had  excellent  Generals  and  Minifters ; that  if  his 

“ con- 
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“ confcience  difturbed  him,  there  were  Bifhops  and 
“ Popes  to  remedy  this  evil.”  As  he  went  on  in 
this  harangue,  he  continued  advancing  to  proftrate 
himfelf  before  the  throne,  and  all  the  Senators  with 
him. 

This  Afiatic  cuftom  for  fubje&s  to  kneel  when 
they  addrefs  Kings,  was,  hitherto  unknown  in  Po- 
land, and  (hewed  a ftrange  contradiction  in  the 
manners  of  a free  people.  The  King,  more  care- 
ful than  they  of  the  public  honour,  avoided  this 
proftration,  by  reprefenting  to  them  that  it  was  for- 
getting themfelves,  and  debafing  the  dignity  of  the 
Senate  After  which,  he  appointed  therp  a day  to 
confider  the  form  of  abdication  (a). 

The  Poles  were  unprovided  with  a precedent  on 
this  occafion,  the  flight  of  Henry  de  Valois  being 
an  abdication,'  not  in  form,  but  in  effeCt,  which 
forced  the  republic  to  declare  the  throne  vacant. 
Thole  who  continued  attached  to  Cafimir,  main- 
tained, that  the  union  between  the  King  and  his 
fubjedts  was  indiflbluble  but  fuch  as  defired  a 
change,  thought  it  would  be  fufficient  for  him  to 
make  his  abdication  before  the  Senate.  After  ma- 
ny debates,  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  as 
Caflmir  had  afcended  the  throne  by  the  fufira- 
ges  of  all  the  eftates  of  the  realm,  he  muft  alfo  de- 
fcend  from  it  by  the  fame  fteps.  The  King,  who 
Hill  continued  fixed  in  his  defign,  appointed  a ge- 
neral diet  to  meet  on  the  30th  of-Auguft. 

During  this  interval,  he  received  letters  from  fe- 
veral  fovereigns,  who  exhorted  him  to  continue  On 
the  throne ; and  confidered  his  uneafinefs  at  hav- 
ing quitted  his  ecclefiaftical  profefiion,  and  the  con- 
ftant  meditation  of  eternity  for  the  promotion  of 
his  temporal  greatnefs,  as  the  effeCt  of  undigefled 
fcruples.  Pope  Clement  IX.  highly  pleafed  with 

(a)  Z.'ufki,  tern.  i.  p.  35  Sc  157. 

the 
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V.  166?.  the  docility  he  had  always  fhewn  towards  the  holy 
lee, ' writ  to  him  with  his  ow’n  hand,  that  if  bis 
confcience  was  diflwbcd , he  might  fend  bis  Confejfor 
to  Rome  to  bring  from  thence  the  neceffary  remedies. 
Thefe  letters  getting  abroad,  mad®  it  doubtful 
whether  the  King  would  abdicate  or  not ; and  the 
uncertainty  was  augmented  by  his  fecming  to  be 
lefs  forrowful,  and  employing  himfelf  mote  about"1 
public  than  private  affairs : for  he  affifted  in  the 
courts  of  juftice,  added  new  ornaments  to  his  pa- 
lace, encreafed  his  guards,  and  gave  frequent  ien- 
tertainments  (a).  : It  was  recolleded,  that  in  a 
diet  held  a little  before  the  Queen’s  death,  being 
provoked  and  wearied  out  with  the  oppofition  made 
to  his  meafures,  he  had  laid  in  a paflionate  tone : 
**  I have  liltened  ter  what  you  have  to' fay y do 
**  you  alfd  liften  to  me.  I fee  that  you  want  to 
**■  give  me  pain.  If  you  are  tired  of  having  me 
for  your  King,  l am  much  mote  tired  of  having 
“ you  for  my  fubjedts.”  Notwithftanding  this  po- 
fitive  declaration,  he  had  ftill  continued  to  reign. 
His  fubjedts  therefore,  looked  at  each  other, ; and 
none  would  venture  to  declare  his  thoughts.  There 
were  feveral  who  reproached  themfelvcs,  with  hav- 
ing been  perhaps  too  plain  in  exprefiing  their  defirc 
of  a change. 

At  length  the  day  that  was  to  unravel  the  whole 
myftery  arrived.  The  novelty  and  importance  of 
the  feene  made  a ftrong  imprefiion  upon  all.  . Se- 
nators, Equeftr}ans,  Deputies,  Marlhals  of  diets. 
Prelates,  Palatines,  Caftellans,  Starofts,  Great  Of- 
ficers of  the'  Crown,  not  a man  was  abfent.  * Ca- 
fimir,  who  was  now  feated  upon  the  throne  for 
the  laft  time,  confidering  himfelf  as  having  already 
quitted  it,  did  not  employ  the  ufual  organ  of  Kings 
to  fignify  his  will,  but  fpoke  himfelf  in  the  follow- 
ing terms  : 

(a)  Zalufki,  tom.  i.  p,  i$8. 
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**  People  of  Poland, 

“ It  is  now  two  hundred  and  eighty  years  that  - 
“ you  have  been  governed  by  my  family.  The 
“ reign  of  my  anceftors  is  paft,  and  mine  is  juft 
“ going  to  expire.  Fatigued  by  the  labours  of 
“ war,  the  cares  of  the  cabinet,  and  the  weight 
“ of  age ; opprefied  with  the  burdens  and  folici- 
“ tudes  of  a reign  of  twenty-one  years,  I,  your 
“ King  and  father,  return  into  your  hands  what 
“-the  world  efteems  above  all ; things,  a Crown; 

“ and- chufe  for  my  throne  fix  feet  of  earth,  where 
“ I fhall  fleep  in  , peace  with  my  fathers.  When 
“ you-  (hew  my  tomb  to  your  children,  tell  them, 

“ that  I was  the  foremoft  in  battle,  and  the  laft 
“ in  retreat,  that  I renounced  regal  grandeur  for 
“ the  good  of  my  country,  and  reftored  my  fceptre 
“ to  thole -who  gave  it  me.  It  was  your  affedtion 
“ for  me  that  exalted  me  to  the  higheft  rank,  and  it 
“ was  my  affedtion  for  you  that  makes  me.  quit  it.  ' 

“ Many  of  my  predeceflors  have  tranfmitted  the 
“ fceptre  to  their  children  or  brothers  ; and  I de- 
“ liver  it  to  my  country,  whofe  child  and  father  I 
“ have  been ; and-  from  this  moment  I defcend 
“ from  the  pinnacle  of  greatnefs  to  mix  with  the 
“ inferior  ithrong ; from  a ruler  I 'become  a fubjedt, 

“ from  your  King,  your  fellow- citizen  ; and  leave 
“ my  throne  to  whoever  you  (hall  think  worthy  to 
“ fill  it.  The  -republic  will  make  a good  choice, 

“ and  be  blefied  with  profperity,  if , heaven  liftens 
“ to  the  prayers  I fhall  put  up  in  the  folitude  to 
“ which  I am  retiring.  Nothing  remains  , but  that 
“ I : thank-  the  republic  for  all  the  favours  it  has 
“ done  me*  for  all  the  advice'  it  has  given  me,  for 
“ all  the  loyalty  it.  has  fhewn  me  ; and  if,  contrary 
“ to  my.  intention,  I have  had  the  unhappinefs  of 
“ difpleafing  any,  I defire  them  to  impute  it  to 

“ the 
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v.  166S.  “ the  misfortune  of  the  times,  or  to  fate ; and  to 
“ forgive  me  as  I forgive  all  who  may  have  of- 
“ fended  me.  I bid  you  all  adieu,  and  bear  you 
«*  all  in  my  affeflions.  Diltance  of  place  may  fe- 
“ parate  me  from  the  republic  : but  my  heart  Ihall 
“ always  be  with  that  affectionate  parent ; and  I 
“ ordain  that  my  alhes  be  depofued  in  her  bo- 
“ fom  (a).** 

If  Cafimir  did  not  fhew  all  the  greatnefs  of 
' mind  that  might  have  been  expe&ed,  while  he  con- 
tinued on  the  throne,  he  feemed  to  come  near  it 
upon  his  quitting  that  ftation.  The  Senate  re- 
• • newed  its  fighs ; and  even  the  Equeftrian  order, 
which  had  fo  often  exprefied  its  difcontent,  and 
'addreffed  him  fo  roughly,  upon  many  occafions,. 
conjured  him  not  to  abandon  the  helm  of  govern- 
ment: tears  ftreamed  from  every  eye;  but  they 
were  like  thofe  which  are  fhed  at  a tragedy,  that 
leave  no  imprefiion  upon  the  heart  when  the  fpec- 
, tacle  is  over.  If  Cafimir  had  been  prevailed  on 
to  refume  the  helm,  it  is  probable  that  the  former 
complaints  and  murmurs  would  have  been  heard 
again.  > It  became  him,  however,  to  lend  an  ear 
to  the  lall  reprefentations  the  republic  would  have 
an  opportunity  to  make  him.  Sarnowfki,  Marfhal 
of  the  diet,  fpoke  in  the  name  of  all,  and  omit- 
ted nothing  which  decency  required,  to  difluade  the 
King.  But  he  firft  reprefented  the  abdication  of 
a throne,  as  the  moft  heroic  effort  of  which  the 
human  mind  is  capable ; he  blamed  Auguftus  for 
deliberating  about  it  twenty  years,  and  not  having 
the  courage  to  do  it  at  laft,  and  bellowed  the  high- 
ell  praifes  upon  the  few  great  fouls,  fuch  as  Sylla, 
Dioclefian,  and  Charles  V.  who  had  the  refoliitibn 
to  part  with  fovereign  power  (b). 

(a)  Zalufki,  tom.  i.  part  i.  p.  57.  (b)  Id.  ibid.  p.  55. 
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Such  a difcourfe  was  not  likely  to  alter  the  King’s  y.  i66s. 
defign.  Night  being  now  advancing,  the  diet  role, . 
and  the  republic  employed  the  following  days  in. 
coming  to  a final  refolution.  Cafimir  was  not  a ty- . 
rant ; and  had  he  been  lb,  a tyrant  is  never  univerfally 
hated.  The  perlons  whom  he  had  much  obliged,! 
or  who  would  be  lofers  by  his  refignation,  were  ear- 
ned for  his  being  folicited  a- new  in  a ftronger  man- 
ner than  before.  In  this  number  was  Sobielki,  more 
however  out  of  gratitude  than  ambition  ; for  being 
already  Grand- General,  and  Grand-Marfhal,  what 
further  could  he  hope  ? The  majority  was  of  opi- 
nion that  fufficient  entreaties  had  been  ufed  : and 
that  after  fo  many  tender  fcenes,  it  was  time  to  pro- 
vide for  the  public  good.  It  was  allowed,  that 
Cafimir  was  a good  hulband,  a good  mailer, 
and  a good  friend  j that  he  was  of  a mild  and  af- 
fable temper,  a lover  of  juftice,  when  he  knew  on 
which  fide  it  lay,  and  even  a good  foldjer,  with  re- 
fped  to  perfonal  courage ; but  the  thing  complained 
of  was  his  want  of  application  and  talents  for  go- 
vernment. Do  you  not  recoiled,  faid  the  Poles  to 
each  other,  the  life  he  led  in  the  arms  of  the  queen  ; 
how  his  palace  was  £hut  up  immediately  after  din- 
ner ; with  what  diligence  all  bufinefs  was  kept  at  a 
diftance ; how  many  hours  he  threw  away  in  his. 
gardens,  in  hunting,  gaming,  and  other  amufe- 
ments,  which  were  often  protraded  fo  late  at  night, 
as  to  encroach  upon  the  labours  of  the  fucceeding 
day  i what  a relilh  he  always  difcovered  for  a pri- 
vate life,  and  how  much  diigufl  for  a public  one  ? 

Have  we  not  feen  him  fly  into  pafiions  upon  the 
bench,  in  the  Sepate,  in  diets,  and  fhew  an  inde- 
cent averfion  for  the  labours  of  a royal  (lation  ? Let 
us  no  longer  weary  him  with  ufelefs  remonftrances  : 
to  take  from  him  a burthen,  which,  by  his  own 
confeffion,  he  can  no  longer  bear,  is  to  ferve  him, 
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Y.  »6ss.  arid  Ihew  him  ouf  atfedtion  (a).  • The  Primate, 
Prazmowfki,  who  had  no  objection,  .to  afting  the 
part  of  interrex,  fupported  this  opinion ; and  they 
thought  no  longer  but  of  fettling  two  articles  ; one  of 
which,  viz.  the  penfio"n  of  the  abdicated  King,  was 
fixed  at  three  hundred  thoufand  florins.  The  other, 
which  was  the  inftrument  of  abdication,  gave  them 
more  trouble ; for  as  they  had  no  form  in  readinels,  . 
' it  was  necefiary  to  compile  one.  Such  an  a£t  is 
worth  preferving  ip  hiftory,  to  be  uleful  to  fuch 
Kings,  as  being  convinced  of  their  infufficiency, 
fhall  be  willing  to  imitate  Cafimir. 

We,  John  Cafimir,  King  of  Poland,  and  Grand- 
Duke  of  Lithuania,  do  make  known  to  prefent 
and  future  generations,  that  finding  ourfelves  weak- 
ened by  age,  and  opprefied  with  the  many  labours 
to  which  our  ftrength  is  no  longer  equal,  we  have" 
taken,  of  our  own  proper  motion,  a refolution  to 
abdicate  our  crown,  in  order  to  apply  ourfelves, 
with  lefs  interruption,  to  the  great  bufinefs  of  our, 
falvation.  For  this  purpofe,  we  afiembled  the  fenate 
at  Warfaw  on  the  i 2th.  of  June,  to  communicate 
to  it  our  intentions.  But  the  Senators,  equally  fur- 
prized  at  the  greatnefs  and  novelty  of  fuch  a refo- 
lution, referred  the  cognizance  of  it  to  the  tribu- 
nal of  the  whole  republic.  We  therefore  appointed 
afiembly  of  all  the  eftates  of  the  realm  on  the 
2 1 ft  of  Auguft  ; where,  no  fooner  had  we  pronoun- 
ced the  word  of  abdication,  than  we  experienced  the 
afteftion  and  regret  of  our  faithful  fubjefts,  who, 
recollecting  all  the  benefits  conferred  by  our  ancef- 
tors  upon  the  republic,  and  in  particular,  all  that 
we  ourfelves  have  done  for  its  advantage,  omitted 
»*o  arguments  to  prevail  with  us  to  continue  upon 

(aj  Zahifki,  tom.  i.  part  i.  p.  160. 
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the  throne.  But  our  refolution  continuing  un-  y 
lhaken,  it  becomes  necefiary  to  proceed  to  a folemn 
abdication  before  all  the  eftates  of  the  realm  ; and 
accordingly,  after  mature  deliberation,  and  with 
the  confent  of  the  whole  kingdom,  “ We  John 
“ Cafimir,  being  in  perfect  health  of  body  and 
“ mind,  do>freely  and  voluntarily  refign  the  Crown 
“ of  Poland,  and  the  Grand-Dutchy  of  Lithuania, 

“ and  all  the  dominions  thereunto  belonging..  We 
“ abdicate,  for  the  prelent,  and  for  the  future,  all 
“ the  prerogatives  of  royalty ; and  we  give  back 
“ the  crown,  with  all  its  dependencies,  into  the 
“ hands  of  the  Senate,  the  Deputies,  and  the  whole 
“ republic;  releafing  from  their  oath  of  fidelity, 

“ obedience,  and  homage,  all  the  eftates  of  the  ' 
“ realm,  and  every  fubjedt  in  particular : and  in 
“ virtue  of  this  abdication,  an  interregnum  being 
“ now  commenced,  the  moft  reverend  Archbifhop 
“ of  Gnefna,  Primate  of  the  kingdom,-  is  autho- 
“ rized  to  proceed,  in  conjunction  with  the  eftates 
“ of  the  rfealm,  to  the  election  of  a new  King,  ac- 
“ cording  to  the  eftablilhed  laws  and  ufages  ; and 
“ we  promife  not  to  concern  ourfelves,  in  any 
“ manner,  with  the  faid  election.  In  witnefs 
“ whereof,  and  for  a perpetual  ratification  of  the 
“ fame,  we  have  affixed  our  royal  feal  to  this  in- 
“ ftrument,  and  figned  it  with  our  hand.  Given 
“ at  Warfaw,  in  the  general  diet  of  the  kingdom, 

“ on  the  1 7th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of 
“ our  Lord  166 8,  and  of  our  reign  the  twenty- 
“ firft.” 

By  this  deed,  the  republic  was  difcharged  from  all 
obligation  towards  the  King  : but  the  King  was  not 
fo  towards  the  republic,  till  byr  a reciprocal  deed 
his  abdication  was  accepted,  his  engagements  to- 
wards his  fubjedts  diffolved,  and  he  himfelf  releafed 
from  the  paffa  conventa , which  he  had  fworn  to  at 
Jc  2 his 
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y.  iGC'o.  his  coronation.  When  this  was  over,  there  fuc-i 
ceeded  harangues  of  mutual  farewel,  in  which  the 
, head  had  a greater  lhare  than  the  heart ; after  which 
the  abdicated  King  was  conducted  to  the  fuburbs. 
of  Warfaw,  and  received  upon  this  occalion,  for  the 
lad  time,  the  honours  that  were  henceforth  no  lon- 
ger due  to  him  (a). 

He  was  the  laft  of  the  race  of  the  Jagellons, 
which  had  reigned  near  three  hundred  years.  No- 
thing could  be  more  diverfified  than  the  fortune  of 
this  Prince.  Though  born  the  fon  of  a King,  He 
could  not  refift  the  temptation  of  entering  into  a 
monadic  life  ; a fort  of  dileaie,  fays  the  Abbe  de 
Saint  Pierre,  which  often  fcizes  youth,  and  which 
he  calls  the  fmall-pox  of  the  mind.  The  Pope 
cured  him  of  this  diforder,  by  making  him  a Car- 
dinal. The  Cardinal  was  then  changed  into  a King  $ 
'and  after  having  governed  a kingdom,  he  came  in- 
to France  to  govern  Monks.  The  two  abbies  of 
St.  Germain  in  the  Fields,  and  St.  Martin  at  Ne- 
vers,  which  Lewis  XIV.  gave  him,  became  a ne- 
ceflary  revenue  for  his  fubfidence  ; for  the  Poles 
refufed  to  pay  him  the  dipulated  penfion,  which 
is  but  a bad  proof  of  the  fincerity  of  the  tears 
that  were  fhed  at  his  abdication.  At  the  fame  time 
there  were  great  murmurings  in  France,  at  a dran- 
ger’s  coming  to  eat  the  children’s  bread.  There 
were  others  who  attacked  his  fuppofed  want  of  the 
virtues  which  became  his  new  profelfion  ; for  he 
had  frequent  interviews  with  Mary  Mignot , the  ce- 
lebrated laijndrefs,  whom  the  caprice  of  fortune  had 
fird  raifed  to  be  the  wife  of  a Counfellor  of  the  par- 
liament of  Grenoble,  and  afterwards  to  the  fame 
connexion  with  Marihal  de  l’Hopital.  This  An- 
gular woman,  who  had  been  twice  left  a widow, 

(a)  Zaluilii,  tom.  i-  parti,  p.  57,  58,  Sr  59. 
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allured  Gourville,  that  (he  was  privately  married  Y-  l668« 
to  King  Cafimir.  This  title  of  King,  which  he 
commonly  went  by,  his  former  fubjedts  refufed  to 
give  him,  alledging  that  the  utmoft  they  could  al- 
low him  was  the  title  of  Ex-King  (b).  If  he  re- 
pented of  his  abdication,  his  regret  was  of  no 
long  continuance,  for  he  was  foon  delivered  from 
it  by  death. 

(a)  Zalufei,  tom.  i.  parti,  p.  140. 


End  of  the  S e c o n d Book. 
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BOOK  III. 


y.  1668.  A S foon  as  any  nation  wants'  a Governor,  there 
J_  \ is  no  Prince  who  does  not  think  himfelf 
capable  of  difcharging  that  office,  not  excepting 
even  youths,  who  have  as  yet  done  nothing,  either 
in  the  cabinet  or  in  the, field.  Upon  the  prefent 
occafion,  there  appeared  ftveral  candidates;  the 
, Czar  of  Mufcovy’s  Ion  ; Ragotfki,  Prince  of  Tran- 

fylvania;  the  young  Duke  of  Anguien ; and  in 
cafe  of  his  being  rejected,  the  Prince  of  Conde  his 
father.  There  were  alfo  two  others,  who  entered 
the  lifts  •,  Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain,  fon  of  Duke 
Francis ; and  the  Duke  of  Newburg,  Palatine  of 
the  Rhine. 

The  republic  foon  difmifled  the  four  firft  for  dif- 
ferent reafons ; the  Czar’s  fon,  on  account  of  his 

reli- 
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religion,  though  he.  offered  to  .renounce  it ; but  Y>  16% 
that  this  offer  did  not  proceed  from  convidiohj 
was  evident  from  his  thinking  no  more  of  it,  after 
he  miffed  the  Crown.  Ragotfki  was  rejected,  be- 
caufe  Poland  was  ftill  fmoking  with  the  fire  of  that 
war  which  his  father  had  kindled  in  the  kingdom. 

The  objections  to  the  Duke  of  Anguien  were,  his 
own  youth,  and  a crime  committed  by  another,  it 
being  in  his  favour  that  Cafimir  had  attempted  to 
hring  on  a;  premature  eleCtion,  againft  the  moft  fa- 
cred  law  of  the  republic.  Even  France  had  with- 
drawn from  him  her  protection,  and  given  it  to 
the  Prince  of  Conde  his  father.  The  fon  could 
Dnly  give  hopes  of  future  merit ; the  father  was  al- 
ready an  accomplifhed  hero,  celebrated  for  almoft 
as  many  victories  as.  he  had  fought  battles,  nevef 
defeated  but  by  Tur„enne,  and  this  without  any  lofs 
©f  glory  a ftatefman  as  well  as  a.  General.  It  re- 
quired great  , efforts  to  ruin  the  intereft  of  fuch  a 
competitor  for  the  crown  odf  Poland : the  afllftance  - 
tif  Calumny  Was  called  i'n,  and  France  furnifhed 
the  fcandal.  A libel  was  tranfmitted  to  Poland* 
and  jnduftrioufly  handed  about  among  the  Elec- 
tors. 

It  was  there  laid,  “ that  Troy  and  all  its  glory 
“ were  now  no  more  ; that  the  hero,  finking  under 
“ the.  excefies  of  his  youth,  much  more  than  the 
“ weight  of  years,  opprefied  with  the  gout,  and  with 
“ a diforder  in  his- nerves,:  which  had-deftroyed  all 
u their  elafticity,  was  obliged  to  be  carried  about 
“ like  a monument  of  his  former  glory ; that  he 
“ fpent  his  days  in  indolence,  being  incapable  of 
“ all  application;  that,  if  the  God  of  War  had  for-. 

“ merly  animated  him  in  battle,  the  Goddefs  of 
“ wifdom  had  never  infpired  him  in  council ; that 
“ he  had  never  known  peace,  and  breathed  no- 
“ thing  but  war,  for  which  "he  was  no  longer  fit ; 

“ that  fuppofing  his  genius  fhould  revive,  it  would 
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y.  i66S.  “ be  only  to  ruin  the  Polilh  difcipline,  which  he 
“ would  model  after  the  French  manner.”  The 
libel  added,  “ that  his  heart  was  incapable  of 
“ any  fentiments  of  humanity  or  friendfhip ; that 
f ‘ he  had  abandoned  the  Duke  of  Bouillbn  and  Tu- 
ct  renne,  who  had  attached  themfelves  to  his  for- 
“ tune  ; that  he  was  of  a haughty  and  violent  tem- 
“ per;  had  treated  the  French  Senate  with  great 
“ indignity,  in  the  time  of  the  civil  war  ; and  had 
“ hired  incendiaries  to  fet  fire  to  the  Palace  where  it 
“ was  affcmbled.  Nor  was  his  religion  reprefented  in 
“ a more  favourable  light  than  his  moral  character. 
“ The  pradlices  of  the  church  were  the  conftant 
*<  objedt  of  his  ridicule  ; he  had  never  been  leen 
“ at  confelfion ; and  his  table  was  covered  with 
<l  flefh  on  Fridays.  A Polilh  nobleman  had  been 
“ prefent  on  fuch  an  occaiion,  and  made  no  fecret 
“ of  what  he  had  ieen.  Another  was  withefs  to 
“ his  having  danced  upon  a Saint’s  day.”  . Even 
the  pleafantries  which  twere  laughed  at,  at  Paris, 
Igave  great  offence  at  W arfaw.  It  was  made  an 
objection  to  him,  that  beirlg  6nce  at  fupperwitH 
Cardinal  Mazarin,  he  faid  to  a page,  Give  . me  fame 
of  the  wine  that  the  Cardinal  drinks,  when  be  is  in 
private  with  Madam  **'*.■■  The  Polilh  Bifhops 
confidered  this  pleafantry  as  a want  of  refpedt  for 
the  Cardinallhip  and  the  Church : nor  did  they 
^.forget  his  own  amours,  as  if  Princes  ought  not  to 
excufed  in  every  foible  that  has  no  influence  upon 
public  affairs.  In  fhctrc,  the  offer  which.  France 
made  to  Poland  of  the  Prince  of  Conde,,  was  not 
fo  much,  it  was  faid,  with  a view  of  ferving  that 
kingdom,  as  of  getting  rid  of  him  (a). 

While  Poland  was  letting  out  the  hero  of  Ro- 
eroi  in  fuch  odious  colours,  he  made  himfelf  maf- 
ter  of  Franche-Comte  (at  that  time  as  free  as  its 


(a)  Zaluflci,  tom.  i.  p.  83. 
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name  imports)  in  lefs  than  three  weeks.  He  ha4  v.  166s. 
indeed  previoufly  bribed  the  Governor,  and  the 
Abbe  John  de  Vatteville , who,  after  having  been 
an  officer  in  the  army,  then  a Carthufian,  then  a 
Muffulman  in  Turkey,  and  laftly  an  ecclefiattic, 
doled  the  fcene  with  betraying  his  King  and  his 
country.  Nevcrthelefs,  the  Prince’s  expedition,  in 
which  he  had  both'intrigues  and  lieges  to  carry  on, 

(hewed  that  he  had  ftill  ability  and  vigour.  But 
the  Poles  were  at  this  time  difpoled  to  believe  every 
thing  againft  France  and  Frenchmen  : •«*  The  le- 
“ vity  and  impetuofity  of  that  nation,  faid  they,  will 
xt  never  fuit  with  our  phlegm  and  gravity.  Their 
«*  boundlefs  ambition  would  involve  us  in'-  all  their 
“ wars,  and  their  arrogance  deprive  us  of -all  our 
“ glory.  Have  not  fome  of  them  been  heard  to  fay, 

“ that  the  Poles  were  indeed  brave,  when  headed  by 
“ Frenchmen  ? They  have  no  eEeem  but  for  their 
“ own  nation,  and  their  own  King,  who  aims  at 
“ univerfal  monarchy  They  have  compiled  a 
**  bookf a ),  which  gives  him  a right  to  all  the  coun- 
“ tries  that  his  arms  can  reach.  Ours,  among  the 
“ reft,  muft  come  to  take  its  trial ; and  the  Sor- 
“ bonne,  the  Parliament,  or  a:  Court  of  Juftice, 

“ will  give  fentence  for  our  defttuftion  (b)." 

Such  were  the  efforts  made  to  ruin  the  Prince 
of  Conde’s  party.  It  received  its  laft  blow  from 
Lewis  XIV.  himfelf,  who,  a little  before,  had 
treated  with  the  Swedes  to  force  the  ele&ion  in 
the  Prince’s  favour.  A fudden  revolution  had 
changed  the  interefts  of  France,  the  Elector  of 
Brandenburg  having  lately  joined  its  enemies,  and 
made  himfelf  formidable  in  the  Low- countries.  It 

( a)  Entitled  Recherche  des  Droits , a DifcuJJton  of  Rights  ; 
compofed  by  order  of  the  court  of  France,  and  containing  large 
claims  uppit  the  dominions  of  moil  of  the  neighbouring  Prin- 
ces. 

(b)  Zaluiki,  tom.  i.  p.  84. 
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was  of.  great  importance  to  difimite  him  from  the 
allies,  by  prefenting  to  his  view  the  crown  of  Po- 
land for  the  Duke  of  Newburg,  from  whom  he 
expedted  great  advantages  to  his  family.  Lewis 
therefore  hefitated  not  to  declare  tp  the  Poles,  that 
he  defifted  from  his  firft  demand,  and  transferred  all 
his  intereft  to  the  Duke  of  Newburg.  (*)• 

Things  were  in  this  fituation,  when  the  diet  of 
eleftion  was  opened  in  the  month  of  May.  As 
loon  as  the  throne  is  vacant,  all  the  courts  of  jus- 
tice, and  other  ordinary  fprings  pf  the  machine  of 
government,  remain  in  a (late  of  inadiion,  arid  all  the 
authority  is  transferred  to  the  Primate,  who,  in 
quality  of  interrex,  has  in  fome  refpe&s  more  power 
than  the  King  himfelf  j and  yet  the  republic  takes 
no  umbrage  at  it,,  because  he  has  not  time  to  make 
himfelf. formidable.  He  notifies  the  vacancy'  of  the 
throne  to  foreign  Princes,  which  is  in  eflfeff  pro- 
claiming that  a crown  is  to  be  difpofed  of\  he  if- 
fues  the  umverfals  (b)  for  the  eledUon ; giyes  orders 
to  the  Starofts  to  keep  aftridl;  guard  upon  the  for- 
tified places,  and  to  the  Grand-Generals  to  do  the 
fame  upon  the  frontiers,  towards  which  the  army 
marches.  If  a foreign  : Minifter  was  to  prefent 
himfelf  there,  at  this  juncture,  he  would  be  tiefufed 
admifiion,  till  he  received, a pafiport  from  the  Pri- 
mate. The  fingular  fituation  of  affairs  made  the 
Poles  think  oncer  more  of  Cafimir,  who,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  abdication,  had  not  yet  quitted  the 
kingdom. He  was  obliged  to  remove  forty  leagues 
from  Warfaw,  that  he  might  be  out  of  the  way 
of  forming  any  party. 

The  pdace  of  election  is  the  field  of  Wola,  at 
the  gates  of  Warfaw.  All  the  nobles  of  the  king- 

(a)  Zalufkf,  tom.  i.  p.  83.  and  154. 

(b)  Litter & utti^verfaUs,  Circular  letters  fent  by  the  Kings 
of  Poland  to  the  provinces  and  grandees  of  the  kingdom  up- 
on public  affairs* 
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dom  have  a right  of  voting.  The  Poles  encamp  on  y.  1663. 
the  left  fide  of  the  Viftula,  and  the  Lithuanians  on 
the  right,  each  under  the  banners  of  their  refpec- 
tive  Palatinates,  which  makes  a fort  of-  civil  army, 
confifting  of  between  a hundred  and  fifty,  and  two 
hundred  thoufand  men,  affembled  to  exercife  the 
higheft  adt  of  freedom.  Thofe  who  are  not  able 
to  provide  a horfe  and  a fabre,  Hand  behind  on  foot, 
armed  with  feythes,  and  do  not  feem  at  all  lefs 
proud  than  the  reft,  as  they  have  the  fame  right 
of  voting..  : . . . 

The  field  of  election  is  furrounded  by  a ditch, 
with  three  gates,  in  order  to  avoid  confufion,  one 
to  the  ead,  for  Great  Poland,  another  to  the  fouth, 
for  Little  Poland,  and  a third  to  the  weft  for  Li- 
thuania. In  the  middle  of  the  field,  which  is  called 
Kolau , is  eredted  a vaft  building  of  wood,  named 
the  Szopa , or  Hall  for  the  Senate,  at  whofe  debates 
the  Deputies  are  prefent,  and  carry  the  refult  of 
them  to  the  feveral  Palatinates.  The  part  which 
the  Marlhal  adts  upon  this  occafion  is  ftill  more 
important  than  in  ordinary  diets,  for,  being  the 
mouth  of  the  nobility,  he  has  it  in  his  power  to  do 
great  fervice  to  the  candidates  j he  is  alfo  to  draw 
up  the  inftrument  of  eledtion,  and  the  King  eledt 
muft  take  it  only  from  his  hand.  Upon  the  pre- 
fent occafion,  one  of  the  Potozki  family  filled  this 
important  poft.  t ' 

It  is  prohibited,  upon  pain  of  being  declared  a 

{>ublic  enemy,  to  appear:  at  the  eledtion  with  regu- 
ar troops,  in  order  to  avoid  all  violence.  But  the 
nobles,  who  are  always  armed  with  piftols  and 
fabres,  commit  violence  againft  one  another,  at  the 
time  that  they  cry  out  liberty. 

All  who  afpire  openly  to  the  crown,  are  exprefs- 
ly  excluded  from  the  field  of  eledtion,  that  their 
prefence  may  not  conftrain  the  voters.  The  King 
muft  be  eledbed  nemine  conlradicevte^  by  all  the  fuf- 
frages  without  exception.  A fingle  noble  oppofed 

the 
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y.  1669.  the  election  of  Uladiflas  VII.  and  being  afked  what 
objeftion  he  could  make  to  him.  None  at  ally  an- 
fwered  he,  but  I will  not  fufter  him  to  be  King; 
The  proclamation  was  fufpended  for  fome  hour's, 
which  were  employed  in  bringing  him  over. 
The  attempt’ fucceeded,  and  the  King  would  fain 
know  the  motive  of  his  oppofition.  1 had  a mind 
to  Jee,  faid  the  nobleman,  whether  our  liberty  was 
Jiill  in  being  or  not.  J am  fatisfied  that  it  is ; and 
you  Jhall  not  have  a better  fubjebl  than  me*  The 
law  is  founded  upon  this  principle,  that  when  a 
vail  family  adopts  a father;  all  the  children  have 
a right  to  be  pleafed.  The  idea  is  plaufible  in  {pe- 
culation •,  but  if  it  was  rigoroufly  kept  to,  Poland 
could  have  no  fuch  thing  as  a lawful  King.  They 
therefore  give  up  a real  unanimity,  and  content 
themfelves  with  the  appearance  of  it ; or  rather,  if 
the  law  which  prefcribes  it  cannot  be  fulfilled  by 
means  of  money,  they  call  in  the  affiftance  of  the 
fabre. 

Before  they  come  to  this ; extremity,  no  election 
can  polfibly  be  carried  on  with  more  order,  decen- 
cy, and  appearance  of  freedom.  The  Primate,  in 
few  words,  recapitulates  to  the  nobles  on  horfeback* 
the  relpeftive  merit  of  the  candidates,  which  has 
already  been  examined  in  the  dietines ; he  exhorts 
them  to  chufe  the  mod  worthy,  invokes  heaven, 
gives  his  blefling  to  the  afiembly,  and  remains  alone 
with  the  Marfhal  of  the  diet,  while  the  Senators 
difperfe  themfelves  into  the  feveral  Palatinates,  to 
promote  an  unanimity  of  fentiments.  If  they  fuc- 
ceed,  the  Primate  goes  himfelf  to  col  left  the  'votes, 
naming  once  more  all  the  candidates.  Szoda,  an- 
fwer  the  nobles  ; that  is  the  man  we  chufe , and  in- 
Handy  the  air  refounds  with  his  name,  with  cries 
of  vivaty  and  the  noife  of  piftols.  If  all  the  Pa- 
latinates agree  in  their  nomination,  the  Primate 
gets  on  horfeback  j and  then  the  profoundeft  filence 
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fucceeding  to  the  greateft  noife,  he  a Iks  three  times, 
if  all  are  fatisfied ; and  after  a general  approbation, 
three  times  proclaims  the  King ; and  the  Grand- 
Marfhal  of  the  crown  repeats  the  proclamation  three 
times  at  the  three  gates  of  the  camp.  How  glo- 
rious a King  this,  if  endued  with  royal  qualities ! 
And  how  inconteftible  his  title  in  the  fuffrages  of  a 
whole  people ! 

This  flketch  of  a free  and  peaceable  eledion  is, 
by  no  means,  a reprefentation  of  what  ufually  hap- 
pens. The  corruption  of  the  great,  the  fury  of  the 
people,  intrigues  and  fadions,  the  gold  and  the  arms 
of  foreign  powers,  frequently  fill  the  fcene  with  vio- 
lence and  blood.  The  Czar  Alexis,  to  fecure  the 
eledion  of  his  fon  Fasdor,  was  advancing  with  an 
army  of  fourfcore  thoufand  men.  He  was  not  yet 
the  father  of  Peter  I.  whofe  greatnefs  was  to  afto- 
niflj  the  earth.  The  Grand-Chancellor  of  Lithua- 
nia, Cafimir  Paz,  faved  his  country  by  amufing 
Alexis,  who  came  to  deftroy  it;  and  while  he  flat- 
tered him  with  the  hopes  of  gaining  his  point,  with- 
out drawing  the  fword,  the  Poles  were  difcuffing 
the  claims  of  two  other  competitors,  the  Duke  of 
Newburg,  and  Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain. 

The  former,  already  fixty  years  old,  was  fup- 
ported  not  only  by  Sweden,  and  the  Eledors  of 
Brandenburg  and  Saxony,  but  alfo  by  the  King  of 
France  and  the  Emperor.  This  cabal  prefented  one 
of  thofe  Angularities  which  always  aftonilh  thofe 
who  know  nothing  of  Princes.  Lewis  XIV.  ab- 
andoned a Prince  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  and 
Leopold,  a Prince  of  Lorrain,  whom  he  confidered 
as  the  chief  of  the  eldeft  branch  of  his  family  ; and 
both  to  proted  a ftranger. 

Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain,  Ton  of  Duke  Francis, 
and  nephew  of  the  inconftant  Charles  IV.  who 
(pent  his  whole  life  in  lofing  his  dominions,  and  re- 
covering them  again,  had  to  recommend  him  the 

flower 
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V.  16(9.  flower  of  age,  a happy  countenance,  an  heroic  fi- 
gure, ftrength  of  body,  vigour  of  mind,  the  repu- 
tation of  being  Humane,  application  to  bufinefs, 
and  talents  for  war,  of  which  he  had  given  proofs 
in  Hungary.  There  were  two  other  circum fian- 
ces which  prefented  him  in  a favourable  light;  Be- 
ing yet  unmarried,  he  might  make  fuch  a Choice  as 
the  republic  approved  ; and  the  Prince  of  Lixen, 
his  Ambaflador,  told  all  the  nobility,  that  his  maf-. 
ter  prefented  himfelf  unfupported  by  foreign  powers, 

- that  he  might  owe  his  elevation  to  them  only,  and 
teftify  his  gratitude  as  became  a King.  Nor  were 
there  wanting  fome  zealous  jefuits,  ,whO,  to  increafe 
his  intereft,  gravely  afliired  the  Poles,  that  he  had 
a great  devotion  for  the  Virgin,  and  that  there 
were  three  hundred  faints  in  his  own  family,  whole' 
litanies  he  d ily  repeated'^).  Having  no  domi- 
nions, his  private  agents  were  only  his  confeflor 
the  Jefuit  kichard,  and  an  Irilh  Monk,  difguifed 
in  the  habit  of  a cavalier.  Such  emifiaries  were 
not  likely  to  procure  him  great  regard. 

The  aflfembly  was  already  proceeding  to  vote, 
and  the  decifive  moment  approached,  when  Debicz- 
fki,  ftandard- bearer  of  Sendomir,  a man  venerable 
‘ for  his  fandtity  of  manners  and  grey  hairs,  gave 
the  Equeftrian  order  to  underftand,  “ That  the 
“ faction  of  the  Fringe  of  Conde  was  reviving; 
“ that  a fufpicious  afiembly  had  been  held  at  the 
“ Primate  Prazmowlki’s ; that  the  ufual  artifices 
“ of  France  were  well  known  ; that  the  Ambafia- 
“ dor  of  that  crown  publicly  declared  one  thing, 
“ while  another  was  contriving  in  private  ; that 
“ Conde  would  be  proclaimed  at  a time  when  it 
“ was  leaft  expedted,  if  meafures  ‘were  not  fpeedi- 
“ ly  taken  to  prevent  it.”  Immediately  the  Equef- 
trian order  ran  to  the  Senate,  to,  infill:  upon  the 

(a)  Zalulki,  tom.  i.  p.  44. 

exdu- 
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exclufion  of  the  Prince:  the  demand  was  perplex-  v 
ing ; and  the  Primate  fought  his  anfwer  in  the 
looks  of  the  Senators. 

Sobiefki,  as  GrartcT-General,  ought  to  have  been 
upon  the  frontiers : he  was  prohibited  by  the  laws 
to  appear  in  the  field  of  ele&iori  : but  the  high 
credit  he  was  in  had  raifed  him  above  the  confti- 
tution  * a fure  fign  of  weaknefs  in  a republican 
government,  where  the  laws  ought  always  to  be 
more  fefpedted  than  great  men.  Sobiefki  obferving 
the  perplexity  of  the  Primate,  rofe  up  to  fpeak.  It 
was  for  his  intereft  that  an  exclufion  fhould  be  pro- 
nounced againft  the  Prince;  for,  though  he  was 
not  in  the  number  of  the  candidates,  he  knew 
that  a free  nation  might,  in  a moment,  look  be- 
yond them  for  fome  other  perfon  ; and  in  this  cafe, 
the  hero  of  the  nation  might  well  flatter  himfelf 
with  the  hopes  of  fixing  its  attention.  And  yet 
thefe  are  the  terms,  in  which  he  fpoke : “ There 
“ is  a wide  difference  between  refufing  to  vote  for 
a candidate,  and  excluding  him.  A refufal  is 
only  an  exerdfe  of  freedom ; an  exclufion  is  a 
“ direft  affront.  If  the  Equeftrian  order  pretends 
“ to  reftrain,  in  this  manner,  the  liberty  of  the 
**  Senate,  I will  .neither  fubmit  to  fuch  flavery,  nor 
**  have  any  lhare  in  affronting  a great  Prince, 
but  quit  the  aflembly.  If  they  are  contented 
“ with  refufing  him  their  fuffrages,  it  is  well 
“ known  that  I always  yield  to  the  voice  of  the 
**  public.**  Next  day  the  demand  for  his  exclu- 
fion  became  the  voice  of  the  public;  and  the  Pri- 
mate pronounced  it,  againft  his  own  opinion,  and 
that  of  the  Senate  (a).  • 

Tranquillity  was  now  reftored  for  a time,  the 
attention  of  the  aflembly  being  wholly  taken  up 
Vrith  the  Duke  of  Newburg,  and  Prince  Charles, 

(bjt  Zalflfki,  tom.  i.  p.'u8. 
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v.  1669.  Their  virtues  and  their  vices,  the  good  and  the 
evil  that  the  republic  might  exped  from  them, 
were  difcufied.  ’Tis  at  the  tribunal  of  liberty  that 
Princes  (hould  get  themfelves  tried,  if  they  would 
know  what  the  world  thinks  of  them  ; for  they  can 
never  know  it  in  their  own  courts.  The  partifans 
of  Prince  Charles,  that  is  to  fay,  the  majority  of 
the  nobles  on  horfeback,  never  ceafed  repeating, 
“ What  fhall  we  do  with  Newburg  ? A Prince, 
“ already  fixty  years  of  age,  who  will  no  fooner 
' “ have  tried  on  his  crown,  than  we  muft  throw  o«r- 

“ felves  again  into  confufion  by  thinking  of  a^new 
“ eledion  ; and  even  though  he  fhould  live  longer 
«*  than  there  is  any  ground  to  hope,  will  his  ad- 
“ vanced  age  permit  him  to  learn  our  language,  to 
“ fafhion  himfelf  to  our  manners,  and  to  fupport 
“ the  fatigues  of  the  diet,  the  bench,  the  fenate, 
“ and  the  camp  ? What  good  can  we  poffibly  ex- 
“ ped  from  him  ? Too  many  powers  intereft 
“ themfelves  in  his  behalf,  not  to  make  it  coft  us 
**  fomething : particularly,  Sweden  and  Branden- 
“ borg  are  our  very  next  neighbours.  He  is  re- 
“ commended  to  us  for  our  King ; but  we  Ihould 
“ be  told  what  he  has  done  either  in  war  or  peace, 
“ for  the  glory  and  happinefs  of  his  own  fubjeds. 
“ All  that  we  know  of  him  is,  that  he  is  the  fa- 
**  ther  of  a numerous  family.  Two  of  his  Ions  are^ 
“ intended  for  the  Priefthood : and  will  not  our 
“ richeft  abbies,  and  beft  bilhoprics,  be  for  them 
“ only  ? His  daughters  too  ! What  a burden  will 
“ they  be  to  the  ftate  ? His  being  a candidate  for 
**  our  crown,  is  not,  depend  upon  it,  fo  much  for 
“ himfelf,  as  for  his  pofterity,  whom  he  wants  to 
“ fix  upon  the  throne.  If  he  fucceeds,  we  fhall 
“ for  ever  be  forced  to  bend  under  the  ftiffnefs  of 
“ a haughty  nation,  and  fee  our  court  and  great 
“ offices  filled  by  Germans  of  both  (exes,  incef- 
“ fantly  boafting  of  their  pedigrees,  and  inful  t- 
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ing  us  and  our  wives  j us,  the  defendants  of  the  Y-  i669‘ 
“ Sarmatians  who  have  fa  often  made  Germany 
“ tremble  (a). 

“ We  are  prefented  by  fortune  with  another 
“ Prince  of  a very  different  ftamp  : fprung  from  a 
“ modeft  nation,  and  endued  with  that  virtue  him- 
“ felf ; fierce  and  haughty  no  where  but  at  the  head 
“ of  an  army.  The  few  Lorrainers  that  he  brings 
(e  with  him,  if  he  brings  any  at  all,  will  be  amply 
“ fatisfied  with  being  on  an  equality  with  the  Poles. 

“ Unfupported  by  any  cabal,  without  moving  all 
“ Europe  to  promote  his  greatnefs,  he  willies  to 
**  owe  the  fceptre  only  to  our  fuffrages.  His  age, 

“ his  ftature,  his  ftrength,  his  virtues,  the  exploits 
“ which  have  already  diftinguifhed  him,  all  con- 
“ fpire  to  promife  a long  and  happy  reign.  His 
“ children,  , if  they  are  to  fucceed  him,  will  be  born 
“ Poles,  and  by  fuch  a mother  as  we  fhall  ap- 
“ prove  (b)” 

The  Senate,  the  Deputies,  and  almoft  all  the 
grandees  who  were  for  the  Duke  of  Newburg,  air 
lowed  the  portrait  of  the'  Prince  of  Lorrain  to  be 
faithfully  drawn  ; but,  after  having  fofitened  that  of 
his  rival,  they  boafted  much  of  his  great  poffeffions, 
and  what  he  promifed  to  the  republic  $ a body  of 
troops,  maintained  at  his  own  expence,  a year’s 
pay  to-  the  national  forces,  a military  fchool  for  the 
young  nobility,  with  a fund  to  affift  them  in  the  ex- 
pence . of  travelling ; advantages  which  Prince 
Charles  might  promife,  but  was  not  In  a condi- 
tion to  perform,  as  he  had  not  the  fame  fortune, 
or  rather  had  no  fortune  at  all,  the  French  having 
lately  difpoffefled  his  father  of  his  dominions.  If 
we  refufe  him,  added  they,  we  have  no  ioconve-* 
nience  to  apprehend  on  that  account ; but  if  we 
rejedt  the  Duke  of  Newburg,  let  us  refledt  that  the 

(a)  Zaluiki,  tom.  i.  p.  76.  (b)  Id.  ibid.  p.  42, 
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Y-  i6£9-  powers  who  propofe  him  to  us  have  armies  to  make 
themfelves  obeyed. 

At  thefe  words,  the  nobles  could  contain  no 
longer •,  a fudden  fury  was  kindled,  and  the  fire 
fpread  through  every  rank.  The  Senate,  the  great 
Officers,  and  the  Deputies,  were  ill  defended  by  the 
entrenchment  that  furrounds  the  Szopa.  One  part 
of  the  republic  befieged  the  other.  Several  dif- 
charges  were  made,  as  a prelude  to  all  the  horrors 
that  might  follow.  The  Senators  and  Deputies  were 
leen  throwing  themfelves  from  their  feats,  and  run- 
ning here  and  there,  or  lying  flat  upon  the  ground, 
while  the  balls  whittled  over  their  heads.  Some 
got  to  the  gates  of  the  camp,  but  were  received 
with  piftols  at  their  breads  : two  were  killed  •,  a 
great  number  wounded  ; and  all  forced  to  return 
to  their  places  to  fave  their  lives  (a).  The  tumult 
was  every  moment  encreafing,  when  Potozki,  the 
Marlhal  of  the  diet,  interpofed  to  appeafe  it.  It 
was  with  great  difficulty  that  they  refrained  from 
infulting  him,  but  the  uproar  ftill  continued.  No- 
thing is  more  difficult  than  to  keep  within  bounds 
a nation  that  makes  Kings.  - 

From  the  firft  opening  of  the  diet,'  not  a night 
pafied  in  which  perlons  were  not  afiaffinated  in  the 
ftreets  of  Warfaw,  or  the  field  of  election.  Sobi- 
elki  had,  upon  two  accounts,  a right  to  command 
obedience  rto  his  orders.  As  Grand-Marfbal,  he 
was  entrufled  ■ with  the  civil  government ; and  as 
Grand  General,  he  had  the  army  at  his  command. 
As  foon  as  he  exerted  his  authority,  he  ftruck  an 
awe  into  the  people  of  Warfaw.  He  threatened 

(a)  This  violence  was  the  occafion  of  the  Szopa’s  being 
tmilr  in  a new  form.  This  wooden  edifice  was  formerly  open 
on  all  Tides,  fupported  only  by  pillars ; but  was  clofed  up  in 
'all  future  elections.  The  nobles  mnrmured  at  this  innovation; 
but  it  itill  fubfifts.  • 
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tofend.  for  troops,  and  fire  upon  whatever  party  y.  1669. 
fliould  attempt  to  difturb  the  freedom  of  eledion. 

The  fear  of  his  executing  thefe  menaces  having 
iuipended  the  rage  of  the  aflembly,  Opalinfki, 

Palatine  of  Kalifch,  completely  reftored  tranquil-  ( 
lity  by  the  wifdom  of  his  remonftrances. 

“ To  what  purpofe,  faid  he,  are  we  murdering 
“ one  another,  for  princes  that  we  have  never 
“ feen,  and  who  perhaps  will  make  ufe  of  their 
“ fceptre  only  to  fmite  us  ? Our  anceftors  were  far 
“ more  wife.  Scarce  was  the  nation  fettled,  when 
“ it  was  divided,  as  it  is  now,  among  feveral  fo- 
**  reign  candidates.  The  calamities  which  threat- 
“ ened  the  public,  reftored  the  ufe  of  reafon : 

“ Piaft,  a native  of  Poland,  was  chofen  : and  this 
“ man,  who  had  neither  birth  nor  fortune,  go- 
“ verned  with  fuch  wifdom,  that  to  this  time  eve- 
“ ry  Polilh  King  is  called  Piaft  out  of  honour  and 
“ gratitude.  • Let  us  leave  the  Duke  of  Newburg 
“ to  govern  his  large  family,  and  his  fmall  domi- 
“ nions.  Let  the  Prince  of  Lorrain  employ  his 
“ money  in  recovering  his  hereditary  territories. 

“ But  let  us  imitate  our  anceftors,  and  chufe  a 
“ Piaft  (a).” 

This  is  not  the  firft  time  that  a wife  fpeech  has 
calmed  a tumultuous  crowd.  But  what  Piaft  to 
chufe,  was  a difficulty  not  eafy  to  be  got  over. 

The  aflembly  turned  their  eyes  upon  Sobiefki.  If  at 
this  juncture  he  flattered  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of 
the  crown,  the  illufion  was  of  fhort  duration.  The 
more  any  one  refle&s  upon  ancient  and  modem 
hiftory,  the  more  will  he  be  convinced  that  human 
affairs  are  the  fport  of  fortune.  The  man  whom 
ihe  fecretly  deftined  for  the  throne,  was  the  laft 
that  the  public  would  have  thought  of.  He  inter- 
efted  himfelf  lb  little  in  the  eledion,  that  he  was 

(a)  Hiftory  of  the  diets,  p.  194. 
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y.  1669.  not  found  in  his  tent,  but  in  a convent  at  Warfaw. 
Hs  name  was, Michael  Wiefnowiefki.  The  two 
Palatines,  Opaliniki  and  another,  conduct  him  to 
the  field  of  eleftion  without  informing  him  of 
their  defign,  and  there  prefent,  propofe,  and  nomi- 
nate him.  Oliowfki,  Bifhop  of  Culm,  and  Vice- 
Chancellor  of  Poland,  a prelate  refpedable  for  his 
virtue,  cries  out  in  an  enthufiaftic  ftrain.  Long  live 
King  Michael.  The  cry  immediately  - flies  from 
mouth  to  mouth  ; all  the  orders  repeat  it,  and  no- 
thing is  now  wanting  but  the  Primate’s  proclama- 
tion : the  nobles  force  him  to  it  with  a piftol  at  his 
breafl,  and  Wiefnowiefki  is  King. 

The  man  in  the  nation  that  was  moft  furprized, 

__  was  he  himfelf.  He  wept  as  they  dragged  him  to 
the  throne,  and  protefted  that  he  was  incapable  of 
filling  it  ; and  the  truth  is,  that  fince  the  Poles  re- 
jected all  foreign  candidates,  and  relblved  upon 
chufing  a Piaft , it  would  feem  they  Ihould  not  have 
hefitated  a moment  between  Wiefnowiefki  and  Sobi- 
efki.  Wiefnowiefki  was  fcarce  thirty  years  old; 
Sobiefki,  being  ten  years  elder,  had  nearly  reached 
that  maturity  of  age  which  is  fo  necefiary  in  the 
Governor  of  a great  nation.  Wiefnowielki’s  youth 
had  been  totally  unemployed  : Sobiefki  had  fpent 
his  in  travelling,  in'  the  fludy  of  public  bufinefs, 
and  in  the  fatigues  of  war : Wiefnowiefki  had  held 
no  office  in  the  Hate;  Sobiefki  had  obtained  the 
higheft  by  actions  of  diftinguifhed  glory,  and  ftill 
went  on  to  acquire  new  triumphs.  Wiefnowiefki 
even  wanted  that  importance  which  riches  beftow  ; 
he  fubfifted  upon  a p -nfion  of  fix  thoufand  livres 
which  Queen  Louifa  had  given  him,  and  upOn  the 
liberality  of  the  Bifhop  of  Plocfko;  Sobiefki  had 
a vaft  eftate,  and  numerous  vafials.  Wiefnowi- 
efki came  to  the  e led  ion  among  the  crowd  of 
nobles  to  join  his  fuftrage  with  theirs ; Sobiefki, 
the  firfl  perfon  of  the  republic,  feemed  to  prefent 
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himfelf  rather  to  receive  the  fuffrages  of  the  afletn-  y 
bly  than  to  give  his  own.  One  circumftance  only,  ' 9' 

if  fuch  a circumftance  can  make  a nation  happy, 
fpoke  in  favour  of  the  new  King ; and  this  was  his 
birth.  He  was  defcended  from  Koribut,  unde  of 
the  great  Jagellon  ; his  father  was  Jeremiah  Wief- 
nowiefki,  Palatine  of  Ruflia,  who  having  pofiefied 
a great  eftate  in  the  Ukraine,  was  ftripped  of  it 
before  his  death  by  the  Coflacks  •,  fo  that  the  fon, 
having  nothing  left  him  but  an  empty  name,  could 
have  little  rcafon  to  expedt  fo  diftinguilhed  an  ho- 
nour. 

There  is  nothing  in  other  countries  that  refembles 
this  ceremony.  Let  any  one  figure  to  himfelf,  more 
than  a hundred  thou  land  nobles  on  horfeback,  who 
would  looner  reduce  themfelves  to  the  loweft  po- 
verty than  not  difplay  their  pomp ; the  grandees 
in  all  the  Afiatic  ftatelinefs  •,  a whole  nation  of  cu- 
rious fpeftators;  the  numerous  troops  that  guard 
the  camp;  and'  the  roar  of  artillery,  joined  to  the 
acclamations  of  an  afiembled  kingdom.  Such  is 
the  military  and  civil  pomp,  with  which  the  King 
eleft  is  conduced,  firft  to  the  great  church  of  St. 

John,  and  then  to  the  royal  palace.  Upon  the  pre- 
lent occafion,  the  Poles,  in  the  firft  moments  of 
their  enthufiafm,  difcovered  many  a happy  prefage; 
for  their,  prejudices  in  favour  of  the  ancient  Ro- 
mans, difpole  them  to  put  all  the  faith  in  omens 
that  Chriftianity  will  permit.  During  the  ek&ion, 
a dove  had  flown  acrofs  the  indofure  where  the  Se- 
nate was  debating.  An  eagle  had  hovered  over  the 
nobles.  A fwarm  of  bees  had  buzzed  about  Wief- 
nowiefki  without  hurting  him,  a thing  that  had 
formerly  happened  to  a ftatue  of  Antoninus  Pius. 

To  all  this,  were  added  feveral  prtfages  that  had 
happened  to  Monks  at  the  altar.  Every  thing  con- 
curred to  promife  a happy  reign : but  we  lhall  foon 
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v.  1669.  fee,  that  the  dove,  the  eagle,  the  bees,  and  the 
Monks,  were  all  miftaken  ( a). 

Cafimir,  however,  was  not  •,  for  being  told 
whom  they  had  chofen,  What , faid  he,  have  they  fet 
the  crown  upon  the  head  of  that  poor  fellow  ? His 
reign  was  thought  fo  unpromifing  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, that,  foon  after  his  election,  the  Eledtor  of 
Brandenburg,  whofe  houfe  was  far  from  being  fo 
powerful  as  it  is  now  (Frederick  II.  was  then  unr 
born)  ordered  a Pruffian  gentleman  to  be  feized 
under  the  very  windows  of  his  palace  and  that  afy- 
lum  was  violated  without  any  reparation  being 
made.  * 

Never  was  there  a King  who  wanted  more  to  be 
governed  5 and  in  this  cafe,  it  is  not  always  the  moft 
able  and  moft  upright  that  get  the  government  in- 
to their  hands.  The  Grand- Chancellor  of  Lithua- 
, nia,  Cafimir  Paz,  paflefled  all  his  confidence:  a 
man  of  eminent  talents,  great  natural  eloquence, 
and  improved  abilities  ; but  ambition  being  more 
prevalent  in  him  than  love  for  his  country,  he  aimed 
only  at  promoting  the  greatnefs  of  his  own  family, 
which  was  already  the  moft  fiourifhing  in  Lithuania, 
though  not  originally  of  that  country,  but  a branch 
of  the  Pazzi  of  Florence.  This  relationlhip  with 
Saint  Magdalen  de  Pazzi  had  coft  the  Chancellor 
near  two  millions  to  build  a monaftery  of  Camal- 
dules  under  the  patronage  of  his  kinfwoman  : a lin- 
gular inftance  of  profufion  in  a ftatefman.  His 
brother,  Michael  Paz,  of  a turbulent,  fiery,  and 
capricious  temper,  was  Grand-General  of  Lithua- 
nia, a profeffed  rival  to  Sobiefki,  well  acquainted 
with  military  affairs,  but  wanting  that  fuperiority  of 
genius  which  fupports  a tottering  ftate. 

If  Sobiefki  had  not  flood  up  in  its  defence,  Po- 
and  was  on  the  point  of  being  fubjedted  to  ra- 

(■")  Zalulki,  p.  15%  146. 
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vage  and  defoJation.  The  Coflacks,,  notwithftand-  y-  i6C9- 
ing  the  peace  they  had  made  with’ the  republic  in  the- 
reign  of  Cafimir,  begun  to  entertain  great  fufpicions  of 
the  defigns  of  the  new  King  Michael.  They  appre- 
hended he  might  have  a mind  to  recover  .the  large 
pofleffions  of  his  own  family  in  the  Ukraine,  and 
thofe  of  all  the  other  Polifh  nobles  who  had  been 
difpoflefled  of  their  eftates.  • To  difpel  their  fears, 
the  Coflacks  demanded  a renunciation  of  all  thefe 
claims.  The  Poles,  on  their  fide,  were  unwilling  to 
begin  a war,  at  a time  when  the  kingdom  was  greatly; 
exhaufted.  The  King  employed  Sobiefki  to  ne-- 
gociate  the  affair ; though  he  could  have  wilhed  for  y.  i67r. 
any  other  fit  Ambaflador,  for  he  begun  to  take 
umbrage  at  a fubjedt  who  was  too  much  efteemed 
by  the  nation.  The  leader  of  the  Coflacks,  that 
fame  Dorolcenfko  whom  Sobiefki  had  already  beat, 
was  inflexible.  It  was  necefiary,  therefore,  to  have 
recourfe  to  that  laft  reafon  of  Kings,  which  has. 
fpilt  fuch  ftreams  of  blood  fince  the  time  that  men 
firft  chofe  to  fet  mafters  over  their  heads.  Sobi- 
efki  lhed'  as  little  as  he  could ; for  he  confidered. 
the  blood  of  the  Coflacks  as  belonging  to  the  re-; 
public,  fince  they  had  actually  been  good  fubjedls 
before  the  Poles  had  made  them  bad  flaves.  An-: 
other  caufe  of  Sobiefki’s  treating  them  fo  mildly, 
was  his  having  but  few  troops;  he  therefore  called . 
in  the  afiiflance  of  art,  and  fowed  divifion  among’ 
the  Coflacks.  He  fet  up  a new  leader  againft  the: 
old  one,  Hanenfko  againft  Doro&enfko.  He  re- 
duced to  the  obedience  of  Poland  the. cities  of  Bar; 
Nimirow,  Kalnick,  and  Braclaw,  and  all  the  coun-' 
try  between  the  Bog  and  the  TSiefter.  Dqrofcenfko 
being  entirely  overpowered,  had  no  way  to  lave  tha 
reft  of  the  Ukraine  but  by  threatening  to  give  up! 
the  country  to  the  Turks,  if  he  was  drove  to  1 extre- 
mities ; and  this  threat  made  Sobiefki  fufpend  his 
vi&ories.  The  congratulations  he  received  fhew 
plainly  the  importance  of  the  campaign.  “ We 
K 4 u can_ 
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y,  1671.  ««  cannot  fufficiently  admire  your  valour  and  pru- 
“ dence  in  this  expedition.  With  fuch  a handful  of 
“ men,  how  could  you  recover  fo  many  places, 
♦*  and  particularly  Bradaw,  which  alone  is  worth 
“ a viftory  ? You  have  opened  to  us  a pafiage  into 
“ the  Ukraine,  and  will  do u briefs  compleat  its  re- 
“ dudtion.  Even  envy  itfelf  is  forced  to  own, 
“ that  Poland  is  indebted  to  you  for  its  fafety  (a/*. 
Thefe  are  the  terms  in  which  the  Vice-Chancellor 
writ  to  him  in  the  name  of  the  King  and  the  whole 
republic  ; and  in  this  manner  the  Grand-General 
took  his  revenge  for  having  milled  the  crown. 

But  he  infilled  upon  it,  that,  without  abuling 
their  vidtory,  the  Poles  Ihould  treat  the  Cofiacks 
gently,  and  bring  them  back  ttf  their  allegiance  by 
. demency,  and  the  alluring  hopes  of  future  pro- 
fperity. 

V-  1671.  Such  was  alfo  the  opinion  of  all  the  Deputies, 
and  the  greateft  part  of  the  Senate  afiembled  in  the 
diet ; but  the  King  and  his  council  thought  diffe- 
rently. The  reign  of  the  weak  Michael  was  the 
reign  of  favourites.  His  council  was  made  Up  of 
, penfioners  to  the  Emperor  Leopold,  whofe  filter 
he  had  lately  married.  Leopold  was  apprehenfive 
of  a formidable  armament  that  was  preparing  in 
Turkey;  and  had  laid  a plan  that  was  likely  to 
divert  it  upon  Poland.  He  knew  that  Dorofcenlko 
had  threatened  to  give  up  the  Ukraine  to  the  Turks, 
if  he  was  driven  to  extremities ; and  he  conje&ured 
that  the  Turks  would  not  be  indifferent  to  the  ac- 
quifition  of  fb  fine  a province,  which  would  lay 
open  to  them  Poland  and  Mulcovy,  two  kingdoms 
that  had  produced  lb  many  enemies  to  the  Otto- 
man empire.  He  knew  befides,  that  Michael,  if 
he  could  recover  the  Ukraine  by  open  force,  flat- 
tered hunfelf  with  recovering  allb  the  immenfe  pa- 

1 

(a)  £al(if (q,  tom.  i.  p,  133,  146. 
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trimony  of  hi$  anceftors,  perhaps  with  fome  addi-  y- 
dons.  Acquainted  with  all  thefe  circumftances, 
Leopold  had  no  difficulty  to  perfuade  him,  that  all 
negotiations  with  the  rebels  were  no  lefs  dangerous 
than  they  were  mean  ; and  that  to  pardon  Dorof- 
cenfko  was  to  weaken  the  royal  authority.  Mi- 
chael therefore  thought  himfelf  great,  by  Ihewing 
himfelf  inflexible. 

In  the  mean  time  the  diet,  by  the  laws  of  the 
kingdom,  might  force  him  to  make  peace  : to  pre- 
vent which,  he  bribed  a Deputy,  who  made  a pro- 
test, left  the  afiembly,  and  the  diet  was  difiolved. 

A plain  proof  that  the  proteft  of  the  Deputy  was 
only  an  artifice  of  the  court,  is,  that  the  King 
took  no  fteps  to  bring  him  over,  and  reftore  to  the 
council  of  the  nation  its  power  of  proceeding  up- 
on bufinefs. 

Dorofcenfko  was  foon  acquainted  with  what  had 
paft,  and  fearing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  a pro  - 
voked fovereign,  went  to  look  for  a new  one  at 
Conftant  nople. 

Mahomet  IV.  in  his  way  to  the  throne,  had 
pafled  over  the  body  of  his  father,  Ibrahim  1.  • 
whom  the  janizaries  had  ftrangled.  He  had  beat 
the  Imperialifts,  made  great  conquefts  in  Hungary, 
fubdued  Tranfylvania,  and  taken  the  Ifle  of  Candy, 
anciently  called  Crete.  The  Turks  thought  they 
could  not  do  a greater  honour  to  the  Count  de 
Guilleragues,  Ambafiador  from  France,  and  his 
attendants,  than  by  calling  the  French  the  kinf- 
tnen  of  Mebemmed-'Tetib , Mahomet  the  Victorious. 
Hitherto,  however,  he  had  been  victorious  only  as 
moft  fovereigns  are,  who  do  every  thing  without 
doing  any  thing.  He  had  never  yet  appeared  in 
perfon  at  the  head  of  his  armies  •,  but  his  fuccefs 
feemed  unalterable  under  the  management  of  the 
Grand- Vifir  Cuprogli , of  abilities  equally  exalted 
1?U h his  ftation.  A Grand- Vifir  is  Conftable,  Chan- 
cellor, 


Digitized  by  Google 


*3* 
y.  j67». 


HISTORY  oF  JOHN  SOBIESKI 

cel  lor,  and  Fir  ft  Prefident,  all  together  j and  each 
of  thefe  offices  was  well  filled.  He  fucceeded  his 
father  in  the  Vifir’s  place,  againft  the- policy  of  the 
Empire,  which  does  not  fuffer  honours  to  be  per- 
petuated in  the  fame  family.  Another  fingular  cir- 
cumftance  was  his  obtaining  this  fupreme  honour 
at  the  age  of  thirty,  whereas  the  cuftom  is  for  no 
one  to  hold  great  offices  under  forty  (a).  The 
Turks,  who  never  give  into  hyperbole  but  upon 
great  occafions,  called  him  the  light  of  nations, 
the  guardian  of  the  laws,  the  formidable  Commander. 
,The  faying  of  Montecuculi,  upon  his  retiring  from 
public  life,  when  his  rivals  finifhed  their  courfe,  is 
well  known  ; Jhould  a man  who  has  had  the  ho- 
nour of  fighting  with  I’urenne , Conde,  and  Cuprogli, 
hazard  his  glory  againfi  perfons  that  are  only  begin- 
ning to  command  armies?  The  military  part  of 
Cuprogli’s  character  was  all  that  Montecuculi  was 
acquainted  with. 

This  able  Minifter,  reflecting  upon  Dorofcen- 
fko’s  offers,  formed  a defign  to  conquer  Poland, 
deferring,  till  another  campaign,  the  deftruCtion  of 
the  empire  of  Vienna,  as  a victory  which  would 
be  facilitated  by  this ; and  he  was  for  having  his 
mafter  come  in  perfon  to  gather  the  laurels  he  had 
prepared  for  him.  The  V ifir’s  infilling  upon  Ma- 
homet’s prefence  in  the  army,  was  a proof  both  of 
his  policy  and  attachment  to  the  Sultan,  who,  not- 
ivithftanding  the  victories  of  his  reign,  was  begin- 
ning to  incur  the  .hatred  and  contempt  of  his  fub- 
jeCts,  becaufe  he  was  entirely  given  up  to  his  plea- 
fures,  and  fpent  more  money  in  his  feraglio,  than  he 
would  have  done  in  conquering  the  Chriftians. 

But  the  Divan  represented,  that  this  war  could 
not  be  a juft  one,  without  a previous  fummons  to 
the  Poles,  ancf  a refufal  on  their  part  to  give  fatis- 


(<ij  Ricaut's  Kiftoryof  the  Ottoman  Empire,  p.  135. 
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faCtion  to  the  Coflacks,  The  Mufti  in  particular, 
that  is,  the  Pontiff  of  the  Mahometan  religion,  re* 
fufed  his  Fetfa.  This  Mufti  is  a perfonage  of  great 
importance,  being  the  only  one  in  the  empire  to 
whom  the  Grand-Seignior  rifes ; but  were  he  de- 
tected in  any  double  dealing,  he  would  be  pounded 
to  jelly  in  a mortar  (a).  The  Fetfa  which  he  re- 
fufed  on  this  occafion,  is  a fort  of  Epifcopal  man- 
date, that  always  accompanies  the  public  orders  of 
the  Grand- Seignior ; becaufe,  without  this  oracle, 
the  people  would  not  obey  fo  well.  Cuprogli,  who 
was  himfelf  too  much  a friend  to  juftice  and  reli- 
gion, not  to  liften  to  their  dictates,  addrefied  the 
following  manifefto  to  the  republic  of  Poland. 

“ You  afiert  that  the  Ukraine  belongs  to  you, 
“ and  that  the  Coflacks  are  your  fubjeCts,  as  if 
**  we  did  not  know  that  this  nation  was  formerly 
**  free,  and  depended  only  upon  itfelf.  It  is  true, 
**  they  have  given  themfelves  to  you  of  their  own 
**.  accord,  and  upon  certain  conditions ; but  they 
“ little  expeCled  that  you  would  prove  tyrants,  and 
“ commit  fo  many  outrages.  They  have  therefore 
“ taken  up  arms,  as  they  are  authorized  to  do  by 
“ the  laws  of  nature,  to  recover  their  former  ftate 
“ of  liberty.  They  have  befought  the  Sublime 
“ Porte,  to  take  them  under  its  protection,  and  do 
**  for  them  what  it  does  for  all  the  unhappy.  The 
“ invincible  Mahomet  has  therefore  fent  to  Doro- 
“ fcenfko,  chief  of  the  Coflacks,  the  fabre  and 
“ the  ftandard.  Know  then,  that  if  you  do  not 
“ haften  to  compofe  this  difference  with  my  maf- 
“ ter,  who  is  already  in  motion  towards  Adria- 
“ nople,  but  fuffer  him  to  arrive  upon  your  fron- 
“ tiers  with  his  immenfe  forces,  the  difpute  will 
“ no  longer  be  decided  by  a treaty,  but  by  thp 
1 

(a)  Ricaut’s  Hift.  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  p.  190. 
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“ fword,  and  the  wrath  of  the  God  of  venge- 
“ ancef a).” 

At  the  grumbling  of  this  thunder,  the  Senate  af- 
fembled,  and  begun  with  exprefling  great  indig- 
nation, that  the  letter  containing  the  declara- 
tion of  war  was  not  writ  by  the  Sultan  himfelf, 
but  by  the  Vifir ; which  was  conftrued  to  be  a 
contemptuous  piece  of  arrogance.  The  King’s 
partifans  laid  hold  of  this  moment  of  indigna- 
tion, to  infinuate  that  the  declaration  was  not  made 
in  earneft : **  Why,  faid  they,  Ihould  the  Porte, 
“ in  general  fo  faithful  to  treaties,  break  with  us, 
“ who  have  given  her  no  offence  ? Can  it  be  to 
“ enlarge  her  empire  ? But  it  is  well  known  that 
“ fhe  is  more  folicitous  at  pfefent  to  preferve  her 
“ immenfe  dominions,  than  to  extend  them.  Can 
“ it  be  with  a real  defign  of  fupporting  Dorofcen- 
“ fko  ? But  it  was  much  more  natural  to  favour 
“ him,  while  his  ftrength  was  yet  entire.  Would 
**  Mahomet  come  with  all  the  weight  of  his  power 
“ to  enter  into  a league  with  a robber  ? The  Vi- 
“ fir’s  declaration  has  all  the  appearance  of  being 
“ a menace  extorted  from  him,  by  the  importunity 
“ and  falfhoods  of  Dorofcenfko.  But  luppofe  the 
“ thunder  fhould  follow  the  lightning,  the  Czar 
“ offers  us  a powerful  diverfion,  in.  which  he  pro- 
“ mifes  to  engage  the  Perfians  ; and  can  we  think 
“ that  the  empire  of  Germany  is  not  equally  in- 
“ terefted  to  reftrain  the  T yrant  of  Afia  ? 'Here  is 
“ alio  a fuccour  that  may  foon  be  called  for  (b). 

To  all  this  the  true  patriots  anfwered,  that  it 
was  a much  eafier  way  to  fatisfy  the  Coffacks,  and 
by  this  means  deprive  the  Turks  of  all  pretence  to 
difturb  Poland.  Sobiefki  being  abfent  at  this  junc- 
ture, the  Primate  propofed  - to  fufpend  all  debates 
about  war,  till  the  arrival  of  the  hero  who  under- 

( a)  Zalufei,  tom.i.p.  360.  (b)  Id.  ibid.  p.  352,  & feq. 
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flood  it  lb  well.  This  propofal  was  by  no  means  y.  167*. 
agreeable  to  the  King,  who  was  apprehenfive  of 
the  Grand-General’s  becoming  of  (till  greater  im- 
portance. Night  coming  on,  it  was  propofed  to 
carry  on  the  debates  by  candle-light  \ but.  the  Pri- 
mate oppofed  this  delign,  for  fear  that,  as  the  dif- 
putes  ran  high,  they  might  be  tempted  to  uie  their 
poniards  in  the  dark  ; a thing  that  had  happened 
more  than  once  in  thefe  aflemblies.  Perhaps  alfo 
he  apprehended  an  attempt  upon  his  own  perfon, 
from  fome  of  thole  villains,  who  are  always  ready 
to  do  more  than  Kings  even  defire. 

The  next  morning  Sobielki  arrived,  and  moft  of 
the  Senators  went  out  to  meet  him.  He  had  the 
pleafure  of  hearing  his  own  praifes  in  full  Senate : 
he  was  told,  that  the  gown  and  the  fword  became 
him  equally,  that  he  had  twilled  the  laurel  with 
his  falces,  and  had  the  abilities  both  of  a Senator 
and  a General.  All  this  was  true  i but  it  was  ne- 
ceflary,  without  lofing  a moment,  to  fix  upon  fome 
expedient,  to  fave  the  republic.  Sobielki  fpoke 
with  great  warmth  for  appealing  the  ColTacks,  point- 
ed out  the  articles  in  which  Poland  might  make  con- 
cefiions.  B.ut  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  perfuading 
weak  minds,  much  lefs  Princes  who  are  accuftomed 
to  make  no  diftinftion  between  might  and  right. 
Michael  perfiited  in  his  obfiinacy,  and  returned  the 
Porte  no  anfwer,  as  if  its  menaces  had  been  of  no 
confequence. 

From. this  period  may  be  dated  the  rile  of  the 
league  that  was  formed  to  dethrone  him.  It  is  a 
maxim  with  the  Poles,  that  whatever  nation  has  a 
right  to  make  a King,  has  a • right  to  unmake  him 
alfo ; lo  that  what  would  be  called  a confpiracy 
in  other  countries,  they  look  upon  only  as  an  exer- 
tion of  a national  privilege.  Among  the  chiefs 
, of  this  league  were  the  Primate  Prazmowlkl ; Sien- 
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¥>1671.  awfki,  the  Great  Standard-Bearer;  Lubomirfki* 
Palatine  of  Cracow  ; Ledchinlki,  of  Mazovia  ; 
Potozki,  ofKiovia;  Vielopollki,  and  other  nobles 
of  equal  importance.  The  enterprize  was  not  fo 

hazardous  as  it  would  have  been  in  an  hereditary 
kingdom,  but  yet  it  had  its  dangers. 

The  confederated  nobles  thought  proper  to  Ihew 
their  regard  to  the  Emperor,  by  acquainting  him 
with  their  defign,  on  account  of  his  lifter,  who 
fhared  the  throne  of  Poland  with  Michael.  They 
therefore  laid  before  him  all  the  grievances  of  the 
ftate,  and  particularly  Michael’s  incapacity  to  go- 
vern. In  proud  and  haughty  nations,  a King  who 
is:de(piled,  generally  totters  upon  the  throne,  while 
ufurpers,  who  are  efteemed,  fit  firmly.  TheEng- 
lilh  never  thought  of  depofing  Cromwell;  for 
Cromwell  had  humbled  Holland,  prefcribed  the 
conditipns  of  a treaty  to  Portugal,  beat  the  Spa- 
niards, forced  France  to  court  his  alliance,  and 
given  the  empire  of  the  fea  and  of  commerce  to 
England  ; but  Michael  was  fit  for  nothing  but  to 
ruin  Poland.  • 

The  confederated  nobles  reprefented  therefore  to 
t;he  Emperor,  the  necefiity  there  was  of  chufing 
another  Governor;  that  the  only  obftacle  in  their 
way  was  their  refpedt  for  his  Caefarean  Majefty, 
and  their  Queen  Eleonora,  whom  they  were  forry 
to-  involve  in  the  King’s  fate.  They  therefore 
defired  him  to  fay  in  what  manner  he  wifhed  lhe 
^ might  be  treated. 

The  emperor,  after  having  exprefied  his  pity 
for  his  brother-in-law,  in  having  no  talents  for  a 
throne,  anfwered,  that  he  pitied  the  republic  ftill 
more,  but  could  not  confent  to  fee  his  filter  with- 
out a crown.-  The  method  that  he  propofed,  to 
avoid  all  difficulties,  was  this  : The  moft  Serene 

King  (fuch  was  the  title  his  Caefarean  Majefty  gave 
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to  Michael)  was  of  a weak  constitution,  of  un-  y 
lettled  health,  and  hitherto  without  children:  the 

validity  of  his  marriage  might,  by  the  canons,  be 
questioned,  on  account  of  impotence,  a way  that 
had  often  fucceeded  with  crowned  heads.  The 
Queen  confented  to  fupport  this  accufation,  for  the 
good  of  the  republic  ; but  then  it  muft  be  exprefs- 
ly  Stipulated,  that  after  the  dissolution  of  her  .union 
with  Michael,  lhe  was  to  marry  the  Prince  who 
lhould  fucceed  him  in  the  throne.  A parallel  in- 
stance had  happened  fo  late  as  the  year  1667,  when 
the  Queen  of  Portugal,  who  had  a paffion  for  Don 
Pedro,  brother  to  her  hufband  King  Alphonfo,  ac- 
cufed  the  latter  of  impotence,  and  obtained  a bull 
from  Rome  to -marry  her  brother-in-law,  and  Share 
with  him  the  throne. 

Another  difficulty  Was,  to  fettle  upon  what  head 
they  Should  place  the  crown.  The  Emperor  inlifted 
upon  the  exclusion  of  all  heretics,  and  Frenchmen. 
His  aversion  to  the  former  he  carried  fo  far,  as  to 
extend  it  even  to  heretics  who  Should  change  their 
religion  with  a view  to  the  crown  ; and  the  Frehch 
were  proscribed  “ as  a reftlefs,  turbulent,,  and  in- 
“ flammatory  nation,  faid  Leopold,  in  his  difpatches 
on  this  occasion.  :Their  machinations,  added 
he,  “ againft  all  Europe  in  general,  and  againft 
“ the  houfe  of  Auftria  in  particular,  are  well 
“ known.  It  wogklbeunreafonable,  that  I Should 
**  expofe  my  own  family  and  the  empire,  for  the 
<£  fake  of  your  infereft.  The  King  that  I propofe 
“ to  you  is  Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain,-  whom  you 
“ were  upon  the  point  of  crowning  in  the  laft 
“ election.  Do  not; conSider  him  as  a Prince  with- 
**  out  fortune,  and  without  power,  who  would  be 
“ burdenlbme  to  the  republic.  His  father  is  in- 
**  deed  difpoffefled  of  his  dominions  •,  but  this  is 
“ only  a temporary  evil,  for  which  he  is  indebted 
‘‘  to  France,  and  which  that  nation  will,  in  the 

“ end. 
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“ end,  have  more  reafon  to  repent  of,  than  rejoice' 

“ at  (a).” 

In  the  laft  election,  Leopold  had  preferred  the 
Duke  of  Newburg  to  the  Prince  whom  he  now  fo> 
warmly  recommended  ; but  policy  will  not  permit 
fovereigns  to  fpeak  always  the  fame  language,  and 
wear  the  fame  afpeft.  After  having  laid  open  his 
plan,  he  again  exp*refled  his  fbrrow,  that  the  fceptre 
fhould  be  forced  out  of  the  hands  of  the  moft  Se- 
rene King  Michael,  and  lamented  over  fo  melan- 
choly a neceflity,  concluding  with  a moft  earned: 
requeft  to  the  republic,  to  provide  for  his  fubfift- 
ence. 

Hitherto  the  confederated  nobles,  uncertain  of 
Sobiefki,  whofe  conduct  feemed  to  indicate  an  un- 
willingnefe  to  break  with  the  court,  had  communi- 
cated to  him  nothing  of  their  defign  *,  but  reflect- 
ing upon  the  neceflity  of  gaining  him  over,  they 
now  laid  it  before  him.  The  part  he  Ihould  take 
upon  him  to  aft,  was  likely  to  decide  the  fate  of 
the  King,  and  the  kingdom.  With  all  the  weight 
of  his  -dignities  of  Grand-Marfhal  and  Grand- 
General,  of  Commander  and  Father  of  an  army, 
which  thought  itfelf  invincible  when  headed  by  him, 
he  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  kingdom  againft  the 
King.  But  whether,  when  he  refolved  upqn  the 
depofition  of  Michael,  he  aimed  at  fixing  the  at- 
tention of  the  nation  upon  himfelf,  or  had  nothing 
in  view  but  the  public  good,  it  is  certain  that  he 
reprdented  how  dangerous  it  would  be  to  take  the 
Emperor’s  nomination  of  a King ; that  it  was  put- 
ting the  ftate  under  the  tuition  of  the  council  of 
Vienna ; and  that  they  had  felt  the  melancholy  ef- 
fefts  of  it  ever  fince  Michael  had  been  upon  the 
throne:  “ but  juft  as  it  is,  added  he,  to  take  the 
“ crown  from  a man  who  is  incapable  of  wear- 

( a)  Zalufki,  tom.  i.  p.  5.(2,  & leq. 
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**  ing  it*  it  would  be  equally  unjuft  to  deprive  him 
“ of  his  wife  j and  the  republic  cannot,  without 
**  difgrace,  engage  in  fo  infamous  a plot.  And  as 
“ to  a new  King,  if  Poland  cannot  fupply  that 
“ want,  France  has  one  to  offer  us,  of  as  war* 
“ like  a genius  as  Prince  Charles,  and  who  can 
“ involve  us. in  no  difagreeable  06006611005.  The 
*«  perfon  I mean  is  the  Duke  of  Longueville  (a ), 
“ aefcended  from  the  famous  Count  of  Dunois, 
**  who  faved  Charles  VI 1.  his  King,  and  France, 
**  his  country.  The  Duke  inherits  the  blood  and 
“ virtues  of  his  anceftor,  and  is  deftined  to  fave 
“ Poland.” 

The  Queen  did  not  think  with  Sobiefki,  that  fhe 
was  infeparably  connefted  with  a hufband  without 
a crown.  She  would  indeed  have  preferred  Prince 
Charles  to  the  Duke  of  Longueville ; but  Ihe  was 
determined,  at  all  events,  to  continue  upon  the 
throne.  She  therefore  insinuated  to  the  Grandees, 
that  Ihe  would  confent  to  marry  the  Duke.  His 
pi&ure  had  been  already  Ihewn  her*  and  Ihe  did 
not  diflike  it. 

Sobielki’s  propofal  was  conformable  to  the  af* 
feftion  he  always  retained  for  France,  and  the  in* 
tercourfe  he  kept  up  with  Lewis  XIV.  As  for  the 
Prince  whom  he  propofed,  all  his  merit  confifted  in 
valour,  which  alone  will  never  make  a great  King; 
But  the  confederated  nobles  were  too  eager  for  a 
revolution  to  weigh  things  maturely,  and  therefore 
acquiefed  implicitly.  They  made  the  utmoft  ex* 
pfidition  to  form  their  meafures  with  France ; and 
the  thing  was  condufted  with  fo  much  fecrecy  by 
, Sobiefki,  that  neither  the  court  of  Vienna,  nor  that 
of  Warlaw,  had  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  what  was 
carrying  on. 

(a)  Known  alfo  by  the  name  of  Coant  de  Saint-Paul. 
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The  abrupt  diffolution  of  the  laft  diet  furnifhed 
a pretence  for  demanding  another  in  the  beginning 
of  the  fpring.  Michael  durfl  not  refufe  it;  efpeci- 
ally  as  it  wasneceffary  to  put  the  republic  in  arms, 
for  intelligence  came  that  the  Turks  were  actually 
upon  their  march. 

Never  was  a King  treated  in  fb  rough  a manner 
before  all  his  fubje&s.  A grievance  which  had,  in 
fome  meafure,  been  forgiven  him,  was  revived  in 
this  diet.  He  had  taken  an  oath  at  his  coronation, 
not  to  marry  without  the  approbation  of  the  repub- 
lick  i and  he  had  not  even  afked  its  opinion,  when 
he  married  Eleonora,  Arch-Duchefs  of  Auftria. 

The  Czar  offered  him  his  daughter,  and  the  re- 
ftitution  of  the  dutchy  of  Severia,  with  other- eon- 
fiderable  advantages  : and  this  propofol  was  highly 
agreeable  td  the  republic,  whereas  the  Arch-Duchefs 
brought  nothing.  But  the  King  liftened  only  to 
the  Chancellor  P az.  The  bringing  about  this  bl* 
liance  had  coft  him  five  hundred  thoufand  livres, 
which  fum ' he  attempted' to  reimburle  himfelf  pri- 
vately out  of  the  national,  flock  1 and  this  was  in*- 
terpreted  is  a crime  againft  the  republic,  which  ought 
to  know  how  her  finances  are  difpofed  of,  and  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  expences  of  a marriage  that  fhe 
difapproved.  The  fame  match  brought  upon  him 
another  reproach  ; his  acceptance  of  the  order  of  the 
Golden  Fleece  being  cOnfidered  as  a mark  ’of  yafla- 
lage,  equally  difgraceful  to  the  King  and"  to  his 
fubjefls,  and  as  an  engagement  to  efpoufe  the  in- 
terefts,  and  avenge  the  wrongs  of  the  boufe  of 
Auftria.  It  was  even  pretended  that  he  had  ex- 
prefsly  fwom  to  do  fo, 'when  he  accepted  the  or- 
der, the  ceremony  of  which  was  performed  in  pri- 
vate. “ Far  different,  added  they,  was  JtSe  beha- 
viour  of  Stephen  Battori,  when  the  Spanifh Am- 
**  baflador  made  him  an  offer  of  the  fame"  order. 

k “ That 


Digitized 


by  Google 


\KING  of  POL  A'  N-  D.  * ? Tq 

**  That  t excellent  King,  whofe-  lofs  We  ,de* 

**  plore,? ordered  a collar  to  be. made,  in  which, 

•**  infteadof  'a  fbeep , there  hung  a < wolf  aitn*- 
“ ed  with  threateping  teeth  (a).  This^,  feid-he,' 

**  is  my  order  \ / will  dcceptymrs,  when  ihybro* 

“ tbert  the  King  of  Spaitk,  accepts  .1nihe.',  ■ , t • -- 
The  companion  was  carried  on  to  a Hill  greats 
length.  “ Stephen  confulied?only  with  the  Senate 
**  and  the  diets  :•  Michael  manages  , all  public  bu* 

“ finefs  with  the  Queen  and  the  Auftrian  Amhaf* 

“ factor,  who  is  employed  night  and  day  in  con*  • 

“ triving  our'  ruin.  Stephen  always  headed  our 
“ armies  in  petfon  : Michael  ha^  never  yer  been 
“ feen  there.  Is  it  realcnable  fihar  the  members 
fhould  expofe  .themfeLves  form  head.  Who  always 
“ keeps  himfelf  out  of  the  reach  of  xlanger  (b)  ?”  • 

The  Primate,  .taking  advantage!  of  thisferment; 
addrefied  him  in  terms  which,  in  ;an  abfijlute  mo* 
narchy,  would  be  confidered  *as  . high-treafon. 

?*  The  nation;  faid  he,  has  made? you  its  -King, 

**  and  you  are  corapafiingl  its;  deftrudtion.  dnr 
“ ftead  of  endeavouring  to  pacify  the  Ukraine; 

**  yoti  have  irritated  its  fenfe  of  pain.  You -have 
“ negledled  to  repair  the  fortifications  of  Kami- 
“ nieck,  the  bulwark  of  Poland.  You  ftill  keep 
**  the  German  guard,  which  the  republic  faw  with 
“ dilcontent  attending  upon  youf  predeceffor, 

“ though 'he  paid  it  with  his  own.  money.  You 
have  perfons  in  your  court,  and  your  cabinet, 

“ who  facrifice  the  interefts  of  the  nation  to  thofe 
“ of  the  King.  The  Deputies  were  preparing 
“ to  addrefs  you,  to  remove  thefe  public  pefts; 

“ and  you  have  difeovered  an  expedient  to  re- 
**  move  the  Deputies  themfelves.  You  violate  our 

(a ) The  arms  of  Tranfylvania,  of  which  Battori  was  Prince, 
before  he  came  to  the  crown  of  Poland. 

(b)  Zalutki,  tom.  i.  p.  168.  & feq. 
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y*  j67*.  u conftitution,  in  difpofing  of  Starofties  and  feats 
“ in  the-  Senate,  before  the  death,  of  thofe  who 
44  hold  them.  , You  have  broke  off  two  diets,  ip 
1*  order  to  fcreen  your  authority  from  the  animad- 
44  verfion  of  the  laws.  You  have  openly  laid  claim 
“ to  the  ancient  prerogative?  of  mix'  Kings,  and 
44  protefted  againft  all  encroachments  upon  them. 
44  Thefe  ancient  prerogatives,  i which  may  be  ex- 
44  tended  to  fo  enormous  a pitch,  where  do  you 
44  propofe  to  fearch  for  the  records  that  contain 
f4  them ? Probably  in  th$  Archives  of  Vienna  or 
4#  Madrid.  ’Tis  time.  Senators,  that  we  tremble 
. ^ for  ourfelves,  if  we  behave  as  becomes  our 

*‘;  rank.  That  faying  which,  you  was  heard  to 
“ make  ufe  of,  after  your  coronation,/ that  you 
44  fwore  to  the  £a£la  Conventa,  with  a mental  re* 
44  fervation,  is  but  too  true.  What  faith  can  we 
44  poflibly  put  in  your  oaths  (a)  i We  therefore 
44  oreak-  ours,  after  your  example.”1  The  firmnefs 
of  mind  which  fuch  a difcourfe  Teems  to  imply, 
is  by  no  means  a prodigy :in. a ftate,  where  the  li- 
berty of  the  fubjed,  and  particularly  of  perfons 
in  public  ftations,  who  fpeak  boldly  what  they  think, 
and  truftito  the  laws  for  their  prbtedion,  is  invio- 
lably facred.  • 

. .The  Primate  was  ftill  fpcaking,  when  the  con- 
federated nobles,  whofe  number,  was  greatly  in- 
creafed  in  the  national  aflembly, . fignified  to  Mi- 
chael, without  any  ceremony,  to  quit  the  throne 
by  a voluntary  abdication,  or  to  exped  to  be  forced 
to  it.  As  foon  asr  he  fawvSobielki  in  the  league, 
he  defpaired  of  keeping  his  cro,wo»  and  the  cataf- 
trophe  daily  approached.  The  magnificent  equi- 
pages of  the  nobler-advanced  toward?  the  fea-coaft 
to  receive  the  Duke  of  Longueville,  who  was  def- 
ined for  the  throne.!..  That  Prince  was  yet  upon 

(a)  Zalufki,  tom.  i.  p.  1 68.  z6|.  & feq. 
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the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  which  Lewis  XIV.  was  Y* 
attempting  to  pafs ; where  every  one  knows  that 
the  Duke  met  with  his  death,  by  firing  a piftol. 
wantonly  upon  Tome  Dutchmen,  who  begged  their 
lives  upon  their  knees.  ‘Thefejcomdrels  (to  make 
ufe  of  his  own  expreffion)  to  whom  he  ordered  the 
French,  to  give  no : quarter,  .gave  him  none*,  and 
with  him  ended  the  branch  of  Orleans- Longueville. 

The  death  of  this  Prince  difconcerted  the  Ifcague, 
and  reftored  fome  hope  td  Michael. 

The  King,  uncertain  whether  he  was  ftill  a King 
or  not,  afiembled  all-  the  nobility  of  the  lower  or- 
der, amounting  to  a hundred  thou  fand,  in  the  field 
of  Golemba,  upon  the  banks  -of  the  Vifhila,  in 
the  Palatinate  of  Lublin.  He  had'  formerly  made 
one  of  their  body,  and  lived  upon  a level  with  them. 

To  them  he  was  principally  indebted  for  the  fceptre  j 
he  was  beloved  by  them  as  an  equal,  and  refpedted 
as  a King.  He  chofe  Stephen  Czarnejki  for  Marfhal  , 
of  the  Royal  Confederacy,  with  a power  of  railing 
a new  army,  and  reftoring  the  ancient  militia,  cal- 
led HaftatUi  on  account  of  the  lance  it  was  armed, 
with.  Poland  acknowledges  only  two  Grand-Ge- 
nerals ; but  Czarnefki  now  made  a third,  and  in- 
deed a great  deal  more;  for  being  armed  with  the 
thunder  of  war,  and  the  fword  of  juftice,  he  wais  in 
fadt  a Dictator,  who  could  either  acquit  or  con- 
demn at  pleafure.  The  confederates  took  an  oath 
to  him,  to  maintain  King  Michael  upon  the  throne 
at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  and  fortunes;  and  the 
religion  of  an  oath  is  as  much  refpedted  in  Poland, 
as  it  was  in  the  time  of  their  anceftors,  the  Sarma- 
tians.  The  Senators  and  all  perfons  in  office  were 
fummoned  to  join  them  in  a limited  time,  upon 
pain  of  confifcation  of  goods  and  lofs  of  dignity. 

The  time  allowed  was  a very  fhort  one,  and  had  it 
not  been  for  the  irefolution  Sobiefki  took,  they  muft 
all  have  thrown  themfdves  at  the  feet  of  a provoked 
L 3 King, 
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'King,-  and  £'■  Dilator,  from  whom  no  mercy  was 
tQ'bi  expettecf.-'  X • ; • . ■ 

• The  Grand-General  aflembled  his  army  at  Lo- 
vicZ,  in  the  Palatinate  of  kava,  the  citadel  of  which 
town  was  built  by  an  Arch-Bilhop  of  Gnefna. 
There  are  few  inftanees  in  Poland  of  convents 
built  by  Princes  of  the  church  ; and  the  reafon  is, 
becatife  they  are  all  Senators  and  ftatefmen.  Who- 
ever would  fee  that  divifion  of  the  republic  to 
which  the  majoHty  of  the-  Seriate  adhered,  muft 
have  feeri  it  at  Lovicz.  *•  ■ 

The  hrmy,  which  now  formed  a confederacy  h» 
its  furfi,T(  (a  fpecies  of  league  always  to  be  dreaded) 
oppofed,  oath  - to  oath,  and  fwore  by  the  name  of 
Gbd  and  of  Sobiefki,  to  maintain  the  rights  and 
pnvileges  of  their  country,  as  delivered  down  by 
thofe  ancient  warriors  who  had  fealed  them  with 
t^ieir  blood  ; to  recognize  as  Gerftrals  thofe  only 
Who  had  been  invefted  with  the- command  before 
the  breaking  out  of  the  difturbances  ; to  difcover 
to  "the  Generals  whatever  they  fhould  learn,  that 
tended  to  the  detriment  of  the  prefent  confe- 
deracy; to  reveal  none  of  its  fecrets  ; and  to  con- 
sider as  an  enemy  to  his  ctfuntry,  every  foldier  who 
fhould  not  ifilift  under  its  banners  (a ). 

While,  the  republic  was  thus  arming  againft  it- 
felf,  Cuprogli  having  revived  no  anfwer,  procured 
the  war  he  had  threatened  againft  the  Poles  to  be 
declared  a juft  one,  and  the  Mufti  fandtified  it 
with  his  Fctfa.'  The  orders  were  already  ifiued 
out,  and  the  horfetails  flying  upon  the  feraglio. 
It  was  not  mere  whim,  but  the  gaining  of  a vic- 
tory, that  made  the  Turks  adopt  this  banner. 
Their  troops  being  put  to  flight  in  an  aftion,  and 
the  Great  Standard  taken,  the  General  ftruck  off" 
a horfe’s  tail  with  his  fabre,  and  fixing  it  to  the 

. (a)  Zalufki,  tom.  i.  p.  396. 
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top  of  a pike,  rallied  his  men,  and  got  the  vie-  v.  167*. 
tory. 

Mahomet  now  advanced  like  an  angry  Tea,  ready 
to  overwhelm  Poland.  The  King,  inftead  of  go- 
ing to  meet  him  with  the  hundred  thoufand  nobles 
that  fupported  his  tottering  throne*  and  Ihewing 
by  this  behaviour  that  he  deferved  to  reign,  was 
employed  in  profecuting  the  firft  fubje&s  in  his 
kingdom  with  all  the  rigour  of  the  law.  Oonfifca- 
tion  of  goods,  lofs  of  honours  and  dignities,  degra- 
dation from  nobility,  was  decreed  againft  all  * but 
againft  the  ringleaders,  lofs  of  life.  In  the  laft 
daft  were  included  Sobiefki  and  the  Primate ; and 
to  complete'the  whole,  a price  was  fet  upon  their 
heads.  'The  fentence  of  death  made  little  impref- 
fion  upon  the  criminals,  who  were  furrounded  with 
an  army  that  could  bring  their  judges  to  the  fcaf- 
fold.  But  twenty  thoufand  ducats  might  poflibly 
tempt  an  aflaffin,  efpecially  as  the  fentence  took 
off  all  ignominy  from  fuch  an  adlion,  and  converted 
it,  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  into  a title  of  ho- 
nour (a). 

At  this  news,  the  fpldiers  gave  a fhout  of  in- 
dignation againft  the  King  and  the  confederated 
nobles,  and  laying  their  faJbres  in  the  form  of  erodes, 

Iwore  to  defend  and  avenge  their  General.  It  was 
neceffary  that  fuch  a man  fhoukl  either  perilh,  or 
become  in  the  end  the  fifft  man  of  the  kingdom. 

I accept  your  protejlatws,'.  anfwered  he,  but  let  us,  x 
before  all  things,  defend  our'  country.  He  forefaw 
that  Mahomet  would  . open  the  campaign  with  the 
fiege  of  Kaminieokj . the.  capital  of  Podolia*;a  plSce 
ftill  ftronger  by  nature  than  by  art  ; > being’  built  up- 
on a fteep  node;  TurFfeunded  iwith  the>  river  SifcOfr- 
ricz,  and  a circle  of  iibilfe,  j extending,  »1]  rbund  the 
river.  It  had  been,  in  all  ages,  "the  bulwark  of 

r j; 

(a)  Zalnlki.  tom.  i.  p.  444,  & feq. 
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v.  167*.  Poland  againft  the  Turks  and  Tartars ; and  had 
long  been  looked  upon  by  the  former  with  eves  of 
indignation  •,  nor  did  it  give  the  Tartars  lefs  offence. 
Sobiefki  fent  thither  eight  regiments  of,  foot  to  rein- 
force the  garrifon  : but  the  Governor,  who  -was 
' wholly  devoted  to  the  King,  was  afraid  that  theft- 
troops  would  give  Sobiefki  too  great  an  authority 
in  the  place,  and  therefore  refufed  to  admit  them  ; 
a fatal  effeft  of  the  civil  difientions. 

Mahomet,  at  the  head  of  a hundred  and  fifty 
thouland  men,  palled  the -Danube,  near  Siliftria,  a 
city  of  Bulgaria,  croffod  Walachia  and  Tranfylva- 
nia,  threw  bridges  over  the  Niefter  at  the  foot  of 
the  walls  of  Choczin,  and  appeared  before  Kami- 
nieck  about  the  end  of  July*  A hundred  thoufand 
Tartars  arrived  there,  by  his  orders,  at  the  fame 
time;  commanded,  upon  this  great  occafion,  by 
the  Cham  Selim-Gjerai  in  perfon.  The  nation  had 
not  had,  for  a long  time,  a leader  of  fuch  diftin- 
guilhed  talents,  both  in  war  and  peace.  The  Turk- 
i(h  Generals  paid  great  regard  to  his  Judgment  ; 
and  the  Tartars  were  ready  to  undertake  any  thing, 
when  they  had  him  at  their  head.  . In  another  coun- 
try, he  would  have  introduced  politenefs,  fciences, 
and  arts.  Whenever  he  could  lay  afide  the  fabre, 
he  took  up  the  pen ; and  Cantemir  calls  him  an  ex- 
cellent Philofopher  and  hiftorian  (a).  His  Lieu- 
tenant-Generals were  his  two  fons,  Sultan  Galga, 
and  Sultan  Nuradin..  Scarce  had  they  paid  their 
refpedts  to  the  Grand  Seignior,  when  he  ordered 
them  to  majke  incurfions  as  far  as  the  Viftula ; 
while  the  Coflacks,  ftimulated  by  reientment,  car- 
ried defolaxion  on  another  fide.  Mahomet  was  the 
idol  of  this,  great  multitude  which  exhaufted  the 
farth ; but  the  great  Cuprbgli  was  its  fotil. 

( a)  Cantemir,  tom.  ii.  p.  139. 

Sobiefki, 


Digitized  by  Google 


KING  of  £ O L A N D. 

Sobiefki,  with  thirty-five  thoufand  Poles,  could 
not  give  batt|e  to  an  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
Turks  before  Kaminieck  : he  therefore  abandoned 
this  fortrefs  to  its  dreadful  fate.  If  was  of  ftill 
greater  importance  to  flop  that  torrent  of  Tartars 
which  was  going  to  overwhelm  the  heart  of  the 
kingdom.  The  Cham  was  ravaging  Pokrufia; 
Sultan  Nuradin,  Volhinia;  and  Sultan  Galga  took 
the  middle  way  through  ' the  center  of  the  Palati- 
nate of  Rufiia. 

We  muft  not  lofe  fight  of  the  hundred  thoufand* 
nobles,  under  the  command  of  the  King  at  Golem- 
ba,  and  Sobiefki,  with  his  little  army  at  Lovicz. 
An  imprudent  ftep  of  Nuradin  difcovered  on  which 
fide  lay  true  courage,  and  regard  for  the  welfare  of 
Poland.  The  young  Tartar,  as  he  coafted  the  Pa-1 
latinate  of  Lublin,  took  his  march  between  tho  two 
camps.  The  King  and  the  nobles  took  it  into 
their  heads,  that  this  motion  pf  the  Tartai*  was 
planned  in  concert  with  Sobiefki  5 and  the  alarm 
was  fo  great,  that  the  King  did  not  think  himfelf 
fecure  in  the  midft  of  a hundred  thoufand  nobles  j 
but  took  refuge  within  the  walls  of  Lublin  (a),  a 
town  about  fix  leagues  diftant  from  his  camp,  and 
the  nobility  difperfed. 

Sobiefki,  having  nothing  farther  to  fear  from  his 
countrymen,  difplayed  all  his  greatnefs.  The  man, 
who  had  juft  been  condemned  to  death,  exerted  his 
utmoft  to  fave  his  judges.  He  went  in  fearch  of 
the  Tartars  wherever  they  appeared.  His  firft  vic- 
tim was  Nuradin,  whom  he  came  up  with  and  de- 

(a ) This  capital  of  the  Palatinate  of  the  fame  name,  is  a 
place  of  great  note.  The  courts  of  juftice  for  all  Little  Po- 
land which  are  eftabltfhed  here,  draw  thither  many  of  the  no- 
bility, and  traders  of  every  nation.  Among  its  buildings,  the 
moll  noted  is  the  palace  pf  Mark  Sobiefki,  Palatine  of  Lublin, 
grandfather  to  Johq. 
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fcated  at  gates  of  rKralhobrod  (?).,,  Thevi&o- 
iy  was  lo  complete,  that  the  Gepenp  efcaped  al- 
molt  alone  to  the  army  of  Sultap  galga,  his  bro- 
ther ; whp,-  tp  avoid  the  like  diffljef,j  rparched  to- 
wards the  Niefter,  in  order  to.  join  forces  with  the 
Cham.  But  he  was  prevented  by  $he  amazing  di- 
ligence of  Sobielki,  and  his  lofa  exceeded  that  of 
his  brother.  The  plain,  of  Nimirow  was  covered 
with  Tartars  breathing  their  laft  upon  the  booty 
they  had  carried  off;  and  thofe  that  remained  took 
Bo  flight. 

..  Sobielki,  leaving  his  infantry  with  the  baggage 
followed  the  runaways  with  bis  horfe.  A new  battle 
'Was  fought  at  Grud^ck,  and  another  at  Komarna, 
whence  the  two  Sultans  efcaped  in  the  utmoft  dif- 
ordcr.  Having  paflfed  the  Niefter,  they  expe&ed 
IP  have  lome  refpite  with  the  Ihattered  remains  of 
their  arthy,  but  Sobiefki  Hill  purfued  them.  They 
then  threw,  themftlves  acrofs  two  other  rivers,,  the 
Stry  and  the  Chpvitz,  which  Sobielki  alfo  palled} 
and  at  length  -the  two  Sultans.joined  their  father. 
The  Cham,  who  had  as  yet  beep  in  no  engagement, 
was  ftrong.  enough  to  avenge  his  Tons  ; but  being 
intimidated  by  their  difafter,  and  (till  more  felici- 
tous about  the  prefervation  of  his  vaft  booty,  which 
alio  emjbarafled  his  army,  and  rendered  it  lefs  fit  for 
combat,  he  fought  only  to  avoid  an  a&ion.  This 
booty,  being  the  fpoils  of  Polapd,  interefted  So- 
biefki ftill  more  than  than  the  Tartar.  Befides  furs, 
filver,  apd;  gold,  the  Tartars  were  carrying  off  a 
vaft:  quantity  of  cattle,  both  for  war  and  agricul- 
ture ; and  thirty  thoufand  (laves  of  all  ages,  lexes, 
and  conditions,  moft  of  whom  were  ufuaUy  em- 

(a)  This  is  only  a village  in  the  Palatinate  of  Lublin  5 but 
heroes  confer  diftindt:on  npon  every  place  that  is  . the  feene  of 
their  actions.  ' 
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ployed  ia  tillage.  The  lead  valuable  part  of  the* Y*  *6V*^ 
ipoil  was  a,  number  of  Monks.  The  Cham. kept 
flying;  Sobieflri  never  loft  fight  fight  of  him ; and. 
having  , more  experience  than  the  Tartar,  waited' 
for  an  opportunity  to  attack  him  with  advantage.. 

He  found  it  at  laft  at  Kalufia,  at  the  foot  of  the! 

Crapack  mountains,  in  a narrow  pafs  where,  the  ene- 
my had  not  room  to  draw  up  their  troops.  The 
aftion  was  very  bloody ; for  the  Cham  left  upon 
the  field  of  battle  fifteen  thoufand  (lain,  and  all  his 
booty.  It  was  an  affeding  fight,  when  the  irons 
were  taken  off  from  thirty  thoufand  Poles,  to  put 
them  upon  the  Tartars  that  were  taken  after  the 
aftion  (a).  This  multitude  of  unhappy  wretches, 
who  never  more  expefted  to  fee  their  wives,  their 
children,  or  their  homes,  fell  proftrate  before  their 
deliverer,-  who  himfelf  fell  proftrate  before  the  God 
of  battle.  ; > 

Poland  was  now  delivered  from  the  Tartars,  but 
not  from  the  Turks.  If  the  hundred  thoufand 
. nobles  encamped  at  Golemba,  that  Pofpolite  which 
the  republic,  10  much  boafts  of,  and  which  per-i 
haps  might  have  done  wonders  under  a great  King ; 
had  attacked  the  Turks  while  Sobiefki  prefled  upon 
the  Tartars,  who  knows  but  Kaminieck  might  have 
been  faved  ? The  Turks  were  perfectly  acquainted 
with  fieges  before  the  Chriftians  : at  that  of  Candy 
they  made  parallel  lines  in  their  trenches.  Upon 
the  ptefent  occafion,  Cuprogli  exerted  all  the  mi- 
litary art.  For  near  a month,  an  enormous  train 
of  artillery  had  been  playing  upon  the  place,  fo  that 
nothing  was  left  but  ruins  and  the  rock  they  flood 
on.  This  rock,  however,  was  acceflible  only  by 
a bridge  ; and  the  able  Vifir  Ihuddered  at  the  Muf- 
fclmari  blood  that  muft  be  Ihed  in  an  afiault.  He 
therefore  took  advantage  of  the  fault  the  Governor 

( o)  Lengni.h.  ^.239. 

tad 


Digitized  by  Google 


i56  HISTORY  of  JOHN  SOBIESKI 

T.  167*.  had  committed.  He  knew  that  when  he  refilled  to 
admit  Sobielki’s  ioldiers,  he  had  received  into  the 
town  all  the  nobility  of  Podolia,  men,  women,  and 
children.  The  Vifir  had  recourfe  to  bombs,  which 
falling  within  fo  fmall  a compafs  where  fo  many 
people  were  crowded  together,  heaped  the  deaid  up- 
on the  dying.  The  cries  of  the  women  and  chil- 
dren enervated  the  foldiers,  and  flackened  the  vi- 
gour of  the  defence.  But  there  was  yet  no  talk  of 
furrendering.  Cuprogli  next  employed  another 
ipecies  of  terror ; and  gave  the  befieged  to  under- 
ftand,  that  if  they  did  not  furrender  in  twenty- four 
hours,  they  Ihould  all  be  put  to  the  fword,  old  and 
young,  down  to  the  very  infant  at  the  bread.  This 
menace,  accompanied  by  all  the  difpofitions  for  a 
general  dorm,  {truck  terror  into  every  bread,  and 
a parley  Was  beat  on  the  29th  of  Augud. 

A Major  of  artillery,  enraged  at  the  furrendry  of 
a place  which  might  have  been  better  defended,  re- 
' folved  not  to  furvive  fo  great  a lofs.  At  the  en- 
trance of  the  bridge  there  was  a large  tower,  that 
lerved  for  a magazine  of  powder,  in  which  he  placed 
a match,  and  mounted  the  platform,  from  whence 
he  faw  the'  Turks  enter  the  place,  and  the  Poles 
run  out  to  implore  the  mercy  of  the  conquerors. 
The  magazine  foon  blew  up,  and  buried  the  offi- 
cer, and  all  that  were  within  a certain  didance, 
both  Turks  and  Poles,  in  its  burning  ruins.  The 
Poles  that  efcaped  had  great  difficulty  fo  obtain 
their  pardon  for  a crime  of  Which  they  were  inno- 
cent. 

Mahomet  adhered  driftly  to^tlie  articles  of  the  car 
pitulation  ; but  the  Poles  were  druck  with  conder- 
nation,  when  they  law  him  enter  the  cathedral 
chjurch  on  horfeback,  as  Mahoftiet  II.  had  former- 
ly done  the  church  of  Saint  Sophia  at  Cbndanti- 
nople.  But  the  Poles,  who  were  offended  at  this. 

. prpfanation,  did-  not  recoiled  that  the  Chridiaris 
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had  more  than  once  treated  the  T urkifh  mofques 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  that  the  outrage  was  re-, 
ciprocal. 

• It  is.  confidently  faid,  that  the  news  of  the  tak- 
ing of  Kaminieck,  which  arrived  in  France  in  the 
month  of  Odtober,  had  a fatal  effeft  upon  Cafl- 
mir,  the  late  King  of  Poland.  In  extreme  mif- 
fortunes,  it  is  natural  enough  to  feproadh  ourfelves 
with  things  that  we  could  not  poffibly  fcJrefee.  1 If 
Cafimir,  inftead  of  abdicating,  had  continued  upon 
the  throne,  it  is  highly  probable  that  Poland  would 
have  efcaped  the  cruel  dcftiny  that  now  afflicted  it • 
for,  though  he  was  not  a great  King,  his  incapa- 
city was  not  fuch  as  to  commit  the  faults  of  his  fuc- 
ceflor.  He  died  at  Nevers  three  years  after  his  ab- 
dication, leaving  his  heart  to  France  and  his  body 
to  Poland  : prdents  of  very  little  value,  when  a 
King  does  not  leave  great  aftions  behind  him. 

Mahomet,  being  now  mailer  of  Kaminieck  and 
Podolia,  fent  garrifons  into  all  thfe  Places  of1  the 
Ukraine  that  were  poflefied  by  the  Coflacks,  whont 
the  Poles  repented  too,  late  that  they  had  opprefled. 
Their  misfortunes  however  did  not  end  here  j for 
the  Sultan  refoived  to  pufh  his  conquefts  into  the 
heart  of  the  kingdom  ; and  while  he  himfelf  ftaid 
with  the  main  body  of  the  army,  at  Boudchaz,  he 
detached  forty  thoufand  men  towards  Leopol,  un- 
der the  command  of  Caplati  Baihaw, . Governor  of 
Aleppo.  The  name  of  Caplan , which  was  con- 
ferred upon  the  Baihaw  by  the  voice  of  the  public, 
as  a title  of  honour,  ihews  the  difference  of  ideas 
that  prevails  in  different  nations.  An  European 
General  might  perhaps  be  pleafed  with  die  title  of 
Lion,  but  He  would  certainly  be  offended  at  being 
called  Tyger,  which  is  what  Caplan  means.  Whe- 
ther of  the  two  has  reafon  on  his  fide,  will  ad- 
mit a doubt.  Be  this  as  it  will,  Leopol,  which 
was  but, a weak  place,  made  a better  defence  than 
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Y.  167*.  could  be  expected  ; and  when  it  could  hold  out-no 
longer,  laved  itfelf  from  being  pillaged  and  burnt,* 
at  the  price  of  all  its  gold.  . 

, Every  day  continued  to  produce  fome  new  dif- 
after.  Sobielki  brought  back  his  vittorious  troops 
from  the  foot  of  the  Crapack  mountains,’  which  di- 
vide Poland  from  Moldavia,  Tranfylvania  and 
Hungary.  If  at  this  jundure  he  had  attempted 
to  get  himfclf  proclaimed  King,”  he  would  proba- 
bly have  fucceeded.  But  he  was  wholly  taken  top 
with  the  Turks,  and  contriving  a plan  to  attaclc 
them  in  the  lead  difadvantageous  manner.  He  lent 
put  a large  detachment  to  reconnoitre  the  camp  at 
' at  Boudchaz ; and  the  officer  who  commanded  it, 
marched  with  fuch  fecrecy,  that  he  furprized  the 
Quarters  of  the  Sultanas.  The  chief  of  the  Eu- 
nuchs, who  was,accountabIe  for  them  with'  his  head, 
had  not  time  to  ftab  them,  to  prevent  the  proftitu- 
tion  of  the  Grand-Seigniof’s  miftrefles.  - They  were 
laved  by  a Chriftian,  named  CantevUr , the  Calattx, 
or  Major-General  of  the  Moldavians,  a Tartar  by 
defcenr,  who  repulfed  the  Poles,.  This  fervice  was 
too  great  to  be  forgot'  by  the  Sultan  5 and  we  fhall 
fee  Cantemir  ailing  hereafter  in  a higher  fphere. 
The  detachment  rejoined  the  body  of  ;the  army,  not 
without  fome  lofs  ; but  it  brought  the  intelligence 
that  was  wanted,  and  Sobielki  prepared  to  make  , 
the  bed  of  it. 

Michael  was  in  fuch.a  fituation,  that  he  dreaded 
the  fuccefs  of  his  own  General  as  much  as  that  of 
the  Turks.  Inftead  pf  generoufly  forgetting  what 
had  paft,  and  uniting  with  him  for  the  public  pre- 
fervation,  inflead  of  leading  to  battle 'trie  hundred 
thoufand,  nobles  that  adhered  to-  him,  he  afted  a 
part  that  proved  the  ruin  of  Poland.  ' He  fent  to 
iue  fpr  peace  of  Mahomet  at  his  camp  at  Boud- 
chaz, leaving  him  mailer  of  all  the  conditions,  ex- 
cept one,  which  was  hot  difagreeable  to  the  Sultan; 
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and  this  was  tomaintairi  him  upon  the  throne  ol  y. 
Poland.  ‘ The  Ukraine  and  PodoliaV  at  fhat  time 
two  fJddrKhin^  provinces,  were  yielded  to  the  con- 
queror. This  was  the  lofs  fuftained  by  Poland  ) 
theigflbminy  it  underwent  was  in  engaging  to  pay 
an  ahribal  and  perpbtual  tributfe  of  a.  hundred  thou- 
fand  goldfen  dneats  (a).  This  haughty  republic, 
fo  proud  of  its  independence,  now  (looped  under 
the  yoke ; arid  its.  King,  like  fo  many  other  Prin- 
ces, 'became  one  of  the  foil  (laves-  of  thrPorte,  • ob- 
liged to  march,  a't  its  ‘ command,  againtt  all  thfe 
enemies  of  its  power,  Chriftians  as  well  as  others. 
Such  Was’  the  infamous  treaty  of  Boudchaz.  . 

. Jf  we  recoiled  the  circumftances  of  Michael’s 
elefidoq,  the  ayerfibn  he  (hewed  to  the  throne,  the 
tears  he  filed  Upo;iy  afeeoding  it;  and  erinfider  him 
atprefent,  keeping  his  feat  in  fpite  of  'the  grandees 
of  the  kingdom,;  expofed  to  univerfaf  contempt, 
and  bourid  fri  the;  chains  of  jfervitude ; it  will  be 
difficult  not  to  believe,  whatever  moraHflls1  may  fay, 
that  a crown  Brings  With'  ft*  more  pteafure.  than 
pain.  It,  is'  not  Kihgsthat  deferve  out  pity,  unlefs 
they  have  great  abilities,  great  virtues,  andgreat 
misfortunes.  , . . . 

The  ' peace  which  Michaelbad  juft  figrted  upon 
his  knees,  not.  only  covered  Poland  with  ignomi- 
ny, but  was  an  open  violation  of  its  'laws  ; 'for  a 
King  of  Poland  Can  neither  make  peace  nor  war 
without  the  content  of  the  nation  ; and  of  all  the 
laws  which  Philofophers  have  invented,,  this  per- 
haps is  die  wrfeft. 

Cuprogli,  who  was  a good  judge  of  men,  efteeffi- 
ed_  Sobielki  as  much  as  he  defpifed  Michael : but 
he  wifhed,  fpr  the  interefls  of  the  Porte,  that  Mi- 
chael’s reign  might  be  a long  one.  He  removed 
all  the  Poles,  out  of  Podolia  to  the  other  fide  of 
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V.  *#7*.  Danube,  and  acrofs  Mount  Hcemus  5 where 
fchcfe  unhappy  wretches,  torn  from  their  religion 
and  their  country,  were  to  cultivate  and  people  the 
territories  of  their  enemies,  and  two  thouland  Spa- 
his, , from  the  neighbourhood  of  Bender,  came  to 
fupply  their  place,  and  occupy  their  pofieflions. 

. But  CuprOgli  did  not  think  this  body  of  troops  Ef- 
ficient to  itffu  re  his  cdnquefts,  and  therefore  left  four- 
fcore  thoufand  men  encamped  at  Choczin,  with  or- 
ders to  fray  there  till  the  Poles  had  forgot  their  li- 
berty; and  returned  himfelf  to  Conftantinople  with 
victory  and  his  mafter,  who  had  difcovered  in  this 
campaign,  that  there  are  other  pleafures  befides 
thofe  of  the  feraglio. 

The  two  potentates  that  made  the  moft  nolle  this 
• year  in  Europe,  were  the  Sultan  and  the  moft  Chrif- 
tian.King,  both  by  attacking  Chriftian  republics. 
One  palling  the  Niefter,  the  other  the  Rhine : Ma- 
homet with  a hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  men  and 
Cuprogji : Lewis  XIV.  with.,an  hundred  and  thirty 
thoufand,  and  Tureime,  Conde,  Luxembourg,  and 
Vauban.  But  the  event  of  the  two  expeditions 
was  greatly  different.  Lewis  abandoned  his  cort- 
qudls  with  as  much  rapidity  as  he  made  them,  and 
Holland  remained  free.  Mahomet  preferved  his, 
and  Poland  was  entlaved. 

In  the  whole  kingdom  of  Poland,  Michael’s 
conduit  was  applauded  only  by  himfelf.  Conteiit- 
,ed  with  preferving  his  Crown,  and  unconcerned 
.about  the  judgment  of  pofterity,  he  reigned  over 
the  nobility  that  he  had  affembled  in  the  camp  of 
Golemba.  But  though  all  was  over  with  the 
Turks,  the  civil  war  was  not  yet  extinguilhed.  So- 
bielki,  whofe  hands  were  tied  up  by  the  peace,  was 
returned  to  his  camp  at  Lovicz,  Michael  would 
needs  make  a Ihew  of  generofity  and  dignity,  with- 
out being  poffefled  of  either : and  lent  an  order  to 
the  army,  and  to  the  Grand  General  by  name,  to 


Digitized  by  Google 


KING  of  POLAND. 

take  a new  oath  of  , allegiance  to  him}  upon  which 
condition  he  promifed  to  forget  what  was  paft,  and 
to  reftore  all  the  profcribed  to  their  honours  and 
eftates. 

Sobiefki  anfwefed,  that  he  himfelf  and  the  army 
would  take  the  oath  required,  provided  that  the 
King  would  take  a new  one  to  the  republic,  with- 
out any  equivocation  ; and  fwear  to  obferve  the  ar- 
ticles which  had  been  omitted  in  the  Patta  Convent  a 
by  a defigned  precipitation-  Thefe  articles  were 
a fecurity  againft  all  the  violations  that  the  Primate 
had  reproached  him  with.  The  King,  highly  in- 
cenfed  at  being  put  upon  a level  with  the  nation} 
as  if  it  had  been  an  affront  to  that  Majefty  which 
the  nation  only  had  conferred  upon  him  •,  and  pro- 
voked at  their  refufaf  of  the  proffered  pardon, 
breathed  nothing  but  vengeance  (a). 

To  fee,  in'oppofition  to  each  other,  two  names, 
fo  refpe&ablein  the  confticution  of  Poland,  as. that 
of  the  King  and  Grand -General,  two  confederacies 
fo  highly  iacenfed,  two  armies  mutually  menacing 
one  another,  one  would  have  thought  that  a de- 
luge of  civil  Mood  mud  have  been  fpilt,  and  that 
the  republic  was  going  to  dig  its  own  grave-  Up- 
on this  fuppofition,  the  following  epitaph  was  writ 
for  the  expiring  commonwealth  by  afoyalift. 

Sprung  from  the  too  great  indulgence  of  Kings, 
nourilhed  by  the  arrogance  of  the  Senators, 
difturbed  by  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  Equeftri- 
an  order,  proftituted  by  the  avarice  of  all  the 
orders,  reduced  to  pay  tribute  to  the  infidels, 
here  lies  the  republic  of  Poland,  buried  at  laft 
under  its  own  ruins  (b). 

The  author  of  the  epitaph  was  however  in  too 
great  hafte  j for  it  is  not  with  Warsaw  as  with  an- 
cient Rome,  whofe  civil  fury  was  never  extiriguilh- 

(aj  Zalnfei,  tom.  i.  p.  434.  (ij  14.  ibid.  p.  41$. 
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y.  167*.  ed  but  in  its  own  blood ; whereas  the  former,  more 
accuftomed  to  combat  with  the  laws  than  with  arms, 
often  puts  a flop  to  the  violence  of  its  Marius’s 
and  Sylla’s  without  coming  to  blows. 

There  yet  elapfed  fome  time  longer  in  a dread- 
ful uncertainty  of  what  would  happen.  Sobiefki 
was  refolved  not  to  begin  the  attack.  His  aim 
being  to  reclaim  the  King  to  a ftriCter  obfervance 
of  the  laws  of  the  republic,  and  a better  go- 
vernment; a defign  which  Kings  will  always  par- 
. don,  when  they  prefer  juftice  to  arbitrary  power. 
Michael,  who  liftened  only  to  the  dictates  of  his  re- 
venge, had  no  fcruples  about  ihedding  blood  ; but 
one  reflection  moderated  his  ardor.  Having  .no- 
thing to  execute  his  vengeance  but  an  undifciplined 
body  of  nobles,  and  a few  new  railed  troops,  he 
was  afraid  of  a veteran  army,  inured  to  victory, 

* under  an  experienced  general.  In  this  perplexity, 
he  liftened  to  propofals  of  peace.  The  Queen  his 
wife,  and  the  Auftrian  Ambaffador  made’  an  offer 
of  their  mediation.  ’Tis  only  in  cafe  of  fuch  con- 
vulflons,  that  the  republic  permits  its  Queens  and 
foreigners  to  meddle  with  affairs  of  ftate.  Rome 
was  at  all  times  excepted  from  this  excluflon,  and 
.'upon  the  prefent  occafion  gave  proofs  of  its  zeal. 
Sobiefki  received  from  Clement  X.  a very  honour- 
able brief ; in  which  the  Pontiff,  after  an  encomi- 
um upon  his  great  talents  and  glorious  actions,  ex- 
. horted  him  to  facrifice  his  refentments  to  the  fafety 
of  his  country,  and  of  Chriftendom  in  general, 
which  was  greatly  weakened  by  the  calamitous  ftate 
; of  Poland. 

In  the  prefent  filiation  of  things,  it  was  of 
much  more  confequence  to  appeafe  Sobiefki  than 
the  King.  Sobiefki  was  armed,  and  his  party  pref- 
fed  him  to  make  ufe  of  his  advantages.  The 
/ King  yielding  to  necefTity,  erazed  his  name,  arid 
• thofe  of  all  the  confederated  nobles,  out  of  theaCt 
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bf  prolcription  ; after  which,  he  fent  a deputation  Y-  l67*. 
t6  the  camp  at  Lovicz,  to  allure  them  of  his  af- 
fection, and  to  invite  them  to  a diet  of  pacification,  , 
which  was  held  at  Warfaw  in  the  beginning  of 
February. 

Whether  it  would  be  prudent  for  Sobiefki  to  be  Y'  t6n' 
prefent  at  it  or  not,  was  a queftiori  of  fome  diffi- 
culty, now  difcufied  in  the  army.  The  officers  and 
ioldiers  reprefented  to  him,  with  great  emotion,  the 
dangers  that  might  atterld  his  going.  But  heroes 
depend  for  protection  upon  the  fuperiority  of  their 
talents,  and  the  majefty  of  their  virtue.  Befides,  it 
was  well  known  at  Warfaw,  that  the  army  would 
be  ready  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  its  General ; and 
fear  is  frequently  necefiary  to  make  Kings  {hew  a 
proper  refpeCt  to  heroes.  The  greater  feverity  the 
King  had  before  {hewn  towards  Sobiefki,  the  more 
he  now  affected  to  ihew  refpeCt  to  him.  At  his  ar- 
rival, he  fent  the  Great  Chamberlain  to  compliment 
him  at*  the  Palace  of  Oviafdow.  Upon  his  coming 
to  court,  he  received  him  with  a fmilirig  countenance, 
and  a tanklingheart, being  under  great  anxiety  what 
would  be  the  event  of  the  diet. 

If  any  one  had  a right  to  afiurne  a high  tone 
in  this  aflembly,  it  was  certainly  the  man  who  had 
triumphed  over  the  Tartars,  and  would  have  faved 
Poland,  if  Poland  would  have  fought  with  him  in 
its  oWn  defence.  But  he  forgot  the  fcaffold  that 
Was  intended  him,  and  the  price  put  upon  his  head ; 
ho  complaint  efcaped  him  upon  thefe  fubjeCls  ; but 
he  painted,  in  the  firongeft  colours,  the  grievances 
bf  his  country.  He  entered  again  upon  all  thofe 
that  the  Primate  had  laid  open  in  the  laft  diet,  and 
went  to  the  bottom  of  fuch  as  he  had  only  touched 
fuperficially.  He  traced  out  to  the  Senate  and 
Equeftrian  order,  a plah  of  the  regulations  they 
ought  to  make,  in  order  to  reform  abufes,  and  re- 
ftofe  domeftic  tranquillity.  The  King  was  prefent, 
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y.  1673.  as  his  ftation  obliges  him  to  be  in  all  the  afiem- 
blies  of  the  nation  j but  the  genius  of  the  throne 
was  awed  by  that  of  Sobiefki ; and  Michael  felt  by 
experience  what  happens  too  fcldom  to  thiofe  who 
abufe  their  power  ; he  loft  part- of  that  which  the 
laws  had  given  him.  . 

He  had  alfo  another  wound  to  bear  in  a very  fen* 
fible  part.  Sobiefki  fhed  tears  over  the  treaty  of 
Boudchaz,  and  appealed  from  the  King  to  the  re- 
public, which  had  not  figned  its  own  flavery  and 
ruin.  The  conclufio'n  they  came  to,  was  to  de- 
clare it  void. 

Such  a proceeding  was  ealy' enough  at  Warfawj 
but  the  queftion  was  afked,  how  it  would  be:  re- 
ceived at  Conftantinople.  “ With  extreme  indig- 
**  nation,  no  doubt,  replied  Sobiefki ; but  we  have 
courage  and  fabres  ftill  left  us.  We  will  not 
“ wait  for  the  enemy’s  coming  to  us,  but  muft  in- 
“ ftantly  go  to  them.” 

This  loud  alarm  to  war  put  the  whole  aflembly 
in  a confiernation.  Even  they  who  moft  difap- 
proved  the  infamous  treaty  of  Boudchaz,  were  ter- 
rified at  a new  war  with  a power  that  had  fo  late- 
ly crufhed  them.  They  reprefented  that  the  army 
was  not  numerous  ; that  new  levies  would  neither 
be  capable,  by  their  experience  or  numb,er,  to  face 
the  enemy ; that  the  revenues  of  the  kingdom  were 
exhaufted  ; that  the  people,  loaded  with  taxes,  dur- 
ing a war  of  fuch  long  continuance,  were  unable  to 
bear  new  ones  ; and  that  the  Ukraine  and  Podolia, 
being  in  the  hands  of  Mahomet,  and  fourfcore 
thoufand  Turks  upon  the  frontiers,  fixed  the  un- 
happy fate  of  Poland.  “ We  are  indeed,  faid  they, 
“ reduced  to  flavery,  but  yet  we  live.  Should  we  like 
“ to  fee  our  cities  facked,  oiir  wives  , and  children 
“ butchered,  and  breath  our  laft  upon  their  pant- 
ing  bodies  ? If  we  muft  again  try  our  fortune 
againft  the  Turks',  let  us  wait  at  leaft  till  our 
I ‘‘  ftrength 
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**  ftfength  is, recovered,  and  take  time  to  form  al-  y.  i673. 

jiapees  and  folicit  fubfidies.  It  is  the  common 
“ concern  of  alTChriftendom,  as  well  as  ours.”  It 
was  fp-  in  e/fedt;  for  from  the  month  of  the  Bo- 
tyfthenes  to  the  territories  of  Venice,  the  arms  of 
Mahomet  preyed  upon  Mufcovy,  Hungary,  Greece, 
gj)d  the  ifl^nds,  each  in  their  turn  ; and  the  Poles 
were  of  opipion,  that  all  the  Chriftian  world  Ihould 
make, it  a common  caufe. 

Thefe  arguments  feemed'  to  admit  of  no  reply. 

Sobiclki  had  occafion  for  all  that  ftrength  of  ge- 
nius which  fubdues  multitudes.  It  were  to  be 
wiihed  that  the  annalifts  of  nations  had  preferved 
thofe  pieces  of  eloquence  which  determine  the  def- 
tiny  of  free.ftates«  For  my  part,  I pretend  to  give 
no  more  than  the  fubftance  of  Sobiefki’s  difcourfe, 
fuch  as  I find  it.  . 

“Iam  acquainted,  fays  he,  as  well  as  you,  with 
“ the  fmall  number  of  our  forces,  and  the  ex- 
“ haufted  ftate  of  our  finances  j but  neither  of 
“ thefe  evils  is  without  a remedy  The  boors 
“ that  cultivate  our  lands  acquire  a fort  of  liberty 
“ by  taking  arms ; and  foon  become  foldiers,  if 
“ they  are  headed  by  a General.  I demand  only 
“ fixty  thqufand  men  to  free  you  from  the  Ottd- 
“ man  yoke.  But  you  will  afk  me,  where  we 
“ can  find  a fund  to  pay  them  ? I'f  I were  to  pre- 
“ pofe  the  fale  of  your  confecrated  plate,  you  Ihould 
“ not  hcfitate  to  give  your  confent ; for  our  coun- 
try  is  more  facred  than  the  implements'  of  reli- 

. “ gion.  But  I make  no  fuch  propofal.- The  x 

“ republic  poflefies  a treafure  in  the  Caftle  of  Cra- 
“ cow.  Vv  ii]  you  wait  for  Mahomet’s  coming 
“ to  take,  it,  as  foon  as.  he  knows  that  it  is  there  ? 

“ Let  us  rather  employ  it  to  break  in  pieces  the 
“ chains  he  has  .laid  upon  us.  You  ch ufe  to  wait 
“ fora  more  favourable  opportunity,  for  alliandes 
“ and  fubfidies.  Negotiations  are  tedious,  the  fu- 
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“ ture  is  uncertain,  the  prefent  is  in  our  power.' 
“ Your  ancedors  would  have  preferred  death  to  a. 
“ fingle  year  of  flavery.” 

Whoever  has  di  nity  and  eloquence  fhould  ne-! 
ver  delpair  of  prevailing  upon  great  aflemblies.  The 
Are  of  the  Polilh  Demofthenes  caught  the  Senate 
and  Equeftrian  order.  The  treaty  of  Boudchaz 
was  declared  void,  the  peace  broke,  and  war  re- 
kindled. They  fancied  already  that  they  faw  Ma- 
homet humbled  under  the  fword  of  the  Gr’and- 
General.  The  Poles,  in  their  commendations, 
have  always  fomething  of  the  fwelling  ftile  of  the 
Afiatics.  Some  faid,  that  the  Greeks  would  have 
taken  Sobiefki  for  the  God  Apollo,  whofe  oracles 
difclofed  futurity.  Others  were  for  reviving  the 
dodhine  of  Pythagoras,  and  infilled  upon  it,  that 
the  fouls  of  all  the  ancient  heroes  had  united  in  one, 
and  pa(Ted  into  his  body.  It  is  certain  that  he  was 
greater  than  the  King,  who  heard  all  this  from  his 
throne. 

But  it  is  dangerous  to  be  too  great : the  murmurs 
pf  envy,  and  the  indignation  of  the  court,  were 
excited.  Lozinjki , one  of  the  nobles,  whofe  want 
of  fortune  made  him  a Plebeian  in  that  body,  as 
Is  frequently  the  cafe  in  Poland,  a man  of  an  au- 
dacious fpirit,  and  vpluble  tongue,  rofe  up  and 
laid,  that  he  had  a crime  of  the  deepeft  dye  to  lay 
before  the  republic  •,  that  a traitor  had  called  in 
the  Turks  and  'lartarsj  that  Kaminieck  had  been 
fold  for  twelve  hundred  thoufand  florins ; that  he 
had  feen  this  treafure  in  waggons,  without  know- 
ing at  fir  ft  what  it  was  ; but  that  having  queftioned 
the  guards  about  it,  he  was  told  that  it  was  the 
price  of  Kaminieck  ; that  befides  this,  he  had  leen, 
hy  accident,  in  the  hands  of  an  officer  at  Zloc - 
zow  (a)t  a note  for  a fum  of  money  that  was  to 
pome  from  Conftantinople  for  a grandee  of  the  re- 

(a)  A coai'.try-hoafe  belonging  to  Sobiefki. 
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public  5 and  that  it  was  with  the  utmdft  relu&ance 
that  he  accufed  the  Grand-General  of  this  crime, 
whofe  correfpondence  with  the  enemy  might  com- 
plete the  ruin  of  the  &a.te(a).  ' ( 

It  is  impoflible  to  defcribe  the  aftonifhment  which, 
appeared  upon  every  countenance.  Sobiefki,  with- 
out changing:  colour,  and  unmoved  at  every  eye’s' 
being  fixed  upon  him,  addrefied  himfelf  to  the 
King  and  the  two  orders,  faying,  “ If  I am  guilty 
“ of  this  crime,  I deferve  to  be  punifhed,  and 
“ never  more  to  appear  in  the  Senate.  I there-.* 
“ fore  leave  the  aflembly,  and  will  not  flir  from 
“ my  own  houfe,  till  I am  convided  or  acquit- 
**  ted.” 

There  was  not  the  leaft  probability,  that  the  man 
who  had  beat  the  Tartars,  had  called  them  in  ; or 
that  he  who  had  lent  eight  regiments  to  defend  Ka- 
minieck,  had  fold  it.  The  flrfl  motion  the  Senate 
made,  was  riling  to  flop  Sobielki,  and  conjure  him 
to  defpife  this  calumny  which  deftroytd  itfelf.  The 
King  thinking  himlelf  obliged  to  do  the  fame,  came 
down  from  his  throne,  but  Sobiefki  was  inflexible, 
and  went  out  accompanied  by  the  Primate  and  the 
other  nobles  of  the  confederacy.  The  accufer  was 
immediately  arrefted  ; and  the  trial,  by  a decree  of 
the  diet,  committed  to  four  Senators  and  eight 
provincial  Deputies.  This  proceeding  was  necefia- 
ry,  both  for  the  honour  of  the  accufed,  and  the 
fafety  of  the  ftate. 

A fcene  of  this  fort  very  feldom  happens  in  ab- 
folute  monarchies,  where  no  one  dares  to  accufe  men 
in  high  ftations  : the  public  murmurs,  but  the 
monarch  protects  the  crime,  and  thinks  to  fecure 
his  authority  by  defending  thofe  who  abufe  it.  It 
is  only  in  countries  of  liberty,  that  the  law  tries  all 
fiibjeds,  without  any  diftindion  of  rank  or  birth. 

(a)  Zatuflri,  tom.  ii, 

. M 4r  . . ' 
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y.  i6yj.  The  informer  did  not  make  good  his  charge' Up- 
on the  trial  ? but  prevaricated,  and  varied  in  his 
‘ evidence ? and  befides,  it  was  proved  that  Prtifi- 
ttovjk:  (the  pretended  bearer  of  the  note  in  quef- 
tion)  had  not  let  his  foot  in  Zloczow  fince  the  tak- 
ing of  Kaminieck.  His  falihood  being  dete&ed, 
he  confeffed  that  a powerful  party  had  fet  him  upon 
this  calupiny,  by  promifing  to  make  his  fortune ? 
and  he  named  two  nobles  of  the  firft  rank,  one  a 
Senator,  and  the  other  one  of  the  chief  officers  of 
the  crown  (a). 

Sobiefki,  dreading  the  confequences  that  might 
follow,  not  to  his  own  perfon,  but  to  the  peace  of 
a great  number  of  families,  perhaps  alfo  to  the 
public  tranquillity,  came  to  the  Senate  and  declared, 
that  he  was  fatisfied  with  his  own  acquittal,  and 
defired  the  republic  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  this  af- 
fair? that  he  gave  up  his  refentment  to  the  ftate, 
which  required  that  its  members  fhould  be  other- 
wife  employed  than  in  the  puni/hment  of  private 
wrongs.  But  the  republic  thought  it  neceffary  to 
pafs  fentence  ? and  the  informer  being  condemned 
to  death,  was  delivered  up  to  Sobiefki  himfelf,  to 
order  his  execution  as  Grand-Marfhal.  This  was 
in  effedt  faving  the  life  of  the  criminal,  who  owed 
his  prefervation  to  the  generofity  of  the  man  whom 
he  attempted  to  ruin?  but  he  Jived,  hated  by  all 
;good  men,  and  tormented  with  the  remorfe  of  his 
own  mind. 

The  two  nobles  who  had  fuborned  this  in- 
former, got  off  for  only  exprefiing  their  forriow 


(a)  The  manufcript  that  I follow  fuppreflls  their  names, 
Out  of  regard  for  their  families ; but  the  fecret  is  known  by 
all  Poland.  Onejof  them,  while  the  t.ial  was  depending,  p.:t 
feveral  captive  Tartars  to  torture  by  fire,  in  order  to  make 
them  tronft  fs  that  Sobiefki  had  flirred  up  thfeir  nation  againft 
Poland.  But  virtue  had  more  power  over  thefe  infidels,  than 
over  the  Chriilians,  who  tormented  them  to  no  purpofe. 
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to  Sobiefki,  in  the  prefence  -qf  the  twelve  commif- 
fioners.  Sobiefki  took  care  to  make  the  mortifi- 
cation os  light  as  pofiibje.  The  palace  where  he 
refided  being  ab  ,ut  a hundred  paces  from  the. city, 
he  gave  them  notice  that  at  fuch  an  hour  Jieihould 
get  on  horfeback  to.  come  to  .the  Senate.  The  two 
nobles  met  him,  and'  every  thing  paflfcd  ©If  light- 
ly, By  exprelfing  theirTorrow,  i they  certainly  con-* 
fefied  their  crime.  Why  then  was  their  fentence 
different  from  that  of  Lozinfki'?  But  it  bag  been 
a complaint  in  all  -ages,  that  the  instruments  of 
crimes  are  puaifhed^  and  the  authors,  fpared. 

The  acquittal  of  Sobiefki  gave  great  fatisfaftion 
to  all  who  loved  thieir  country,  and  particularly 
to  the  . confederated  , nobles,  who  were  now  mo 
longer  united  by  that  bond.  The  King  himfelf 
thought  he  was  obliged  to  exprefs  his  joy.  Every 
thing  was  calmed  in  the  diet,  and  the  public  wel- 
fare was  the  only  objeft  of  its  confultafions. 

The  Primate  Prazmowfki  did  not  long,  enjoy 
that  reftoration  of  public  order  to  which  he  had 
fo  much  contributed.  He  appeared  at  Warfaw,  even 
before  the  arrival  of  Sobiefki,  without  any  thing 
to  protsft  him  but. his  dignity.  A dangerous  ill- 
nefs  corifined  him  to  his  bed,  which  he,  was  fated 
never  more  to  rife  from.  The'  court  font  frequent- 
ly to  enquire  after,  his  health,  rather  to  know  the 
moment  of  its  getting-  rid  of  him,  than  to  lament 
his  death.  He  did  not  live  to  fee  the  end  of  the 
diet;  but  before  he  clofed  his  eyes,  he  protefted,  in 
words,  and  declared  in  his  will,  that  whatever  he 
had  done  in  the  prefent  reign;  had  been  for  the 
fake  of  the  laws,  of  liberty,  and  his  country,  and. 
that  he  expected  his  reward  from  the  Sovereign 
Lord  of  Kings  and  people.  • He  was  a Prelate, 
who,  with  great  qualities,  had  perhaps  carried  the 
zeal  of  his  patriotifm  to  too  great  an  excefs  againft 
the  King.  But  love  for  one’s -country  is  fo  noble 

a paffion, 
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a pafllon,  that  its  excefies,  even  at  the  hour  of 
death,  dill  pafs  for  virtues  ; and  the  oppofiteparty 
were  obliged  by  decency  to  lament  the  man  they 
hated  (a). 

The  diet  ended  happily  with  recommending 
to  the  care  of  fhe  Grand-General,  all  the  pre- 
parations for  a war  which  mud  end  in  the  pre- 
servation of  Poland,  or  its  total  ruin.  The  trea- 
sure of  Cracow,  which  had  been  laid  up  for  Seve- 
ral centuries,  was  brought  to  the  capital.  It  con- 
fided of  Jewels  of  every  fort,  let  in  gold.  The 
Grand-Treafurer  Mordyn  claimed  a right  of  being 
entruded  with  it,  in  order  to  its  didribution : and 
indeed  it  was  a privilege  belonging  to  his  office. 
Butin  ib  preffing  a juncture,  the  Grand-General 
dreaded  every  thing  that  looked  like  form,  as  be- 
ing a Source  of  delay ; and  therefore  the  treafore 
was  put  into  his  hands.  The  arts  of  Luxury  were, 
at  that  time,  So  little  known  in  Poland,  that  they 
were  forced  to  fend  for  workmen  from  Vienna,  Ve- 
nice, and  Breflaw  to  value  the  jewels ; and  the  mo- 
ney they  fold  for  was  didributed  to  the  officers  to 
raile  recruits. 

It  was  Soon  discovered  that  this  fund  would  not 
be  Sufficient  to  pay  the  great  number  of  troops  which 
it  was  refolved  to  keep  on  foot.  The  republic 
therefore  impofed  a new  SubSidy,  which  was  paid 
with  furprifing  readmefs,  considering  how  much 
the  nation  was  exhauded.  But  extraordinary  im- 
pofts  are  not  So  much  dreaded,  in  a free  govern-' 
ment,  as  under  an  abfolute  monarchy.  The  Sub- 
jects of  the  former  know  that  they  are  laid  on  in 
cafes  of  neceffity  only,  and  will  lad  but  a ihort 
time. 

While  the  recruits  were  railing,  Sobielki  dif- 
; patched  Spies  into  Walachia  and  Tartary,  towards (*) 

(*)  Zalufid,  tQjn.  i.  p.  439,  &feq, 
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the  Danube,  and  to  the  camp  at  Choczin ; who  r.  1673, 
brought  back  intelligence,  that  there  were  Ibrne 
commotions  in  Walachia,  that  Tartary  was  quiet, 
that  after  Mahomet’s  departure,  the  bridges  over 
the  Danube  were  broke  flown,  and  that  there  was 
no  appearance  of  their  being  eroded  again.  But 
they  gave  a terrifying  account  of  the  camp  at  Choc-* 
zin,  which  they  defcribed  as  looking  like  an  im» 
menfe  fbrtrefs,  eroded  to  command  Poland,  on  ac- 
count of  the  communication  it  had  with  Podolia 
and  Kaminieck  by  its  bridges  over  the  Niefter; 

Sobiefki,  without  deceiving  himfelf  as  to  the 
rilk  he  ran,  but  pleafed  with  the  greatnefs  of  the 
attempt,  difpatched  courier  after  courier  to  the 
Grand-General  of  Lithuania,  Michael  Paz,  to 
haften  the  march  of  his  troops.  The  Lithuanian 
army  did  not  arrive  till  the  end  of  September  in 
the  plain  of  Glinian,  a few  leagues  from  Leopol, 
where  the  Poles  waited  for  them  with  great  impa- 
tience, and  not  without  reafbn  •,  for  it  was  time  to 
put  an  end  to  the  campaign,  rather  than  to  be- 
gin it. 

Sobiefki  diflembled  the  vexation  he  felt  at  this 
delay,  but  had  foon  a greater  to  bear.  He  was  far 
from  imagining  that  the  King,  who  neither  loved 
nor  underftood  war,  and  had  hitherto  never  quit- 
ted the  court,  would  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  troops  upon  fo  critical  an  occafion.  But  dark 
fufpicion  is  fometimes  a more  adive  principle  than 
the  love  of  glory.  The  King,  who  was  credulous 
to  excefs,  could  never  efface  from  his  mind  the  re- 
ports which  had  been  fo  often  confuted,  that  So- 
biefki was  not  always  inacceffible  to  the  gold  of 
the  infidels ; and  befides,  having  been  long  jea- 
lous of  that  efteem  which  he  could  not  obtain  him- 
felf, he  faw  with  pain  the  army  acquiring  a habit 
pf  obeying  only  its  General.  He  therefore  came 
to  take  upon  him  the  command.  Sobiefki,  and 
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y.  167 j»  all  who  loved  their  country,  forefaw  great  incon- 
veniencies  from  this  ftep.  Never  was  there  greater 
need  of  a commander  who  could  aft  in  perfbn  : all 
others  were  fit  only  to  hinder  and  perplex  the  ope- 
rations. . ■» 

The  King’s  firft  proceeding  was  to  call  a coup- 
cil  in  his  tent,  where  he  propofed  it  as  a matter  of 
debate,  whether  it  were  prudent  to  provoke  fo 
formidable  a power  as.  tire  l urk.  The  Grand- 
Chancellor,  Andrew  Olfowlki,  one  of  his  favour- 
ites, anfwered,  at  the  hazard  of  difpleafing  him. 
We  have  already  pajfed  the  Rubicon : it  is  now  too 
late  to  look  back  (a).  Paz,  who  beheld  with  an 
eye  of  diflatisfadtion  Sobielki’s  laurels,  though  he 
had  gathered  fome  himfelf,  faid,  in  an  ironical  tone, 
J have  provided  my  army  for  a /even  year’s  expedi- 
tion and  Jince  we  are  bent  upon  a crufadey  I am 
forry  that  the  true  crofs  is  no  longer  at  Jerufalem. 
Sobiefki  rofe  to  fpeak  in  his  turn : “ 1 expedted, 
fays  he,  “ that  our  deliberations  would  have  turn- 
. ed  upon  other  fubjects.  To  what  purpofe  is 
**  it  to  debate  in  a private  council  upon  what  a 
u national  aflembly  has  already  decided  ? Have  we 
• “ forgot  that  we  ourfelves  made  part  of  thataffem- 
**  bly  ? And  do  we  all'o  forget  the  obedience  we 
“ owe  to  the  republic  ? Every  thing  is  already 
“ fettled  * we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  execute. 
“ We  have  loft  already  too  much  time.”  Paz, 
being  hard  prefled  with  this  teafoning,  had  no- 
thing to  objedt,  but  that  he  expedted  to  be  joined 
by  more  troops  5 a time  of  jundtion  was  therefore 
afligned  him,  and  he  accepted  it. 

The  King,  after  this  ufelefs  council,  would  make 
. a review  of  the  army.  Thofe  who  are  acquainted 
. with  Poland  will  be  aftonilhed  that  it  could  al- 
ienable fifty  thoufand  men  in  fo  fliort  a time.  But 

(a)  A faying  of  Cscfar’s,  when  be  marched  againlt  Rome. 
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Sobiefki  created  every  thing.  The  King  Cbm-  5 
mended  the  fine  appearance  of  the  troops,  but  they 
were  not  difpofed  to  return  him  any  compliment ; 
for  they  confidered  him  only  as  a weak  Prince,  who 
had  fet  his  hand  to  the  flavery  of  Poland.  Such 
an  aft  of  meannefs  could  not'  Jbe  expiated  tinder 
whole  centuries  of  virtue  j and  befides,  he  had  hot 
that  warlike  air,  which  takes  fb  much  with  the 
foldiery  ; that  exalted  mien,  which 'indicates  a hero* 
He  was  dreft  in  the  French  manner,  (a  fure  way 
of  giving  offence,  becaufe  every  country  is  attached 
to  its  own  cuftoms ) covered  with  ribbands,  his  hat 
adorned  with  a plume  of  feathers,  and  a cane  in  his 
hand  inftead  of  the  ftaff  of  command.  He  looked 
as  if  he  were  to  lead  up  a ball,  when  they  were 
marching  to  the  field  of  battle.  He  did  not  go 
through  with  the  review  ; for  his  colour  changed 
on  a fudden,  and  a cold  fweat  ran  down  his  face. 

An  illnefs  feized  him  in  the  reins,  and  he  was  car- 
ried to  Leopol,  where  he  had  more  need  of  phyfic 
than  the  army  had  of  him  (-a). 

Sobiefki,  whofe  prefence  was  more  valued  than 
the  King's*  put  himfelf  in  motion,  and  entered 
upon  a march  of  fix  weeks.  When  he  arrived 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Niefter,  he  halted  feme 
days  to  wait  for  the  Lithuanians,  who  there  joined 
him.  Hitherto  the  troops  had  fhewn  great  alacri- 
ty ; but  provifions  ’begun  to  grow  fearcer,  the 
roads  more  difficult,  and  winter  was'  advancing 
with  its  frofts.  There  was  in  the  army  a party 
devoted  to  the  court,  always  ready  to  take  every  op- 
portunity of  fowing  difcontent.  They  now  dif- 
guifed  themfelves  under  the  mafk  of  regard  to  the 
public,  and  demanded  a council  of  war ; which 
accordingly  aflembled,  and  was  very  numerous. 
The  harangues  that  were  made  were  diftated  by  fear 


(aj  Lengnich.  p.  243. 
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only:  nothing  was  dwelt  upon  but  rivers  fwelled 
by.  rain,  immenfe  forrefts  to  crofs,  fuperior  armies 
to  attack,  ficknefs  and  famine  to  encounter.  Where 
was  the  prudence,  it  was  afked,  of  beginning  the 
campaign  fo  late,  and  deftroying,  by  this  means, 
the  heroes  of  the  fenate,  the  power  of,  the  Equef- 
trian  order,  and  all  the  ftrength  of  Poland  ? 

Sobielki,  filled  with  indignation  to  fee  Poland  con- 
quered before  it  had  fought,  fpoke  in  ftrong  terms,  of 
the  ignominy  there  would  be  in  turning  back  after 
a march  that  muft  have  attracted  fo  much  notice, 
and  of  the  danger  of  leaving  the  republic  any  lon- 
ger in  chains.  “1  know,  fays  he,  that  an  Aga  is 
“ fet  out  from  Constantinople  to  come  and  demand 
“ that  infamous  tribute  which  we  fubmitted  to  in 
“ the  laft  peace ; and  that  he  is  bringing  to  our 
**  King  that  ignominious  (a)  veftment,  which  wili 
“ rank  him  among  the  flaves  of  the  Porte.  You 
“ are  afraid,  you  fay,  of  famine.  Do  you  fuppofe 
“ that  I have  not  taken  all  proper  precautions? 
**  You  fhall  have  fupplies  of  provifions  where  you 
“ leaft  expert  it.  You  are  apprehenfive  of  the 
“ number  of  your  enemies.  Muft  we  therefore 
“ be  equal  in  number  in  order  to  beat  them  ? But 
“ the  Porte  has  not  yet  brought  into  the  field  thofe 
“ immenfe  bodies  of  troops  which  ftrike  Europe 
**  with  terror.  It  has  only  fourfcore  thoufand  men 
.**  under  the  walls  of  Choczin  ; and  *tis  to  Choczin 
“ that  I am  conducting  you.  If  the  officers  de- 
fert  me,  I flatter  myfelf,  at  leaft,  that  the  fol- 
**  diers,  with  whom  I have  fo  often  been  viCtori- 
“ ous,  will  follow  where  I lead  them.  I will  ei- 

c . ‘I 

(a)  The  Caphtan,  which  the  Sultan  fometimes^  gVes  to 
the  AmbaiTadors  of  foreign  Princes,  who  confider  it  as  a mark 
of  honour;  but  to  their  mailers  it  would  be  a badge  of  de- 
pendence* 
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« ther  return  with  victory,  or  expire  upon  the  car-  Y«  »*73* 
“ cafe  of  fome  Turk  (a).” 

Difcourfes  of  this  fort  are  more  neceflary  where 
men  are  free,  than  in  abfolute  governments,  where 
every  thing  fubmits  to  the  dictates  of  blind  obedi- 
ence. They  often  raife  the  finking  fpirits  of  an 
army  *,  but  on  the  prefent  occafion,  no  fuch  effeCfc 
was  produced.  Sobielki’s  harangue  was  not  follow- 
ed with  that  agreeable  murmur  which  betokens  ap- 
plaufe.  On  the  contrary,  the  difobedience  en- 
creafed ; and  next  morning,  at  break  of  day.  So* 
biefki  was  told  that  the  Lithuanians  refufed  to 
inarch  any  farther.  We  have  here  an  inftance  of 
the  ill  confluences  that  follow  from  an  army’s 
confiding  of  two  independent  parts,  one  of  which 
may  indufbrioufly  avoid  the  mark  that  the  other 
aims  at.  Paz  alledged  that  the  Polifh  army  (hewed 
no  concern  whether  the  Lithuanians  followed  or 
not;  that  by  marching  fir  ft,  it  left  nothing  but  fa- 
mine behind  it } that  the  term  for  which  the  army 
was  pad,  was  expiring,  and  the  campaign  near 
its  end  ; with  many  other  fpecious  reafons,  which 
are  never  wanting,  when  a man  aims  at  diftreffing 
his  rival. 

Sobie(ki  fent  to  him  the  Standard-Bearer  of  Pof- 
nania,  Scorazowfki,  a man  of  eloquence,  and  agree- 
able to  him  whom  it  was  neceffary  to  perfuade.  He 
did  his  country  more  fervice  upon  this  ocqafion, 
than  if  he  had  expofed.his  life  in  a field  of  battle, 
for  Paz  liftened  to  his  - reafons,  and  from  this  mo- 
ment the  pafiage  of  the  Niefter  was  refolved  on. 

The  river  being  greatly  fwelled,  and  no  ford  to  be 
found,  thofe  who  had  fhewii  moft  reluctance,  were 
now  the  foremoft  to  fwim  acrofs  it,  as  if  they  aimed 
to  wipe  off  the  ftain  upon  their  characters.  So- 

(a)  ZaluHu,  tom.  i.  p.  403, 
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biefki  put  a flop  to  this  ralh  impietuofity,  which 
coft  the  lives  of  feveral ; a bridge  was  made, 
which  he  himfelf  was  the  laft  in  paffing  ; and  the 
'army  advanced  into  the  Bucovine,  a foreft  of -thirty, 
leagues  long,  and  as  many  broad,  where  a branch 
of  the  Crapack  mountains  forms,  defiles,  fo.  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  pafs,  that  even  a -traveller  can- 
not do  it  without  lhuddering. 

It  feems  probable,  that  at  Conftantinaple  they 
knew  nothing  as  yet  of  the  breach  of  the  treaty, 
and  the  march  of  the  Poles.  The  army  met  the 
Turkilh  Envoy  coming  to  demand  the  firft  payment 
of  the  tribute.  He  behaved  with 'all  the  haughti- 
nefs  that  he  thought  might : be  fhewn  with  impu- 
nity to  conquered  tributaries.  Sobielki  alked  for 
his  letters,  in  order  to  open  theni.  That  honour , 
replied  he,  belongs  only  to  thy  majter , to  whom  they 
are  directed  5 and  nothing  but  death  fhc.ll  hinder  me 
from  obeying  the  orders  of  the  invincible  Mahomet. 
Sobielki  was  tempted -to  put  him  in  irons,  .or  at 
•leaft  to  cut  off  his  beard,  which  in  the  eaft  is  the 
greateft  of  all  affronts.  But  he  refpedted  the  law 
of  nations,  and  fuffered  him  to  continue  his  jour- 
ney, while  the  army  advanced  into  the  foreft, 
where  they  expe&ed  to  have  the  palles  difputed. 
But  the  enemy  did  not  appear  till  they  arrived  in 
the  plain  on  the  other  fide,  and  then  only  a few 
fmall  bodies,  which  retired  with  great  expedition. 

Sobielki  haftened  his  march  along  the  banks  of 
the  Pruth,  antiently  called  Hierafus,  which  falls 
into  the  Danube.  *Twas  on  the  banks  of  this  ri- 
ver that  the  Czar  Peter  in  1711,  found  on  a fud- 
den  his  army  without  provifions,  or  forage,  and 
a hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Turks  in  front.  At 
this  moment  he  was  more  wretched  than  his  rival 
Charles  XII.  at  Pultowa ; but  this  moment  was 
quickly  over.  A woman  laved  him  and  his  army 
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by  negotiating  the  peace  of  the  Pruth  ; and  from  Y*  *67> 
being  the  wife  of  a common  dragoon,  fhe  married 
the  Emperor,  and  fucceeded  him  in  the  throne. 

Sobiefki,  leaving  the  Pruth,  appeared  on  the  9th 
of  November  before  the  camp  of  Choczin.  The 
town  on  the  right  fide  of  the  river  was  defended  by 
a high  citadel,  and  a fort  on  the  left  fide  covered 
the  head  of  a bridge.  In  this  very  place,  it  was, 
that  fifty  years  before,  when  Sultan  Ofman  was  de- 
feated-, Sobiefki’s  father  had  performed  fuch  great 
exploits : the  fon  was  now  attempting  greater,  with 
this  difference  only,  that  at  that  time  the  Poles  de- 
fended the  camp,  and  at  prefent  they  came  to  at- 
tack it.  The  Serafkier  Hufleim,'  a difciple  of  the 
famous  Cuprogli,  was  Commander  in  Chief,  and 
had  with  him  fourfcore  thoufand  of  thofe  veteran 
troops  that  had  conquered  the  ifle  of  Candy.  There 
were  in  the  army  feveral  Bafhaws  with  three  tails  ; 
but  Mahomet  had  fent  Hufleim  a fourth , that  he 
might  have  the  command.  The  title  of  Serafkier 
is  given  to  all  Commanders  in  Chief,  who  repre- 
fent  the  Vifir.  Hufleim  had  exhaufted  the  country 
for  ten  or  twelve  leagues  round,  to  fupply  his 
camp  with  provifions,  while  the  Poles,  who  had 
moft  of  them  never  been  in  any  a&i&n,  were  in 
want  of  many  necefiaries. 

A council  of  war  was  held  in  the  night,  in  which 
Paz,  weighing  the  inequality  of  forces,  protefted 
that  it  would  be  a punifhable  piece  of  temerity  to 
expofe  to  certain  deftrudtion  the  laft  refource  the 
republic  was  poilefied  of ; and  that,  as  for  himfelf, 
he  would  retire  at  fun-rifing  with  his  Lithuanians, 
to  preferve  them  for  the  fervice  of  his  cpuntry. 

Sobiefki,  more  harafifed  by  friends  than  enemies, 
anfwered,  that  he  had  forefeen  every  thing  that 
now  presented  itfelf,  except  this  refolution  of  Paz  1 
that  the  fituation  of  things  was  far  from  giving 
him  any  terror;  that  it  was  much  more  dangerous 
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y*  l6n-  to  retire  before  an  enemy  of  fuperior  ftrength  than 
to  attack  them  j and  that,  in  fhort,  the  only  fa- 
vour he  defired  of  him  was  to  ftay  and  be  a fpec- 
tator  of  the  firft  blows. 

Paz  himfelf  loved  glory  ; and  fince  Sobiefki  was 
obftinately  bent  upon  feeking  it,  he  would  have 
been  greatly  mortiEed  at  his  Ending  it  without  him. 

On  the  ioth  every  thing  was  prepared  for  the 
attack.  There  was  in  the  Polilh  army  a body  of 
Coffacks,  gained  over  by  Sobiefld’s  liberality.  Their 
leader,  Samuel  Motovildo,  impatient  to  fignalize 
himfelf  at  their  head,  opened  the  fcene,  without 
waiting  for  the  General’s  order.  He  was  already 
mounted  upon  the  entrenchments,  when  he  fell 
dead  upon  the  body  of  a janizary  whom  he  had  juft 
killed.  This  brave  man  had  been  a flave  nineteen 
years  in  the  Turkifh  galleys,  and  had  fet  himfelf  at 
liberty  by  his  courage,  with  three  hundred  compa- 
nions of  his  ill  fate.  He  made  himfelf  matter  of 
the  galley  in  which  he  was  chained,  and  landed  at 
Venice  dyed  with  the  blood  of  his  Tyrants.  Such 
a man  deferved  to  die  in  freedom  (a).  His  men 
were  all  cut  to  pieces. 

But  this  was  not  the  day  that  Sobielki  dettined 
for  the  effufion  of  blood.  He  continued  with  his 
army  in  battalia,  hoping  that  the  enemy,  with  fuch 
a fuperiority,  would*  come  out  of  their  camp.  . But 
the  day  was  fpent  in  cannonading.  Towards  the 
evening  an  unexpected  event  increafed  the  forces  of 
the  Poles.  On  the  right  of  the  Turks,  there  was 
a feparate  camp  of  between  leven  and  eight  tbou- 
fand  Walachian  and  Moldavian  hotfe,  which,  tho’ 
Chriftians,  were  under  the  command  of  the  inEdels. 
Thefe  troops  did  not  anfwer  the  expectations  of  the 
Serafkier,  either  in  number  or  beauty  j and  the 
two  Hoipodars  who  conducted  them  were  there- 

( a)  Zalulki,  tom.  i.  p.  498. 
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fore  treated  like  Haves.  The  Serafkier  forgot  him-  ^ 
lelf  lb  far  as  tp  ftrike  the  Moldavian  with  his  battle- 
ax.  . The  Princes,  ftimulated  by  revenge,  came 
and  offered  Sobielki  themfelves  and  their  troops. 
The  Turks  beheld  this  defertion  with  indignation, 
but  were  unable  to  prevent  it  (a). 

The  following  night  was  extremely  fevere  for 
the  foldiers  to  continue  under  arms.  They  were 
froze  by  the  fnow,  which  fell  in  great  abundance* 
but  they  faw  Sobiefki  vifit  the  polls,  reft  him  lelf 
Upon  the  carriage  of  a cannon,  and  refufe  a 
tent.  At  break  of  day,  he  obferved  that  the  ene-  . 
nay’s  ranks  were  thinner  than  ufual.  The  fame 
number  of  colours  was  flying  upon  the  parapet ; 
but  much  fewer  janizaries  were  to  be  feen.  The 
Turks,  accuftomed  to  a mildneis  of  climate,  which 
the  Poles  are  unacquainted  with,  are  lels  capable 
Off  fatigue.  Their  ftrength  was  exhaufted  by  hav- 
ing been  four  and  twenty  hours  under  arms  in  fuch 
fevere  weather,  and  thinking  that  the  Poles  would 
not  dare  to  attack  them  in  open  day- light,  they 
Were  retired  to  take  a little  reft. 

This  is  the  moment  that  / waited  for,  faid  Sobi- 
efki to  thd  officers  who  were  about  him  : carry  my 
order's  for  the  attack  ; and  he  inftantly  fet  them  an 
example,  which,  upon  any  other  occafion,  would 
be  found  fault  with  in  a General.  Obferving  that 
the  firft  brigades  were  wavering  between  courage 
and  fear,  he  made  his  own  regiment  of  dragoons, 
a troop  formed  by  himfelf,  alight  from  their  horles, 
ahd  putting  himfelf  at  their  head,  he  marched  up 
t<J  the  Turkilh  entrenchments.  He  was  too  bulky 
to  mount  with  eafe ; and  while  his  men  were  aflift- 
ing  him,  he  was  all  the  while  expofed  to  the  ene- 
my's fire,  but  at  length  appeared  upon  the  para- 
pet with  his  dragoons.  The  foot,  feeing  his  dan- 

(a)  Cantemir,  toot.  ii.  p.  96. 
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y.  1673.  gef)  an(j  trembling  for  him,  rufhed  Ort  violently 
on  the  right  and  left  to  fuftain  him,  and  forcing 
the  firft  pods  one  upon  another,  turned  their  own 
cannon  againft  them. 

In  the  mean  time,  Jablonowfki,  Palatine  of 
Ruffia,  made  a motion  of  the  utmoft  importance. 
The  cavalry  had  not.  yet  forced  their  way,  and  the 
infantry  was  afraid  of  being  furrounded,  if  they 
advanced  too  far.  . He  therefore  came  round  by 
the  camp  which  the  Moldavians  had  quitted,  and 
forced  through  with  the  Pancerns.  Sobielki  had 
fought  on  foot  for  near  an  hour : he  was  at  length 
fupplied  with  a horfe,  and  the  reft  of  the  cavalry 
loon  entered  through  the  entrenchment  itfelf. 

Surprize  occafions  greater  confufion  than  fire  and 
fword.  The  Turks  being  pulhed  on  all  fides,  loft 
many  men  and  much  ground.  But  the  Poles, 
finding  a greater  number  of  empty  tents  than  of 
enemies,  flopped  to  pillage ; a common  fault  with 
troops  that  are  not  under  the  ftridteft  difeipline. 
If  the  victory  was  at  all  uncertain,  it  was  at  this 
juncture.  The  Turks,  charmed  at  the  power  of 
their  wealth,  took  courage  and  repulfed  the  vidtors. 
Sobielki  with  the  TowariTz  fuftained  this  firft  Ihock: 
and  was  feconded  by  Jablonowfki  with  the  Pan- 
cerns. Lefczinlki,  Palatine  of  Podalchia,  brought 
up  the  plunderers,  to  their  colours ; and  vidtory, 
which  feemed  to  be  departing,  appeared  again,  ac- 
companied with  order. 

Sobielki,  in  the  heat  of  the  adtion,  did  not  ne- 
glcdt  to  take  care  of  confequences.  He  ordered 
the  Baron  de  Boham,  a French  officer,  to  march 
to  the  bridge  to  cut  off  the  enemy’s  retreat  (a). 
' By  this  time,  there  were  none  who  flood  their 
ground  but  the  janizaries  only,  who  durft  not  give 

(a)  He  broke  down  the  bridge,  apprehending  he  might  be 
forced  from  his  pefl. 
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way  in  the  prefence  of  the  brave  Soliman  who  com-  y 
manded  them.  The  Serafkier,  on  his  part,  did  all 
that  could  be  expefted  from  a General  who  was 
forced  in  his  camp.  He  rallied  and  brought  back 
to  aftion  his  broken  fquadrons.  1 

But  when  fome  of  the  runaways,  being  repulfed 
from  the  bridge,  brought  intelligence  that  the  re- 
treat was  cut  off,  the  Turks,  inftead  of  deriving 
frefh  courage  from  defpair,  had  no  fenlation  left 
but  that  of  terror.  A body  of  between  fix  and 
(even  thouiand  horfe  endeavoured  to  efcape  in  a 
place  where  the  rock  was  lower  tHanufual;  but 
were  charged  by  the  Lithuanians,  who  forced  their 
way  by  that  very  entrance,  and  drove  them  back 
upon  the  field  of  battle,  where  they  ran  full  fpeed 
againft  a body  of  Polifh  horfe.  Sobiefki,  who 
was  every  where,  happened  to  be  in  this  body. 

Wo  be  .to  that  General,  who,  on  fuCh  an  occa- 
fion,  cannot  aft  the  foldierf  Sobielki  could  ; and 
fortune  aflifted  him  as  much  as  his  own  valour. 

A Turk  aimed  at  him  a mortal  blow,  which  was 
received  by  a young  hero,  named  Zelinfki,  whole 
death  was  quickly  revenged  ; and  there  fucceeded 
a feries  of  Angle  combats  in  the  midft  of  a gene- 
ral aftion.  At  laft,  the  Palatine  of  Kalifch  and  the 
Cafteilan  of  Pofnania,  came  up  with  a body  of  horfe 
and  diferigaged  the  Poles.  The  whole  camp  was 
covered  with  expiring  infidels.  So'iman  was  juft 
wounded  and  taken  prifoner  in  the  midft  of  the  ja-  • 
nizaries ; and  that  brave  corps  at  length  gave  way. 

The  Spahis  pulhed  on  their  horfes  at  random,  with 
no  other  view*  but  to  avoid  the  fabres  of  their  pur- 
fuers.  The  Serafkier  covered  with  wounds,  thought 
only  how  to  fave  the  wretched  remains  of  his  army  ; 
but  how  to  efieft  it,  was  the  difficulty.  The  only 
way  of  retiring  that  he  could  difcover,  was  either 
a few  paths  acrofs  the  rocks,  or  the  waves  of  the 
Nfefter.  N 3 
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From  this  moment,  the  ftate  of  the  Turkiflj  ar- 
my no  longer  prefented  the  idea  of  a battle,  but  qf 
a complete  rout,  where  destruction  was  multiplied 
in  all  its  various  forms.  Here  the  flying  jTquadrqns 
throw  themfelves  from  the  top  qf  a rock,  and  aip 
dallied  in  pieces  againft  other  rocks  belq^,  yrhere 
men  and  horfes  are  heaped  one  upon  another,  fxf 
the  height  of  feveral  Pikes.  There  ,the  broken  in- 
fantry take  refuge  towards  the  citadel,  which  bping 
capable  of  containing  no  more,  fends  them  ba£k 
to  the  fabres  of  the  enemy.  At  a greater  diftance, 
the  cavalry  plunge  into  the  river,  and  are  delivered, 
by  being  Ihot  in  the  midft  of  it,  from  this  fcpnp 
of  horror.  Even  fuch  as  reached  the  other  fide, 
or  had  eroded  before  the  breaking  of  the  bridge, 
were  not  fafe.  They  drew  themfelves  up  in  batta- 
lia, to  receive  and  proteCt  fuch  of  their  compa- 
nions as  Ihould  attempt  the  pafiage  ; but  the  impe- 
tuous Mandreolki,  a Brigadier  of  horfe,  cquld  not 
bear  to  fee  them  live.  He  throws  himfelf  into  the 
river,  followed  by  his  brigade  : but  receiyes  a wound 
from  a mulket-ball  in  the  midft  of  the  river,  which 
deprives  him  of  all  fenfe.  He  was  brought  back 
to  the  place  he  fet  out  from,  and  loft  his  life  ten 
years  after  in  a ftill  more  celebrated  battle.  His 
troop  ftill  purfuing  its  point,  is  joined  by  other 
fquadrons  *,  and  the  enemy  being  every  where  broke* ' 
retires  for  fafety  under  the  walls  .of  Kaminiepk. 

The  river  was  covered  with  ten  thoufand  tur- 
bans, and  the  earth  with  twenty  thoufand  (lain, 
among  which  were  eight  tbou&nd  janizaries. 
The  victory  coft  the  Poles  between  five  and  fix 
thoufand  killed  and  wounded  $ among  ydfiph,  the 
death  of  the  Great-Huntfman  of  the  Crown  was. 
particularly  lamented.  Biginfki  y/as  dragged  from 
Under  aheap  of  carcafes  the  next  day  after  the  batfie, 
and  had  the  pleafure  of  knowing  that  his  fuppofrd 
death  was  regretted.  If  yve  conuder  the  vaft  fupe- 
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riority  of  the  conquered  army,  the  whole  looks  y.  1673. 
like  a fable.  • But  one  of  thefc  two  fuppofitions 
will  account  for  it ; either  it  is  a great  difadvan- 
tage  to  wait  for  an  enemy  in  entrenchments,  or 
heaven  fought  on  the  fide  of  the  Poles.  There  is 
a third,  which  will  perhaps  give  a ftill  better  folu- 
tion.  'When  men  fight,  not  for  the  whim  of  a 
jfowereigh,  but  for  the  real  intereft  of  themfelves  and 
their  country,  they  are  raifed  above  the  level  of 
humanity. 

The  Poles  took  a great  number  of  prifoners, 
whofe  deftiny  ftained  the  brightnefs  of  Sobieflci’s 
laurels.  It  is  highly  proper,  that  the  mifchiefs, 
which  men  in  power  do  to  their  fellow  creatures, 
fliould  be  related  by  hiftory.  If  they  would  have 
nothing  hut  good  recorded  of  them,  they  fhould 
^ take ' care  mat  all  their  aftions  be  of  that 
lbrt.  No  fooner  had  Sobiefki  returned  thanks  to 
God,  by  having  mafs  faid  in  the  magnificent  pa- 
vilion of  the  Turkifh  General,  than  he  commanded 
the  prifoners,  who  made  no  farther  refiftance,  to 
be  all  mafiacred  j and  to  this  firft  aft  of  barbarity 
he  added  a fecond,  by  an  order  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country,  to  put  to  death  every  infidel  that 
had  taken  refuge  in  their  houfes,  upon  pain  of  be- 
ing put  to  death  themfelves.  tie  forgot  [that  the 
God  of  battle  (a  title  which  he  never  aflumes  but  . 
when  madmen  dlfturb  the  earth)  is  ftill  more  the 
God  of  mercy.  More  than  one  Ba(haw  perifhed 
in  this  daughter ; but  he  had  not  the  cruel  fatisfac- 
tion  of  involving  in  it  the  Serafkier  Huffeim,  who 
had  efcaped  in  time  (a). 

He  (hewed  more  humanity  to  the  wretches  who 
waited  for  their  fate  in  the  citadel  of  Choczin, 
which  contained  vaft  riches,  being  the  place  where 
the  Greeks,  Armenians,  and  Jews  kept  their  ma- 

( a)  Zalufei,  tom.  3.  p.  498,  & feq. 
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v.  »67j.  gazines  for  the  camp.  The  artillery  was  brought 
up  againft  it  the  fame  day  ; and  it  could  not  pof- 
fibly  hold  out : a detachment  which  came  to  its ' 
relief  from  Kaminieck  being  quickly : repulfed  by 
Samuel  Cofacowfki.  After  which,  Sobiefki  lent 
them  a Polifh  Deputy,  accompanied  by  the  Ba- 
Ihaw  Czaufio,  a prifoner  of  diftin&ion,  to  fum- 
mon  them  to  furrender,  or  to  expedt  to  be  all  put 
to  the  fword.  Thefe  unhappy  people  had  ftill 
the  courage  to  demand  an  honourable  capitulation, 
and  to  be  condufted  to  Kaminieck,  with  as  much 
of  their  effedts  as  they  could  carry  away  upon  forty 
waggons.  The  honeft  Turk,*  who  read  the  con- 
ditions to  Sobiefki,  watering  the  paper  with  his 
tears,  admonifhed  him  to  reflect,  that  vidtory  is  not 
invariably  appropriated  to  any  nation  ; that  God 
punifhes  fuch  as  make  a bad  ufe  of  it ; and  that 
be  has  more  than  once  abafed,  on  the  morrow, 
thofe  whom  he  had  exalted  the  day  before.  Sobi- 
efki granted  almoft  all  he  afked*,  and  the  Bafhaw 
who  commanded  at  Kaminieck,  immediately  ac- 
knowledged the  favour,  by  difmiffing,  without 
ranfom,  fifty  Polifh  prifoners.  The  Poles,  in  all 
their  writings,  treat  the  Turks  as  barbarians : but 
thefe  barbarians  fometimes  give  lefions  of  virtue 
even  to  Chriftians. 

The  Lithuanian  General,  Paz,  is  reproached  in 
hiflory,  for  his  behaviour  upon  the  march,  and 
before  the  attack  *,  but  hiftory  does  him  alfo  the 
juftice  to  own,  that,  during  the  addon,  his  natural 
pourage  and  love  for  his  country  regained  the  af- 
cendant ; that  he  and  his  Lithuanians  behaved  like 
heroes,  and  left  it  doubtful  whether  the  Poles  or 
they  deferved  the  palm  of  valour. 

While  this  was  .palling  between  the  Pruth  and 
the  Niefter,  the  Turkifh  Aga  proceeded  on  his 
journey ; and  arriving  at  Leopol  about  the  begin- 
ning of  November,  found  the  King  lying  there  at 
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the  point  of  death.  The  diforder,  which  firft  at-  ' 
tacked  him  at  the  review,  was  fo  increafed  as  to 
leave  no  hopes  of  recovery.  An  ulcer  in  his  kid- 
nies,  blood  inftead  of  urine,  convulfions  in  his 
ftomach,  and  continual  vomitings,  left  him  fo 
(mail  a remnant  of  life  as  would  not  permit  him 
to  give  audience.  And  yet  the  Ambaflador  infill- 
ed upon  it,  with  greater  haughtinefs  than  he  had 
even  (hewed  in  the  army.  He  declared,  that  at 
all  events,  he  would  deliver  to  the  King  the  Sul- 
tan’s letter,  and  the  caflcet  committed  to  his  charge. 
The  great  officers  of  the  crown  and  the  court 
were  in  a tormenting  dilemma.  They  apprehend- 
ed the  letter  might  be  writ  in  an  imperious  man- 
ner, in  the  ftile  of  a Lord  to  his  vafial  •,  they  were 
afraid  even  to  look  at  the  fuperlcription,  which 
might  be  changed,  fince  the  time  that  Poland  be- 
came tributary  to  the  Porte.  The  Vice-Chancel- 
lor, before  he  would  propofe  the  audience  to  the 
dying  Kijig,  demanded  a fight  of  the  letter,  and 
of  the  caflcet,  which  gave  (till  greater  uneafinefs. 
Their  imaginations  ran  upon  nothing  but  the  ftaff 
of  command,  and  the  veftment,  which  are  the  mor- 
tifying tokens  of  vafialage  that  the  Grand-Seignior 
fends  to  his  tributaries  in  three  quarters  of  the 
world.  To  put  fuch  a veftment  upon  the  dying 
Prince,  would  be  a fatal  blow  to  his  life,  and  an 
eternal. affront  to  Poland.  . What  increafed  their 
apprehenfions  was,  that  there  was  no  letter  for  the 
Vice-Chancellor,  This  unufual  circumftance  left 
them  in  a ftate  of  uncertainty  and  fulpence,  which 
made  them  fear  the  very  worft,  and  in  the  mean 
time  the  Ambafiador  was  obftinate  in  his  refufal  to 
make  any  difcovery,  except  at  the  King’s  bed’s-fide. 
It  would  feem,  that  they  might  have  left  him  to 
vent  his  diflatisfattion,  without  endeavouring  to 
get  the  better  of  his  obftinacy  ; but  the  confequen- 
ccs,  even  in  this  cafe,  appeared  tremendous.  They 
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y.  i67j.  knew  not  what  fuccefs  the  army  would  have;  the 
laft  intelligence  from  it  was  not  promifing  ; and  if 
the  expedition  to  Choczin  mifqarried?  what  yoke 
would  for  the  future  be  heavy  enough  for  the  van- 
quilhed  ? Addrefs  is  ufuafly  called  in  to  the  atlift- 
ance  of  weaknefs ; the  Poles  diflembled,  and  flat- 
tered the  Aga  j giving  him  to  underftand  that  the 
King  was  recovering  his  ftrength,  and  in  a few  days 
would  be  able  to  give  him  an  audience.  In  effe£fc, 
the  ulcer  was  opened,  and  the  physicians  entertained 
hopes;  but  nature,  which  fo  6ften  deceives  them, 
both  on  the  favourable  and  unfavourable  fide,  had 
decided  againft  them.  Michael  died  on  the  ioth  of 
November,  without  leaving  any  iffue,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-five,  after  four  years  fpent  upon  the  throne, 
or  rather,  (pent  in  uneafinefs,  infamy,  difturbance 
and  horror.  If  the  feeptre  is  capable  of  making 
any  man  happy,  it  muft  be  him  only  who  is  able 
to  wield  it.  Michael,  who  was  naturally  of  a hu- 
mane temper,  would  have  been  a good  King,  if 
he  had  been  a great  One ; but  his  want  of  capacity 
made  both  himfelf  and  his  fubjefts  unhappy.  All 
that  he  got  by  being  exalted  to  the  regal  dignity 
was,  to  Be  drenched  with  gall,  without  the  leaft 
infufion  of  comfort ; he  felt  all  the  evil,  but  none 
of  the  good ; for  he  expired  on  the  evening,  before 
the  vidory  of  Choczin.  ‘ 

Three  days  after,  the  hope  of  a new  triumph 
gave  frefh  pleafure  to  Sobiefki,  who  being  inform- 
ed by  the  Moldavian  Prince,  that  ten  thoufand 
Turks  had  crofied  the  Danube,  and  were  advan- 
cing through  Moldavia  to  come  and  increafe  the 
camp  at  Choczin,  took  with  him  part  of  his  ca- 
valry, without  baggage  ; and  after  a forced  march 
of  four  days,  arrival  at  Pererita,  upon,  the  banks 
of  the  Pruth.  Here  he  had  the  mortification  of 
finding  that  he  had  milled  his  aim  ; for  Kaplan 
Balhaw,  the  Tuirkilh  General,  having  learnt  by  the 
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way  (be  defeat  at  Choczin,  had  married  back  to-  Y-  ,fi73* 
wards  die  Danuhe. 

Sobieflti,  upon  Ida  return  to  the  army,  formed 
a plap  to  make  the  gfeateft  advantages  of  his  fuc- 
cefc } but  every  thing  concurred  to  hinder  him. 

Paz,  who  had  been  dragged  on  to  victory,  was  in 
no  humour  to  follow  him  ; and  had  .taken  the  road 


to  Lithuania  .with  his  troops  .during  Sobiefld’s  ab- 
fence.  The  Poles  were  frill  earpeft  in  the  caule ; 
hut  the  news  of  the  King's  death  either  changed 
their  inclinations,  or  furnilhed  many  at  them  with 
a fair  pretence  for  going  home.  Such  as  were  load- 
ed with  the  fpoils  of  the  rail  were  impatient  to  lay 
up  their  booty  fafe : others,  who  were  tired  with 
the  labours  of  £b  fevere  a fpaion,  eagerly  wiflhed  for 
the  end  of  it : and  all  -alledged,  that  the  election 
of  a pew  King  was  the  only  thing  that  fliould  em- 
ploy the  attention  of  Poland. 

Sohiefki  reprefented,  that  the  ele&ion  could  not 
come  on  before  the  fpring ; and  that  the  winter 
ipight  be  pfefully  employed  ip  driving  the  Turks 
out.  of  the  Ukraine,  and  perhaps  in  making  an  at- 
tempt upon  Kaminieck.  He  produced  a letter  from 
the  Grand  Chancellor,  advifing  them  to  purlue  the 
vidtory,  and  notifying  the  death  of  the  King.  It 
isiurprizing  that  Sobieiki,  whp  had  lo  many  claims 
to  the  crown,  if  merit  be  any  claim  at  all,  fliould 
be  lb  little  in  hafte  to  return  to  Warfaw,  and  form 
a party,  in  his  own  favour.  Inftead  of  this,  he  was 
bufy  ip  . animating  the  Poles  to  new  enterprizes  ; 
but  was  flopped  by  an  order  from  the  Primate 
Czartorilki,  requiring  him  to  bring  back  the  army, 
without,  delay,  into  Poland.  The  will  of  the  In- 
terrex, is  more  facrefl  than  that  -of  the  King,  and 
nothing  was  left  but  toobey.  All  that  the  Grand- 
General  could  do,  was  to  leave  a garrifon  at  Choc- 


zin, where  the  Poles  raifed  a hillock  which  they 
pall  Mogila , to  be  a rude  monument  of  avglorioua 
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y.  1*73*  viftory.  It  would  have  been  unjuft,  to  abandon,  to 
the  vengeance  of  the  i urks,  the  Moldavians  and  Wa- 
lachians, who  came  and  joined  Sobiefki.  He  there- 
fore detached  a body  of  eight  thouiand  men,  under 
the  command  of  the  Grand-Standard-Bearer  Sie- 
nawfki,  to  defend  the  two  Hafpodars,  and  their 
territories ; but  the  defence  was  of  very  little  fer- 
vice.  The  Moldavian  Petrtczucus , foon  funk  un- 
der the  Ottoman  power,  and  took  refuge  in  Po* 
land,  where  the  loweft  Staroft  affirmed  a luperiority 
over  an  ejeded  Prince.  He  heartily  repented  his  not 
having  bore  one  affront,  rather  than  expofe  himfelf 
to  a thoufand.  At  length  death  delivered  him. 
The  Walachian  Gregory , after  having  been  amuf- 
ed  by  the  Emperor,  applied  for  protection  to  the 
Pope,  who  made  a propofal  to  him  of  entering  in- 
to the  Roman  communion : but  he  made  his  peace' 
with  Conftantinople,  and  continued  a Schematic 
and  a Prince  (a).  Sobiefki,  however,  was  not 
wanting  in  gratitude  j for  he  did  every  thing  for 
them  that  lay  in  his  power  i after  which,  he  took, 
much  againft  his  own  inclination,  the  road  to  Po- 
land. 

If  we  confider  this  celebrated  expedition  on  the 
fide  of  conqueft,  it  prefents  no  very  advantageous 
idea.  The  only  acquifition  was  Choczin,  a heap 
of  cottages  covered  with  ftraw.  The  citadel,  which 
was  a good  one  for  the  country,  was  retaken  by 
the  Turks  in  the  winter.  But  if  we  view  it  on 
the  fide  of  glory,  and  as  being  the  prelervation  of 
Poland,  there  are  very  few  of  equal  luftre,  or  lb 
highly  interefting.  It  prevented  the  treaty  of  Boud- 
chaz  from  being  ratified  by  the  firft  payment  of 
the  tribute  •,  fufpended  the  flavery  of  Poland  \ weak- 
ened the  Turks  by  the  deftru&ion  of  a veteran  ar- 
my ; and  taught  them,  that  Poland,  with  only  mo-» 

(a)  Cantemir,  tom.  ii,  p.  139. 
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derate  forces,  was  capable  of  braving  their  enor-  Y* 
mous  power.  ? > / c 

Sobdefki,  covered  with  glory^  now  came  to  Leo- 
pol,  where  he  received  the  congratulations  of  all 
the  orders  of  the  ftate.  The  moft  diftant  Palati- 
nates lent  Deputies  to  the  deliverer  of  his  country. 
Let  Kings  be  intoxicated,  if  they  can,  with  the  in- 
cenfe  which  is'  fo  profofely,  but  involuntarily,  of- 
fered them  after  victories,  in  which  they  have  com- 
monly no  (hare : that  which  Sobieflri  received  was 
the  tribute  of  gratitude  and  joy.  At  the  report  of 
the  triumph  of  Choczin,  every  one  left  off  mourn- 
ing for  a King  who  was  not  lamented,  to  appear 
in  colours,  and  affume  the  language  of  joy.  If 
any  regretted  the  King’s  death,  it  was  the  Turk- 
ifh  Envoy,  becaufe  he  was  hindered  thereby  from 
executing  his  commiflion,  and  dreaded  the  feveri- 
ty  of  the  Porte.  But  the  Primate  gave  him  a cer- 
tificate, attefting  that  Michael  was  deadbefore  the- 
Envoy  could  fulfil  his  inftru&ions. 

In  the  mean  time  Warfaw  was  filled  with  in- 
trigues that  were  forming /or  the  crown;  and  So- 
biefki  ftaid  at  Leopol,  as  if  he  had  no  pretenfions. 
The  belt  title  to  it,  he  thought,  was  continuing  to 
defend  his  country.  He  therefore  fixed  his  refi- 
de&ce  at  Leopol  for  the  winter,  where  he  was  in 
readiriefs  to  reftrain  the  incuffions  of  the  Tartars' 
and  the  Cofiacks,  or  to  endeavour,  if  an  opportu- 
nity offered,  to  Win  over  the  latter. 


End  of  the  Third  Book. 
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y.  1674.  f'|^H  E diet  of  Convocation!,  which  precedes 
X that  of  eleftiori,  was  furrimoned  to  meet  on 
the  1 5th  of  January.  It  w'as  to  have  ended  in 
fifteen  days : but  the  defire  which  every  one  had  to 
fee  Sobiefki  prefeot  at  it,  caufed  it  to  be  prorogued 
to  the  2 2d  of*  February.  He  refufed  however  to 
gratify  this  earnefi  wi(n,  being  wholly  taken  up 
with  the  enemy.  Every  thing  went  on  quietly  in 
the.  diet,  under  the  diredlion  of  the  Primate,  to 
whom  the  republic  was  indebted  for  the  general 
tranquillity  it  enjoyed  during  the  whole  interregnum, 
which  is  commonly  a time  of  confufion,  of  which 
robbers  and  feditious  perfons  take  advantage.  The 
death  of  the  King,  and  the  time  of  ele&ion  were  no- 
tified, according  to  cuftom,  to  the  powers  of  Eu- 
4 rope : 
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rope : and  the  field  of  election  was  opened  on  the  v.  16/4, 
firil  of  May.  It  muft  be  remembered,  that  there 
are  two  ways  of  chufing  the  Kings  of  Poland  ; 
either  in  the  General  Aflembly  of  the  nobility,  cal- 
led the  diet  on  horjebacky  or  only  by  the  votes  of 
the  Senators  and  the  Deputies  who  reprefent  the 
nobility  and  the  provinces.  The  Primate,  fearing 
the  dangers  of  the  former  method,  which  is  gene-  . 
rally-  attended  with  tumult  and  violence,  managed 
matters  with  fuch  dexterity,  that  he  got  the  latter 
to  be  preferred  ; in  which  cafe,  the  nation  being  re- 
prefented  by  its  wifeft  members,  may  expedl  a bet- 
ter choice. 

Sobielki  lhewed  lo  much  indifference  for  the 
crown,  that,  notwithftanding  the  repeated  inftan- 
cesofthe  Electors,  who  had  a mind  to  profit  by 
his  fuperior  talents,  he  did  not  arrive  till  the  10th 
of  May..  Perhaps  his  delay  might  be  partly  found- 
ed in  policy,  in  order  to  be  more  taken  notice  of. 

This  was  the  firft  time  of  his  appearing  before  the 
aflembly  of  the  Eftates  fince  the  vidtory  of  Choc- 
zin ; and  he  was  received  with  a pomp  which  might 
well  aftonilh  the  foreigners  then  prelent,  who  were 
not  accuftomed,  in  their  own  countries,  t6  fee  Ge- 
nerals receive  the  honours  of  the  triumph. 

There  were  fix  competitors  bidding  for  the  crown 
by  their  Ambalfcdors. 

Prince  Thomas  of  Savoy  offered  two  millions, 
which  would  pay  the  troops  of  the  republic  for  feme 
months,  together  with  a fupply  of  five  thoufand 
foot  till  the  conclufion  of  a peace  with  the  Turk. 

Befidcs  this,  he  promifed  to  fell  all  his  poffellkms 
in  Savoy  and  France,  amounting  in  value  to  nine 
millions  of  florins,  which  fum  Ihould  be  applied 
to  the  ufes  of  the  republic,  in  order  to  rid  it  of  the 
inconvenience  it  fuffered  by  the  quantity  of  bad 
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v.  1673.  coin  j and  for  the  execution  of  thefe  promifes,  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  his  uncle  was  to  be  guarantee. 

The  Duke  of  Modena  had  little  of  his  own  to 
give,  but  was  profufe  in  offering  the  proteftion  of 
others.  The  intereft  of  the  two  Cardinals  Barbe- 
rini,  which  was  at  his  difpofal ; his  alliances  and 
connections  of  friendfhip  with  all  the  fovereigns  of 
Europe,  and  particularly  with  the  houfe  of  Aus- 
tria. The  great  grandfon  of  Philip  II.  flattered  him- 
felf  with  being  powerfully  aflifted  by  the  two 
branches  of  that  family  againft  the  Turks. 

Prince  George  of  Denmark,  who  was  afterwards 
hufband  to  a Queen  (a),  without  being  a King, 
befides  pecuniary  offers,  made  a promiie  of  a de- 
fenfive  alliance  between  the  two  kingdoms.  An- 
other article,  of  greater  confequence  perhaps,' but 
which  made  little  impreffion  upon  the  Poles,  was 
his  offering  to  initiate  them  into  commerce,  by  lay- 
ing open  to  them  immediately  that  of  the  Eaft- 
Indies. 

The  Prince  of  Tranfylvania  made  an  offer  of 
fifteen  millions,  engaged  to  unite  his  principality 
with  the  crown  of  Poland,  and  to  maintain  a bo- 
dy of  fifteen  thoufand  men,  as  long  as  the  war 
with  the  .Turks  fhould  continue.,  The  propofal 
feemed  fo  confiderable,  that  it  was  not  thought  to 
be  in  his  power  to  execute  it. 

Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain,  over  whofe  head  the 
crown  had  hung  fufpended  in  the  laft  election,  ap- 
peared again  with  the  hopes  of  fixing  it  there  upon 
the  prefent  occafion.  He  was  no  richer  than  be- 
fore, but  had  found  good  fecurity,  no  lefs  than 
the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Spain,  for  the  per- 
formance of  his  promifes.  He  engaged  to  furnifh 
five  thoufand  foot  for  the  expedition  againft  the 
Turks,  to  take  five  hundred  Polifh  nobles  into  his 

( a)  Anne,  Qneen  of  England. 
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body  of  guards,  to  found  an  academy  for  the  edu-  y.  •674- 
cation  of  a hundred  more  nobles,  ro  erefl  two 
forts,  one  againft  the  Turks,  the  other  againft  the 
Mufcovites,  to  advance  nine  months  pay  for  the  Po- 
lifh  army,  with  a promife  of  affigning  over  to  Poland 
one  half  of  the  revenues  of  Lorrain  and  the  dutchy 
of  Bar,  as  foon.  as  he  fhoald  be  in  pofieffion  of 
ahem. 

Prince  William  of  Newburg,  who  was  afterwards 
Ete&or  Palatine,  flattered  himfelf  with  having  bet- 
tet  fuccefs  than  his  father,  who  was  rejected  in  the 
laft  eledtion,  and  bade  higher  than  all  his  rivals. 

Inftead  of  fix  or  nine  months  pay  for  the- army,  he 
ftipulated  for  a whole  year.  His  father  was  to  give 
up  to  him  immediately  the  revenues  of  the  Dutchy 
of  Juliets  to  be  applied  to  the  exigencies  of  the  re- 
public, till,  by  means  of  the  immenfe  poffeflions  that 
were  hereafter  to  fall  to  him,  his  liberality  fhould  be 
as  boundlefs  as  his  gratitude.  A (till  more  tempting 
circumftanee  in  the  prefent  critical  fituation,  was  his 
offering  to  take  into  his  pay  twenty  thoufand  Swedes 
and  fix  thoufand  Brandenburghers,  to  be  employed 
againft  the  Turks  (a).  If  the  crown  were  to  be  pur- 
chaled  of  the  republic  only,  it  would  be  an  advan- 
tage to  the  natjon  ; but  it  is  purchafed  alfo  of  pri- 
vate perfons,  who  put  it  up  to  the  higheft  bidder ; 
and  what  increafes  the  misfortune  is,  that  the  magni- 
ficent offers  which  an  ambitious  candidate  makes  to 
the  republic,  are  forgot  by  him  when  he  is  feated  upon 
the  throne. 

Of  the  fix  competitors,  there  were  four  who  had 
not  even  the  tranfitory  fatisfaftion  of  fufpending  the 
Inclinations  of  the  voters  j thefe  were,  Prince  Thomas 
of  Savoy,  the  Duke  of  Modena,  Prince  George  of 
Denmark,  and  the  Prince  of  Tranfylvania.  The 

(a)  Zalutki,  p.  586. 
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y.  i«74v  other  two.  Prince  Charles,  and  the  Prince  of  New1  - 
burg,  entered  the  lifts. 

The  Emperor  Leopold,  who  had  given  tip  Prince 
Charles  in  the  former  election,  had  the  ftrongeft  rea- 
fons  to  fupport  him  upon  the  prefent  occafion.  He 
was  a proper  hufband  for  Queen  Eleonora,  who,  by 
marrying  him,  would  ftill  be  Queen  of  Poland : 
it  woulcTdo  honour  to  the  Emperor,  to  continue  the 
Auftrian  blood  upon  the  throne,  and  it  would  alfo 
be  advantageous  to  the  Poles,  who  might  expert 
every  thing  from  Leopold  againft  the  Turks,  by 
ihewing  this  deference  for  him  and  his  Gfter.  Prince 
Charles  was  nominated  by  almoft  all  the  grlndees, 
and  the  Primate- Interirex  raifed  his  voice  even  higher 
than  the  reft.  “ When  we  thought  of  depofing 
c‘  King  Michael,  laid  he,  our  firft  intention  was  to 
“ give  our  crown  to  Prince  Charles,  and  to  marry 
“ him  with  Queen  Eleonora.  What  could  not  then 
“ be  accomplifhed  without  violent  convulfions,  may 
k‘  now  be  done  by  the  freedom  of  fuffrage,  and  with 
*'  the  greateft  advantage  to  Our  country.  Why 
then  fhould  we  change  our  fentiments?  We 
have  nothing  better  to  hope  for  from  any  other 
**  fettlement,  and  fhall  have  two  Queens,  inftead  of 
“ one,  to  burden  the  republic  with  their  mainten- 
“ ance.”  What  contributed  greatly  to  ftrengthen 
this  party,  was  the  intereft  of  the  two  Paz’s,  the 
' one  Grand-General,  the  other  Grand -Chancellor  of 
Lithuania,  who  drew  after  them  the  Lithuanians^ 
The  zeal  of  this  faction  was  fo  blind,  that  they  were 
for  giving  Prince  Charles’s  Envoy  the  precedence  be- 
fore the  French  Ambafiador:  but  the  propofal  ap- 
peared fo  abfurd,  that  it  fell  of  itfelf.  The  French 
Ambafiador,  Toufikint  de  Forbin,  Bifhop  of  Mar- 
fcilles,  recommended  to  the  attention  of  the  repub- 
lic a circumflance  that  made  a greater  impreffion*, 
which  was,  not  to  eledt  a Prince  who  was  an  enemy 
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to  hismafter;  and  he  fupported  the  Prince  of  New- 
torg. 

, . This  Prince’s  party  was  not  fo  much  dazzled,  as 
fhp  grandees  were,  with  the  fplendor  of  the  Auftriari 
name.,,  They  feared  that  very  Queen  Eleonora,  who 
..was  to  continue  upon  the  throne,  if1  Prince  Charles 
wqce  ek&ed  ^ and  they  feared  ftill  more  the  influence 
Why[ch  the  council  of  Vienna  would  have  in  the  go- 
vernment of  Poland : whereas  they  had  no  fuch  ap- 
rojcehenfions  from  the  Prince  of  Newburg,  nor  from 
the  Pripcefs  he  fopuld  marry,  lirice  he  offered  to  be 
directed,  in  his  choice  by  the  inclinations  of  the  re* 
publip. . The  marriage  of  the  Kings  of  Poland  is  a 
' circumftance  always  attended  with  great  difficulties. 
In  other  countries,  they  marry  for  themfelves,  with* 
dqt  confulting  their  fubjefts  : in  Poland,  they  marry 
for  the  republic ; and  as  there  is  no  filth  thing  as  an 
hereditary  right  to  the  crown,  the  republic  would  be 
. better  pleafed,  if  they  continued  Angle.  The  great 
offers  made  by  the  Prince  of  Newburg,  and  the  iri- 
’ tereft  of  the  fame  powers  who  fupported  his  father 
in  the  late  election,  fpoke  for  the  ion  in  this;  and  If 
his  party  was  riot  the  moft  confiderable  for  the  emi- 
nence of  the  perfons  that  compofed  it,  it  Was  cer- 
tainly fo  for  their  number. 

Sobiefki  raifed  up  a third  party,  by  reprefenting, 
that  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  republic,  when  if 
was  on  the  eve  of  being  attacked  By  the  whole  Otto- 
man poiycr,  it  wanted  an  herb  pf  tried  abilities,  whole 
bare  name  might  be  an  omen  of  victory ; that  this 
hero  would  nbt  be  found  in  the  Prince  of  Newburg, 
who  had  never  paid  Hisaddrefles  to  military  glory,  nor 
even  in  Prince  Charles,  who  had  only  been  honour- 
ed with  her  firft  fmiles : but  their  want  would  be 
amply  fupplied  by  the  Prince  of  Conde,  who  had  re- 
ceived all  the  favours  foe  could  beftow,  arid  was  fo 
celebrated  in  Europe,  that  they  ought  to  have  given 
him  the  crown,*  when  the  throne  was  laft  vacant, 
O 2 - without 
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without  attending  to  a wretched  libel,  the  authors  of 
which  durft  not  (hew  themfelves  ; but  that  it  was  not 
yet  too  late  to  chufe  themfelves  a King,  whom  all 
nations  would  be  ambitious  of,  if  they  had  a power 
to  difpofe  of  themfelves  (a). 

This  new  candidate,  who  had  made  no  propofal  to 
the  republic,  and  was  not  expected  by  any  one,  gave 
room  to  fufpeCt  that  France  was  not  fincere  in  it’s  re- 
commendation of  the  Prince  of  Newburg.  The  two 
oppofite  parties  exprefled  their  doubts,  by  the  dif- 
truftful  looks  they  gave  the  French  Ambaffador. 
They  fancied  that  he  had  been  lecretly  diftributing 
money  in  favour  of  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  that 
Sobiefki  had  not  been  found  inacceflible ; but  they 
were  miftaken  in  their  conjectures. 

Sobidki’s  propofal  continued  a my  fiery,  which, 
was  not 'long  before  it  came  to  light.  It  was  fur* 
prizing  that  the  diet  fhould  never  think  of  giving 
the  crown  to  him,  who  was  the  hero  of  Poland.  But 
while  his  talents  and  his  virtues  brought  him  near  the 
throne,  there  were  two  pretences  that  kept  him  at  a 
diftance  from  it.  Mary  d’Arquien,  his  wife,  was 
looked  upon  by  the  grandees  as  unworthy  of  that 
ftation : “ That  higheft  of  all  honours,  faid  they, 
w is  fitter  for  the  blood  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria.” 
Thus  it  is  that  men  often  facrifice  their  happinefs  to 
a merefantom.  Another  obftacle  of  greater  weight, 
was  the  pofitive  exclufion  given  by  the  Lithuanians 
to  every  Piaft.  “ A nation,  faid  they,  which  has 
**  fuffered  fo  much  from  the  weak  government  of . 
**  Michael,  (hould  look  out  for  a foreign  King.” 
The  Queen  had  fecretly  brought  about  this  exclu- 
fion, which  was  fuch  a dilgrace  to  Poland.  The  Li- 
thuanians did  not  alledge  the  true  reafon.  The 
Queen  and  the  Paz’s  could  not  be  perfuaded  that  So* 
biefki  had  no.  defign  upon  the  crown;  He  appeared 


t ( a ) Id, Ibid.  p.  5jj.and  feq. 
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in  the  diet  with  all  the  magnificence  of  a King,  and 
had  all  the  merit  requifite  for  that  ftation  : it  was 
necefiary  therefore  to  exclude  him  under  the  title  of 
a Pi-eft, 

Sobiefki  being  in  this  fituation,  and  confcious  of 
his  own  capacity  for  filling  the  throne,  hit  upon  the 
expedient  of  embaraffing  the  ele&ion  with  difficul- 
ties. He  had  ia  his  way  two  powerful  rivals;  and 
his  objeft  was  to  triumph  over  them,  by  oppofing 
to  them  the  Prince  of  Conde.  He  knew  very  well, 
that  he  could  not  gain  the  Prince  a majority  of  votes : 
and  therefore  aimed  only  at  dividing  them  dill  far-, 
ther,  in  order  to  unite  them  afterwards,  if  poffible,  in 
his  own  favour.  His  fchetne  of  divifion  fiicceeded 
mftarrtly  beyond  hi$  hopes.  At  the  name  of  Conde, 
theNewburghers  fhuddered;  and  die  Lorraine  rs  de- 
claimed againft  him  with  the  utmoft  virulence.  The 
mod  odious  charges  in  the  libel  were  revived,  and 
even  aggravated:  and  every  thing  indicated  a divi- 
fion of  the  republic,  and  perhaps  a civil  war.  It  was 
obvious,  that  Sobiefki  was  ftrong  enough  to  make 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  ele&ion,  being  already  mafter 
of  the  Polifh  army,  which  called  out  loudly  for  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  and  followed  in  this  particular  the 
dtre&ions  of  it's  general,  without  penetrating  into 
his  defigns.  The  Paz’s,  with  the  army  of  Lithua- 
nia, lefs  numerous  indeed  than  the  other,  prepared 
to  fupport  the  interefts  of  the  Queen  and  Prince 
Charles.  The  two  brothers  had  all  the  afeendant 
they  coaid  wifh  over  the  Lithuanians.  They  kne\V 
that  Prince  Charles  was  in  Silefia,  with  a body  of 
troops,  which,  when  joined  to  theirs,  would  be  a 
match  for  the  Polifh  army.  Thefe  difpofkions  for 
a civil  war  ftruck  with  horror  all  who  fincerely  loved 
their  country. 

In  this  fermentation  of  oppofite  factions,  Sobiefki 
propofed  a method  of  reconciliation,  which  was  fit 
only  to  embroil  things  (till  more.  Queen  Eleonora 
O 3 fhould 
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Ihould  break  off  her  engagements  with  Prince  > 
Charles,  and  give  her  hand  to  the  Prince  of  New- 
burg,  from  whom  the  republic  had  more  toexpeft 
pn  account  of  his  great  fortune  •,  and  upon  this  con- 
dition, the  Prince  of  Conde  Ihould  withdraw  hi? 
pretenfions.  To  bring  about  this  fcheme,  a deputa- 
tion from  the  lenate  waited  upon  the  Queen  (aj9  who 
having  engaged  her  heart  and  her  jewels  to  Prince: 
Charles,  fhewed,  by  her  anfwer,  that  ftie  continued  in- 
violably attached  to  him ; and  the  Ambaflador  of  Vien- 
na protefted  loudly  that  his  court  would  never  give  up 
it’s  candidate.  The  grandees  perfifted  in  giving  him 
their  votes ; and  he  would  probably  have  had,th§ 
crown,  if  Florian  Czartorilki,  the  Primate  and  Iri-  - 
terrex,  had  lived  a few  days  longer.  He  died  Sud- 
denly at  an  entertainmentt  given  by  Sobieiki  at  Vil- 
lanow:  and  as  his  death  was  of  feryice  tqSobieflci, 
he  was  fufpe£ted  of  contributing  to  haften  it..  His 
enemies  were  bufy  in  fpreading  reports  of  the  Pri- 
mate’s being  poifoned ; but  hiftory,  which  never 
adopts  reports  without  proof,  informs  us,  that  a 
grain  of  fand  in  the  Primate’s  reins,  which  had  CP- 
crealed  to  a confiderable  bulk,  was  the  caufe  of  his 
death  (a).  He  was  a man  of  an  active  genius,  had 
great  power  over  the  minds  of  others,  was  impetu- 
ous and  full  of  fire,  like  the  fun  which  draws  the 
planets  into  it’s  vortex.  His  death  weakened  Pripce  . 
Charles’s  party,  and  changed  the  whole  face  of  the 
eledlion. 

Andrew  Trzebifki,  Bifhop  of  Cracow,  a. man  of 
lefs  warmth,  took  his  place  in  the  diet  of  ck<£lion, 
and  performed  the  funftions  of  Interrex,  but  could 
not  unite  the  votes  of  the  afiembly.  In  one  part, 
was  heard  the  name  of  Prince  Charles,  in  another* 
fhe  Prince  of  Newburgj  and  louder  ftill,  that  of 

(a)  Id.  Jb. 

(b)  Lengn.  p.  24.5.  Zaluflci,  tom.  i.  p.  556.' 
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Conde.  At  laft,  the  palatine  of  Ruflia,  Staniflas  y.  1674. 
Jablonowfki,  a Senator,  equally  refpeftable  for 
his  birth,  and  his  fortune,  his  knowledge  of  the 
law,  and  his  behaviour  in  arms,  who  always  fpoke 
as  he  thought,  and  was  a friend  to  Sobiefki,  becaufe 
he  loved  his  country  (a),  rofe  up,  and  endeavoured 
to  put  an  end  to  this  ftate  of  uncertainty : **  If  in 
“ our  choice  of  a King,  faid  he,  we  were  to  be  de- 
“ termined*  by  appearances  only,  it  would  be  nearly 
“ equal  whether  we  chofe  the  Prince  of  Lortain,  or 
“ the  Prince  of  Newburg : both  of  them  have  blof-  >• 

“ fems  to  (hew,  but  it  js  fruit  that  we  want}  and 
“ upon  this  footing  I would  give  my  fuffrage  to  the  _ 

**  great  Conde,  were  it  not,  that  fruit,  which  is  toa 
ripe,  is  on  the  point  of  decaying.  I defpife/  as  - 
“ yop  do,  the  infamous  libel  which  was  levelled  at 
“ his  reputation  in  thelaft  ele&ion,  and  dwell  only  . 

upon  what  is  obvious  and  ftriking.  Sobielki,  in 
*-  propofing  him,  cpnfiders  only  his  heroic  qualities.  - : 

“ As  for  myfelf,  I attend  to  his  age,  his  infirmities, 

“ and  the  habits  he  has  formed.  He  is  accuftomed 
“ to- another  climate,  to  another  way  of.  making 
“ war*  to  other  cuftoms,  other  manners,  and  other  ; 

‘‘  laws.  He  knows  nothing,  either  of  our  language}  ‘ 
or  our  liberty } and  has  no  idea  but  of  that  arbi- 
“ trary  form  of  government  under  which  he  has  -: 
<clived  folong.  It  is  too  late  for  him,  under  .gray  . 
f*  hairs,  and  in  that  ftate  of  incapacity  which  is  ad- . 
tr  vancing  faft  upon  him,  to- acquire : a new  body 
‘‘  and  a new  foul.  His  life  will*  be  worn  out  before 
he  has  made  himfdf  mafter  of  any  portion  of  that 
knowledge  which  he  muft  neceflfarily  have,  in  or- 
»*  ~der  to  govern  us  well.  Once  more  be  it  ‘obferv- 
**  that  Sobielki  confiders  only  that  blaze  of 
«*"  glory  which  gilds  over  the  ruins  of  this  hero ; but 

(a)  His  grand- daughter,  a worthy  defcendant  of  this  great 
pian,  is  married  in  France  to  the  Prince  of  Talmont. 
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‘ is  his  forgetting  himfclf  a reafon  for  our  following 

**  his  example  ? Sobieflci  is  in  perfon  before  your 
**  eyes.  His  age,  his  health,  his  vigour,-  his  ta- 
**  lents,  and  his  fortune,  all  fpeak  loudly  in  his 
behalf.  He  was  born  in  the  fame  country,  and 
educated  in  the  fame  principles  and  ftntiments 
f‘  wi.h  yourfelves.  You  have  often  profited  by  his 
“ fuperior  abilities  in  the  ienate  and  the  diet ; and 
have  repeatedly  been  led  to  vidory  under  his  au- 
“ fpices.  He  has  fupported  the  crown  of  Poland, 

“ and  will  know  how  to  -wear  it.  By  looking' out 
**  for  a King  among  foreigners,  do  you  mean  to 
**  have  it  faid,  that  Poland  produces  no  heroes  of 
“ it’s  own  ? By  chufing  out  of  fovoreign  families!, 

“ we  have  more  than  once  brought  ruin  upotj 
“ our  country.  You  are  difeharged  of  all  -obtiga- 
“ tions  towards  Queen  Eleonora,  by  her  refilling  - 
“ the  hufband  that  was  offered  her ; but  you  are 
“ Hill  bound  to  your  country,  whole  welfare  de- 
“ pends  upon  your  choice  of  Sobiefki.” 

Jablonowlki’s  harangue  contained  without  quef- 
tion  many  truths ; but  there  were  in  it  feveral  ex- 
tremely ralh  aflertions.  The  hero,  whom  he  paint, 
ed  in  a ftate  of  imbecility  and  exhauftednefs,  fought 
this  very  year  the  battle  of  Senef,  in  which  he  was 
hurried  away  by  his  impetuofity  to  expofe  his  own 
life  and  that  of  his  foldiers  more  than  upon  any  other 
occafion-,  and  though  feverely  tormented  with  the 
gout,  he  would  fain  have  renewed  the  battle  the 
next  day ; “ but  there  was  no  one,  except  himfelf, 
“ lays  an  officer  who  was  prelent,  that  had  any  fto- 
“ mach  left  for  fighting.*’ 

Scarce  had  Jablonowlki-done  fpeaking,  when  five 
Palatinates,  that  is  to  fay,  their  deputies.  Cartel  Ians, 
Palatines,  and  many  other  nobles  cried  out,  Sobiejki 
for  ever •,  we  will  all  perijh  together , or  have  him  for 
pur  King.  The  Palatinate  of  Rulfia,  which  was  Sor 
bielki’s  native  country,  diftinguilhed  itfelf  by  it’s 

8 zeal 


Digitized  by  Google 


in 


KIN  6of  POLAND.  2Q 

jo eal  above  the  reft;  and  before  the  end  of  the  day  Y' 
the  acclamation  became  general  among  the  Poles ; 
but  the  Lithuanians  were  extremely  averfe  to  this 
choice.  The  two  Pa^’s  qu  itted  the  affembly  abrupt* 
ly  with  their  friends,  to  enter,  before  the  regifter  of 
the  chancery,  a proteft  againft  the  election  as  not  be- 
ing unanimous.  The  crown  continued  in  this  ftate" 
of  fufpence  during  the  fucceeding  night,  which  was 
fpent  in  agitation  and  difcord.  Jablonowiki  and  the 
Interrex  did  all  they  could  to  unite  the  fuffrages. 

They  applied  in  particular  to  a French  lady,  Elizabeth 
Clara  de  Mailly,  wife  of  the  Grand-Chancellor  Paz; 
but  Ihe  refufed  to  abandon  the  interefts  of  Queen 
Eleonora,  to  whom  fhe  was  lady  of  the  bed  cham- 
ber, after  having  held  the  fame  office  under  Queen 
Louifa,  who  brought  her  into  Poland.  It  was  faid 
Upon  this  occalion,  that  women  are  fometimes  cap- 
able of  great  fteadinefs.  The  two  Paz’s,  after  having 
fpent  the  whole  night  to  no  purpofe  in  contriving  me- 
thods of  making  the  election  mifcarry,  and  reflecting 
upon  the  inferiority  of  their  number,  and  the  dan- 
ger that  might  attend  their  pbftinacy,  appeared  again 
in  the  field  of  election  on  the  1 9th  of  May ; and  So- 
bielki,  by  unanimous  confcnt,  was  proclaimed  King. 

The  faint  and  languid  pleafure  of  a King,  who  reigns 
by  right  of  blood,  is  not  to  be  .compared  with  that 
of  a King,  who  is  made  fo  by  the  election  of  a free 
people,  conferring  the  crown  upon  the  objeCt  of  it’s 
Jove  and  efteem.  1 

Never  did  the  nation  difcover  more  joy  than  upon 
this  occafion.  The  fenate,  the  equeftrian  order,  the 
army  and  the  people,  conducted  the  new  King  with 
pivil  and  military  pomp,  with  the  roar  of  cannon 
and  repeated  acclamations,  to  the  great  church  of 
St.  John,  to  return  thanks  to  God,  who  had  often 
been  thanked  at  the  fame  altar  for  Kings  that  he  had 
given  in  his  anger:  but  the  Poles  now  flattered 
themlcjves  they  had  got  a good  one. 

Sobiefki’s 
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Sqbielki’s  elevation  to  the  throve  was  attributed 
throughout  all  France,  except  in  the  cabinet  of Ver* 
failles,  to  the  power  of  Lewis  XIV.  and  the  intrigues 
of  hj$  Ambalfador  Forbin-  Bat  this  opinion  is  con*  • 
Coted  by  thp  following  faft.  As  loon  as  the  five  firft ' 
Palatinates,  cried  out,  SobieJH  fof  ever,  the  Baron' 
de  Boham  galjcroed  away  full  fpeed  to  the  garden 
of  the  Cafimir-F^lace,  where  the  Grand-Marfhalefs 
then  was,  to  carry  her  this  good  news.  Forbin,  who 
was  then  giving  her  his  hand,  faid  to  her,  that  if  it 
ended  lo,  he  queftioned  much  whether  his  mafter- 
woujd  be  pjeafed.  Pleafed  or  not  pleafed,  anfwered  u 
file,  who  is  there  that  would  refufe  a feeptre  ? For-- 
bin’s  inftrudtions  related  only  to  the  Prince  of  New- 
burg  •,  and  he  carpe  too  late  to  form  another  cabal. 
He  had  only  three  days  before  the  decifive  hour  ; and 
it  is  impolfible  in  Poland,  more  than  in  any  other 
place,  to  gain  fo  many  perfons  in  fo  Ihort  a time. 
The  moll  effectual  feryice  that  France  did  to  So- 
bielki,  without  intending  it,  was  difconcerting  all 
Prince  Charles’s  ipeafpres,  who  was  fo  provoked  at 
this  treatment,  that,  though  he  was  naturally  dif- 
creet  and  moderate,  he  fwore  he  would  be  revenged  ; 
of  Lewis  XIV.  and  he  had  opportunities  in  procef? 
of  time  to  keep  his  word.  Of  ajl  Sobielki’s  parti-  • 
fans  the  moll  ferviceable  to  him  was  Jablonowfki  $ 
but  his  own  merit  was  Hill  more  fo.  Whoever  af- 
fumes  the  office  of  an  Ambalfador,  mull  bid  adieu  T 
to  truth.  They  all  telllfied  to  the  new  King,  and  • 
even  the  Ambalfador  from  Vienna  amongft  the  reft,  • 
the  fatisfaftion  their  mailers  would  receive  from  this'1 
eledlion.  _ 

While  all  Warfaw  was  filled  with  rejoicing.  Queen 
Eleonora  was  lick  out  of  mere  convenience.  The7' 
new  King  paid  her  a vifit;  but  this  King  was  not' 
Prjnce  Charles,  and  the  throne  mull  be  refigned  to  ' 
Mary  d’Arquien.  Eleonora’s  creatures  in  the  fenatc 
attempted  inftantly  to  avenge  her  caufe,  and  perhaps 
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to  give  Sobiefki  a diftafte  to  the  throne  before  he  yva$  ? 
featod  in  it.  With  this  view,  they  drew  up  the  fac- 
ta cmxxnta  in  terms  which  confined  the  expences  of 
the  King’s  houlhold  and  the  royal  authority,  within 
narrower  limits  than  had  anciently  been  fet  to 
them  (a), 

Sobiefki  few  the  fiiare  that  was  laid  for  him,  and 
avoided  it  by  exerting  a noble  fpirit  of  difinterefted- 
nefe  which. always  fucceeds  with  great  men.  “ You 
.«  have  chofen  me,  fays  he,  for  your  King,  but  the 
**  work  is  not  yet  compleated  j and  I am  ftill  in  a 
“ Hate  of.  hefitation.  The  republic  has  not  yet  de- 
W livered  to  me  the  inftrument  of  election,  nor 
have  I yet  accepted  it  in  that  folemn  form  which 
“ ratifies  the  whole  tranfadion : and  therefore,  if 
f*  you  lhew  a diftruft  of  me,  by  laying  fetters  upon 
**  me,  which'  my  predeceffors  would  have  refilled, 
f*  I rejed  them  and  the  crown  together.” 

This  generous  behaviour  flopped  the  mouths  of 
thefe  difturbers  ; and  the  fifth  of  June  was  deftiried 
for  tying  the  knot  between  the  King  and  the  repub- 
lic, by  the  formal  delivery  of  the  inftrument  of  elec- 
tion, and  it’s  acceptation  on  the,  King’s  part.  But 
there  arofe,  a few  days  before  the.time,  a frelh  ftorm 
which  made  him  (hake  upon  that  throne,  where  he 
was  yctfcarce  feated.  The  fame  turbulent  Ipirits  dif-  .. 
puted  the  validity  of  the  eledion  ; alledging  that  the 
grand-dutphy  of  Lithuania  hadfhewna  manifefl  dif- 
fcnt  i that  Sobiefki,  before  he  was  eleded,  had  pro- 
mifed  to  pay  the  army  for  fix  months;  and  that,  af- 
ter his  eledion,  he  retraded  his  promife. 

Jablonowiki  and  the  Interrex,  at  the  head  of  all 
thole  who  loved  peace  and.their  country,  anfwered 
pa  the  firft  article,  that  the  diffent  of  the  grand- dutchy 
pf  Lithuania  confirmed  the  eledion  inftead  of  invali-  . 
dating  it,  fince  that  diflent  had  been  withdrawn  by  a . 


( a)  Zalulki,  tom;  i.  p.  548. 


ffee 


• ?S74/ 


Digitized  by  Google 


104  HISTORY  of  JOHN  SOBIESKI 

Y.  *<74*  free  and  deliberate  acceffion  j that  < Michad’sefadHojn 
had  been  held  valid,  notwitbftanding  the  violence 
that  had  been  made  ufe  of  to  bring  k about,  and 
though  the  ienate  yielded  at  h&  with  no  ether  view 
than  to  avoid  difturbing  the  republic. 

The  other  objedion,  though  of  lels  weight,  was 
not  (o  eafy  to  get  rid  of.  It  was  tree,  that  Sobieilri, 
before  he  was  elected,  had  psomifed  to  maintain  the 
army  at  his  own  expence  for  fix  months ; but  after 
the  election,  he  had  examined  into  the  ftate  of  hit 
affairs,  and  found  it  impolfible  to  keep  his  promife. 
“ If  his  defign  had  heen  to  deceive  you,  faid  Jabio- 
**  nowfld,  he  needed  only  to  have  let  you  continue 
“ in  this  hope,  without  folfilling  his  engagements  ? 
“ and  how  could  you  have  forced  him  to  it,  when  the 
“ feeptre  (hould  be  firmly  fettled  in  his  hands?  On 
“ the  contrary,  he  tells  you  frankly,  I have  deceived 
<c  myfelf ; my  finances  are  not  adequate  to  fuch  an 
“ expence ; and  if  this  condition  be  abfolutely  nc- 
“ ceffary  in  order  to  wear  your  crown,  I can  Only 
**  thank  you,  and  return  it  to  you  again.  Let  us 
“ not,  countrymen,  be  outdone  by  him  in  gene- 
fl  rofity.  You  had  a hundred  reafons,  of  which  it 
“ is  hard  to  lay  which  was  the  ftrongeft,  for  de- 
“ throning  your  late  King  Michael  •,  and  yet  you 
did  not  do  it.  Can  you  think  then  of  annulling 
“ a lawful  eledion,  for  fo  trivial  a caufe,  and  de- 
**  priving  yourfelves  of  fo  great  a king  ? What  he 
“ now  promifes,  upon  maturer  deliberation,  he  will 
“ affuredly  perform.  It  is  part  of  the  fwHaconventa 
“ which  he  is  to  fwear  to  before  you  all,  that  he 
M will  pay  out  of  his  houlhold  revenue  the  penfion 
you  affign  to  King  Michael's  widow } that  he  will 
“ redeem,  out  of  his  private  income,  the  jewels  of 
“ the  crown  that  have  been  mortgaged  } will  found  a 
a military  academy  for  the  young  nobility,  and 
“ ered  two  forts  in  whatever  place  and  manner  the 
“ republic  (hall  dired.” 
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The  face,  of  the  republic  aflutned  at  laft  an  air  of 
fttenity  and  peace;  and  every  thing  being  really 
quiet,  or  at  laft  turning  to  be  fa,  the  new  King  re- 
ceived in  form  the  inftrumentof  election  in  the  fame 
gre^t  church  to  which  he  was  conduced  upon  quit- 
ting  the  field  of  ele&ioru 

It  is  cuftomary  for  one  part  of  this  folemnity  to 
coafift  in  an  harangue,  which  always  places  the  new 
King  above  all  that  have  ever  preceded  him.  The 
ataeor,  according  to  the  ufageof  the  country,  made 
an  aukward  mixture  of  facred  and  profane  learning. 
The  following  extract  from  his  difeourfe  may  give 
fome  idea  of  the  ftrain  of  the  Poliflyeloquence.  His 
harangue  was  delivered  in  a church  dedicated  to  $/, 
John, 

■ 44  As  St.  John  anciently  prepared  the  way  be' 
“ fore  the  Meffias,  fo  the  republic,  by  deliver- 
44  ing  the  diploma  ef  royalty  to  John  Sobiefki, 
44  prepares  the.  way  before  her  Lord,  whofe  name 
44  is  John.  The  virgin  Mary  bkffed  John  in  hi» 
44  mother’s  womb;  and  Queen  Louifa  Maria,  wife 
44  of  Cafimir,  heaped  bleffings  upon  King  John, 
44  by  marrying  him  to  Mary  d’Arquien,  that  ocean 
44  of  angelical  qualities.  The  republic  was  deceived 
44  in  the  former  ele&ion  by  chafing  Michael ; but 
44  it  now  correds  tint  error  by  taking  John.  John 
•Vis  a name  of  grace  which  will  re-eftablifh  military 
44 ' difeipline  and  the  fortune  of  Poland.  The  Molda- 
44 . vians  and  Walachians  have  paid  homage  to  John, 
44  and  taught  us  to  worftiip  him  ourfelves  as  the  Sa- 
44  viour  of  all  Chriftendom.  The  fun  generally  ap- 
44  pears  when  the  clouds  are  gone,  but  frequently 
44  produces  others.  The  new  fun,  which  rifes  in  our 
44  horizon,  promifes  us  bread  and  not  thunder.  We 
44  have  waited  for  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  feaft  of 
44 . Pentecoft,  and  have  received  him  in  the  perfon  of 
44  John.  On  the  lame  day  that  the  church  celebrates 
“ the  feftival  of  God  our  Saviour  concealed  under 
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V,  ^674.  “ the  form  of  .bread,  behold  we  chufe  ourfelves  arid-' 
“ ther  Saviour  under  the  figure  of  a mam  It  was 
«*  on  a Saturday*  the  eve  of  the  feaft  of  the  Triqi- 
“ ty,  that  we  all  concurred  in  ele&ing  Job*\  who 
“ is  alfo  a Trinity  himfelf,  being  our fony  our^f#- 
“ tber,  and  out  King.  It  is  not  merely  by  chance 
“ that  the  election  was  delayed  till  the  time  of  thefe 
“ great  feftivals.  That  of  the  Trinity  indicates 
“ that  the  family  of  John . will  reign  at  Icaft  three 
“ hundred  years : God  grant  it  may  be  three  thou- 
“ land ! It  is  the  feed  of  Jacob  which  (hall  never  he 
“ extinfr,  but  be  for  ever  a bleffing  to  the  repub- 
“ lie,  &c.  (a).  , 

It  Ihould  be  obferVed,-  that  k was  not  a Monk  who' 
talked  in  this  manner,  but  Gninjki , Palatine  of 
Culm,  who  had  himfelf  the  happinefs  of  bearing 
the  name  of  John.  It  muft  not  however  be  imagim 
ed,  that  the  Pcdilh  eloquence  always  runs  in  this 
ftrain.  There  are  illuftrious  inftances  to  the  contra* 
ry,  where  panegyric  is  not  concerned,  and  particu- 
larly in  defence  of  liberty ; for  upon  fuch  occafions 
every  free  man,  who  is  born  with  any  talents,  is  aim 
mated  with  the  fame  fpirit  that  infpifed  Cicero  and 
Demofthenes.  The  PoKlh  orators  are  often  feized 
With  this  enthufiafm,  but  they  are  too  ape  toiweil 
Into  bombaft.  Upon  the  prefent  occafion,  they  were 
not  contented  wkh  bare  panegyric,  but  produced  La- 
tin prophecies  concerning  all  the  Kings  of  Poland, 
paft  and  future,  of  equal  value  wkh  thofe  of  St.  Ma- 
laccas concerning  the  Popes.  The  oracle  which 
related  to  Sobieflci,  was  Manus  Congregatorum,  the 
hand,  or  ftrength,  of  afiemblies,  with  the  letter  j, 
which  feemed  to  be  a defignation  of  his  name  jfpbq. 
Several  Polilh  nobles,  whole  name  was  Jamei,^l iad 
flattered  themfelves  that  the  oracle  meant  them/.  ' 
Sobieflci,  at  the  time  of  his  eledion,  wasforty.-fiye 
years  old*,  an  age  equally  diftant  from  the  heat  of 
(a)  Zaluftj,  tom,  i.  p.  548. 
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youthful  paffions,  and  the  cold  of  decrepit  age,-  toheh 
aH  the  talents  difplay  themfelves  in  full  luftre:  and 
If  the  throne  were  to  be  given  to  the  advantages  of 
figure,  he  would  have  deferved  it  in  this  view  alfo. 
A tall  and  graceful  perfon,  a full  face,  regular  fea- 
tures, an  aquiline  nofe,  eyes  full  of  fire,  a frank  and 
open  countenance,  made  up  his  pifture.  He  had 
nOt  yet  that  bulkinefs  of  body,  which  in  time  made 
him  lefs  graceful ; he  had  only  that  plumpnefs,  which 
indicates  vigorous  health,  and  fuits  fo  well  with  the 
Polifh  habit.  He  derived  from  nature  that  majeftic 
air,  with  which  courtiers  compliment  every  fovereigri. 
He  took  the  appellation  of  John  III.  a name  which 
the  two  Kings,  who  had  borne  it  before  him*  had 
done  no  honour  to. 

. John  Albert , grandfon  of  the  great  JageUon , is 
known  only  for  ill-contrived  proje&s,  fuccefslefs 
wart,  impriident  treaties,  and  betrayed  allies  j a weak, 
and  indolent  Prince,  who  lay  open  to  every  prejudice, 
and  faw  only  frith  the  eyes  of  others.  His  preceptor 
Buona-Corft , better, known  by  the  name  of  Callima- 
chus, that  Greek  poet  whom  he  fo  little  refembled, 
corrupted  ahd  enflaved  his  mind  from  his  very  in- 
fancy,' and  in  effedt  reigned  for  him. 

We  have  feen  that  the  other  John,  Jobn-Cafimir , 
Was  never  more  properly  difpofed  of,  than  when  he 
did  himfelf  juftice  by  refigning  a kingdom  to  poflefs 
an  abbey  . 

; 'John  III.  extremely  different  from  the  two  former, 
though  he  was  not  of  royal  blood,  had  a royal  foul. 
He  was  fcarce  feated  upon  the  throne,  when  them 
was  a pedigree  formed  for  him,  at  which  he  himfelf 
was  aftonifhed,  but  which  he  fuffered  thofe  to  believe, 
who  were  difpofed  to  it.  His  origin  was  pointedout 
to  him  in  Duke  L$/ko  HI.  about  the  beginning  of  the 
ninth  century,  before  Poland  was  governed  by  Kings. 
Tins  Lefko  had  a fon  named  Sobkjlas,  who  pofiefled 
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the  (bvereignty  of  Bohemia ; and  nothing  Could  btf 
more  natural  than  to  derive  Sobiejki  from  Schiqflas. 

The  Queen  too  had  the  fatisfaCtion  of  feeing  hef 
genealogical  tree  grow  very  faft.  It’s  root  was  fix- 
ed in  Hugh  Capet , from  whence  it  fpread  ic*s  branches 
into  the  houie  of  La  Grange  d'  Arquien.  But  Mary 
was  pofiefied  of  more  (olid  advantages,  an  elegant 
fhape,  a majeftic  air,  a fine  complexion,  fparkling 
eyes,  a (lately  look,  a great  deal  of  wit;  only  (he 
was  perhaps  a little  too  artful. 

The  Auftrian  Queen  forgave  her  all  this,  and 
even  her  genealogy  *,  but  could  not  forgive  the  lofc 
of  the  throne,  the  lullre  of  which  could  for  the  fb- 
ture  only  give  her  pain.  A few  months  after,  (he' 
retired  into  Silefia,  by  the  direction  of  the  Emperor 
hef  brother.  This  retreat  was  concealed  at  firft  un- 
der the  pretence  of  a journey,  that  (he  might  not 
lofe  her  Settlement}  .for,  by  the  laws  of  Poland, 
whoever  enjoys  any  advantages  from  the  public,  muft 
be  an  inhabitant  of  the  kingdom.  But,  though  (he 
had  loft  the  throne,  (he  (till  preferved  Prince  Charles, 
whom  (he  married  in  1678;  and  if  love  could  make 
' amends  to  ambitious  minds,  Eleonora  might  have 
been  fully  fatisfied. 

The  new  Queen,  though  her  ambition  had  been 
So  amply  gratified,  was  yet  eagerly  defirous  of  a fur- 
ther objeCt.  The  King  was  contented  with  having 
deferved  the  crown,  but  (he  was  impatient  to  try  it 
on.  To  hereditary  Kings,  the  coronation  is  a mere 
ceremony,  which  adds  nothing  to  the  authority  they 
derive  from  their  birth  ; but  to  eleSHve  Princes,  it  is 
a folemn  and-neceffary  aCt  which  puts  them  in  pofief- 
fefiion  of  the  exercife  of  fovereign  power.  The  in- 
terval between  the  election  and  coronation  is  a conti- 
nuation of  the  interregnum.  Which  (till  leaves  the  go- 
vernment in  the  hands  of  the  Primate.  The  new 
King  dates  his  reign  only  from  the  day  when  he  is 
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frowned,  and  his  hands  are  fo  tied  up*  that  he  can-  y.  1674. 
hot  fign  himfelf  King,  without  adding  ele£i. 

N otwithftandirtg  lb  many  difadvantages,  which  So- 
bieflti  might  have  put  an  end  to  with  a fingle  word,  he 
was  more  in  hafte  to  avenge  his  country,  than  to  reign 
over  it.  He  had  gained  the  crown  folely  by  his  me- 
rit, and  he  now  deferred  his  coronation  to  give  up 
himfelf  entirely  to  the  war  againft  the  Turks.  The 
republic  repaid  this  aft  of  generofity  with  another ; 
for  the  law  was  broke  thro’  on  this  occafion,  and  he 
was  authorized  to  date  his  reign  from  the  day  of  his 
cleftion,  to  decide  peace  and  war,  to  publilh  univer- 
fals  under  his  privy  leal  for  the  affembling  of  the 
diets  and  the  Pofpolitein  cafe  of  neceflity.  He  was 
alio  permitted  to  lend  dilpatches  to  foreign  Courts 
under  the  lame  leal,  and  to  fill  up  vacant  offices. 

That  of  Grand-Mafter  was  one,  the  ftaff  being  to  be 
laid  down  by  him,  as  Ibon  as  he  took  up  the  fceptre. 

We  have  feen  that  King  Cafimir,  by  an  unexampled 
ftretch  of  his  private  authority,  had  taken  it  from 
Lubomirlki  to  give  it  Sobielki;  who  now  did  an  aft 
of  juftice  and  policy  together,  by  reftoring  it  to  the 
fon,  who  deferyed  it.  By  this  means  he  recovered 
the  alienated  affeftions  of  a man,  who  might  have 
inltilled  his  difcontent  into  others.  The  Primacy* 
the  firft  place  in  the  republic,  was  alfo  vacant  ( a Jv 
Andrew  Tfzebilki  had  done  the  bufinefs  of  that  of- 
fice in  the  interregnum ; and  having  contributed  not 
a little  to  Sobielki’s  eleftion,  had  reafon  to  expeft 
the  King  would  now  acknowledge  his  fervices.  But 
this  dignity  was  conferred  upon  Andrew  Olfowlki* 
Biihop  of  Culm,  and  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  king- 
dom, a man  whofe  diftinguifhed  abilities  as  a ftatef- 
man  had  been  tried  in  two  reigns  and  two  interregna. 

It  appears  that  upon  this  occafion  the  new  King  mads 
gratitude  give  way  to  merit,  at  the  fame  time  that 

(a)  Lengnich.  p.  247, 
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v.  1674.  declined  the  pomp  of  a coronation  for  the  good 
of  his  country. 

He  made  alfo  another  facrifice  which  muft  have 
coft  him  a great  deal.  He  was  born  with  a warm  con- 
ftitution,  was  eminent  for  gallantry  as  well  as  valour, 
and  had  had  more  than  one  miftrefs.  His  prefent 
favourite,  who  had  engrofied  for  three  years  the  love 
which  he  ufed  to  fcatter  with  fome  profufion  among 
the.  whole  fex,  was  fo  much  ip  his  good  graces  that 
he  had  fworn  to  her  an  eternal  pafliori.  But  this  oath 
was  taken  only  by  a private  (nan  : when  he  became  a 
King,  and  confequently  an  example  to  his  fubjedts, 
he  thought  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  break  it,  and  he 
was  rewarded  for  it  during  the  whole  remainder  of 
his  life;  for  the  Queen,  who  had  hitherto  connived 
at  his  tranfitory  amours,  would  now  put  up  with  it 
no  longer,  for  fear  a miftrefs  fhould  ppftefs  the  influ- 
ence of  a Queen.  To  form  an  idea  of  the  uneafi- 
nefs  which  the  humours  of  fo  haughty  a Princefs, 
who  had  not  yet  loft  all  her  beauty,  would  have  con- 
ftantly  given  him,  it  fhould  be  obferved,  that  though 
fuperior  to  the  herd  of  Kings  in  the  cabinet  and  in 
the  field,  he  was  upon  a level  with  the  humbled  ci- 
tizen in  his  love  of  domeftic  peace ; and  that  any 
cloud  which  threatened  him  in  that  quarter,  difturbed 
him' more  than  the  enemy. 

Mahomet  had  no  defign  of  avenging  this  year  the 
defeat  of  Choczin.  Cuprogli  was  lately  dead ; and 
fome  of  the  laft  words  that  he  fpoke,  fixing  his  eyes 
upon  the  Alcoran,  were  thefe:  Prophet , IJhall foon 
fee  whether  thy  words  are  true  •,  but  be  they  true  or  falfe, 
I am  Jure  oj  being  happy,  if  virtue  be  the  beft  of  all 
religions.  The  death  of  this  great  man  left  the  Ot- 
toman Empire  in  a ftate  of  languor  j and  John- 
thought  it  a favourable  opportunity  to  reap  the  fruits 
of  his  victory.  His  firft  objedt  was  to  recover  the 
Ukraine  : the  Coflacks  had  given  thcmfelves  to  the 
lurks  in  a mere  fit  of  defpair ; and  they  already  felt 
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the  weight  of  this  new  yoke ; but  they  feared  ftill  y.  1674. 
more  to  return  to  their  former  matters.  The  gover- 
nors of  the  world,  by  refufing  to  liften  to  penitent 
rebels,  and  by  infli&ing  punifhments  after  having 
promifed  forgivenefs,  have  found  out  the  art  of  mak- 
ing revolts  perpetual.  The  Coflacks  would  not  ven- 
ture to  make  trial  of  the  King’s  clemency ; but  be- 
ing informed  that  he  was  marching  againft  them, 
and  that  Mahomet  did  not  arm  in  their  defence, 
they  looked  out  for  a third  matter ; and  fled  by 
troops  to  the  Ruffian  territories,  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Boryfthenes  (a).  It  was  upon  the  banks  of  this 
river  that  the  Swedes  laid  down  their  arms,  while 
.Charles  XII.  wounded  and  vanquifhed,  after  fo  many 
victories,  took  refuge  among  the  Turks. 

Mahomet  however  fent  an  order  to  the  Cham  of 
Tartary  to  defend  the  Ukraine  with  all  his  forces, 
upon  pain  of  incurring  the  difpleafure  of  the  fublime 
Porte, 

Paz,  with  his  Lithuanians,  joined  the  Poliffi  ar- 
my in  the  beginning  of  September.  His  equal  and 
his  rival  was  now  become  his  King ; but  the  majetty 
of  the  monarch  did  not  humble  the  pride  of  the  fub- 
jeft.  Paz  ordered  a drum-major  of  his  army  to  be 
hanged,  for  daring  to  beat  the  General  by  the  King’s 
order,  without  waiting  for  his.  Hard  at  all  times  is 
the  fate  of  inferiors  who  come  in  the  way  of  two  con- 
tending powers!  John  took  no  notice  of  the  affront. 
Whether  he  did  right  or  wrong,  his  conduft  was 
approved  by  the  Senators,  whd  were'  then  in  the  ar- 

(a)  The  head  of  this  river,  how  called  Nl-per  or  Dri  ver, 
was  not  known  in  Herodotus's  time,  (book  4.  chap.  53.)  but  his 
fince  been  difcovered  in  Mufcovire  Ruflia,  letueen  Wclock  and 
Olefchno.  Herodotus  reprefents  k as  navigable  throughout,  and 
therefore  muft  have  known  nothing  of  tiie  thirteen  Falls  call- 
ed Porc-ivis,  which  the  Cohacks  and  the  Coiiack-.  only,  venture' 
to  pa’fs  in  Canoes  j and  when  they  have  fucctedtd,  make  a feaft 
upon  Millet.  The  Nieper  difeharges  itfelf  into  the  Black  Sea. 
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Y-  i674'  my,  becaufe  they  had  need  of  Paz.  The  King  gave 
up  his  own  refentment  to  the  republic ; and  exceed- 
ed the  promile  he  made  at  his  election,  for  he  paid 
the  troops  with  his  own  money  during  this  whole 
campaign,  and  entered  the  Ukraine  at  the  head  of 
between  thirty  and  thirty- five  thoufand  men.  Se- 
veral places,  fuch  as  2?ar,  Nimirow , and  Kdlnik , fur- 
rendered  at  the  firing  of  the  firft  cannon.  Pavoloc , 
which  was  garriloned  only  with  Cofiacks,  pre- 
pared for  a vigorous  refiftance.  But  fome  prifoners 
being  taken  in  a fally,  the  King  gave  them  cloaths 
and  money,  and  fent  them  back  into  the  town  with 
letters,  advifing  the  befieged  not  to  expofe  them- 
felves  to  the  laft  extremities,  and  promifing  them,  upon 
the  word  of  a King  and  the  word  of  Scbiejki , to  detain 
none  of  thofe  who  had  a mind  to  go  over  to  Dorof- 
cenflco.  The  effedt  of  this  was  the  furrendry  of  the 
town,  and  the  Monarch’s  clemency  induced  them 
al^  to  continue  in  the  Polifh  fervice.  . By  this  hu- 
mane condudt  towards  his  rebellious  fubjedb,  John 
fpared  a great  deal  of  Coflack  and  Polilh  blood ; 
for,  notwithftanding  his  being  a king,  he  let  fome 
Value  on  the  lives  of  men.  A miftaken  zeal  for  re- 
ligion (which  was  a common  evil  in  Poland)  did  in- 
deed fometimes  make  him  behave  cruelly  to  infidels, 
who  do  not,  however,  upon  that  account,  lofe  either 
the  nature  of  men,  or  the  relation  of  brethren.  The 
Cham,  with  a hundred  thoufand  Tartars,  contented 
himfclf  with  ccafting  and  harrafling  the  Polilh  army, 

• but  would  not  venture  a battle. 

Human,  the  largeft  and  moft  populous  town  in 
the  Ukraine  was  in  daily  expectation  of  it’s  fate.  It 
contained  near  twenty  thoufand  inhabitants,  and  a 
numerous  garrifon  ; but  John  befieged  and  took  it 
in  the  Cham’s  prefence,  and  to  Ihew  his  contempt 
of  th.e  Tartar,  divided  his  army  in  order  to  carry  on 
different  operations  at  the  fame  time ; for  the  froft 
and  fnow  gave  intimations  that  no  time  was  to  be 
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loft.  Jablonowfki  made  himfelf  m after  of  every  y.  1674. 
place  in  his  way  that  made  any  refiftance.  Korefki 
penetrated  as  far  as  Kafkow,  a place  upon  the  fron- 
tiers of  Tartary,  which  he  took  pofieffion  of.  Paz 
drove  the  Tartars  before  him,  routed  all  their  fmall 
parties,  and  favoured  by  this  means. all  the  attempts 
of  the  army but  his  zeal  cooled  at  laft,  and  he 
took  the  road  to  Lithuania,  contrary  to  the  promife 
which  he  had  given  the  King  (a).  It  is  true,  the 
winter  was  extremely  fevere,  the  fatigue  continual, 
and  provi lions  difficult  to  be  got ; but  it  was  not  his 
patience  that  failed  upon  this  occafion,  for  Paz 
was  a foldier  as  well  as  a General.  He  had  reafons 
for  chufing  to  be  dependent  on  himfelf  only and 
his  antipathy  had  acquired  new  ftrength,  fince  his 
rival’s  advancement  to  the  throne.  The  reader 
fhould  not  forget  that  in  Poland  the  authority  of  the 
King  is  binding  only  to  a certain  degree : the  Grand- 
General  fcarce  feels  it  at  all. 

Had  it  not  been  for  this  defedion,  the  King 
would  have  completed  the  conqueft  of  the  Ukraine, 
a country  which  had  been  a fcene  of  (laughter  for 
thirty  years  together.  The  Primate  wrote  to  him, 

“ That  the  annals  of  Poland  could  furnifti  no  in- 
“ ftanceoffuch  a divifion,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
u King  himfelf-,  that  it  was  a crime  of  the  moft  hor- 
“ rid  nature  and  moft  fatal  confequences;  that  if  the 
“ Lithuanian  army  did  not  return  to  it’s  duty,  the 
“ commander  and  the  colonels  ought  to  be  proceed- 
“ ed  againft,  and  tried,  according  to  law ; and  that 
“ he  flattered  himfelf  every  good  citizen  would 
“ unite  in  avenging  the  injury  done  to  the  King,  the 
**  regal  dignity,  and  the  republic  (b)” 

If  John  had  been  born  to  the  throne,  he  would 
probably  have  embraced  the  (evere  meafures  which 
the  Primate  recommended  •,  but  he  himfelf  had  for. 

(a)  Lnegnich.  p.  247.  Zalufki,  p.  54$, 

(b)  Zalufki,  tom.  i.  p.  133,  645, 
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y.  1674.  merly  been  engaged  in  a reparation  much  like  the 
prefent,  excepting  only  that  King  Michael  did  not 
command  in  perlon  when  he  was  deferted.  He  re- 
collected the  time  of  his  profcriptioft,  when  he  was 
upon  the  point  of  Ihedding  the  blood  of  his  fellow- 
fubjccts,  and  perhaps  of  the  King  hitafelf.  He 
knew  therciore,  by  his  own  experience,  the  danger 
of  driving  the  commander  of  an  army  to  extremities. 
He  chofe  to  trull  to  time  and  mild  meafures  j and  if 
his  moderation  did  not  get  the  better  of  Paz’s  inflexi- 
bility, he  at  lead  avoided  coming  to  blows  with  him, 
which  mud  have  given  great  advantages  to  the 
enemy. 

The  King,  being  no  longer  able  to  keep  the  field 
with  the  remnant  of  his  forces,  diftributed  them 
among  the  conquered  places  : as  for  himfelf,  indead 
of  going  to  mix  with  his  court  in  the  pleafures  of 
Warfaw,  he  fixed  his  winter  quarters  at  Braclaw,  a 
place  that  every  one  dreaded.  It  was  a town,  fitu» 
ated  upon  the  Bog,  that  had  been  taken  and  facked 
by  the  Turks  in  1672.  A tradefman  of  Warfaw 
would  have  thought  himfelf  inconveniently  lodged  in 
the  houfe  which  his  Prince  inhabited.  The  mod 
common  provifions  were  very  fcarce ; and  the  horfes 
were  forced  to  feed  upon  the  draw  that  was  ftrip- 
ed  from  the  neighbouring  hovels.  The  King  expe- 
' rienced  the  labours  of  royalty,  before  he  taded  it’s 
pleafures.  His  prefence  produced  two  good  effects. 
It  kept  the  Poles  from  dcferting,  for  they  durd  not 
murmur  or  even  cad  a look  towards  Poland,  when 
they  faw  the  King  fliare  their  fatigues.  It  alfo  re- 
ftrained  the  Tartars,  who  were  preparing  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  Paz’s  defection  and  the  extreme  rigour 
of  the  leafon.  No  horfes  in  the  world  are  comparable 
to  thofc  of  .the  Tartars  for  bearing  fatigue,  and  the 
Tartars  are  at  lead  as  hardy  as  their  horfes. 

The  Cham,  feeing  the  Polifh  army  diminilhed  and 
fcparated,  gave  his  Ion,  Sultan  Galga,  a part  of 

his 
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his  forces,  in  order  to  attack  the  Poles  on  the  fide  of  y.  1474. 
Human  and  Kafkow,  while  he  himfelf  fell  upon 
Braclaw  and  Kalnik.  He  even  undertook  the  fiege 
of  the  latter  place,  and  employed  the  Coffacks  on 
that  fcrvice } for  the  Tartars  never  make  war  but  on 
horfeback.  But  John  did  not  give  him  time  to  carry 
on  his  works:  he  prefented  himfelf  in  fight  of  the 
Tartars,  and  the  fiege  was  raifed. 

At  laft  the  Cham  refolved  to  clofe  all  with  a de-  < 

cifive  blow.  Sultan  Gulga  had  met  with  fuch  a re- 
ception every  where,  that  he  durft  not  make  any  at- 
tempt. The  Cham  therefore  - united  all  Jiis  forces, 
and  appeared  before  the  gates  of  Braclaw,  where 
John  had  Ibyt  himfelf  up  with  a final]  force.  The 
Cham’s  defign  was  either  to  draw  him  frohi  behind 
the  walls,  or  to  leave  him  the  mortification  of  not 
daring  to  come  our.  John  fuffered  him  to  dance  at- 
tendance for  fome  days ; and  at  a time  when  he  lead 
expected  it,  made  a fally  with  his  cavalry,  attacked 
him  fabre  in  hand,  killed  him  two  thoufand  men, 
and  made  three  hundred  prifoners  in  an  hour’s 
time. 

„The  Cham,  being  worfted  upon  all  occafions,  and 
no  booty  being  to  be  got  in  a country  which  he  was 
ordered  to  defend,  retired  to  his  own  dominions,  and 
left  the  Poles  in  peace ; but  this  peace  was  loon  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a greater  alarm  than  ever. 

Mahomet  at  length  roufed  himfelf  from  his  lethar-  y.  1675. 
gy,  and  turned  his  thoughts  to  revenge.  The  break- 
ing of  the  treaty  of  Boudchaz,  the  defeat  at  Choc- 
zin,  the  infolence  of  the  Poles  whom  he  confidered 
as  revolted  tributaries,  their  real  weaknefs,  and  the 
greatnefs  of  his  own  ftrength,  all  ferved  to  provoke 
him.  He  called  to  mind  the  glorious  campaign  he 
had  made  when  aflifted  by  the  genius  of  Cuprogli, 
but  was  not  tempted  by  it  to  try  what  he  could  do 
alone.  His  love  of  glory  was.  extinguilhed  by  his 
love  of  pleafure.  It  is  a general 'notion,  that  hunt- 
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• 1675*  ing  gives  a dilpofition  for  war:  but  Mahomet  did 
not  feel  this  effeft:  and  yet  all  the  time  he  could 
fpare  from  his  feraglio,  he  fpent  in  rambling  amidft 
mountains  and  forefts,  while  his  fubjefts  were  Ihed- 
ding  their  blood  to  aggrandize  the  Empire.  A ftill 
heavier  charge  againft  him,  was,  that  evenvin  th  edt- 
verfions  of  the  chace,  he  fet  no  great  value  upon 
the  lives  of  men.  If  war  has  a right  to  deftroy 
them,  the  pleafurts  of  a fovereign  are  not  to  be  al- 
lowed the  fame  privilege. 

The  General,  to  whom  he  entrufted  his  revenge, 
was  Kara-Mujtapha , a mere  courtier,  educated  in 
the  feraglio,  who,  by  the  charms  06  his  perfon,  had 
gained  the  good  graces  of  the  Sultana  Valide  (a).  If 
it  were  not  a conftant  cuftom  with  the  eaftem  mo- 
narchs  to  advance  beauty  to  the  throne,  without 
regarding  either  birth,  or  intereft,  the  fortune  of  this 
woman  would  be  thought  furpfizing.  She  was  a 
native  of  Circafiia,  the  daughter  of  a Greek  prieft, 
and  deftined  to  live  by  the  labour  of  her  hands. 
Her  memory  ought  to  be  held  in  veneration  by  the 
Ottoman  family,  for  it  was  fhe  that  procured  the 
abrogation  of  the  cruel  law  made  by  Bajazet,  en- 
joining the  Sultan  to  fecure  his  own  pofleffion  of  the 
throne,  by  putting  his  brothers  and  uncles  to  death. 
Nor  was  this  Sultana  more  diftinguilhed  for  her  hu- 
manity, than  the  ftrength  of  her  amorous  attach- 
ments. She  was  pot  contented  with  making  her  fa- 
vourite, Kaimakatty  or  Governor  of  Conftantinople, 
but  railed  him  to  the  dignity  of  Vizir.  He  was  ne- 
' phew  to  Cuprogli,  and  had  prefumption  enough  to 
aim  at  furpafiing  his  uncle  in  his  firft  campaign. 
Out  of  feveral  armies  he  made  up  one,  which  would 
have  been  fufficient  to  overturn  the  greateft  power 
in  Europe.  The  rendezvous  was  appointed  at  Ben- 

C a)  Or  Sultana-Mother,  (he  whofe  fon  is  in  pofTcflion  of  the 
throne.  She  has  not  the  title  of  Vaiidi  till  the  coronation  ofher 
fon,  and  loies  it  again  if  he  dies,  or  is  depofed. 
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der,  otherwife  called  Tekin,  the  place,  where  in  y.  *$7 s* 
our  time,  Charles  XII.  though  a prifoner,  Hill  made 
Mmfelf  feared.  . 

The  triumphs  of  the  King  hindered  the  diftrefles 
of' the  republic  from  being, felt;  but  they  were  now 
aggravatedbeyond  meafure,  and  every  one  murmur- 
ed againft,  him  as  the  author  of  the  war.  It  was  faid, 

44  that  Mahomet  ought  never  to  have  been  provoked, 

44  nor  the  peace,  which  had  been  folen.nly  fworn  to, 

“ violated;  that  the  victory  of  Choczin  had  been 
“ productive  of  bitter  confequences;  that  it  was 
“ impoflible  for  Poland  to  contend  long  with  Alia; 

“ that  prudence  required  them  to  fubmit  to  their 
**  deftiny,  and  that  it  was  better  to  pay  a tribute, 

“ than  be  given  up  to  total  deftruCtion : that  the 
4‘  name  of  tributary  was  a mere  phantom,  terrible 

only  to  miftaken  pride ; that  the  greateft  powers 
“ of  Europe,  by  paying  fubfidies,  do  in  effedt  make 
“ themfelves  tributaries;  that  even  the  Empire  of 
**  Germany  itfelf  had  been  fo  to  that  of  Conftanti- 
“ nople;  and  that,  in  Ihort,  this  evil,  if  it  were  any 
“ evU  at  all,  was  preferable  to  all  the  horrors  with 
**  which  Poland  was  threatened.” 

Difcourfes  of  this  fort,  under  an  abfolute  mo- 
narchy, pafs  off  like  a tranfient  cloud.  The  mo- 
narch, whether  he  hears  them  or  not,  ruins  or  faves 
his  people  in  his  own  way.  But  in  a mixed  govern- 
ment, the  King  muff  fubdue  his  own  fubje&s  by 
reaion,  before  he  can  conquer  his  enemies  by  force. 

In  order  to  diffipate  the  apprehenlions  of  Poland, 

John  quitted  the  Ukraine  after  leaving  garrifons  be- 
hind him,  and  led  the  reft  of  his  troops  to  Leopol 
about  the  end  of  April.  His  army,  if  it  deferved 
that  name,  was  much  diminifhed  by  fieges,  fkir- 
jnilhes,  the  feverity  of  the  winter,  and  diforders. 

He  raifed  recruits  in  the  greateft  hafte,  but  was  forc- 
ed to  drag  them  out  of  the  arms  of  confternation 
and  difcpntent,  His  power  over  the  jninds  of  men 
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y.  i«7s<  muft  have  been  equal  to  his  reputation,  or  the  re- 
public would  never  have  contented  to  expofe  itfetf 
with  him.  He  fent  orders  to  the  Lithuanians  to 
join  him  immediately,  after  having  writ  to  the 
Grand-General  Paz  in  a ftyle  that  was  likely  to 
make  ah  impreflion  on  him:  and  then  formed  his 
plan  of  defence.  Judging  of  the  Vizir’s  abilities 
by  his  own,  he  doubted  not  of  feeing  him  fall  upon 
the  Palatinate  of  Ruffia,  which  would  open  a way 
into  the  heart  of  Poland.  Upon  this  fuppofition; 
he  entrufhd  the  wife  Jablonowfki  with  fix  thoufand 
men,  and  ordered  him  to  entrench  himfelf  under  the 
cannon  of  Zloczow,  that  he  might  guard  that  pafs. 
Zloczow  belonged  to  the  King  in  his  private  capa; 
city,  and  he  had  converted  it  into  a fortrefs  for  the 
defence  of  his  country.  He  had  only  twelve  thou- 
fand men  left  to  fuftain  the  chief  weight  of  the  war. 
Leopol,  though  a wretched  fortrefs,  is  yet  of  the 
utmoft  importance,  as  it  covers  Ruilia  and  therneigh- 
. bouring  provinces.  At  the  gates  of  this  city,  John 
fat  down  to  wait  for  the  enemy,  and  was  greatly  afto- 
nilhed  when  he  heard  in  the  beginning  of  July  that 
the  auk  ward  Vizir  had  entered  the  Ukraine  to  throw 
away  his  time  in  befieging  Human,  inftead  of  ad- 
vancing inftantly  to  crulh  a little  army  whofe  de- 
ftru&ion  would  leave  Poland  at  his  mercy.  Since 
he  knows  no  better  than  this , fays  the  King,  I will 
give  a good  account  of  his  great  army  before  the  end  * 
of  the  Campaign.  . 

The  defence  of  a city  was  at  that  time  a dreadful 
commiffion.  In  a war  among  the  powers  of  Europe, 
the  Worft  that  happens,  when  a place  is  furrendered, 
is  to  continue  a prifoner  of  war  till  an  exchange  be 
fettled ; but  between  the  Turks  and  the  Poles,  the 
mildeft  fate  is  perpetual  flavery,  which  to  a brave 
man  is  more  terrible  than  death  itfelf;  and  from 
Kara  Muftapha  there  was  reafon  to  dread  the  worft 
of  horrors.  < , 

Human 
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Human  held  out  fifteen  days  againft  fo  great  a y.  *675- 
force.  The  artillery  of  the  Turks  was  of  an  enor- 
mous weight,  and  their  threats  terrible.  At  length 
the  place,  having  feveral  breaches  in  it’s  walls,  and 
being  without  hope  of  fuccour,  capitulated ; but  the 
Vizir,  with  a barbarity  fcarce  to  be  pardoned  when 
a town  is  taken  by  ftorm,  glutted  himfelf  with 
blood.  Twenty  thoufand  fouls  periJhed  in  this 
(laughter*,  and  many  an  infant  was  feen  vomiting 
up  milk  mixed  with  blood  upon  it’s  mother’s  bread. 

The  Vizir’s  defign  was  undoubtedly  to  frighten  Po- 
land, and  fubdue  it  by  means  of  terror. 

Human  had  coft  him  too  great  an  expence  of  time 
and  men  to  undertake  more  fieges  in  the  Ukraine. 

He  therefore  turned  towards  the  left,  and  advanced 


by  quick  marches  into  Podolia.  The  few  places 
which  the  republic  yet  poffeffed  in  that  province,  were 
ill  provided  with  troops  and  ammunition.  They 
belonged  to  private  nobles,  who  had  neglefted  them. 
A fort  happened  to  be  in  the  Vizir’s  route ; which 
having  taken  by  afiault,  he  found  vin  it  fome 
Walachian  families  who  had  entered,  a century  ago, 
into  the  Polifh  fervice,  where  they  had  diftinguifh- 
ed  themfelves  from  father  to-  fon.  “ This  then, 
“ faid  he,  is  your  treachery  towards  the  Grand 
**  Seignior,  who  honours  Walachia  with  his  protec- 
tion  *,  the  whole  world  (hall  be  taught,  by  your 
“ example,  to  refpedt  it’s  mailers.”'  He  inftantly 
ordered  them  to  be  empaled. 

The  fame  barbarity  was  repeated  at  Mikuliny,  af- 
ter the  affault  was  over.  The  Vifir  then  opened  the 
trenches  before  Podahiecz.  The  King  depended 
upon  the  ftrength  of  the  place,  and  dill  more  upon 
the  experience  of  the  Governor,  Makowilki.  He 
was  reputed  a man  of  bravery,  but  men  are  not 
brave  at  all  times.  Both  he  and  the  principal  offi- 
cers were  afraid  of  being  empaled,  and  furrendered 
the  place  without  (hiking 'a  blow  j but  though  they 
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thus  fubmitted  to  the  vigor’s  clemency,  they  were 
treated  with  all  imaginable  rigour,  bating  the  effufion 
of  blood.  The  churches  and  fepulchres  in  the 
town  were  violated,  its  fortifications  razed,  its  wealth 
pillaged,  the  inhabitants  referved  for  fiavery,  and 
the  Governor  put  in'irons  among  the  crowd. 

The  atrocious  cruelty  of  the  Vifir  produced  two 
different  effedts.  The  pufillanimous  iurrendered  at 
the  firft  attack,  in  order  to  fave  their  lives ; but 
the  courageous  fought  only  to  die  with  arms  in 
their  hands. 

This  laft  was  the  charadter  of  him  who  defended 
Sbaras,  a large  caftle  covered  with  fome  outworks, 
fituated  upon  a hill,  and  making  part  of  the  large 
domain  of  Wiefnowiefki,  Petty-General  of  the  Po- 
lifh  army,  who  had  garrifoned  it  with  fix  hundred 
foot,  commanded  by  Des  Auteuils,  a French  gentle- 
man, originally  of  Picardy.  It  was  noteafy  to  put 
the  place  into  better  hands.  He  defended  him- 
fclf  with  vigour  for  fourteen  days,  while  the  Vifir 
raved  and  threatened  at  his  ufual  rate.  There  were 
feveral  noble  families  who  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
caftle,  and  prefled  Des  Auteuils  to  furrender  : but 
he  was  deaf  to  the  fuggefiions  of  fear,  and  threaten- 
ed to  turn  them  out  of  the  place,  if  he  heard  any 
more  of  this  cowardly  propofal.  The  wretches 
laid  no  more  ; but  taking  an  opportunity  when  Des 
Auteuils  could  make  no  rcfiftance,  they  gave  him 
feveral  mortal  wounds,  and  threw  him  over  the 
walls.  The  Vizir  himfelf  was  ftruck  with  horror 
at  this  adt  of  villainy  ; and  covering  his  natural  cru- 
elty with  the  mafk  of  juftice,  he  cut  off  every  head 
that  he  found  in  the  place,  to  revenge,  as  he  pre- 
tended, the  death  of  the  Governor. 

The  barbarian, ' by  thefe  bloody  conquefts,  was 
only  preparing  the  way  for  a complete  vidtory,  that 
he  had  planned  in  his  own  mind.  When  he  fat 
down  before  Sbaras,  he  detached  fifty  thoufand 

men, 
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mfcn,  under  the  command  of  Sultan  Nuradin,  with  y.  1675 
orders  to  attack  the  King,  without  giving  quarter 
to  any  one,  and  to  ipread  deftru&ion  on  all  Tides 
as  he  marched.  ;j 

The  King’s  army,  which  was  encamped , at  Lep- 
pol,  had  received  Tome  additions  : the  whole 
amounted  to  fifteen  thoufand  men.  Pazj  though 
the  danger  was  extreme,  made  no  hafte  to  join  the 
King  with  his  Lithuanians. 

The  city  of  Leopol,-confiderable  for  its  com- 
merce, its  wealth,  its  great  number  of  inhabitants 
of  all  nations,  and  all  religions  ; for  three  Archie- 
pifcopalfees,  one  for  the  Polifh  Catholics,  another 
for  the  Armenians,  and  a third  for  the  fcbiftnatic 
Greeks:  Leopol,  with  all  this  importance,  is  one 
of  the  worft  of  places  to  defend.  It  is  fituated  in 
a bottom,  encompafied  on  all  fides  with  high 
grounds  that  command  it,  and  which,  in  Tome 
places,  fhut  it  up  fo  clofe,  that  a man  might  throw 
Hones  upon  the  rampart  with  his  hand.  On  an- 
other fide,  the  eminences  are  at  a greater  diftance, 
and  form  a fpacious  half-moon.  In  this  fpot  the 
King  had  pitched  his  camp,  and  the  army  being 
under  the  greateft  concern  on  his  account,  conjured 
him  to  remove  at  leaft  his  own  perfon  out  of  dan- 
ger : You  would  defpife  me,  faid  he,  if  I followed 
your  advice  (a). 

It  is  aftonifhing  that  the  Vifir,  inftead  of  employ- 
ing himfelf  in  taking  forry  places,  did  not  come  in 
perfon  to  give  battle  to  the  Kipg.  This  was  the 
affair  of  honour,  the  capital  point  which  would 
determine  all  the  reft.  The  Tartar,  whom  he 
charged  with  this  commiffion,  had  no  contemptible 
reputation.  The  beft  thing,  however,  that  he  did, 
was  advancing  with  great  rapidity.  His  march  re- 
femblcd  a devouring  fire : all  the  villages  and  ham- 

(a)  Zalufki,  tom.  f*  p.  555. 
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lets  were  burnt  by  his  order:  he  appeared  as  quick 
as  lightning  before  Jablonowlki’s  little  camp:  he 
even  made  an  attempt  upon  the  entrenchments ; 
but  that  General  foon  convinced  him,  that  it  would 
not  be  an  eafy  matter  to  gain  any  advantage  over 
him ; and  the  Tartar  had  a mind  to  preferve  all  his 
forces  for  a more  important  purpofe.  The  quick- 
nefs  of  his  march,  and  his  care  to  intercept  all  the 
Polifh  couriers  were  fo  well  conducted,  that  had  it 
not  been  for  the  flames  which  drew  near  to  Leopol, 
the  King,  who  was  never  before  furprized,  would 
have  been  fo  now.  About  ten  in  the  morning, 
the  Poles  perceived  the  enemy’s  army,  confifting 
wholly  of  Turkilh  and  Tartarian  horfe,  in  a vaft 
plain  terminated  by  the  foot  Of  the  mountains. 
Though  it  was  only  the  month  of  Auguft,  it 
•fnowed  hard : there  fell  alfo  a heavy  fhower  of  hail 
which  happened  to  incommode  the  -infidels  more 
than  the  Chriftians.  All  the  Priefts,  Bifhops,  and 
bad  philofophers  in  the  Chriftian  army,  cried  out, 
a miracle  *,  and  the  memoirs  of  that  time  afiert  that 
it  really  was  one.  The  King  made  ufe  of  it  to 
infpire  his  little  army  with  confidence,  without  ne- 
gle&ing  the  precautions  of  human  prudence  (a). 
He  did  not  wait  for  the  enemy  in  his  camp,  but 
afcended  the  riling  grounds,  where  he  ordered  the 
Towarifz  to  plant  their  lances  upon  the  higheft 
fummits,  in  order  to  appear  more  numerous  to  the 
enemy,  who  had  already  reached  the  foot  of  the 
mountains.  He  ordered  his  own  regiment  of  dra- 
goons to  defcend  the  hill  in  fmall  parties,  under 
cover  of  the  bulhes  ; and-  thefc  dragoons,  by  fir- 
ing at  a very  fmall  ffiftance,  forced  the  enemy’s 
van-guard  to  retire.  A Polifh  fquadron  filled  the 
firft  vacancy ; others  preffing  on,  formed  in  the  fame 
manner*  and  the  whole  army  was  foon  drawn  up  in 


(a)  Zalufki,  tom.  i.  p.555. 
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battalia,  while  the  lances  of  the  Towarifz  'were  y.  167 s. 
flill  to  be  feen  upon  the  eminences. 

The  infidels  feeing  no  more  troops  coming  down, 

$ind  trufting  to  their  fuperior  number,  begun  the 
charge  with  cries  and  howlings,  which  would  pro- 
bably have  fatal  effects  upon  an  army  that  heard 
them  for  the  firft  time.  The  Poles  felt  no  terror 
at  the  noife  of  their  enemies,  but  their  attack  was 
really  dreadful, . and  made  them  flagger:  the  King 
reftoted  ordery  and  fuffered  the  infidels  to  throw 
away  their  firft  fire.  They  returned  to  the  attack 
fevers!  times,  and  the  Poles  .contented  themfelves 
with  giving  them  a warm  reception.  The  King 
had  placed  a body  - in  ambufcade  to  take  them  in 
flank, ; and  a battery  was  advancing  upon  a hill  to 
play  Upon  them.  This  was  the  moment  that  the 
King  .waited  for  to.  attack  them  in  his  turn.  Ne- 
ver was  there  a General  more  determined,  nor  did 
the  Polilh  troops  ever  difplay  greater  valour.  The 
infidels,  being  attacked  in  front  and  in  flank,  gave 
way  at  the  fecond  charge,  and  from  this  inftant  the 
confufion  increafed  among  them.  They  were  purr 
fued  to  a deep  morafs,  where  a great  number  per 
rilhed.  They  left  between  fourteen  and  fifteen 
thoufand  men  upon  the  field  of  battle,  and  night 
faved  the  reft.  Nuradin  had  boafted  that  he  would 
take  the  King  prifoner,  and  prefent  him  to  the  Vi- 
fir ; but  he  narrowly  efcaped  being  taken  himfelf, 
and  carried  the  news  of  his  own  defeat  to  the  camp 
at  Sbaras  (a). 

The  Vifir,  {truck  with  confternation,  refolved 
upon  finifhing  the  campaign  with  fome  important 
blow.  It  was  not  by  marching  in  perfon  againft 
the  conqueror,  and  wrefting  from  him  his  victory,  ' 
but  by  taking  Trembowla  'at  the  entrance  of  . 

(a)  Zalulki,  tom.  i.  p.  555. 

(b)  The  French  Geographers  write  it  Tremblo'wa  : but  they 
ought  to  confult  the  natives  of  the  country. 

! Podolia, 
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Podolia,  a fortrefs  with  large  and  ftrong  outworks* 
hanging  upon  a rock,  the  accefs  to  which  is  prac- 
ticable only  in  one  place,  which  leads  to  a little 
plain  covered  with  thick  wood.  This  accelfible  fide 
is  defended  by  two  ravelins,  with  good  ditches  and 
a covered  way.  The  Janow,  a deep  and  muddy 
river,  furrounds  almoft  the  whole  rock,  and  con- 
fequently  obliges  an  army  to  feparate  into  feveral 
quarters,  in  order  to  form  the  liege. 

Kara-Muftapha  flattered  himfelf  with  the  hopes 
of  carrying  the  place,  before  John  could  interrupt 
him  ; and  in  orderto  fucceed  the  fooner  in  his  de- 
fign,  and  fpare  the  blood  of  the  janizaries,  he  made 
ufe  of  art,  before  he  had  recourfe  to  violence.  He 
was  uneafy  at  the  reputation  of  the  Governor,  Sa- 
muel Chralonowiki,  a renegado  Jew,  who  had  quit- 
ted the  law  of  Mofes  for  that  of  Jefus,  and  was 
more  zealous  againft  his  brethren  of  the  circumci- 
fion,  than  if  he  had  never  undergone  that  opera- 
tion himfelf.  The  Vifir  employed  his  priloner 
Makowilki,  to  reprefent  to  him  by  letter,  “ that 
**  it  would  be  ralh  to  perfift  obftinately  in  the  de- 
“ fence  of  a place  that  muft  infallibly  be  taken  j 
**  that  he  ought  rather  to  think  of  deferving  the 
“ victor’s  mercy  than  provoking  his  indignation  j 
“ that  by  fubmicting  to  his  inevitable  fate,  he 
“ might  procure  favourable  treatment  for  himfelf, 
**  the  garrifon,  and  the  townfmen;  that  notwith- 
“ Handing  the  fevere  orders  of  Mahomet,  the  Vi- 

fir  could  ihew  favour  to  whom  he  pleafed,  and 
“ would  treat  brave  men  with  peculiar  diftinc- 
“ tion.” 

Chralonowiki  returned  a double  anfwer : one  to 
Makowilki  in  thefe  terms : “ I am  not  furprized 

that  being-  in  irons,  thou  haft  the  foul  of  a Have  3 
**  but  what  aftonilhes  me,,  is  thy  daring  to  talk  of 
“ the  Vilir’s  clemency,  after  what  has  happened  to 
“ Podahiecz,  and  thyfejf.  Farewell : all  the  harm 
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“ i wifh  thee  is,  that  thou  mayeft  live  long  in  y.  >675* 
“ the  infamy  and  fervkude  thou  deferveft.  Death 
“ would  be  to  thee  a bleffing,  but  thou  haft  not 
**  the  courage  to  confer  it  upon  thyfelf.” 

The  anfwep  to  the  Vifir  was  not  lefs  haught^r 
“ Thpu  art  miftaken,  if  thou  expedfceft  to  fine? 

“ gold  within  theft  walls : we  have  nothing  here  . 

“ but  fteel  and  foldiers : our  number  indeed  is 
“ fmall,  but  our  courage  great.  Do  not  flatter 
• **  thyfelf  that  We  will  furrender ; for  thou  lhalc 
“ never  take  us  till  we  have  all  breathed  our  Jaft. 

“ I am  preparing  to  give  thee  another  anfwet1 
“ by  the  mouth  of  my  cannon  (a ).” 

The 'Vifir,  foaming  with  rage,  ordered  the  place 
to  be  battered  wich  all  imaginable  fury.  If  he 
wanted  conduft,  he  was  not  without  bravery.  He 
was  often  feen  in  the  trenches,  not  with  ftanding 
the  fire  from  the  ramparts,  encouraging  the  jani* 
zaries  to  prefs  on  the  fiege.  The  place  defend- 
ed itfelf  beyond  what  could  be  expected.  The  fatft 
that  I am  going  to  relate  will  perhaps  be  treated  aS 
a fable;  but  I find  better  evidence  for.  it  than  for 
many  things  that  are  never  called  in  queftion. 

The  wife  of  the  Jewiflj  Governor,  equally  beauti- 
ful with  Judith,  and  more  enterprizing,'  having  no 
opportunity  like  her,  to  cut  off  the  head  of  the 
Vizir  while  he  dept,  made  great  havock  of  the 
Turks  in  fallies  conduced  by  herfelf,  filled  up 
their  trenches,  and  fought  upon  the  breach.  But 
what  can  the  brave  do,  when  the  timid  are  more 
numerous,  and  want  only  to  furrender  ? 

Chrafonowfki  had  the  fame  inconvenience  to 
ftruggle  with,  which  had  been  the  dettruflion  of 
Des  Auteuils  and  Sbaras.  The  nobility  who  had 
taken  refuge  in  the  place,  feeing  a breach  made, 
which  grew  wider  every  hour,  and  dreading  the 

(a)  Zaluiki.  tom.  i.  p.  i$$,  & feq. 
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j«75‘  implacable  fury  of  the  Vifir,  if  they  flood  a florm, 
loft  all  courage.  Their  defpair  was  the  greater, 
as  they  expected  no  relief : but  they  were  miftaken 
in  this  particular,  for  the  Lithuanian  army  had  at 
length  joined  the  Poles  in  the  camp  before  Leopol. 
The  King  was  upon  his  march,  and  by  calling  in, 
upon  the  way,  the  fmall  body  under  Jablonowfki, 
his  ftrength  amounted  to  thirty- three  thoufand  men : 
but  as  there  was  no  news  at  Trembowla  of  this 
relief,  it  had . no  effedt  in  the  prefent  critical  con- 
jundture.  Inftead  of  continuing  to  defend  them- 
felves,  as  they  had  hitherto  done,  the  nobles  com- 
municated their  apprehenfions  to  the  officers  of  the 
garrifon  •,  and  being  accuftomed  to  fhare  the  Sove- 
reign power  in  diets,  they  confidered  themfelves, 
in  this  extremity  alfo,  as  the  reprefentatives  of 
their  country,  and  claimed  a right  of  deciding  the 
fate  of  Trembowla. 

The  Jewifh  heroine  heard  their  confultations,  in  a 
place  where  fhe  was  not  perceived.  It  was  abfolutely 
determined  to  furrender.  She . inftantly  flew  to  her 
. hufband  upon  the  breach,  and  acquainted,  him  with 
it  in  the  thickeft  of  the  fire.  The  brave  Governor 
ran  to  this  afiembly  of  cowards:  “ It  is  by  no 
“ means  certain,  faid  he,  that  the  enemy  will  over- 
“ power, us;  but  is  abfolutely  fo,  that  I will  blow 
“ you  up  in  this  very  room,  if  you  perfift  in  your 
bafe  defign.  There  are  foldiers  at  the  door  with 
**  their  matches  lighted,  on  purpofe  to  execute  my 
“ orders.”  The  profpedt  of  inevitable  death  put 
arms  again  into  their  hands ; and  they  endeavoured 
to  wipe  off  this  ftain. 

The  Vifir  was  not  ignorant  that  John  was  march- 
ing to  relieve  the  town ; and  therefore  flattened  his 
■attacks.  The  place  had  already  flood  four  afiaults  ; 
and  Chrafonowfki  himfelf  trembled  for  the  fifth. 
His  wife  miftook  this  juft  concern  for  a mark  of 
weaknefs  that  boded-  no  good.  A woman  who  has 

. once 


Digitized  by 


C le 


KIN  G of  POLAND,  2i7 

6hce  got  over  the  natural  timidity  of  her  lex,  be-  Y-  i67s> 
comes  more  than  man.  This  Roman  of  the  north, 
armed  with  two  poniards,  faid  to  her  hulband : 

**  One  of  ihefe  is  deftined  fbr  thee,  if  thou  fiir- 
“ rendereft  the  town;  the  other  I intend  for  my- 
“ felf  (a)r 

It  was  in  this  moment  of  diftrefs  that  the  Polilh 
army  arrived.  The  Vifir,  not  believing  that  the 
King  was  there  in  perfon,  refolved  upon  a battle. 

A Polilh  fpy,  that  was  taken,  undeceived  him.  The 
lpy  carried  a letter,  writ  with  the  King’s  own  hand ; 
and  the  lignals  already  gave  notice  of  his  arrival  to 
the  befieged,  Who  got  together  the  remnant  of  their 
forces  with  loud  cries  of  joy.  The  Vifir  raifed  the 
fiege,  not  daring  to  try  his  fortune  againft  that  of 
John : but  he  was  forced  to  it  in  the  event,  becaufe 
he  took  his  meafures  too  late.  He  repaired  the  Ja- 
now  with  all  hafte ; but  half  his  army  being  ftill 
On  this  fide  of  the  rivet,  John  attacked  it*  crying  - 
out  to  the  foremoft  fquadrons,  that  he  required  no- 
thing of  them , but  what  be  would  fet  them  an  example 
of  him  felf.  The  battle  lafted  a great  while;  and 
the  Turks  Ihewed,  that  with  fuch  a comman- 
der as  they  deferved,  they  might  have  laid  claim  to 
the  viftory.  They  loft  between  feven  and  eight 
thoufand  men,  and  retired  under  the  cannon  of  Ka- 
minieck. 

The  garrifons  of  the  places  which  the  Turks  had 
taken*  did  not  wait  for  the  vengeance  of  the  Poles; 
but  abandoned  them  to  go  and  rejoin  the  army. 
Trembowla  owed  its  deliverance  to  the  intrepidity 
of  Chrafonowlkt,  and  gratefully  confeffed  it.  He 
himfelf  was  raifed  to  military  honours : his  wife 
contented  herfelf  with  the  applaufes  of  the  nation ; 
and  the  foldiers  were  rewarded  with  money  by  an 
indigent  republic.  Such  was  always  the  practice  of 

(aj  Zaluiki,  tom.i,  p.  155/  & fc<j. 
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v.  1675.  the  conquerors  of  the  world' towards  their  vifto** 
rious  troops ; they  were  fure  either  of  money  or 
lands.  ^ 

Kara-Muftapha  was  now  taught,  that  Tuperior 
numbers,  cruelty,  and  prefumption  are  not  fuffici* 
cnt  to  enfure  vidiory.  He  (laid  fome  time  at  Ka- 
minieck,  and  then  directed  his  march  towards  the 
Danube.  He  had  done  great  mifchiefs  to  Poland 
by  pillage,  devaftation,  the  demolition  of  towns 
and  forts,  and  the  great  number  of  flaves  which  he 
carried  off.  The  cafe  is  not  the  fame  with  Poland,, 
as  with  countries  where  commerce  flpurifhes.  In 
the  year  16 66,  London  was  kid  wade  with  plague 
and  fire,  in  the  midft  of  an  unfuccefsful  war,  and 
yet  in  three  years  time  was  rebuilt  .in  a much  hand- 
fomer  and  more  commodious  manner  than  before. 
The  cities  of  Poland,  when  once  deftroyed,  never 
recover  again.  But  all  thefe  mifchiefs  were  no- 
thing in  comparifon  of  what  the  Vifir  might  have 
done.  He  was  upon  the  frontiers  of  the  republic 
fb  early  as  the  month  of  July.  An  experienced 
Captain,  with  the  forces  that  he  had,  would  have 
come  and  given  law  at  Warfaw,  and  added  Poland 
so  the  Turkifh  provinces:  the  leaft  advantage  he 
ought  to  have  reaped  from  the  campaign,  was  to 
fix  himfelf  in  the  Palatinate  of  Rullia,  and  keep 
his  ground  in  the  Ukraine  and  Podolia.  Being 
mailer,  as  he  was,  of  the  Niefter,  with  Kaminieck 
and  Choczin  behind  him,  this  pofition  would  have 
marked  out  the  fate  of  Poland  for  the  next  cam- 
paign. • ' • 

It  was  imputed  to  John  as  a crime,  in  fome  fuc-. 
ceedihg  diets,  that  he  had  not  immediately  formed 
the  liege  of  Kaminieck.  The  place  had  juft  re- 
ceived a convoy  of  five  hundred  waggons,  with  st 
reinforcement  of  janizaries  ; the  feafon  was  far  ad- 
vanced, and  all  the  country  exhaufted  of  provifi- 
ons : when  things  were  in  fuch  a fituation,  was  it 
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poffible  to  begin  a fiege,  whofe  progrefs  would  be 
flow,  and  its  fuccefs  uncertain  ? He  contented  him- 
ielf  with  burning  the  villages,  hamlets,  and  boats 
which'ferved  to  furnifh  the  town  with  provifions. 
He  hindered  it  alfo  from  being  recruited  with  men 
and  cattle,  by  carrying  away  both  to  the  territories 
of  the  republic.  By  this  conduit,  he  prepared  the 
way  for  the  recovery  of  Kaminieck  ; having  acqui- 
red glory  enough  by  triumphing  over  fo  many  ene- 
mies with  fuch  an  inequality  of  forces.  This  cam- 
paign may  ferve  to  teach  nations  of  inferior 
itrength  not  to  defpair,  when  they  have  a great  King 
at  their  head. 

The  army  now  retired  into  winter-quarters,  and 
John  went  to  repole  himfelf  at  Zolkiew,  a town  in 
the  Palatinate  of  Rulfia,  three  leagues  from  Leo- 
pol,  which  made  part  of  the  Eftate  of  the  Zolki- 
ewlki’s,  his  anceltors  by  the  mother’s  fide.  The 
caftle  palled  for  a mailer  piece  of  Architecture,  in 
a country  where  that  art  is  Hill  in  its  infancy. 

During  his  refidence  in  this  place,  which  he  was 
always  particularly  fond  of,  he  learnt  the  death  of 
a French  hero,  with  which  he  was  much  affeCted, 
in  conlequence  of  that  fympathy  which  great  men 
feel  for  one  another : but  how  great  would  have 
been  his . concern,  if  he  could  have  foreleen  that 
the  blood  of  Turenne  would  one  day  be  united  with 
his  own  ? 

In  the  mean  time,  Warfaw  was  impatient  to  en- 
joy again  the  prefence  of  its  King.  The  eighteen 
months  which  had  palled  fince  his  election,  he  had 
employed  in  a manner  that  made  him  ftill  more 
worthy  of  the  crown  ; and  the  crown  was  not  yet 
upon  his  head.  He  therefore  complied  with  the 
wilhes  of  his  capital,  where,  before  his  coronation, 
he  received  an  honour  which  happens  only  to  Prin- 
ces whofe  name  aftonifhes  the  earth.  Perfia,  a dif- 
tant  power,  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  Poland, 
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v*  l(7S'  lent  him  an  Ambaflfador.  The  Senate  flattered  itv 
felf  at  firft,  that  he  came  to  propofe  a league  againft  _ 
Mahomet ; but  the  illufion  was  of  fhort  duration. 
The  only  objedt  of  his  embaffy  was  to  congratu- 
late John  upon  his  vidtories,  and  to  alk  his  friend- 
fhip. 

y.  1676.  When  this  ceremony  was  over,  the  republic 
was  wholly  taken  up  with  the  coronation,  which 
was  fixed  for  the  2d  of  February.  In  chufing  the 
fcene  of  this  folemnity,  Poland  adts  like  France  5 
and  inftead  of  confecrating  its  Kings  in  the  capi- 
tal, condudts  them,  at  a great  expence,  to  Cracow, 
a city  lefs  commodious,  and  lefs  magnificent,  be- 
caufe  Ladiflas  Loketek,  in  the  fourteenth  century, 
was  crowned  there.  This  ancient  city,  more  ex- 
tenfive  than  populous,  and  fituated  upon  the  banks 
of  the  Vifiula,  (till  boafts  an  eftablilhment  which 
does  honour  to  France.  Its  univerfity,  the  moft 
celebrated  in  the  kingdom,  called  the  town  of  Sor- 
bonne,  adtually  owes  its  birth  to  dodlors  of  the  Sor* 
bonne,  fuch  dodtors  as  the  fourteenth  century  could 
produce,  invited  thither  by  Cafimir  III.  furnamed, 
the  Great.  The  two  Dictionaries  of  Moreri  and 
Trevoux,  attribute  this  eflablifhment  to  Cafimir  I. 
who  reigned  in  the  eleventh  century,  before  the  Sor- 
bonne  exifted  in  France. 

„ Perfons  who  are  fond  of  magnificent  fpedtacles, 

and  do  not  confider  what  they  colt  the  public,  would 
be  ftruck  with  the  fplendor  of  this.  All  the  mag- 
nificence of  Afia  was  feen  united  with  all  the  ele- 
gance of  Europe.  Slaves  from  Ethiopia  and  the 
eaft,  clothed  in  azure  habits,  young  Poles  in  purple 
robes,  a whole  army  dreft  to  the  greateft  advantage ; 
the  equipages,  men  and  horfes  contending  with 
each  other  in  fplendor ; the  gold  eclipfed  hy 
Jewels ; fuch  was  the  proceffion,  in  the  midft  of 
which  Sobielki  appeared  upon  a Perfian  horfc,  go- 


Digitized  by  Google 


KING'of  POLAND.  231 

ing  to  take  poAeffion  of  a crown  which  he  had  Y-  >676. 
merited  by  his  virtues. 

The  Poliffi  Kings,  at  their  inauguration,  are  pre- 
fented  with  the  throne  and  the  grave  together.  The 
ceremony  begins  with  the  funeral  of  the  late  King, 
whofe  body  lies  unburied  till  this  time.  Upon  the 
prefent  occaAon,  there  happened,  by  a Angular 
event,  to  be  two.  The  fame  hearfe  carried  'John 
Cafimir , who  died  lately  in  France,  and  Michael. 

The  funeral  pomp  refembles,  in  moft  particulars, 
that  of  other  Kings.  One  Angularity  'deferves  to 
be  taken  notice  of.  As  foon  as  the  body  is  laid 
upon  the  fcaHbld  erebled  in  the  cathedral,  a He- 
rald on  horfeback,  armed  from  head  to  foot,  en- 
ters at  the  great  door,  and  breaks  a fceptre  againft 
the  fcaffold.  Five  others  come  in,  in  the  fame 
manner ; one  of  which  breaks  the  crown,  another 
the  globe,  the  fourth  a fcymetar,  the  Afth  a ja- 
velin, the  Axth  a lance ; the  cannon,  trumpets, 
and  kettle-drums  playing  all  the  while. 

A warm  difpute  between  the  Primate  and  the 
BiAiop  of  Cracow  was  like  to  have  retarded  the 
funeral  and  the  coronation.  They  both  claimed  a 
right  of  officiating  at  the  obfequies  •,  but  after  a 
long  conteft,  which  furniffied  employment  for  the 
whole  court,  the  point  was  accommodated.  The 
Primate  officiated  at  the  altar,  and  the  Piffiop  in 
the  Pulpit,  by  delivering  the  funeral  oration.  To 
this  day  of  forrow  fucceeded  the  day  of  joy. 

The  Queen  had  employed  every  expedient  in  the 
preliminary  diet,  that  fhe  might  be  crowned  the  fame 
day  with  her  iliuftrious  fpoufe ; but  had  met  with 
many  difficulties,  which  the  King  had  helped  her 
to  overcome.  The  Queens  of  Poland  have  a par- 
ticular intereft  in  being  crowned  ; Ance,  without 
this  folemnity,  the  republic  pays  them  no  jointure 
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in  “their  widowhood  (a) } and  even  ceafes  to  treat 
them  as  Queens.  Notwithftanding  this,  there  have 
been  two  Queens  who  facrificed  all  thefe  advanta- 
ges to  their  religion : viz.  t,he  wife  of  Alexander, 
in  the  fixteenth  century,  and  of  Auguftus  II.  in  the 
feventeenth.  The  fornler  profeffed  the  Greek  re- 
ligion •,  the  latter  the  Lutheran,  which  Auguftus 
had  lately  abjured  ; and  neither  of  them  was  crown- 
ed, The  moment  for  gratifying  Mary's  wiihes  was 
come : the  Primate  held  in  his  hands  the  two  crowns ; 
but  as  (he  was  afcending  the  throne,  to  lit  down 
on  the  left  hand  of  the  King,  a murmur  was  heard 
in  the  aflembly,  and  feveral  voices  pfotefted.  This 
ftotm  being  forefeen,  wasappeafed  by  the  trufty  fer- 
vants  which  the  King  had  difperfed  up  and  down 
in  the  Cathedral,  and  a crown  was  fet  upon  both 
their  heads  (b). 

The  ceremony  ended  with  a cuftom  of  fome  An- 
gularity. A Bifhop  of  Cracow,  aftalfinated  by 
a King  in  the  eleventh  century,  fummons  to  appear 
at  his  tribunal,  that  is,  in  the  chapel  where  his 
blood  was  lhed,  every  new  King,  as  if  he  were 
guilty  of  the  crime.  John  went  to  the  place  on 
foot,  and  declared,  as  his  predeceflors  had  done, 
“ that  the  crime  was  atrocious,  that  he  was  inno- 
" cent  of  it,  detefted  it,  and  afked  pardon  for  it, 
“ by  imploring  the  proteftion  of  the  holy  martyr 
**  upon  himfelf,  and  his  kingdom  (c).”  It  were 
to  be  wilhed  that  every  ftate  would  preferve,  in  this 
manner,  fome  monument  of  the  crimes  of  Kings  } 
for  flattery  can  find  nothing  in  them  but  virtues. 


(a)  This  joimure  or  dowry  is  two  thoufand  ducats  per  an- 
num, charged  upon  the  fait-pits  and  the  Starofties  of  Spiz  and 
(jrodeck. 

(b)  Zalufki*!  tom.  i.  p.  67S.  (c)  Id.  ibid.  p.  597. 
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the  medals  that  were  ft  ruck -open  this  occaGon  y.  1676. 
prefented  a naked,  fword  palling  through  feveral 
crowns  of  laurel,  and  at  the  point  a regal  crown, 
with  this  infeription,  per  has  ad  iftam,  through 
thefe  to  that  : and  John  had  completely  fulfilled 
its  fenfe.  The  acclamations  increafed,  when  he 
proceeded  to  the  public  fquare,  followed  by  the  Se- 
nate, and  great  officers,  all  on  horfeback,  where 
he  received,  on  an  elevated  ftage,  covered  with  the 
richeft  tapeftry  of  the  eaft,  the  oath  of  allegiance 
from  the  magiftrates  of  Cracow,  and  ennobled  fome 
of  them.  This  is  the  only  occafion  on  which  a 
King  of  Poland  can  create  nobles ; for  nobility  muft 
be  conferred  only  in  a diet,  after  ten  years  fervice 
in  the  army  at  leaft. 

Before  the  reign  of  John,  the  King’s  military  ef- 
tablifhment  confifted  of  fix  hundred  body-guards, 
fix  companies  of  light  horfe  of  a hundred  men 
each,  and  a regiment  of  foot,  of  twelve  hundred 
men.*  John  made  an  addition  of  a company  of  a 
hundred  Swifs,  fuch  as  we  have  in  France ; of  five* 
hundred  janizaries,  which  his  victories  had  furnifhed 
him  with  j and  two  hundred  Heidukes.  Thefe  Hei - 
dukes  appear  in  the  world  under  very  different  forms. 

In  Hungary  they  fight  among  the  infantry.  In 
Germany,  and  other  countries,  as  the  fancy  takes, 
they  attend  behind  the  coaches  of  the  fuperior  nobi- 
lity ; in  Bulgaria,  the  neighbourhood  of  Mount 
Hoemus,  and  other  pafles,  they  appear  as  robbers, 
and  plunder  travellers.  The  republic  did  not  inter- 
pofe  in  the  new  regulations  which  the  King  made 
in  his  guards,  becaufe  the  expence  was  to  fall  upon 
him  only. 

The  Iblemnity  of  the  coronation  being  over,  the 
diet  was  opened.  The  republic  begun  with  thank- 
ing the  King  for  all  the  fervices  he  had  done  his 
Country,  fince  his  election,  and  defined  him  to  be 

more 
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more  careful  of  his  life  in  time  of  adtion.  A great 
number  of  the  Senators  and  Deputies  made  another 
requeft  to  him,  which  difgraced  themfelves  as  much 
as  it  did  honour  to  the  King.  Their  admiration  of 
his  great  qualities  made  them  prefs  him  to  unite 
to  the  crown  the  office  of  Grand  General,  which  he 
had  not  yet  filled  up,  though  vacant  ever  fince  his 
election  to  the  throne.  The  perlons  who  made 
this  requeft  broke  through  the  conftitution,  and  be- 
trayed the  intereft  of  the  republic.  Thus  it  is,  .that 
Kings,  by  the  weaknefs  and  adulation  of  their  fub- 
jedts,  become  defpotic  ; and  when  it  is  neceflary  to 
bring  them  back  to  their  former  ftate,  the  convul- 
fions  it  occafions  are  tremendous.  The  King  did 
not  make  a bad  ufe  of  this  inconfiderate  zeal ; and 
Ihewed  his  real  greatnefs,  by  refilling  to  be  uncon- 
llitutionally  great.  He  raifed  to  this  important  poll 
Demetrius  Wiefnowiefki,  Petty- General  of  Poland, 
of  the  fame  family  with  the  late  King,  and  diftin- 
guilhed  by  the  title  of  Prince  of  Mitra.  When 
Sobielki  was  Grand-General,  there  had  been  ffe- 
xjuent  diflentions  between  them,  which  Sobielki, 
when  King,  forgot ; and  by  doing  fo,  Ihewed  his 
love  of  peace.  Had  he  been  guided  by  his  own 
inclinations,  his  gratitude,  and  the  fuperiority  of 
merit,  he  would  have  preferred  Jabloriowlki,  who 
was  only  made  Petty-General.  But  he  knew  that 
his  friend  would  acquiefce  in  this  regulation,  to 
avoid  animofity  and  diflentions.  In  faft,  the  ex- 
pedient fucceeded  -,  and  from  this  time  no  one 
Ihewed  more  fidelity  and  attachment  to  his  fovereign 
than  Wiefnowielki.  , 

The  zealots  for  the  King  having  thus  milled  their 
firft  aim,  wefe  refolved.  at  leaft  to  diminifh  the 
power  of  the  Generals,  .in  order  to  increafe  that  of 
the  King.  The  General’s  office  being  for  life,  they 
voted  to  make  it  triennial,  and  to  oblige  him  to 
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take  an  oath  to.  the  King,  as  well  as  to  the  repub-  Y*  '§7^ 
lie.  1 

There  are  few  men,  whofe  manners  are  proof 
3gainft  a throne.  The  King,  who,  while  he  was 
General,  would  have  been  offended  at  fnch  a pro- 
pofal,  fupported  it  in  fecret.  But  the  Queen  was 
not  of  a temper  to  conform  in  every  thing  to  the 
King’s  inclinations.  Jablonowlki  was  much  in  her 
favour;  and  lhe  was  for  having  him  enjoy  the  of- 
fice of  Petty-General  in  its  utmoft  extent,  and 
that  of  Grand-General  too,  when  time  fhould  give 
it  him.  She  therefore  thwarted  the  defign  by  fecret 
intrigues,  which  oftener  hit  the  mark  than  open 
blows  (%)  : and  the  Generalfhip  is  ftill  perpetual. 

Another  difference  arofe  between  the  Grand  and 
Petty-General  of  Lithuania.  The  latter,  who  was 
the  Prince  of  Radziwil,  reproached  Paz  with  hav- 
ing deferted  the  King  in  the  Ukraine;  and  pretend- 
ed, that  in  order  to  punifh  him,  and  promote,  at 
(the  fame  time,  the  public  good,  it  was  expedient 
to  withdraw  from  his  command  the  Petty-General, 
with  his  divifion.  He  flattered  himfelf,  that  he 
fhould  be  the  more  attended  to,  as  he  had  married 
a filter  of  the  King’s,  a King  whom  Paz  had  grie- 
voufly  offended.  The  members  of  the  diet  took 
part  on  each  fide  with  great  warmth.  The  King, 
who  had  now  a fair  opportunity  of  revenging  him- 
felf upon  Pa£,  flood  neuter ; and  things  continued 
upon  the  former  footing  in  the  Lithuanian  ar- 
tpy  (b).  But  it  was  not  without  long  debates. 

A great  deal  of  precious  time  was  fpent  in  thefp 
difputes.  Mahomet  was  full  of  indignation  at  a 
little  republic,  which  had  dared  to  contend  with 
him  for  four  years  together.  His  Vifir,  Kara- 
Muftapha,  was  mortified  at  not  being  able  to  fub- 
due  it.  They  were  both  employed  in  forging  she 

(a)  Zalvfki,  tom.  i.  p.  678  & 679.  (b)  Id.  ibid. 
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v.  i«7«.  dectfive  thunders  : and  it  was  known  at  Cracow 
that  they  were  fo.  The  Chrilban  Princes,  who, 
in  the  time  of  the  Crufades,  went  to  attack  in- 
fidels who  gave  them  no  cauie  of  quarrel,  retufed 
to  furnifh  Poland  with  the*  fuccours  it  wanted,  and 
which  they  had  prdmifed  to  fend.  1 he  Ambaf- 
fador  of  France,  Forbin,  Bilhop  of  Marieilles, 
was  bitterly  reproached  on  this  account.  The 
Queen,  who  was  under  lbme  obligations  to  him, 
had  got  him  a nomination  to  a Cardinal’s  hat.  The 
Primate,  who  thought  that  he  himfelf  deferved  it 
better,  exprefled  in  high  trrms  his  difapprobation 
of  the  gratitude  of  his  fovereign  : “ It  is  tlje  height 
“ of  injustice,  laid  he,  that  a ftranger  fhould  come 
**  and  deprive  us  of  our  country’s  right  of  nomi- 
“ nation ; and  a ftranger,  moreover,  who  abufes 
“ his  chara&er  of  A mbaflador,  and  purchafes  the 
“ fcai  let 'by  cheating  us.  Where  are  the  fubfidie* 
**  he  has  promiied  ?” 

The  Primate’s  complaint  of  the  preference  given' 
to  ftrangers  has  had  frequent  occafions  to  be  rfc- 
• newed.  The  court  of  Poland  has  been  admitted 
to  the  nomination  of  crowned  heads  only  fince  the 
reign  of  Cafimir,  who  procured  this  equality  with  - 
other  fovereigns ; but  it  is  generally  ftrangers  who- 
reap  the  advantage.  The  republic  altered  into  this : 
difpute  by- applauding  the  Primate,  and  the  hat  did' 

. not  come  till  a long  time  after,  in  the  year  1689.  ^ 

But  the  fubfidies  from  France  never  came  at  all  j? 
nor  did  the  other  courts  of  Europe  keep  their  pro-- 
mifes  better  (a).  , 

The  republic  therefore  Was  forced  to  thifl:  for-! 
defence  to  her  own  forces  only.  A decree  of  the | 
diet  fixed  them  at  a hundred  thoufand  men,  and  > 
gave  orders  for  the  levying  of  taxes  in  proportion; : 
Jrlad  this  been  done,  Poland  would  never  -have - 

, (*)  Zalufki,  tom.  I.  f.  651. 
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jailed,  on  any  occafion,  fuch  a number  of  regular  Y-  ^i6' 
troops.  But  as  the  plan  was  great,  io  the  execu- 
tion was  difficult,  not  to  fay,  impoffible  •,  and  be- 
fides,  the  decree  difpleafed  the  provinces.  The  ori- 
gin of  the  difcontent  was  a report,  induftrioufly  pro- 
pagated, that  while  the  King  was  propoling  one 
thing  in  the  diet,  he  was  negotiating  another  with 
the  enemy  ; that  a peace  was  privately  agreed  on 
with  the  Turk,  and  that  the  great  uneafinefs  he 
afieded  was  only  a pretepce  for  raffing  money, 
which  would  never  return  again  into  the  purfes  of" 
private  perlbns,  when  it  was  once  got  out  of  them. 

It  was,  true  that  John  did  employ  the  mediation 
of  the  Moldavian  and  Walachian  ; but  the  anfwers 
he  received  contained  extremely  hard  conditions. 

This,  the  provinces  that  were  to  furnifh  the  con- 
tributions, would  not  believe  ; their  millake.  cooled 
their  zeal,  fo  that  the  levies  of  men  and  money 
were  flow,  and  fell  far  fliort  of  the  decree  of  the 
diet  (a). 

On  the  other  fide,  -the  report  of  the  great  de- 
figns  of  the  diet  made  an  impreffion  at  Conftand- 
nople.  Mahomet  at  all  events,  refolved  to  fur- 
pals  them  i and  a hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
Turks,  and  fourfcore  thoufand  Tartars  took  arms 
to  avenge  the  honour  of  the  crefcent.  But  the 
Sultan  was  in  great  perplexity  about  the  choice 
®f  a General,  Kara-Muftapha  had  no  mind  to 
ocpofe  himfelf  to  frelh  mortifications : Hufieim, 
who  commanded  at  Choczin,  was  dead  of  his 
wounds.  The  intrigues  of  the  fcra.  Jio  would  needs 
decide  the  queflion.  The  ^ultana  Valide  fup- 
ported  one  perfon  ; the  favourite  Sultana  another ; 
and  the  Vffir  a third  ; ahd  all  the  three  Generals, 
one  after  another,  made  trial  of  the  command  when 
the  troops  were  aflembled,  and  were  all  three  re- 

(a)  Zala&i,  took  i.  p.  598.  & feq, 
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v.  1676.  called.  A fourth  prefented  himfelf  for  the  famd 
purpofe,  but  the  janizaries  having  foon  found  him 
out,  drove  him  away  by  their  contemptuous  beha- 
viour and  murmurs.  In  whatever  nation  the  Ge- 
nerals wreft  the  command  from  one  another,  it  is 
a fign  that  there  are  few  good  ones,  or  none  at 
all.  At  laft,  the  feraglio  recolledted  a forgotten 
Bafhaw,  who  had  been  deprived  of  the  command 
the  very  day  after  a vidtory  5 and  Mahomet  now 
reftored  it  to  him,  with  an  order  to  put  an  end  to 
the  war  in  this  laft  and  important  campaign.  Thii 
General  was  Ibrahim  Shaitan , a man  of  cool  v'lour* 
great  experience,  and  a fecond  Ulyfies  for  (jgatagem. 
The  furname  of  Shaitan , which  fignifies  Bevil,  Was 
intended  to  exprefs  this  laft  quality.  The  Otto- 
man army  was  long  in  filling  up  the  chafms  which 
the  late  lofles  had  occafioned.  It  did  not  reach 
the  Niefter  till  towards  the  end  of  Auguft,  and 
was  joined  by  the  Tartars  below  Choczin. 

Notwithftanding  the  victories  of  her  King,  Po* 
land  was  ftill  upon  the  brink  of  ruin.  Thirty- 
eight  thoufand  fighting  men  were  aflembled  in  the 
plain  of  Glinian,  near  Leopol ; and  with  this  fmall 
number  John  marched  againft  two  hundred  thou* 
land.  The  Queen  accompanied  him  as  far  as  Ja- 
Varow  (a),  but  it  was  only  to  alarm  his  conjugal 
tendernefs.  Having  lately  been  delivered  at  Cra- 
cow of  a daughter,  Therefa-Cunegonda  Sobiefka, 
and  fcarce  recovered  of  her  lying  in  ; her  weaknefs, 
the  fatigue  of  the  journey,  and  more  than  any 
thing,  the  dangers  to  which  her  illuftrious  hufband 
. was  going  to  expofe  himfelf,  threw  her  into  a dan- 
gerous illnefs.  The  King  was  paflionately  fond  of 
her,  but  he  gave  the  preference  to  his  other  wife, 
the  republic ; and  without  the  leaft  delay,  conti- 
nued his  march  to  defend  her.  He  foon  joined 

(a)  A fine 'country -'feat  belonging  to  the  Kings  of  PJand. 
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his  army,  and  attended  upon  the  motions  of  the  Y-  >676« 
enemy.  " 

Ibrahim,  in  order  to  lead  him  into  an  error, 
threw  bridges  over  the  Niefter,  imagining  that  the 
King  would  come  and  difpute  the  pafiage  with 
him ; in  which  cafe  he  intended  to  go  up  higher, 
penetrate  into  Pokrufia,  and  get  behind  the  Po- 
lifh  army.  John  had  no  hopes  of  hindering  his 
pafiage  over  the  river  : fo  numerous  an  army  could 
do  it  when  it  pleafed,  by  dividing  into  feveral  bo- 
dies ; but  in  order  to  form  his  meafures,  he  refolv- 
ed  to  affure  himfelf  firft  of  Ibrahim’s  intentions, 
by  continuing  in  his  camp.  Ibrahim,  after  he  had 
loft  feverat,  days  in  waiting  for  him,  broke  down 
his  bridges,  and  eroded  the  Bucovine  to  get  into 
Pokrufia. 

John  beginning  now  to  penetrate  into  the  de- 
figns  of  his  enemy,  formed  a plan,  which  feemed 
to  all  his  Generals  impofiible  to  be  executed  : it  was 
to  remove  and  fix  the  theatre  of  the  war  upon  the 
extremities  of  the  republic,  in  order  to  preferve  its 
vital  parts  ; and  he  inftantly  decamped  to  attempt 
it  Wiefnowiefki  commanded  the  center ; Jablon- 
owfki  the  right  wing  ; and  Paz  the  left.  The  lat- 
ter feemed  at  laft  to  be  fenfible  of  all  the  regard 
the  King  had  Ihewn  him  ; and  the  Lithuanians  had 
but  one  will  with  the  Poles.  They  Hill  expected 
to  receive  recruits  both  from  Lithuania  and  Poland, 
which  Radziwil  and  Potolki  were  commilfioned  to 
bring  up.  The  King  marched  with  the  utmoft 
celerity;  and  palled  the  Niefter,  to  the  great  af- 
tonifhment  of  Ibrahim,  who  was  Hill  at  fame 
leagues  diftance  from  it. 

Zurawno,  a mean  town  of  no  note,  acquired  a 
celebrity  which  will  laft  to  the  end  of  time.  This 
paltry  place,  in  Pokrufia,  fituated  at  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  Scevits  and  the  Niefter,  is  defended 
only  by  a rampart  of  earth,  without  any  other  for- 
tification. 
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y.  1676.  tification.  The  cattle  of  its  Lord,  (who  was  then, 
and  is  now,  one  of  the  Sapieha  family)  is  defended 
by  a fecond  rampart  like  the  firft,  with  four  final! 
platforms,  where  they  mount  a few  pieces  of  can- 
non againft  the  incurfions  of  the  Tartars.  On  one 
fide  of  the  town,  higher  up  the  Niefter,  is  a plain 
which  leaves  the  diftance  of  about  half  a league 
between  itfelf  and  the  river,  and  this  fpace  is  filled 
with  a large  wood  of  tall  trees,  terminated  by  a 
very  deep  morafs.  From  this  morafs  there  iffues 
a large  rivulet,  which,  after  eroding  the  plain  be- 
tween two  very  high  banks,  runs  into  the  ditches 
of  the  town,  in  its  way  to  the  Niefter ; which  ri- 
ver, on  its  oppofite  bank,  prefents  a chaiiifof  moun- 
tains, extending  feveral  leagues  above  ‘and  below 
Zurawno. 

The  Chriftian  army  extended  itfelf  in  the  plain 
between  the  town  and  the  morafs ; it  had  on  it’s  left 
the  town  and  the  Scevits,  a torrent  which  after  hav- 
ing fwept  away  every  thing  to-day,  is  fordable  io 
every  part  to-morrow : on  it’s  right  was  the  morafs ; 
and  the  wood  and  the  Niefter  behind  it.  The  quef- 
tion  was  how  to  fortify  it  in  front,  firtce  they  were 
in  great  want  of  time,  and  the  infidels  might  make 
their  appearance  the  next  moment.  In  order  to  fe- 
cure  the  labours  of  the  infantry,  Jofin  paffed  the  Sce- 
vits, went  in  queft  of  the  enemy,  fell  upon  their 
van  and  drove  it  back  upon  the  center.  But  when 
he  was  on  the  point  of  being  furrounded  by  the  mul- 
titude which  covered  the  plain  for  feveral  leagues 
round,  he  made  his  retreat  in  good  order,  repafled 
the  river  and  there  flopped  the  infidels  for  a whole 
day  a refpite  of  the  utmoft  confequence  for  ftrength- 
ening  the  entrenchments  which  he  found  to  be  very 
weak.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  military 
art  in  it’s  utmoft  extent  j and  a double  defence  was 
formed  with  redoubts,  and  detached  forts,  railed 
under  his  own  infpe&ion.  Here  it  was  that  he  fhut 

up 
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top  the  laft  rsfource  that  was  to  fix  the  fate  of  Po-,  * 
land,  refolved  either  to  perilh  with  his  country,  or  - 
to  preferve  it  in  it’s  ancient  glory.  The  moft  intre*  . 
pid  officers  were  not  without  fear ; becaufe  courage  • 
is  not  fufficient  where  ftrength  is  wanting,  Did  I' 
not  deliver  you,  (aid  the  King , at  the  camp  of  Pod-  . 
hdyecz,  where  we  were  only  twenty-four  thoufand,  : 
and  befieged  ly  a hundred  thoufand?  Do  you  fuppofe 
that  the  crown,  by  being  put  upon  my  head,  has  made  • 
it  weaker  ? They began  to  entertain  hopes  againftall 
reafons  for  hoping. 

Ibrahim  was  .aftonilhed,  and  at  the  fame  time 
pleated -grith  this  exceffive  boldnefs.  He  drew  up  his 
army  in  the  form  of  a bow,  of  which  the  Niefter 
made  the  ftring ; and  within  this  fpace  he  included  the 
morals, . the  wood,  the  Polilh  army, , the  town,  and 
^he  large  rivulet  that  feparated  the  two  camps.  But 
this  was  not  all;  fbrNuradin  Sultan  detaching  an 
army.from  the  TUrkilh  army,  palled'  the  river,  and 
fcized  the  chain  of  mountains  which  was  parallel  to 
it’s  banks.  All  communication  was  now  cutoff, 
and  the.  Poles  could  hope  for  no  more  convoys,  no- 
more  fuccours.  - When  one  confiders  thefe  thirty- 
eight  thoufand  men  blocked  up  by  two  hundred 
thoufand;  it  Is  difficult  not  to  look  upon  them  as  fo, 
many  victims  deftiried  for  llaughter,  and  their  coun- 
try for  fervitude.  And  if  efteem  is  always  in  pro- 
portion to  the  difficulties  that  are  furmpunted,  what* 
mull  thele  men  have  been,  and  what  their  King? 

• Such  Was  the  fituation  of  things  on  the  21ft  of 
September.  The  27th  was  expefted  to  be  the  deci- 
fiveday.  Ibrahim  drew  up  his  troops  in  battalia, 
with  vaft  bundles  of  fafeines  carried  before  them,  to- 
fill  up  the  rivulets  which  feparated  the  two  camps* 
John,  inftead  of  waiting  for  him  behind  his  entrench- 
ments, prefented  himfelf  in  the  intervals  between  the 
detached  forts,  . This  bold  ftep  made  the  infidels 
halt  on-  the  other  fide  of  the  rivulet.  On  the  agth* 
they  fhewed  greater  refolution ; for  a body  of  JanU 
R ' zaries 
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y.  <$7*.  zaries  crofted  the  ftream  and  attacked  the  redoubts  on 
the  right,  which  were  fo  well  defended  by  the  Poliih 
dragoons,  that  the  general  engagement  was  ftill  fuf- 
pended. 

John  continued  to  employ  the  moft  exalted  and 
refined  expedients  of  the  whole  art  of  war ; and  be* 
ingfo  well  prepared  to  receive  the  enemy,  he  thought 
it  would  be  no  difgrace  to  fue  for  peace,  ftill  referV- 
ing  a power  to  rejedt  it,  if  the  conditions  were  too  fc- 
viere.  Bidinfki  and  Koricki  were  commifiioned  to 
negotiate  it,  and  they  treated  firft  With  the  Tartarian 
v prince : **  We  cOrtie,  faid  they,  to  afk  for  peace, 
41  under  your  mediation.  Thefe  are  the  conditions 
**  on  which  we  defire  it.  Let  the  Turks  reftore  tfas 
“ places  they  have  taken  from  us,  particularly  Ka- 
“ minieck,  and  ceafe  to  fupport  the  revolt  of  the 
**  Coflacks.  **'  - ■ 

It  ill  becomes  you , replied  the  Cham,  to  affamefo 
high  a Jlrain,  when  you  are  aSually  txpofed  to  the 
thunder  of  the  irritated  Sultan.  Tour  firjt  flip  tnufi  be 
to  fay  the  tribute  which  the  JUblimiPorte  imfofed  Upon' 
you,  by  granting  you  peace  at  a time  when  it  might 
berve  crujhedyou  with  the  weight  of  it' toms.  Whm 
this  is  done,  the  Potto  will  confide?  what  flout  it  tall 
he  proper  to  reft  ore  to  it's,  tributaries. 

**  It  is  to  little  purpofe,  anfwered  Bidinfki,  to 
**■  talk  of  a tribute  which  was  impofed  upon  us  at » 
M time,  when  the  republic  was  turning  k*s  arms 
“ againft  itfelf  under  a weak  King.  He  who  now, 
< “ governs  us  is  a Prince  of  conrammatc bravery; 

**  the  conqueror  of  Choczin,  as  you  wdl  know: 
the  republic  and  he  will  periflt  together,  before 
**  they  will  pay  tribute  to  any  power  upon  earth. 
“ What  brought  us  hither,  is  the  love  of  peace, 
**  which  you  yourfelves  fland  in  need  of.  We  bring 
“ neither  the  petitions,  nor  the  looks  of  fuppltantsy 
“ but  a courage  that  is  proof  againft  every  thing; 
“ and  our  fwords-  fhall  procure  us-  peace,  a a nego- 
**  tiation  cannot.”  As  he  fpoke  thefe  laft  words,  he 
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drew  his  fabre  half-way  out  of  the  fcabbard.  The  v.  1676. 
Cham  was  highly  provoked  at  this  gefture.  Bidinfiri 
undoubtedly  ihewed  his  courage,  but  his  prudence 
may  be  called  in  queftion. 

The  Turkish  General  waited  in  his  pavilion  for  the 
refult  of  this  conference.  As  foon  as  he  learnt  it,  he. 
figniBed  to  the  Cham  that  he  fbould  break  off  the 
negotiation,  and  that  the  Poles  ought  rather  to  think 
of  afking  pardon  for  their  victory  at  Choczin,  which 
was  a revolt  that  he  fhould  foon  make  them  fuffer 
for,  than  to  boaft  of  it  (a). 

The  Poles,  having  now  no  further  hopes,  depend- 
ed entirely  upon  their  vigilance  and  love  of  glory  to 
make  up  for  the  inferiority  of  their  forces.  On  the 
2 3th  of  Odtpber,  they  were  in  a dangerous  fituation. 

Their  right  wing  was  again  attacked,  and  during 
the  adtion,  Norad  in  fwam  a-crofs  the  Niefter  below 
the  mouth  of  the  Seevits,  which  he  croffed  alfo,  and 
came  and  fell  open  the  left.  •'  The  center  continued 
immoveable,  obfcrving , the  morions  of  Ibrahim, 
who  waited  for  a proper  opportunity  to  make  the 
adtion  general,  but  this  opportunity  did  not  come. 

The  two  attacks,  though  very  warm,  were  with- 
out fuccels.  "Three  thoufand  infidels  were  flain : 
the  Tartars  repaired  the  river,  and  the  Turks  the  ri- 
vulet. 

Ibrahim,  -perceiving  all  the  difficulties  of. getting 
a vidtory,  reiolved  to  carry  on  his  attacks  with  great- 
er art.  He  now  laid  liege  to  the  army  which  he  had 
hitherto  only  blockaded.  The  trenches  were  regu- 
larly opened,  as  if  it  had  been  before  a fortified  town ; 
and  feven  great  cavaliers  were  eredted,  with  a la- 
bour, of  which  ;perhaps  the  Turks  alone  are  capable. 

Ibrahim  eredted  his  tent  in  the  midft  of  the  labour- 
ers, to  animate  them  to  their,  work.  The  heavy  ar- 
tillery was  foon  ready  to  play;  and.  a battery  of 

(a)  Zalnfki,  too).  i»  p-  565.  Lengn.  p.  249. 
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forty-eight  pounders  kept  plowing  up  the  PolHh 
camp  from  morning  to  night,  and  carrying  off  men 
and  horfes.  The  death  of  Major-General  Gebrolkt 
was  particularly  lamented ; and  he  had  S'  military 
tomb  eredted  for  him,  in  the  manner  of  the  ancient 
Romans.  A ball  went  through  the  King’s  tent; 
and  the  army  defired  him  either  to  remove  to  a 
greater  diftance,  or  at  lead  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be 
covered  with  a mound  of  earth  : but  he  rejected  up- 
on the  prefent  occafion  this-  precaution,  which  at  an- 
other time  he  would  perhaps  have  liked.  When 
the  danger  is  extreme,  a King  muft  fhare  it  with  his 
fubjedts,  who  facrifice  more  for  his  glory  than  their 
own.  Several  General  officers,  who  had  dug  them- 
felves  places  of  flielter,  now  appeared  again  with 
great  alacrity. 

. In  the  mean  time,  the  Turkifli  trenches  were  car- 
ried on  with  great  vigour,  and  began  to  draw  near 
the  entrenchments.  John  ordered  counter-trenches 
to  be  dug,  and  two  armies  were  feen  advancing  to- 
wards each  other  under  ground  *,  a thing  which  had 
hitherto  been  without  example.  A battle  Would 
have  been  a relief  to  the  Poles  •,  for  their  fxtuation 
grew  very  alarming.  The  forage  which  they  had 
collected  in  the  camp  was  all  confirmed.  'Hie  adja- 
cent foreft,  which,  as  a laft  refource,  furnifhed  leaves 
for  the  horles,  which  they  mixed  with  a little  grain, 
no  longer  afforded  any  thing  but  naked  wood  *,  and 
this  wood,  that  is  to  fay,  the  tendered  branches  of 
the  trees,  ftill  ferved  for  nouriffiment.  Nor  were  the 
men  in  a better  condition : all  that  they  had  left  was 
bread  dealt  out  very  fparingly,  and  the  King  was  oblig- 
ed to  take  up  with  the  fame  fare  as  the  foldiers.  The 
artillery,  by  being  obliged  to  anfwer  a fuperior  fire, 
had  almofi:  exhaufted  the  ftock  of  ball:  even  the 
powder  required  good  management,  fince  that  which 
was  brought  from  Dantzick  could  come  no  farther 
than  Leopol.  If  the  infidels  had  fuffered  much  in 
...  , 6 their 
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their  frequent  attacks,  the  Chriftians  had  fuffered 
much  more  in  proportion  to  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
number,  by  repelling  thofe  attacks.  Radziwil  and 
Potolki,  the  deliverers  who  were  impatiently  expect- 
ed, had  marched  with  ten  thoufand  frelh  troops;  but 
no  reinforcement,  no  convoy  had  been  able  to  make 
it’s  way  through  the  Turks.  In  Ihort,  all  things 
failed  the  Poles,-  except  thejr  courage;  and  every 
hour  might  prove  fatal  (a). 

The  Queen,  who  was  recovering  her  health  at  War- 
law,  undertook  to  ward  off  the  deftiny  of  the  King 
and  the  kingdom.  She  called  together  the  fenators 
in  her  palace,  and  laid  before  them  the  frightful  ficua- 
tion  of  affairs.  All  voted  for  the  affembling  of  the 
pofpolite,  and  the  primate  iflued  out  his  univerfals. 
for  that  purpofe,  which  is  the  ordinary  pra&ice  in 
Poland,  when  all  is  given  over  for  loll. 

Authority  mull  needs  be  a thing  of  a very  delicate 
nature;  for,  as  foon  as  the  King  was  informed  of 
the  fenatus-confultum  that  was  made  for  his  delive- 
rance, he  complained  of  their  having  violated  the 
royal  prerogative,  by  which  the  King  only  has  a 
power  of  aflembling  the  pofpolite.  In  fad,  he  de- 
pended more  upon  his  own  courage  and  that  of  his 
troops,  than  upon  the  flow  efforts  of  an  undifciplin- 
ed  body  of  nobles.  . ' 

Ibrahim,  thinking  himfelf  fure  of  conquering  by 
famine,  and  being  willing  to  fpare  the  effufion  of 
Muffulman  blood,  deputed  to  the  King  two  Balhaws 
and  twenty- four  Janizaries,  who  had  nothing  in  their 
hands  but  long  white  ftaffs,  their  only  weapons  when 
they  are  not  going  to  battle;  for  the  Turks  are  afto- 
nilhed  at  the  Chriftians  for  going  to  lee  their  friends 
in  time  of  full  peace,  with  fwords  by  their  fldes. 
The  deputies  reprefented  to  John,  “ that  the  Seraf- 
“ kier  was  folly  acquainted  with  the  extremities  tq 

(a)  Zalufld,  tom.  i.  p.6u.  andfeq. 
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y.  i6(-6.  “ which  their  campwas  reduced ; that  all  relief  was 
“ impoflible;  that  a prudent  Prince  ought  to  fub- 
“ mit  to  the  laws  of  neceffity ; that  defpair  had 
« ruined  more  armies  than  K had  laved;  that  the 
“ Grand-Seignior  aimed  at  no  farther  conquefts  in 
« Poland;  that  he  required  only  the  Execution  of 
« the  treaty  of  Boudchaz,  whkh  had  been  perfidi- 
«*  oufly  violated ; that  Poland,  by  becoming  tribu* 
««  tary,  would  for  the  future  live  peadeably  under 
«c  his  high  protection,  like  the  Tartars,  Coflacks, 
««  and  many  others ; ind  they  all  fwore  by  theif 
“ beards  and  miiflachios  to  enfure  the  fafety  of  the 
**  Polilh  army,  offering  to  continue  as  hoftages  till 
«•  it  had  pafled  the  Niefter,  after  the  figning  of  a 
“ more  folid  peace  than  the  former.” 

■ John  anfwered,  “ that  if  the  lead  mention  was 
**  made  in  the  treaty  of  the  tribute  impofed  upon  his 
“ predeceflor,  he  would  content  to  no  peace ; and 
*•  that  if  the  Serafkier  had  orders  to  infift  upon  that 
“ article,  he  only  defired  him  to  allow  him,  on  the 
■ ct  other  fide  of  the  river,  a fpoe  fufficient  to  draw  up 
“ his  troops  in  battalia  ; and  that  then  they  would 
•*  decide  the  point  fword  in  hand.”  The  deputies 
departed  with  this  anfwer,  reproaching  him  with  all 
the  blood  that  would  foon  be  fpilt. 

This  haughty  behaviour  of  the  King  ill  agreed 
with  the  extremities  to  which  he  was  reduced ; for 
having  ordered  the  rations  to  be  counted,  there  were 
found  only  enough  for  four  days  more.  As  loon  as 
the  night  came  on,  he  gave  his  orders  for  beginning 
tTie  attack  next  morning  at  break  of  day.  He  after- 
wards confefied,  that  he  never  felt  any  uneafinels 
equal  to  that  of  this  night.  He  reflected,  that  it  was 
he  who  had  drawn  the  republic  into  this  war ; that 
it  was  he  who  had  formed  the  plan  of  the  cam- 
paign, contrary  to  the  opinion  of  all  the  Generals; 
that  all  his  former  victories  were  ufelefs,  if  he  failed 
of  this;  that  he  muft  either  perilh  by  hunger.  Or 
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force  his  way  through  more  than  a hundred  and  Y.  >676. 
fourfcore  thoufand  men,  with  little  more  than  thirty 
thoufand ; and  in  fhort,  that,  inftead  of  continuing 
to  be  the  hero  of  his  country,  he  was  perhaps  juft 
going  to  become  it’s  deftroyer.  But  when  he  re- 
flected, that,  in  order  to  fave  the  army,  he  inuft  re- 
new the  infamous  treaty  of  Boudchaz,  his  mind  was 
fixed  in  a refolution  of  putting  every  thing  to  the 
rifk.  - 

y Let  every  one,  who  knows  not  the  power  of  cou- 
rage and  die  mutability  of  fortune,  learn  to  hope. 

John  was  extremely  furprized  at  feeing  the  two  Ba~ 
fliaws,  who  had  addrefled  him  the  evening  before, 
return  before  break  of  day.  The  feene  had  chang- 
ed in  die  night  by  a concurrence  of  unexpected  ' 
events. 

The  Janizaries,  from  the  very  beginning  of  the 
Campaign,'  were  diflat  isfied  at  not  having  the.  Sultan, 
or  at  leaft  the  Vizir,  at  their  head.  “ The/  aban* 

♦*  don  themfdves  to  their  pleafures,  faid  they,  while 
**  we  are  fufimng  for  their  fakes.  They  give  us  i 
Ample  Serafkier,  as  if  we,  who  founded  the  Em- 
**  pire,  were  not  worthy  of  fighting  in  the  prefence 
**■  of  the  Emperor  himfclf.”  The  forced  marches 
they  had  made  in  order  to  furraund  the  Poles,  the 
' cbntimial  fatigues  they  had  undergone  without  com- 
ing to  a dechive  aCtion,  all  contributed  to  encreafe 
their  murmurs,  and  the  fedition  was  ready  to  burft 
out  in  a flame  (tt).  . 

- The  Tartars,  who  found  they  were  detained  upon 
the  frontiers,  inftead  of  going  to  plunder  jh  the  heart 
•of  the  kingdom,  exerted  themfelves  in  a very  feeble 
manner.  They  confidered  Poland  as  their  general 
magazine;  .and  did  not  wifh  to  fee  it  become  a Tur- 
kifh  province,  becaufe  in  that  cafe  they  ihould  be 
forced  to  refpeCt  it.  The  King  was  not  unacquaint- 
ed with  their  difpofitionS  j and  to  make  their  weak 
( aj  Cantemir,  tom.  ii.  p»  72. 
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y.  1676;  efforts  ftill  weaker,  having'but  little  powder  left,  he. 
attacked  them  with  gold.  He  found  means  to  get> 
accefs  this  way  to  their  leader  ; and%  to  make  Ibrahim 
uneafy,  Ke  took  care  to  publilh  it.  The  Cham  de- 
nied the  fadl ; but  the  fufpicion  ftill  remained. 

To  encreafe  his  anxiety,  Ibrahim  had  juft  receiv- 
ed information  that  the  powers  of  Chriftendom  were 
fending  ambafladors  to  treat  of  peace,  or  to  enter  in- 
* to  the  war.  The  Marquis  de  Bethunefrom  France, 
and  lord  Hide  (a)  from  England,  were  already  arriv- 
ed at  Leopol;  and  demanded  paftports  of  the  Tur- 
kifh  General  to  go  to  the  King’s  camp. 

. Another  piece  of  intelligence  difturbed  him  ftill 
more.  An  army  of  Mufcovites  was  upon  the  march,, 
to  pour  in  upon  the  Ukraine  and  deliver  Poland  ; 
an  event  which  was  brought  about  by  a fecret  nego- 
tiation of  the  King’s.  In  fine,  the  fealbn  which  was 
pretty  far  advanced,  (it  being  the  28th  of  Oftober, 
the  thirty-eight  day  of  the  blockade)  the  rain  which 
had  kept  failing  for  feme  time,  the  long  march 
, before  he  could  reach  the  other  fide  of  the  Danube, 
the  poflibiiity  that  provifions  might  fall  (hort  for  fa 
great  a multitude;  all  thefe  confiderations  determin- 
ed Ibrahim  to  lend  a favourable  ear  to  peace,  and  he 
gave  notice  of  his  intentions  to  John. 

Ibrahim  had  very  extenfive  powers,  with  a pofi- 
rive  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  in  the  moft  ad- 
vantageous manner  he  could.  He  no  longer  infilled 
upon  the  tribute,  but  di&ated  in  a great  meafure  the 
other  conditions.  He  required  firftof  all,  that  Po- 
land lhould  enter  into  an  alliance  with  the  Tartars 
againft  the  Mufcovites,  who  were  marching  to  deli- 
ver it.  This  demand  was  rejedted  with  horror  as  un- 
juft and  infamous ; and  they  were  on  the  point  of 

1 (a)  He  was  brother-in-law  to  James  II.  by  that  Prince’s  fiift 
wife.  He  lent  a trumpet  with  fix  Walachians  and  an  interpre- 
ter; who  had  all  their  heads  cut  off  by  the  Tartars,  3 people 
who  know  little  of  the  law  of  nations. 
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talcing  up  arms  again  on  bpth  fides.  Ibrahim,  after  y.  167s. 
having  ftoimed  at  the  delicacy  of  an  enemy  to;  whom  . 
he  coniidered  himfelf  as  doing,  a favour,  grew  calm 
again,  andpropofed  more  tolerable  conditions,  which, 
were  at  length  accepted.  ; 

l.  ' 

The  Ukraine  had  kindled  the  firft  fpark  of  this 
war.  The  Porte  gave  up  two  thirds  of  it  to  Poland  i 
and  the  other  third  to  the  Cofiacks,  who  lhould  con- 
tinue under  the  protection  of  the  Grand  Seignior. 

By  this  fettlement,  the  Turks  kept  a fobting  in  the 
Ukraine,  and  an  entry  into  Poland,  for  any  circum- 
ftance  that  might  arife. 

II. 

Podolia,  the  other  key  of  Poland,  had  been  ceded 
to  the  Turks  by  the  unhappy  Michael,  who  ' now  , 
reftored  part  of  it  to  the  Poles,  but  kept  the  two 
beft  places,  Jaflowiecz  and  Katninieck.  The  latter 
was  of  fuch  importance,  that,unlefs  it  had  re- 
mained to  the  Tprks,  Ibrahim  would  never  have 
figned  the  peace. 

m. 

Some  Hords  of  Tartars  had  fettled  in  Lithua- 
nia  and  being  probably  weary  of  the  Polifh  go- 
vernment, it  was  ftipulared,  that  they  lhould  be 
free  to  return  under  the  protection  of  the  Ottoman 
empire.  By  this  means,  Lithuania  was  deprived  . 
of  many  ufeful  hands,  both  for  the  army  and  the 
plough. 

IV. 

It  was  fettled,  that  the  captives  (for  the  name 
of  prifoners  of  war  is  never  heard  of  between  the  . 
Turks  and  the  Poles  j lhould  be  reftored  on  each 
ftde. 

V. 
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’ V. 

y,  i67f.  - As  the  Porte  ufually  contrives  to  infert  loine 
pompous  article  in  every  treaty,  Poland  engaged 
to  fend  a magnificent  embafly  to  the  Grand  Seig- 
nior, ' and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  an  Envoy  fliouid 
accompany  Ibrahim  himfelf,  by  way  of  harbinger. 
The  perfon  pitched  upon  was  Andrew  Modrzewjki , 
Cup-bearer  <xf  Siraditu  Ibrahim  afktd  whether  his 
£gwe»  air,  and  carriage  .were  foch  as  made  him  fie 
to  appear  before  the  Grand- Seignior.  To  fatisfy 
bis  fcruples,  the  Envoy  was  prefented  to  hkn, 
tnd  gamed  bis  approbation. 

There  is  nothing  in  this  delicacy  of  the  Turk* 
which  ought  to  raife  our  aftonifhment.  All  the 
children  that  are  educated  in  the  feraglio,  in  order 
to  fill  public  offices,  are  well  made  and  hapdfome. 

- Great  care  is  taken  that)  they  have  no  natural  de» 
fedts.i  no  court  is  competed  of  perfbns.that  make 
a betcer  appearance.  The  Turks  lay,  thft  it  is  im- 
pofiible  a bate  mind  (hould  inhabit  p ha^dfome 
body.;  . - 

An  article,  that  came  laft  to  be  treated  of,  was 
warmly  difputed.  The  Greek,  Payanotos , that 
fecond  Ulyffes,  who  Jiad  contributed  by  a ftrata- 
getn  to  the  taking  of  Candy  in  1669,  had  obtained 
a grant  from  CuprogH,  that  the  fchifmatical  Greek 
church  lhauld  have,  for  the  future,  the  keeping  of 
all  the.  holy  places  in  Paleftine,  notwithftanding  the 
oppofition  of  the  orthodox  Latin  Monks.  The 
Divan'  had  decided,  that,  as  Jerufalem  was  under 
the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  Greek  church  before  the-  time 
of  the  Crufades,  its  pretenfions  were  juft.  John  re- 
quired that  the  holy  places  fhould  be  reftored  to  the 
Latins : Wbatfignijks  this  to  you,  faid  Ibrahim,  fro* 
.Hided  you  earn  cents  there  tend  voorfhip  your  pretended 
God  ? IVe  are  far  from  hindering  you : and,  after  all , are 
5 " not 
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not  theft  Greeks , Chrifians  as  well  as  you  ? That  the  y.  ,6,8. 
God,  whofe  monuments  they  kept,  held  them  in 
abhorrence,  was  a propofition  he  would  not  Men 
to.  However,  he  did  not  think  that  this  difficulty 
ought  to  retard  the  peace,  and  it  Was  figned  on  tho 
29th  of  Odober. 

Ibrahim  had  not  done  all  that  he  might  with  io 
great  a force  t but  John  had  done  much  more  than 
could  be  expected.  When  he  palled  the  Niefter,  to 
flop  two  fuch  armies  upon  the  frontiers,  all  Eu- 
rope accufed  him  of  ralhncfs,  and  gave  him  over 
for  loft.  But  heroes  judge  better  of  one  another. 

The  great  Conde  admired  his  conduct,  and  con- 
gratulated him  on-  it  by  letter. 

And  yet  when  we  reflect  on  the  caule  of  fo  long 
a war,  who  is  there  that  will  dare  to  be  an  advo- 
cate for  feverity  ? The  Coffacks  complained  of  op* 
preflion,  were  not  liftened  to,  and  revolted.  Com* 
mon  juftice  and  mild  treatment  would  have  quieted 
the  commotion  ; whereas  rigour  involved  their  Go* 
vemors  in  a war  of  eight  and  thirty  years  conti- 
nuance. The  Turks  took  part  in  the  quarrel,  and 
every  campaign  feemed  to  open -the  grave  of  Po* 
land.  At  length,  the  cataftrophe  came  v and  gave 
occalion  for  deploring  equally  the  power  of  Prin- 
ces' and  the  mifery  of  fubje&s,  In  four  campaigns, 
Mahomet  loft  more  than  two  hundred  thouftnd 
men,  and  expended  fums  fufficicnt  to  have  relieved 
millions  of  unhappy  perfons.  By  fo  great  a w.afte 
of  men  and  money,  what  advantages  did  he  reap  ? 

A few  places  in  Podolia  and  the  Ukraine,  which 
he  was  not  fure  of  pofteffing  for  any  length  of 
time. 

On  the  other  fide,  Poland  thought  itfelf  fuffici- 
enriy  recompenccd  for  all  the  ravages,  burnings, 
depopulations,  and  horrors  it  had  fuffered,  by  being 
delivered  from  the  ignominious  tribute  that  Ma- 
homet had.impofed  upon  it. 

Th« 
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The' King  returned  home  crowned  with  glory ; 
but  he  foon  obfcured  its  luftre  in  the  opinion  of 
a haughty  republic.  The  weak  Michael  had  been 
reproached  for  his  accepting  the  order  of  the  Golden 
Fleece  5 John  was  inverted  with  that  of  the  Holy 
Gboft  at  Zolkiew,  by  the  Marquis  de  Bethune, 
brother-in-law  to  the  Queen.  “ It  was  (looping 
“ to  the  Pride  of  France,  faid  the  Poles,  to  wear 
“ its  livery:”  and  the  indecency  was  fo  much  the 
greater,  as  France  had  conftandy  refilled  to  give 
the  title  of  Majejly  to  the  Kings  of  Poland,  and 
particularly  to  John  himfelf,  when  in  the  year  1674, 
he  folicited  it  by  his  Ambaflador  Andrew  Chry- 
foftom  Zalufki  (a).  This  title  of  Majejly,  of 
which  Trajan  thought  himfelf  unworthy,  and  which 
Chriftians  formerly  gave  to  God  only,  was  de- 
ferved  by  few  Kings  better  than  by  John  Sobiejki ; 
and  Lewis  XIV.  who  refufed  it  him,  gave  in  his 
letters,  in  1655,  the  title  of  Brother  to  the  ufurper 
Cromwell.  The  Queen  was  acquainted  with  all 
this;  but  being  at  that  time  more  a French- 
woman than  a Pole,  (he  prevailed  upon  her  huf- 
band  to  (hew  France  this  mark  of  confideration, 
without  confulting  the  inclinations  of  Poland. 

The  republic  exprefied  its  refentment  on  this 
account,  when  in  an  afiembly  of  the  States-Gene- 
ral,  it  was  propofed  to  ratify  the  peace  of  Zuraw- 
no.  They  had  nothing  to  accufe  the  King  of 
with  regard  to  the  treaty  itfelf  j but  they  were  re- 
fblved  to  mortify  him ; and  the  weaknefs  of  their 
objections  fufficiently  (hewed  what  difporttions  they 
were  in, . The  Emperor,  who  was  a great  gainer, 
while  Poland  kept  the  Turks  employed,  and  ex- 
haufted  itfelf,  endeavoured  by  his  emirtaries  and 
his  money,  to  embroil  things  (till  more.  But  John 
furmomqgd  all  obrtacles,  and  Cent  away  the  great 

(a)  Zalulki,  tom.  i.  p.  525. 
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embalfy  which  Ibrahim  had  required,  with  the  y 
Palatine  of  Culm  at  its  head.  When  he  arrived  at 
Baud-Pacha,  a country- feat  belonging  to  the  Sul- 
tans, about  a mile  from  Conftantinople ; he  thought 
it  would  enhance  the  dignity  of  the  republic  to  in- 
fill upon  an  honour  which  had  never  been  granted. 
Viz.  to  be  received  by  the  Vilir  at  the  very  gate  of 
the  city. 

The  anfwer'  returned  by  Kara-Muftapha,  the 
haughtieft  of  all  Vifirs,  was,  that  if  the  Ambafla- 
dor  liked  • his  fituation  at  Daud- Pacha,  he  might 
ftay  there  till  a frelh  order.  He  did  flay  there  in 
faft,  and  was  very  narrowly  watched  ; but  when 
the  Vifir  was  informed  of  his  demanding  provi- 
fions  for  a retinue  of  feven  hundred  Poles,  he  or- 
dered him  to  be  told,  that  “ if  he  was  come  to 
“ take  Conftantinople, . his  number  of  men  was 
“ too  fmall ; and  if  he  came  only  to  make  a figure, 

“ it  was  too  great;  but,  be  that  as  it  would,  the 
“ Grand-Seignior  could  as  eafily  furnilh  provifions 
“ for  feven  hundred  Poles,  as  .for  feven  thoufand 
“ who  were  rowing  in  his  gallies  ( a).” 

There  wanted  only  fuch  an  incident  as  this  to  re- 
new the  war  between  the  two  nations  ; lb  little  Icru- 
pulous  are  the  Governors  of  the  world  about  the 
effufion  of  human  blood ! But  the  King  of  Po- 
land being  informed  of  the  difpute,  and  not  think- 
ing that  the  honour  of  his  crown  was  concerned  to 
vindicate  the  abfurdity  of  his  Ambaflador,  lent  or- 
ders to  him  to  make  his  entry,  without  infilling 
upon  fuch  an  unufual  demand.  The  Ahnbafiador 
obeyed ; but  relblving,  after  all,  to  do  fomething 
extraordinary,  he  lhod  his  horles  with  plates  of  fil- 
ver,  which  being  failened  with  only  two  nails,  came 
off  in  the  proceffion.  A French  Ambaflador  once 
did  the  fame  at  Rome;  and  both  were- equally 

fa)  Cantemir,  tom.  iir  p.  73. 
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y.  1677.  blarneable ; for  it  is  always  the  people  that  pays  | 
for  thefe  extravagancies.  One  of  thefe  ihoes  be- 
ing brought  to  the  Vilir,  This  infidel,  fays  he,  has 
Jhoes  of filver,  but  a bead  of  lead ; face,  being  fat 
hither  by  an  indigent  republic,  be  does  not  snake  a bet- 
ter u/e  of  bis  money  (a). 

The  Ambaffador  was  once  more  upon  the  point  1 
ofbreakihg  all  off,  when  two  Capuji-Bacbis,  taking 
him  by  each  arm  to  conduit  him  to  the  Grand- 
Seignior’s  throne,  fignified  to  him,  that  be  muft 
lay  by  his  fword.  Such  is  the  law  which  the  Porte 
• prefcribes  to  all  ambaffadors,  and  he  was  forced  to 
conform  to  it.  The  belt  thing  that  he  did,  was 
getting  the  two  following  articles  to  be  added  to 
the  treaty  of  £urawno,  when  he  delivered  the  re- 
public’s ratification  of  it. 

We  give  orders,  fays  the  Sultaq,  to  our  armies 
of  the  Tartars  of  Crim  and  Budziac,  to  the  Cof- 
facks  and  Tranfylvanians,  to  defift  from  this  time 
and  henceforward  for  ever,  from  entering  Po- 
land without  our  command  j and  we  forbid  them 
to  commit  there  any  all  of  pillage  or  hoftility 
whatfoever : and  if  it  happens  that  any  violation 
of  this  peace  fhould  proceed  from  them,  all  fach 
as  fhall  have  fuftained  any  damage  thereby,  ihall 
receive  reftitution,  upon  producing  proper  proofs. 

We  promiie,  upon  our  Imperial  word  and  oath, 
and  proteft  before  God,  the  Creator  of  heavenand 
earth,  and  by  the  miracles  of  Mahomet  the  great 
Prophet,  the  fun  of  the  two  ages  upon  whom  the 
glory  of  the  Divine  Majefty  refts,  that  we  will  not 
break  any  of  thefe  articles,  nor  perplex  them  with 
difficulties  or  equivocations:  but,  on  the  contrary, 
the  peace  and  union  now  accomplifhed  and  rati- 
fied, (hall  be  equal  in  duration  with  our  glorious 
(a)  Caatemlr,  tain.  ii.  p.  7+. 
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empire : provided  always,  that  the  King  of  Po- 
land, his  Palatines  and  Generals,  (hall  occafion  no 
impediment  thereto,  and  fhall  do  nothing  againft 
the  tenor  of  this  peace  and  friendfliip,  and  (hall  ho- 
nour it  according  to  its"  juft  value.  May  the  in- 
habitants of  Poland  enjoy  it  in  its  utmoft  extent, 
under  thelhadow  6f*,our  pwteftion. 

Thus  every  thing  was  at  length  concluded.  Six 
months  Jiad  been  fpent  in  , regulating  the  ceremo- 
nial of  an  Ambafiador's  entry ; whereas  a peace 
was  fettled  between  the  two  nations  in  three  days 
upon  a field  of  ,batde. 


End  of  dif.  Fourth  Book. 
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BOOK  V. 


v*  t67t-  TT  was  now  a long  time  that  the  republic  had 
X fupported  itfelf  by  dint  of  arms.  At  length  it 
begun  to  take  breath  under  the  laurels  with  which 
its  hero  had  crowned  it  •,  and  the  feven  fucceeding 
years  were  years  of  peace. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  prefent,  there  happened 
an  event,  which  occafioned  great  complaints  in  the 
diet  ailembled  at  Warfaw.  Poland  follows  the  ex- 
ample which  is  let  it  by  the  other  Catholic  ftates. 
A Cardinal  without  authority,  without  an  army, 
without  having  at  his  difpofal  either  honours  or 
fortune,  frequently  fprung  from  the  dunghill  of  a 
cloifter,  extends  his  protection  from  the  banks  of 
the  Tiber  over  nations  and  Kings.  Cardinal  Ur- 
fini,  at  that  timo  Prote&or  of  Poland,  had  placed 
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the  arms  of  the  kingdom  over  the  great  gate  of  his  y- 16?7- 
palace,  from  whence  he  had  removed  them,  by  fome 
unaccountable  caprice,  to  a place  lefs  vifible  and  - 
lefs  decent.  The  diet  exclaimed  loudly  at  this  in- 
fult.  The  King.promifed  to  make  Rome  feel  that 
a kingdom  is  well  able  to  protect  itfelf : and  fatis- 
faCtion  was  inftantly  made  (a). 

The  diets  in  Poland  are  generally  turbulent,  but 
the  prefent  was  very  peaceful.  The  King  gave 
audience  to  an  Ambaflador  from  Tartary,  who 
came  to  confirm  the  alliance  with  the  republic. 

His  retinue  was  far  from  being  fplendid.  When 
he  came  to  the  door  of  the  great- hall,  the  officers 
in  waiting  took  off  his  bonnet,  (as  he  fhewed  no  dif- 
polition  to  take  it  off  himfelf,)  which  left  him  no- 
thing but  a white  fkull-cap. ' -Over  againft  the  King 
was  a large  cufhion  in  the  Ttirkilh  fafhion,  upon 
which,  having  made  three  bows,  he  fat  down  crofs- 
leggcd,  and  made  his  harangue.  The  King,  in  re- 
turn enquired  after  the  health  of  the  Cham,  expa- 
tiated upon  the  mutual  advantages  of  a good  un- 
derftanding  between  the  two  nations,  and  fent  him 
away  loaded  with  prelents.  He  received  alfo  the 
homage  of  the  Dutchy  of  Courland,  but  upon  con- 
dition that  the  Duke  lhould,  for  the  future,  pay  it 
in  perfbn  (b).  The  diet  expreffed  its  fatisfaftion  at 
the  peace  made  at  Zurawno,  with  the  Turks,  by 
beftowing  thoufands  of  bleflings  upon  the  deliverer 
of  his  country ; and  all  the  orders  of  the  ftate  had 
one  and  the  fame  will  with-'  him  (c). 

But  if  the  republic  enjoyed  perfect  tranquillity, 
a city  which  fiourifhed  under  its  protection  was  agi- 
tated- with  inteftine  convulfions.  "Dantzick,  after 
having  had  the  good  fortune  of  efcaping  from  the 
tyranny  of  the  Teutonic  Knights,  and  the  power 

(a)  Zalufki,' tcm/ii/p.  673.  * 

(b)  Chvalc.  Jur.  Pu.bL  p.542.  • 

(c)  Lengnich,  p.  252. 
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y.  >677.  of  Kings,  to  enjoy  the  liberty  of  a Hanfe-Town* 
feemed  to  grow  weary  of  being  happy.  The  ma* 
giftrates  accufed  the  people  of  being  ungovernable  y 
and  the  people  complained  of  being  opprefied  by 
the  magiftrates.  Some  of  the  feditious  were  drag- 
ged  to  prifon,  and  others  broke  their  chains  to  aim 
them  at  the  heads  of  the  Minifters  of  juftice.  If 
the  poinard  was  not  yet  lifted  up  againft  the  Ma- 
giftrates, no  fort  of  infult  was  fpared  them  y and 
every  thing  vifibly  tended  towards  anarchy  and 
bloodlhed. 

The  King,  leaving  his  (pbjedb  to  enjoy  the  fweets 
of  peace,  hafted  to  appeafe  thefe  madmen  y and  was 
followed  by  the  Queen,  notwithftanding  her  being 
big  with  child.  No  woman,  in  fuch  a fituation, 
could  be  lefs  tender  of  herfelf : Ihe  travelled  with 
as  little  delicacy  as  any  citizen’s  wife  of  Warfaw, 
wearing  a prefervative,  the  virtue  of  which  ought 
to  have  been  tried  upon  fome  other  perfon.  It  was 
a girdle  made  of  the  (kin  of  an  urus,  a fpecies  of 
wild  ox,  with  remarkably  long  hair,  and  a goat’s 
beard. 

Upon  the  King’s  arrival,  the  Dantzickers  fuf- 
pended  their  fury.  He  heard  the  complaints  both 
of  the  people  and  the  Magiftrates  y and  if  he  leemed 
to  incline  towards  either  fide,  it  was  according  to 
the  Chinefe  rule,  which,  in  public  diflenfions,  al- 
ways fuppofes  the  Mandarins  to  be  in  the  wrong. 
Not  that  he  did  not  difcover  faults  on  each  fide  y 
but  as  he  could  not,  without  injuftice,  punifti  the 
people,  and  fpare  the  Magiftrates,  he  convinced 
them,  it  was  for  their  own  intereft,  that  no  fcaf* 
folds  fhould  be  eredted.  He  was  forced  to  hear 
all  their  complaints,  examine  a-new  into  all  the 
laws,  infpedt  the  management  of  the  public  money, 
fettle  the  proportion  of  taxes,  and  wind  up  afrefti 

(a)  Lengnich.  p.252. 
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t?ie  whole  machine  of  government,  which  was  juft  Y*  l677* 
going  to  fall  in  pieces.  He  found  greater  difficult 
ties  in  re-eftablilhing  order  than  in  conquering  his 
enemies,  and  valued  himfelf  more  upon  his  fuc- 
cefs,  in  reftoring  peace  among  men,  without  deftroy- 
ing  them,  than  upon  the  acquifition  of  a-  vic- 
tory. 

He  ftaid  in  this  city  fix  months  j but  the  fa- 
tisfadtion  he  enjoyed  there,  was  difturbed  by  the 
death  of  the  Primate  Olfowfki,  whofe  prefence  and 
advice  he  had  defired  upon  this  occafion,  and  who 
deferved  the  tears  of  the  republic.  It  is  a fmall 
part  of  his  praife,  that  he  difcharged  all  the  Epif- 
copal  fundtions  in  an  edifying  manner.  Neither 
the  anger,  nor  the  favour  of  Kings,  was  ever  able 
to  pervert  his  difinterefted  patriotifm.  He  oppofed 
Cafimir  in  his  plan  for  bringing  on  a premature 
eledtion  of  his  fucceflor.  He  openly  exprefied  his 
difapprobation  of  the  profcription  of  the  celebrated 
Lubomifflii.  Vhe  King  after  the  law , was  his 
ftanding  maxim.  An  embafiy,  in  which  he  had 
prevailed  upon  the  Emperor,  to  withdraw  his  for- 
ces out  of  Poland,  had  done  him  great  honour. 

His  application  to  the  ftudy  of  letters,  which  he 
loved  himfelf,  and  attempted,  by  founding  a pub- 
lick  library,  to  make  loved  by  others,  had  per- 
fedted  his  natural  eloquence.  With  this  weapon  he 
had  fubdued  more  than  one  fadtion,  and  brought 
back  the  Lithuanian  army  to  its  duty.  The 
Poles  faid  of  him,  that  he  furpaflcd  Cato  in  gra- 
vity, Cicero  in  eloquence,  and  Metellus  in  purity 
of  manners.  The  hyperbolical  flights  of  Polilh 
oratory  were,  in  this  inftance,  founded  upon 
truth  (a). 

The  King  regretted  the  lofs  of  his  friend  with 
as  much  real  concern  as  any  private  perfon  could 

( a)  Zaluflci,  tom.  i.  p.  694,  & 695. 
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y.  i cr;.  have  lhewn : but  his  grief  was  afiuaged  by  the  birth 
of  his  fecond  fon,  Prince  Alexander.  Prince  James 
was  commonly  ftik  d the  fon  of  the  Grand-Marfhal ; 
but  this  was  called  the  fon  of  the  King.  The 
Queen  was  brought  to  bed  of  him  in  the  town  of 
Dantzick.  Her  accompanying  the  King  in  all  his 
journeys',  was  as  much  out  of  a liking  for  bufinefs, 

• as  a conjugal  regard  for  his  perfon.  This  pafiion  of 
hers  for  governing  difpleaied  the  kingdom,  and 
brought  an  odium  upon  the  King.  The  Queens 
of  Poland  are  moft  exprdsly  forbid  to  meddle  with 
the  adminiftration.  The  Chancellors,  Chamber- 
- lains,  and  even  Deputies  are  charged  to  watch  over 
all  violations  of  this  regulation,  and  to  lay  them 
before  the  diet.  Not  that  the  Poles  are  backward 
to  own,  that  a Queen,  who  will  apply  herfelf  to 
bufinefs,  and  does  not  make  a bad  ufe  of  the  arti- 
fices and  charms  of  her  feX,  may  do  great  fervice 
both  to  the  Prince  and  the  people  ; but  they  have 
greater  apprehenfions  of  her  abufing  this  power, 
than  value  for  the  fervices  it  may  do  them. 

When  John  had  appeafed  the  difturbances  at 
Dantzick,  ^he  made  the  Mufcovites  fenfible  that 
it  was  their  intereft  to  live  at  peace  with  him. 
While  he  was  engaged  in  his  wars  againft  the  Turk, 
they  had  taken  pofidfion  of  three  Pdliih  Starofties, 
which  made  up  a whole  province.  They  now 
thought  proper  to  refiore  them,  with  an  indemnifica- 
tion of  two  millions  of  florins  (a). 

Y Not;  long  after,  he  fufiered  himfelf  to  be  drawn 

• jnto  an  act;  Qf  inj unice,  which  ended  but  unfuccefs- 
fully.  The  Elector  of  Brandenburgh  was  laying 
the  foundations  of  a power,  the  pi  dent  greet  nets 
of  which  would  aftonifh  him.  Pie  little  imagined 
that  a day  would  come,  when  Berlin  would  be 
a match  for  the  united  forces  of  Stockholm)  Peterf- 

. CcJ : Lengnkh.  p.  253. 
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burg , the  Germanic  Body , Vienna , and  Verfailles\ 
and  that  if  he  himfelf  was  the  Great  Elector,  his 
great- grand- fon  would  be  a great  King.  The  Elec- 
tor commanded  the  army  of  the  allies  in  Alface 
againft  France  ; and  it  was  of  great  conicquence  to 
find  him  employment  at  home.  While  Lewis  XIV. 
was  contriving  how  to  effect  it,  the  Marquis  de 
thune,  his  Ambaflador  in  Poland,  undertook  the 
talk.  He  was  a man;,  who,  with  all  the  agreeable- 
nefs  of  a fupple  Courtier,  poflefled  great  abilities, 
both  as  a General  and  a Statefman  ; being  lively, 
enterprifing,  laborious,  and  had  a talent  of  writing 
and  (peaking  with  amazing  facility.  He  entered 
intoa  clofe  connexion  with  the  Swedifh  Ambafia- 
dor,  and  by  this  means- got  accefs  to  the  cabinet 
of  Stockholm.  The  plot  was  ft  on  laid,  and  the 
Swedes  made  an  irruption  into  the  Elector’s  terri- 
tories in  Prufiia,  agamft  the  faith  of  treaties.  A 
pafiage  through  Courland  and  Samogitia  being  ne- 
ceflary  for  their  purpofts,  John  granted  it  at  the 
inftigation  of  Bethune,' 'who  infinuared  to  him, 
that  part  of  the  conquetls  fhouid  be  fettled  upori 
his  family  by  hereditary  right.  Conqueit  is  the 
chief  title  of  the  generality  of  fovereigns  ; and  John 
thought  lie  might  abb  the  King  upon  this  occafiori. 
But  his  hopes  were  toon  frultrated":  for -the  Elec- 
tor, at  the  head  of  ten  thoufand  men,  ran  to  the 
defence  of  his  dominions.  The  Swedifh  General, 
Henry  Horn , had  under  his  command  fixteen  thou- 
fand, of  which  fcarce  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
got  back  into  Livonia  ( a)  •,  and  the  King  of  Po- 
land fat  down,  with  the  regret  of  having  made  him- 
felf an  enemy,  without  getting  any  thing  by  it. 

• Soon  after,  he  met  with  another  mortification 
on  the  fide  of  France,  in  a family-concern.  His 
father-in-law,  the  Marquis  d’Arquien,  Jived  in’ 

(a)  Lengnich,  p.  253. 
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France  upon  his  commifiion  of  Captain  of  the  hun- 
dred Swifs-Guards  belonging  to  the  King's  brother. 
The  Marquis’s  daughter,  the  Queen  of  Poland, 
was  paffionately  defifous  of  feeing  him  honoured 
with  the  title  of  Duke.  The  King,  who  had  the 
fame  wifh,  applied  for  this  favour  to  Lewis  XIV. 
and  had  no  doubt  of  fucceeding.  In  the  whole 
Courfe  of  his  fortune,-  he  had  always  kept  up  a 
clofe  connexion  with  that  monarch;  he  had  al- 
ways been  the  leader  of  the  French  party  in  the 
field  of  ele&ioq ; and  in  cafe  he  was  obliged  to 
quit  his  country,  on  account  of  the  odium  he  might 
incur,  Lewis  had  offered  him  an  advantageous 
fettlement  in  France ; a MarjbaVs  Staff,  if  he  retain- 
ed a relifh  for  military  glory  ; or  the  title  of  Duke , 
if  he  aimed  only  at  an  eafy  and  honourable  ftate 
of  vegetation.  The  latter  dignity,  as  he  had  now 
no  occafion  for  it,  he  flattered  himfelf  he  lhould 
be  able  to  obtain  for  his  father-in-law.  Lewis, 
anfwered,  that  he  was  willing  to  oblige  him,  pro- 
vided the  Marquis  would  put  himfelf  in  a condi- 
tion to  receive  fuch  a favour,  by  acquiring  an  eftate 
fit  to  bear  the  title  of  a dutcby. 

While  thefe  propofals  were  making,  the  Mar- 
quis de  Bethune,  who  afpired  to  the  fame  honour, 
without  knowing,  that  he  was  his  father-in-law’s 
rival,  had  engaged  for  himfelf  the  intereft  of  M. 
de  Seignelai  his  friend,  and  M.  Colbert;  giving 
them  to  underftand,  that  he  could  get  the  protec- 
tion of  his  brother  in  law,  the  King  of  Poland, 
when  it  was.  time  to  produce  it.  The  two  Mi- 
nifters  promifed  him,  to  take  an  occafion  of  men- 
tioning it  to  the  King,  and  actually  did  fix  Lewis 
Would  have  chofe  rather  to  confer  this  dignity  upon 
Bethune,  than  upon  one  of  his  brother’s  domeftics, 
M I will  pot  make,  faid  he,  two  Dukes  together. 
*<*  in  the  fame  family.  The  perfon  that  the  King 
of  Poland  chufes  fhall  have  the  preference. 

Nq 
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No  one  expected  a third  competitor,  who  now  y 
entered  the  lifts. 

This  new  candidate  was  a perfon  named  Brifa- 
eier.  Secretary  to  Maria  Lberefay  Queen  of  France. 

A Carnlelite  Friar  arrived  at  Warfaw,  charged  with 
letters  for  the  King  of  Poland.  The  fubftance  of 
the  firft  was,  “ that  the  perfon,  who  had  the  ho- 
“ hour  of  writing  to  his  Majefty,  was  obliged, 

**  at  tne  expence  of  his  mother’s  reputation,  to  rc- 

mind  him,  that  being  in  France,  juft  after  his 
“ quitting  the  academy,  he  had  an  intrigue  with 
**  a fine  woman,  who  had  placed  to  her  hufband’s 
“ account  a fon,  that  had  really -the  honour  of 
“ belonging  to  his  Majefty ; and  that  this  fon, 

*'  with  the  fortune  that  his  pretended  father  had 
“ left  him,  had  fcarce  been  able  to  purchafe  the 
“ poll:  of  Secretary  to  the  Queen  of  France ; that 
“ fince  fortune  and  merit  together  had  raifed  his 
“ true  father  to  a throne,  he  had  reafon  to  hope 
**  for  fome  promotion ; and  that,  in  fine,  the 
“ Queen  of  France  warfnly  lupported  his  re- 
“ queft.”  At  thefe  words,  the  Monk  prefented 
to  the  King  a letter  from  the  Queen,  preffing  him, 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  to  acknowledge  Brifacier , 
and  to  folicic  for  him  the  title  of  Duke. 

John  was  aftonifhed  at  all  this,  but  could  re- 
coiled none  of  the  circum fiances*,  till  a third  letter, 
containing  a bill  of  exchange  for  a hundred  thou- 
fand  crowns  (which  in  Poland  is  a fum  even  for  a 
King)  payable  at  Dantzick,  diflipated  the  confu- 
fion  of  his  ideas.  He  refleded  that  the  thing 
might  poffibly  be  as  it  was  reprefented  *,  and  a 
new  ray  of  light  completed  his  convidion.  This 
was  the  Queen’s  pidure,  richly  fet  with  diamonds, 
with  which  the  Monk  terminated  his  commtftion. 
The  King  confented  to  iblicit  at  Verfailles  the  title 
of  Dukey  for  this  fon  whom  he  had  forgot  in 
France,  and  now  thought  fit  to  acknowledge. 

S 4 Lewis. 
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Y-  l6'3-  Lewis  thought  it  ftrange,  that  he  fhould  be  ap- 
plied to  from  the  fame  quarter  for  three  favours  of 
the  fame  fort ; but  he  kept  the  thing  -fecret,  and 
fent  an  order  to  his  Ambaflfador  to  find  out,  whe- 
ther the  King  of  Poland  was  really  convinced  that 
Brifacier  was  his  fon.  The  Marquis  de  Bethune 
took  the  advantage  of  a hunting-party,  which  fur- 
nilhed  him  with  one  of  thofe  moments  in  which 
the  mind  is  off  its  guard,  and  conceals  nothing. 
By  Saint  S lari  fas,  faid  the  King  to  him,  I remem- 
ber net  the  le  ft  thing  cither  of  Monfieur  Brifacier 
or  his  wife.  I vjas  -eery  young  at  the  time  of  my 
living  in  France  ; and  had  fever al  intrigues  upon 
my  hands,  jotne  agree  able  enough and  others  the  ne- 
ver je,  in  a country  where  the  women  are  fo  eaftly 
get  at.  Brcfuier' s wife  may  poftibly  have  been  of 
the  number.  Indeed  hew  can  1 doubt  her  being  fo? 

■ This  bill  of  exchange,  this  failure  fet  with  diamonds, 
and  more  than  all  the  reft,  the  fftueen’s  letter  ajfures 
me,  that  hr  Secretary  is:  my  Jon.  The  Marquis 
de  Bethune  had  the  addrefs  to  get  poffefiion  of  this 
letter,  which  he  tranfrnitted  to  his  mafter.  The  ' 
Queen  law  that  it  was  figned  by  herfelf ; but  upon 
reading  the  letter,  declared  fire  never  entertained  a 
thought  of  lo  impertinent  a project,  and  that  Bri- 
facier- muft  needs  be  mad,  ever  the  lels,  (he  had 

certainly  put  her  name  to  it;  but  as  Princes  fign 
without  reading,  Brifacier,  inftead  of  having  a du- 
cal palace,  was  fent  to  take  Up  his  lodgings  in  the 
, Baftile,  where  he  confelfed  his  impofture. 

This  adventure,  which  would  have  made  any 
man,  but  a King,  ridiculous,,  cooled  the  zeal 
of  John’s  felicitation  for  fijs  father-in-law  ; and  be- 
fides  this,  the  eft  ate  which  was  to  be  created  into 
y.  1673.  a dutchy,  was  not  yet  purchafed.  As  for  the  Mar- 
quis de  Bethune,  who  was  a man  not  to  be  difeou- 
raged  by  dilappointments,  he  kept  a ftridt  watch 
upon  the  fituation  of  Europe,  refolving  to  deferve 
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the  honours  he  afpired  to,  by  doing  fome  new  y. 
fervice  to  France  in  the  courfe  . of  his  embafiy. 
The  diverfion  he  had  effected  in  Sweden  did  not 
fully  fucceed,  but  another  attempt  might  be  more 
fortunate.  Lewis  XIV.  laboured  inceffantly  to 
raife  himfelf  upon  the  ruins  of  the  houfe  of  Auf- 
tria.  The  Emperor  Leopold,  under  the  appear- 
ance of  great  moderation,  nourifhed  a profound 
ambition.  He  poffcflfed  Hungary  only  by  right  of 
election,  but  vvanted  to  appropriate  it  to  his  family  ; 
and  he  governed  it  in  the  mean  time  with  a rod 
of  iron.  The  blood  of  the  Counts  Serin} , Na- 
dafti , Frangipani , and,  Fattemback,  had  been  Ihed 
upon  fcaffolds ; and  yet  the  only  crime  of  thd'e 
great  fouls  was,  that  of  maintaining  their  laws, 
their  liberty,  and  their  religion. 

The  authors  of  thefe  violent  counfels  were  Je-  . 
fuits;  it  being  the  cuftom  of  that  age  to  bring  a 
difgrace  upon  government  by  fullering  Monks  to 
have  a (hare  in  it.  The  famous  Fekcli  burnt  with 
impatience  to  revenge  his  friends  and  his  coun- 
try. The.  Marquis  de  Bethune  knew  this;  and 
formed  a project  to  fupply  him  with  arms  and 
men,  which  fliould  be  iurnifhed  by  Poland;  but 
paid  for  by  France.  The  plan  was.tranfmitted  to 
the  cabinet  of  Verfailles,  and  approved  of.  Lewis 
XIV.  expelled  the . Protdlants  from  his  own  do- 
minions; but  prote&ed  them  in  Hungary  againft 
Leopold.  In  this  manner,  Princes  Support  fac- 
tions abroad,  which  they  would . punifli  capitally  at 
home. 

The  Kingv  of  Poland  was  gained  over  to  the 
’ fcheme ; but  there  was  fliil  one  difficulty  in  the 
V/ay,  as  he  could  not  levy  troops  without  the  con- 
join of  the  republic.  But  Kings  have  more  expe- 
dients than  one,  in  order  to  evade  the  laws.  He 
frill  kept  the  Starofty  of  Strict,  which  he  poflefied 
when  he  was  Grand-Marflial,  and . connived  at 

whatever 
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y »<79-  whatever  might  pafs  there.  His  example  was  fol- 
lowed by  thole  to  whom  the  republic  compnitted 
the  infpedtion  of  this  diftrift,  and  the  Marquis  de 
Bechune,  with  little  noile,  raifed  in  this  Starofty  an 
army  of  ten  thoufand  men,  which  he  was  preparing 
to  conduct  to  Tekeli.  A number  of  French,  who 
came  unobferved  into  Poland,  were  to  join  this  bo- 
dy of  troops.  It  would  have  been  a mortal  blow 
to  the  Emperor ; but  it  was  parried,  without  in- 
tending it,  by  a woman,  the  Marchionefs  of  Be- 
thune  herfelf.  She  was  filler  to  the  Queen  ; and 
before  her  marriage  had  been  Maid  of  Honour  to 
Henrietta  of  England,  wife  to  the  King’s  brother. 
The  Marchionels  could  not  help  being  a little  jea- 
lous when  Ihe  call  her  eyes  upon  her  filler’s  crown. 
Their  father,  the  Marquis  of  Arquien,  was  Hill 
• in  France  with  his  commifiion  of  Captain  of  the 
guards,  and  a great  many  debts. 

The  Queen,  who  had  laid  other  fchemes  for  his 
promotion,  than  that  of  a dutchy,  being  earnellly 
defirous  of  his  feeing  her  in  all  the  fplendor  of  a 
throne  he  fold  his  commifiion  to  put  himfelf  in 
a condition  to  appear  in  Poland.  But  the  Mar- 
chionefs  prevailed  on  the  King’s  brother  to  Hop 
the  money,  in  order  to  fecure  her  fortune,  which 
had  not  been  paid.  This  little  family  quarrel  now 
became  an  affair  of  Hate.  The  Queen,  being  in- 
formed of  this  proceeding  of  her  filler,  complained 
of  it  to  her,  and  to  her  hulband,  who  was  whol- 
ly unconcerned  in  it.  In  order  to  appeafe  her,  they 
both  wrote  to  the  King’s  brother  whatever  Ihe  dic- 
tated ; and  at  the  fame  time  adled  a part,  which  (if 
double-dealing  be  any  crime  in  courts)  made  them 
both  really  blameable.  Before  the  Queen’s  cou- 
rier could  get  to  his  journey’s  end,  they  fent  an  ex- 
prefs  to  the  Prince,  defiring  him  to  pay  no  regard 
to  what  Ihe  required.  Upon  this,  the  Queen  writ 
to. him  in  the  language  of  a crowned  head:  and 
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; the  Prince,  who  had  often  feen  her  at  his  feet,  hav-  y.  1679. 

' ing  reminded  her  of  that  circumftance,  acquainted 
her  with  the  whole  intrigue. 

■ The  Queen  was  of  a proud  and  haughty  tem- 
( per.  Her  father’s  lofing  his  dutchy,  the  price  of 
( his  commiflion  being  flopped,  the  anfwer  {he  had 
( received  from  the  Prince,  all  together  opened  an 
old  wound  in  her  mind,  which  was  but  imperfect- 
ly healed.  Not  long  after  her  elevation  to  the  throne, 
fhe  was  very  defirous  of  taking  a journey  into  France, 
from  the  natural  defire  of  making  a figure  in  her 
own  country.  Her  pretence  was  to  drink  the  wa- 
ters of  Bourbon  •,  but  upon  her  afking  the  court 
of  France,  whether  fhe  might  expeft  to  be  treated 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Queen-Dowager  of 
England,  the  Marquis  de  Louvois,  whofe  rough- 
nefs  fhewed  itfelf  upon  every  occafion,  gave  for 
anfwer,  that  there  was  a wide  difference  between  an 
hereditary  Queen  and  an  elettive  one.  She  refolved 
therefore  to  take  her  revenge  for  all  thefe  affronts 
together,  and  to  make  her  own  family  feel  a part 
of  it. 

She  begun  with  informing  the  Senators,  of  the 
levies  that  were  railing  in  the  Starofty ; and  fend-  1 
ing  for  the  Grand  and  Petty-General,  told  them 
that  an  armament,  carried  on  without  the  know- 
ledge qf  the  republic,  mult  needs  cover  fome  bad 
defign.  The  two  Generals  failed  not  to  reply, 
that  nothing  had  been  done  without  a tacit  order 
from  the  King.  Go  to  him  then , faid  the  Queen, 
and  give  him  att  account  of  my  having  reproached 
you  with  this  affitir.  No  one  could  be  more  pe- 
remptory than  the  King  when  he  commanded  at 
the  head  of  an  army ; but  he  loved  domeftic  peace. 

He  quickly,  took  part  in  the  Queen’s  refentment, 
and  ordered  the  Generals  to  so  themfefves  to  Strick, 
difband  the  troops,  and  difmifs  all  the  French  of- 
§cer$  who  came  to  fbare  in  the  glory  of  the  enter- 
prise. 
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y.  i6-j.  prize.  Lewis  was  offended  at  this  ftep  ; and  John 
on  his  fide  made  complaints  of  the  French  Am* 
bafiador  and  his  wife,  who  were  both  recalled,  and 
the  latter  banifhed  into  Tourairie.  The  Ambaf- 
fador  was  permitted  to  come  and  give  his  reafons 
a*-  court,  where  he  laid  the  whole  blame  of  his  ill 
fortune  upon  the  conduit  of  his  wife. 

From  this  time,  Verfailles  and  Warfaw  no  longer 
lived  in  the  fame  harmony.  The  Marquis  de  Be- 
thune  continued  a Marquis;  and  the  Captain  of 
the  hundred  Swifs  guards,  whom  France  did  not 
make  a Duke,  was  found  at  Rome  to  be  fit  to  be 
made  a Cardinal.  , 

y.  1680.  The  King  now  turned  towards  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  from  which  he  expected  great  affiftance 
• in  an  expedition  that  he  had  laid  the  plan  of.  He 
knew,  by  his  intelligence  in  the  Seraglio,  "that 
Mahomet  intended  to  attack  the  Emperor  Leo- 
pold ; but  as  yet  it  was  only  a projell,  and  as  the 
Turks  generally  make  immenfe  armaments,  there  is 
time  for  allion  while  th.  y are  getting  ready.  He 
knew  alfo  that  Mahomet,  depending  upon  the  late 
treaty  with  Poland,  had  left  .Kaminieck  and  Podo- 
lia  without  any  great  defence.  The . lofs  of  the 
former  was  incefiantly  regretted  by  the  republic; 
ami  its  recovery  would  bring  great  glory  to  the  King. 
Mahomet  indeed  had  reaion  to  be  without  appre- 
henfions,  if  treaties  between  Chriilians  and  infidels 
are  obligatory  ; but  people  form  their  ideas  of  mo- 
rality upon  the  principles  of  the  age,  and  the  place 
they  live  in.  Rome  was  always  ready  to  a&folve 
the  Poles  from  the  oaths  they  had  l worn  to  theTurks. 
The  King  faw  therefore,  that  if  he  could  prevail 
upon  1 eopold,  who  was  threatened  by  Mahomet,, 
to  be  before-hand  with  him,  he  fiiould  have  time 
to  feize  Kaminieck  on  a fudden,  under  a promife 
of  uniting  afterwards  his  arms  to  thofe  of  Leopold. 
He  thought  further  of  engaging,  ip  the  league,  the 
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republic  of  Venice  for  a diverfxon  by  fea,  and  Rome  y.  i6Sc, 
for  a fupply  of  money. 

To  carry  on  fuch  a negotiation,  there  needed 
an  Ambafiador  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  merit. 

The  Perlbn  that  John  pitched  upon  was  paffionately 
fond  of  chymiftry,  and  knew  but  little  of  the  matt 
ter *,  but  then  he  had  married  a filler  of  the  Queen’s. 

Prince  Radziwil  was  the  man  employed,  who  hav- 
ing mifcarried  at  Vienna  and'  Venice,  went  next  to 
Rome,  where  he  proftituted  the  dignity  of  God  and 
of  his  mailer  together.  He  gave  Pope  Innocent  XI. 
the  title  of  Divine  Majelly  on  earth,  and  laid  the 
crown  of  Poland  at  the  feet  of  this  new  deity  of 
his  own  making.  The  Pope  evaded,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  the  article  of  money,  and  anfvvered  him  only 
with  compliments,  good  wilhes,  and  benedi&ions. 

The  Prince  confidered  his  embafify  rather  as  a jour- 
ney of  curiofity,  than  in  the  light  of  a public  corn- 
million.  He  was  the  richell  nobleman  in  Poland  ; 
and  he  flattered  himfelf,  that,  in  his  rambles  over 
the  world,  he  Ihould  find  the  Philofopher’ s Jlone, 

His  death  luckily  fpared  him  the  juft  reproaches 
to  which  he  Would  have  been  expofed  in  Po- 
land^. 

If  the  fubjefts  of  art  arbitrary  government  have 
many  cruel  moments,  there  are  fuch  ado  for  Kings, 
who  have  only  a limited  power.  While  the  Polilh 
Ambafiador  was  throwing  away  his  feeble  eloquence 
m foreign  courts,  the  King  difplayed  the  utmoll 
ftrength  of  his  in  the  diet  held  at  Warfaw.  He  did 
not  enlarge  upon  the  neceflity,  but  upon  the  eafi- 
nefs,  of  retaking  Kaminieck.  The  two  Orders 
lillened  greedily,  and  fhewed  a dilpofition  to  en- 
ter into  his  views  ; when  fome  perl'ons,  either  of  a 
timid  temper,  and  afraid  of  feeing  the  Turks 
Once  more  ravaging  their  country,  or,  out  of  en-* 

(a)  Zalufki,  tom.  ii.  p.665. 
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y.  i68*.  mity  to  the  King’s  glory,  put  a flop  to  the  de* 

bates.  The  Angularity  .of  one  circumftance  was  j 
remarkable ; it  being  not  a Deputy,  as  ufual,  that 
broke  off  the  diet,  but  Breza,  the  Palatine  of  Pof-  ' 
nania,  a Senator.  His  right  of  doing  lb  could  not  | 
be  contefted ; but  by  the  novelty  of  the  thing,  the 
King  was  at  a lofs  how  to  ad,  fince  he  could  not 
poflibly  forefee  it.  The  vehement  harangue  that  he 
made  in  the  Senate,  after  this,  ferved  only  to  en- 
creafe  the  forrow  of  the  true  patriots,  and  to  furnilh 
lecret  matter  of  triumph  to  the  fadion  that  tied  up 
his  hands.  “ Reftore  to  us,  faid  he,  addrefling 
**  himfelf  to  the  latter,  reftore  to  us  the  fafety 
**  you  deprive  us  of,  the  glory  you  wreft  out  of 
our  hands.  You.  talk  of  refuming  the  delign  to 
“ retake  Kaminieck  at  lome  other  time.  Imprudent 
<c  as  you  are ! is  time  at  your  dilpofal  ? Can  you 
“ make  the  opportunity  return  ? The  T urk  will 
“ provide  for  his  own  lecurity.  He  will  be  in- 
“ formed  of  our  projed,  and  perhaps  take  his 
**  revenge  •,  when  inftead  of  Ihedding  a little  blood 
“ for  an  important  advantage,  we  lhall  be  forced 
“ to  Ihed  ftreams  for  our  deftrudion  (a). 

Another  mortification  foon  happened,  which  af- 
feded  him  both  as  a father  and  as  a King.  The 
Eledor  of  Brandenburg,  whom  he  had  made  his 
enemy,  formed  a defign  of  getting  the  richeft 
heirefs  in  Poland,  for  the  Margrave  Lewis  of  Bran- 
denburg, one  of  his  fons.  She  was  daughter  to 
Prince  Radziwil,  whofe  death  has  lately  been  men- 
, tioned.  This  marriage  would  transfer  to  a family, 
already  too  formidable  to  Poland,  the  immenfe 
poffelfions  which  the  Radziwils  had  been  four  cen- 
turies in  accumulating ; four  dutchies  extending 
from  the  heart  of  Lithuania  to  the  frontiers  of 
Mufcovy  and  Sweden.  The  Eledor  expeded  to 

(a)  Zalufki,  tonl.ii.  p.  133,  784. 
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meet  with  oppofition,  and  therefore  fent  his  fon  to  Y- 
conclude  with  all  expedition  this  formidable  match, 
without  confulting  the  republic,  or  even  the  King, 
though  he  was  guardian  to  the  Princefs. 

The  Poles  were  extremely  offended  at  this  ftep. 

“ What ! faid  the  Senate  and  the  Houfe  of  Depu- 
“ ties,  (hall  a foreign  Prince  come  and  rob  us  of 
“ a trealure,  which  it  is  of  fuch  importance  for  us 
“ to  keep  in  our  own  pofleffion  ! When  he  has  got 
“ it,  we  fhall  be  in  a dilemma  whether  to  grant 
“ or  refufe  him  the  right  of  lndigenate  (a.)  If  we 
“ grant  it,  he  will  govern  both  in  our  general  and 
“ provincial  diets  5 and  make  ufe  of  his  power 
u in  Lithuania  to  didate  all  our  alliances,  and 
“ perhaps  to  make  leagues  againft  us.  If  we  re- 
“ fufe  it,  he  will  employ  the  acquifftions  he  has  got 
“ by  this  marriage,  and  the  arms  of  his  father,  to 
tl  compel  us.  Let  us  beware  then  of  entering 
“ into  an  alliance  with  the  lion,  like  the  filly  beafts 
“ in  the  fable  : ’tis  fufficient  for  us  to  be  obliged  to 
“ fuffer  a King.” 

The  King  was  more  fenfibly  affeded  by  this  mar- 
riage than  even  the  republic ; as  he  had  intended 
the  young  Princefs  for  his  eldeft  fon,  Prince  James, 
who  would  foon  be  of  years  of  maturity.  The 
Queen  indeed,  and  all  the  French  in  the  Poliffi 
court,  did  not  much  regret  the  lofs  of  this  match, 
which  they  faid  was  not  confiderable  enough  for 
the  fon  of  a King,  who  ought  to  marry  a Princels 
hy  birth,  and  not  one  who  derived  her  title  from 
the  empire ; the  daughter  of  a fovereign  houfej  and 
not  the  daughter  of  a Senator.  Thefe  monarchical 
notions  never  entered  into  republican  heads;  and 
ftill  lefs  into  that  of  the  King,  who  knew  that  the 

( a)  The  right  of  indigenate,  in  other  countries  called  na- 
turalization, is  neceffary  in  Poland  in  order  to  polTefs  eftates  or 
•ffices,  or  be  admitted  into  the  diets. 
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y.  16S0.  Roman  Emperors,  that  is  to  fay,  the  matters  of 
Kings,  married  into  fenatorial  families ; and  that 
very  lately,  James  II.  King  of  England,  had  mar- 
ried the  daughter  of  Counfellor  Hyde,  advanced  af- 
terwards to  the  dignity. of  Chancellor,  and  ranked 
by  the  Englilh  in  the  number  of  great  men. 

41  Befides  this,  the  King  confidered  of  what  impor- 
tance the  great  eftate  of  this  young  heirels  would 
be’  to  his  fon.  An  abfolute  Monarch  would  un- 
doubtedly have  armed  his  fubjetts  for  the  imereti 
of  his  family ; he  would  have  painted  the  carrying 
off  the  Princefs  as  an  affront  to  the  crown  and  the 
nation  ; and  perhaps  another  'Troy  would  have 
been  deftroyed  for  this  new  Helen.  But  being  ac- 
cuftomed  to  the  manners  of  a free  country  and  re- 
* ftrained  by  the  laws,  he  conformed  to  the  lentiments 
of  the  republic  ; which,  when  it’s  firft  fft  of  refent- 
ment  was  gone  off,  thought  it  better  to  give  up  an 
heirefs,  than  enter  into  a war ; the  event  of  which, 
however  it  turned  out,  wouid  leave  great  fears  be- 
hind it.  The  republic  only  fought  for  an  expedient 
to  mitigate  the  King’s  vexation.  The  difputed 
Princefs  was  his  niece : the  Elector  of  Branden- 
burg promifed  that  this  marriage  fhould  in  no  de- 
gree be  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  the  royal  family  •, 
and  then  the  knot  was  tied  (a.)  The  King’s  fa- 
mily was  foon  after  encreated  by  the  Queen’s  being 
delivered  of  her  third  fon,  Prince  Conjlantine.  ‘ 
y.  i6St.  The  next  year  was  dittinguifhed  by  a diet’s  being 
held,  in  a town,  which  had  never  before  been  the 
feene  of  fuch  an  affembly.  The  place  appointed 
both  by  law  and  cuftom,  was  Warfaw,  which  by 
its  fituation,  fize,  and  wealth,  is  very  well  adapted 
for  a national  meeting.  For  fome  time  paft,  the 
Lithuanians,  particularly  the  Paz’s,  had  defnanded 
.that  it  lhoulcl  be  held  alternately  in  Poland  and  Li- 

( a)  PcfFemlorf.  Zalufki,  tom.  2.  p.  677. 
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thuania.  The  propofal  had  patted  in  1673,  with 
.this  reftridtion,  that  Lithuania  {hould  enjoy  this  ad- 
vantage only  once  in  fix  years.  But  the  law  had 
never  been  put  in  execution.  In  this  year  therefore, 
for  the  firft  time,  the  King,  being  no  longer  able 
to  withftand  the  intrigues  and  clamours  of  the 
Paz’s,  transferred  the  diet  into  Lithuania.  But’ 
inftead  of  holding  it  at  Wilna , the  capital  of  that 
dutchy,  he  fummoned  it  to  meet  at  Grodno.  By 
this  means,  he  mortified  the  Paz’s,  particularly  the 
Grand-General,  who  was  Palatine  of  Wilna ; and 
favoured  the  Staroft  of  Grodno,  a near  relation  of 
his  own,  who  by  fo  great  a concourfe  of  people, 
acquired  a prodigious  encreafe  of  the  revenue  of  his 
diftridt.  But  Grodno  is  only  a mean  town',  of  dif- 
ficult accefs  upon  the  river  Memel,  ill  built  and 
very  unwholfome,  known  only  by  the  tomb  of 
Stephen  Battori , a monument  which  procured  no 
conveniences  for  the  diet.  The  King’s  own  fervants 
could  not  help,  faying,  that  when  people  refolve  to 
mortify  their  enemies  and  oblige  their  relations, 
they  ought  at  leaft  to  do  it,  without  any  detriment 
to  the  public.  The  contempt  which  the  King 
{hewed  for  thele  clamours,  was  beginning  to  act 
defpotically  in  the  very  face  of  liberty. 

The  diet  was  opened  with  a very  warm  difpute, 
on  occafion  of  the  election  of  a Marfhal,  which,  ac- 
cording tocuftom,  was  the  firft  thing  they  proceed- 
ed on.  The  Paz’s  were  for  one  petfon ; and  the  King 
for  another.  The  event  of  the  eledlion  was  fuch  as 
the  King  wilhed  ; it  being  in  favour  of  Francis  Sapie • 
ba,  defeended  from  an  illuftrious  family,  which  the 
King  aimed  at  railing  upon  the  ruins  of  the  Paz’s. 

Another  objedt  excited  a ftill  greater  ferment. 
The  Polilh  nobles  fometimes  think  fit  to  raile 
troops  and  take  them  - into  their  own  pay ; as  the 
great  vaffals  of  the  crown  formerly  did  in  France 
under  the  feudal  government.  This  had  been  lately. 
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1681.' done  by  one  of  the  Lubomirjk? s,  (a)  brother  to  the 
Grand-Marfhal  and  Great-Standard-Bearer  of  the 
crown,  in  order  to  favour  Tekeli , who  being  fecond- 
ed  by  the  Bafhaw  of  Buda,  had  been  endeavouring 
for  three  years  paft  to  raife  all  Hungary  in  arms. 
This  ftep  of  Lubomirfki’s  was  a conlequence  of  the 
difappointed  fchemes  of  the  Marquis  de  Bethune. 
The  Grand-General  Wiefnowiefki  accufed  the  Great- 
Standard -Bearer  of  having  violated  the  Laws  •,  and 
the  Emperor’s  Ambaffador,  the  Count  d'Altein 
warmly  follicited  the  punifhment  of  the  criminal; 
The  ferment  was  rifing  hourly  to  a greater  height, 
when  the  Pope’s  Nuncio,  Martelli , extinguished  it, 
by  exhorting  the  afiembly  to  take  up  arms  againft 
the  Turk.  An  alarm  for  a Turkifh  war  was  at 
that  time  gladly  liftened  to  by  the  majority,  and  no 
farther  mention  was  made  of  the  criminal. 

The  Queen  had  an  affair  which  concerned  her 
perfonal  intereft  to  lay  before  the  diet.  She  wanted 
to  have  her  houfehould-revenue  encreafed  ; but  the 
Eftates , dififatisfied  at  their  being  ailembled  at 
Grodno,  were  not  difpofed  to  grant  her  requeft. 
The  King,  who  gueffed  in  what  temper  they  would 
be,  had  defired  the  Queen  to  defer  her  demand  to 
a more  favourable  opportunity ; but  the  prefentonly 
would  fuit  the  Queen.  She  was  prefent,  as  ufual, 
at  all  ,the  fittings  * not  indeed  publicly,  for  that 
would  have- given  offence  to  the  republic,  but  in  a 
place  where,  without  being  feen,  fhe  heard  all  the 
debates.  From  hence,  at  a proper  junfture,  fhe 
fent  her  Chancellor  to  the  King  as  he  fat  upon  the 

( n)  He  was  known  by  the  name  of  the  Chevalier  de  Lubo- 
mhfki.  • This  appellation  may  poffibly  furprife  the  reader,  fince 
in  Poland  every  gentleman  is  at  leaft  a Knight,  by  being  one 
of  the  hqueftrian  Order.  Bnt  Lubcmiriki  was  a Knight  of 
Malta,  and  poilelied  fonie  valuable  commanderies  of  that  order, 
which  he  afterwards  rtfigned  to  marry  one  of  the'  Queen’s 
maids  of  honour. 
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throne,  defirihg  him  to  think  of  her.  The  King, 
with,  a fevcre  look  and  a gesture  of  refufal,  dif* 
milled  the  Chancellor,  who  returned  to  the  Queen, 
and  foon  after  came  back  to  the  King  in  confe- 
quence  of  a fecond  ordeij.  .The  King,  flying  into 
a paflion,  broke  out  in  harlh  expreffions  againft  a 
man,,  whole  lituation  left  him  nothing  but  to  obey. 
Tjhe  Chancellor,  who  was  a church-man,  replied 
with  equal  flannels  and  refpeft : If  your  Majefly 
forgets  that  I am  a Prieft,  you  Jhould  at  leajl  recoiled 
that  1 am  a gentleman . “ ’Tis  enough  for  me,  fays 

“ the  King,  that  you  are  a man : 1 fee  I am  in 
“ the  wrong,  and  you  lhall  have  no  more  realon 
“ to  complain  of  me.”  The  Queen  knew  what 
lhe  did,  in  per  lifting  in  her  purpofe  : Ihe  had  gain- 
ed the  votes  before -hand,  though  the  King  could 
not  conceive  it,  and  meet  with  the  fuccefs  that  lhe 
«xpeCted  (a). 

Of  all  the  virtues,  that  which  the  King  moft 
valued  himfelf  upon,  next  to  courage,  was  cle- 
mencyi,  A wretch  of  that  deteftable  fpecies,  whofe 
villainy  and  blacknefs  of  foul  make  them  formid- 
able even  to  the  Governours  of  the  world,  not  con- 
tent with  venting  his  fury  in  the  moft  outrageous 
language  againft  the  King,  had  fired  a bullet  at  his 
picture,  as  if  with  a defign  of  hardening  himfelf  in 
order  to  make  the  next  attack  upon  hi§  perfon. 
This  monfter,  who  was  of  the  body  of  the  no- 
bles, was  examined  before  the  diet  and  condemned 
to  expiate  his  crime  by  fuffering  capital  punilhment.- 
• The  jaws  had  . decreed  his  death,  but  the  King 
. granted  him  a pardon.  I would  not  grant  it , laid 
he,  if  his  offence  had  been  againft  the  nation. 
The-  Parricide  was  only  deprived  of  his  liberty,  and 
even  of  this  for  no  long  time.  Every  one  cried 
out,  what  barbarian  will  dare  any  more  to  offend  a 

( a)  Zalufki,  tom.  i,  p.  704. 
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King  fo  ready  to  pardon  offences  ? The  criminal 
himfelf  never  ceafed  bleffing  him  for  the  whole  re- 
mainder  of  his  life  (a). 

While  this  diet  was  fitting,  there  happened  art 
event  which  would  be  unworthy  of  the  gravity  of 
hiftory,  if  it  were  not  connected  with  public  affairs. 
In  the  province  of  Volhinia,  a ghoft  that  was  faid 
to  appear  in  the  houfe  of  a Polifh  nobleman  made 
fuch  a noil'e,  as  ecchoed  over  all  the  neighbouring 
provinces.  The  dead  man  faid  many  things  that 
affedted  the  reputation  of  the  living,  and  the  credit 
of  the  government : he  even  wept  fo  far  as  to  order, 
in  the  name  of  God,  fome  things  to  be  done,  which 
difpleafed  the  King.  The  Jeluit  Gnievofz , chap- 
lain to  the  Grand  -General,  attefted  the  reality  of 
the  apparition ; but  the  King  difpatched  to  the 
place  an  intelligent  officer  of  the  army,  who  had 
fome  difficulty  to  perfuade  himfelf,  that  the  irrevoc- 
able laws  of  the  other  world  were  fufpended  mere- 
ly to  frighten  the  inhabitants  of  this.  The  affair 
turned  out,  as  it  always  does,  to  be  a mere  comedy, 
which  however  ended  tragically  when  the  Commif- 
fioner  came  to  make  his  report.  The  King  was 
at  that  inffant  furrounded  with  Courtiers,  and  his 
Confeflor  Pikarjki , another  Jefuit  who  had  already 
had  the  direction  of  the  consciences  of  two  Kings, 
Handing  next  to  him.  Every  one  liftened  attentively 
to  the  hiftory  and  contrivance  pf  the  trick.  At 
the  unravelling  of  the  plot,  the  King  calling  an 
angry  look  upon  the  manager  of  his  confcience,  ad- 
drefted  him  in  tfiefe  words  : [Veil!  what  does  your 
rafcal  Gnievofz  fay  to  that?  The  director,  who 
preached  up  patience  and  Chriftian  refolution  to 
every  one  elfe,  was  himfelf  fo  (truck  with  this 
blow,  that  he  furvived  it  only  eight  days.  The 
• lofs  he  fuftained,  with  refpedt  to  this  world,  was 

(a)  Id.  ibid.  p.  706. 
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very -great ; the  King,  whofe  confidence  he  pofleff- 
ed,  having  intended  him  the  Bifhoprfek  of  Kiovia, 
and  the  feals  of  the  kingdom.  The  King  lamented 
the  innocent  fufferer,  but  did  not  punilh  the  guilty 
Gnievofz : one  would  imagine  that  his  whole  plea- 
fure  lay  in  rewarding  ( a ). 

The  King’s  prefent  diflatisfa&ion  with  the  Jefuits 
was  preceded  by  another,  arifing  from  a difpute 
of  intereft.  That  order  has  large  pofleflions  at 
Jaroflaw,  a city  of  Black-Rufiia,  upon  the  river 
San.  The  Queeh  had  alfo  an  eftate  there,  which 
fhe  wanted  to  keep  to  herfelf  •,  but  the  Jefuits,  by 
means  of  fome  confufion  in  the  title-deeds,  en- 
croached daily  upon  her.  The  prefent  is  another 
of  thofe  minute  events  which  I fhould  not  think 
worthy  to  be  recorded,  but  that  it  ferves  to  ftiew 
the  mildnefs  of  the  King’s  proceedings.  Inftead  of 
adding  his  own  authority  to  the  letter  of  the  law, 
he  writ  to  the -General  of  the  Jefuits  in  thefe  terms  : 
“ I (hall  not  fummon  your  brethren  at  Jaroflaw  to 
**  appear  before  the  diet,  where  I Ihould  have  on 
“ my  fide  both  juftice  and  the  refpeft  that  is  due 
“ to  me.  I am  afraid  of  encreafmg  by  this  means 
“ the  hatred  that  is  already  born  you.  I onlyv 
**  advife  you  to  be  upon  your  guard  againft  thofe 
“ that  have  the  management  of  your  houfes  : they 
**  make  it  a point  to  extend  their  pofleflions  by  all 
“ forts  of  means,  without  any  regard  to  juftice. 
“ I would  have  you  order  them  -to  produce  their 
“ dfeeds  before  two  Commiflioners  whom  I fhall 
name ; that  every  thing  may  be  fettled  amicably 
“ and  without  public  fcandal.  Tarewel.  Remem- 
“ ber  that  I am  a King.**  The  deeds  were  at 
length  produced  *,  and  the  good  fathers  were  oblig- 
ed to  own  that  they  underftood  the  value  of  eftates, 
better  than  the  nature  of  titles  (b). 

(a)  Zalu&j,  tom,  i.  p.  706.  (b)  Zalu&ytom*  ii.  p.  775. 
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y.  «58i.  *rhe  diet  had  now  been  open  fix  months,  and  the 
members  begun  to  be  tired  of  fo  long  an  attention 
to  b ifinefs.  The  Chevalier  Lubomirfld,  who  had 
juft  been  accufed  as  a criminal,  was  made  Marfhal 
of  the  court,  without  the  leaft  oppofition.  There 
were  ftill  feveral  affairs  to  be  fettled  ; and  that  they 
might  be  difpatched  the  fooner,  the  King,  in  one 
of  the  fittings,  ventured  to  order  candles  to  be  light- 
ed ; which  was  a violation  of  a cuftom  that  had 
palled  into  a law.  The  Deputy  Prziemjki , a man 
gained  over  by  France,  where  he  had  formerly 
ferved  as  a mulketeer,  waited  only  for  a pretence 
to  difiolve  the  diet;  and  took  this  opportunity  to 
proteft  and  leave  the  affembly.  It  may  be  a doubt 
perhaps,  with  fuch  as  know  the  inclination  of 
Kings  towards  defpotifm,  and  the  delicate  nature  of 
of  liberty,  whether  they  ought  to  blame  the  Deputy 
or  not ; but  he  was  certainly  criminal  in  obftl- 
nately  refufing  to  reftore  to  the  diet  its  capacity  of 
proceeding  to  bufinefs,  and  in  bringing  over  to  his 
fa&ion  a part  of  the  Senate  and  Equeftrian  or- 
der (a). 

V.  i6?».  Poland  could  already  reckon  five  years  of  peace  : 
the  fixth  palled  over  in  a lowring  calm  which  fore- 
told an  approaching  ftorm.  The  tempeft  was  ga- 
thering at  Conftantinople,  and  they  fancied  at  Vi- 
enna that  it  threatened  Poland  ; while  at  Warfaw 
they  were  perfuaded  that  it  would  fall  upon  Vienna. 
At  all  events  Leopold  and  John  refolved  to  unite 

(a)  In  order  to  judge  of  the  power  which  this  man  had  ac- 
quired over  the  multitude,  it  is  fufficient  to  mention  a iingle 
fafil  which  happened  long  after  the  preferit  time.  At  the  elec- 
tion of  a fuccefi'or  in  the  room  of  King  John,  almoft  all  the 
Palatinates  had  already  cried  out,  Saxony  for  over.  “ What ! my 

brethren,  cried  Prziernlki,  will  you  eleft  a Heretic  i What 
“ is  become  of  your  zeal  for  religion  ? ’Tis  not  to  us  that 
**  you(  are  engaged,  but  to  this———”  pulling  out  a crucifix 
Which  he  had  concealed  in  his  bofom.  Immediately  they  all 
Cried;  Conti  for  o-ver.  , 

their 
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their  forces  by  a treaty  both  defenfive  and  offen-  v. 
five.  The  Emperor  engaged  to  furnifh  an  army 
of  fixty  thoufand  men  to  att  in  Hungary,  and  the 
King  of  Poland  forty  thoufand  to  be  employed' 
where  it  Ihould  be  thought  proper.  The  two 
Sovereigns  were  to  march  to  each  other’s  affi  fiance, 
as  occafion  required  ; and  whoever  of  the  two  fhould 
happen  to  be  with  the  army,  was  to  have  the  com- 
mand in  Chief.  This  laft  article  gave  it  in  effett 
to  John  ; for  Leopold  was  no  warrior. 

As  for  the  article  of  fubfidies,  the  war  being  ex* 
petted  inftantly,  and  Poland  being  unable  to  raife 
money  without  the  confent  of  a diet,  which  it  was 
impoffible  to  afiemble  lo  foon  ; the  Emperor  was 
to  advance  twelve  hundred  thoufand  florins  to  be 
repaid  him  by  the  Pope  ; and  he  further  undertook 
to  engage  the  King  of  Spain  to  obtain  a tenth  from 
his  Italian  dominions,  to  be  employed  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  republic.  Moreover  the  two  combined 
powers  promifed  to  exert  their  utmoft  in  order  to 
extend  the  league,  of  which  the  Pope  declared  him- 
felf  the  head.  The  Papal  Chair  was  filled  by 
Ode/calchi,  fon  of  a banker  in  the  Milanefe,  and 
born  a fubjett  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria : He  had 
even  made  two  campaigns  in  the  Auftrian  troops, 
which  made  him  retain  fomething  of  a martial  fpirit. 
He  governed  the  church  by  the  name  of  Innocent 
XI.  a wife  Pontiff,  an  indifferent  divine,  a coura- 
geous, haughty,  and  magnificent  Prince,  fond  of 
enterprizes  of  luftre,  and  fupporting  them  with  his 
own  money  and  troops. 

The  Popes  have  in  all  ages  founded  the  alarm 
againfi  the  Turks : but  it  muft  not  be  fuppoled 
that  they  have  been  animated  by  religion  only. 
While  the  Princes  of  Chriftendom  are  fighting  and 
exhaufting  themfelves  to  wrefi:  Provinces  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Infidels,  the  Pope  extends  his  fpiritual 
authority,  and  Italy  is  better  fecured. 

T 4 Innocent 
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Innocent  XI.  was  not  ignorant  that  Mahomet 
II.  after  he  had  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Conftanti- 
nople,  which  Conftantine  little  thought  of  building 
for  the  Turk',  had  advanced  as  far  as  Triefte  at 
the  a^res  < f Venice,  and  fet  up  the  Crefcent  in  the 
. . abria,  from  whence  he  threatened  Rome 
'an  Italy.  He  knew  alfo  that  very  lately,  the 
famous  Vizir  Cuprogli,  after  the  conqueft  of  Candy, 
had  laid  it  down  for  one  of  his  projects  to  overturn 
the  Holy  See.  In  the  prefent  jun&ure  therefore,  the 
Pontiff  cried  out  to  arms , and  called  upon  all  the 
Sovereigns  of  Europe.  Some  of  them  liftened  to  his 
call,  but  the  greateft  part  turned  a deaf  ear.  Lewis 
XIV.  was  of  the  number  of  the  latter;  becaufe 
his  pride,  being  irritated  by  that  of  the  Pope, 
wanted  to  mortify  him.  This  reafon  alone  would 
have  hindered  him  from  entering  into  the  league ; 
but  he  declined  it  alfo  from  reafons  of  ftate.  Not* 
withftanding  the  peace  which  he  had  figned  at  Ni- 
meguen  in  1679,  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  he 
could  not  approve  a treaty  intended  for  its  fupport : 
on  the  contrary,  he  carried  on  intrigues  in  Poland 
to  hinder  it  from  taking  efieft ; and  his  Ambafla- 
dors  at  the  Ottoman  court  prefled  the  Turks  to  carry 
the  war  into  Germany.  His  fentiments  were  wide- 
ly different  in  1664,  when  he  fent  fix  thoufand 
t rench,  who  fhared  in  the  glory  of  the  battle  of 
St.  Qothard,  where  Montecuculi  defeated  the  Turks': 
for  Lewis  at  that  time  had  not  fwom  that  he  would 
lpwer  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

But  if  Lewis  was  wanting  to  Leopold,  Leopold 
was  (till  more  wanting  to  himfelf.  It  was  not  long 
before  he  found  out  that  the  ftorm  was  to  fall,  not 
' upon  Poland,  but  his  own  dominions.  Mahomet  dif- 
patched  a courier  to  give  him  notice,  that  Tekeli  and 
the  Hungarians,  with  a view  to  deliver  themfelves 
from  oppreflion,  had  fbbmitted  to  the  Ottoman  Em- 
pire, of  which  they  were  henceforward  the  tribu- 
taries 
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taries  and  fubjedS  ; and  therefore  he  was  expect-  Y« 
ed  to  withdraw  the  troops  he  had  fent  againft  them, 
and  to  reftore  the  places  which  he  ftill  poflefled  in 
the  kingdom  •,  unlefs  he  chofe  to  be  confidered  as 
the  breaker  of  the  peace,  and  to  fee  his  temerity  - 
punilhed  (a).  Notwithftanding  this  fatal  cer- 
tainty, Leopold  refufed  to  give  the  title  of  Ma- 
jefty  to  John,  who  alone  was  able  to  fave  him  from 
deftruftion.  Nor  is  this  refufal  a thing  to  be  won- 
dered at ; fince  Leopold’s  predecefibr,  Ferdinand 
III.  in  the  preliminaries  to  the  treaty  of  Weft- 
' phalia,  would  only  give  the  title  of  Moft  Serene  to 
the  King  of  France,  his  conqueror ; and  the  court 
<Jf  France,  in  its  turn,  (hewed  great  unwillingnels 
to  give  the  title  of  Majefiy  to  the  great  Guftavus, 
who  thought  that  the  firft  of  Kings  was  he  that 
beat  the  reft.  Ope  would  have  thought,  in  fo  cri- 
tical a jundure,  that  Leopold  chofe  rather  to  perifh 
with  all  his  pride,  than  to  fee  a new  Majefty  in 
Europe.  But  John  ftuck  to  his  point,  and  refufed 
to  treat  but  upon  that  condition. 

There  are  fome  virtues  which  Chriftians  may  learn 
from  Infidels.  ' The  Turkilh  armament  was  ready 
in  the  month  of  April ; but  the  truce  with  the 
houfe  of  Auftria  was  not  yet  expired.  T.his  honeft 
' dealing  of  the  Muflulmeri  gave  the.  two  Sovereigns 
time  to  wrangle ; and  the  difpute  ended  with  the 
concefiion  of  a title  that  would  have  railed  iome 
fentiments  of  gratitude  in  John’s  mind,  if  it  had 
Been  given  with  a good  grace  (b). 

While  this  difference  was  fettling,  Count  Albert 
Caprara , Ambaifador  Extraordinary  from  Vienna,  , 
was  endeavouring  to  appeafe  the  Sultan,  who  refuf- 
ed to  make  any  alteration  in  the  conditions  he  had 
laid  down,  and  declared  war  againft  the  Emperor 
about  the  end  of  autumn.  Caprara  faw  the  horfc- 

(a)  Cantemir,  tom.  ii.  p.  82.  (b)  £aluik>,  ii.  P-  803. 
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v.  168*.  tails  flying  upon  the  feraglio,  and  departed  imme- 
diately for  fear  of  being  arrefted  (a)..  An  Ambaf- 
fador  at  the  Porte  has  a difficult  part  to  a£t  on  ac- 
count of  the  pride  of  the  Turks;  who>  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  receive  embaffies  in  ordinary  from  all 
other  courts,  and  never  fend  any  themfelves.  They 
confider  thefe  perpetual  embaffies  as  an  homage 
paid  by  the  Ghriftians  to  their  fuperiority ; and  Ihow 
more  regard  to  a merchant  who  makes  himfelf  ufe- 
ful  to  the  (late,  than  to  an  Ambaflador.  Even 
Lewis  XIV.  who  infilled  upon  fuch  fignal  fatisfac- 
tion  whenever  his  crown  was  affronted  in  the  per- 
fbn  of  his  Minifters,  required  none  from  the  Turks 
for  their  unworthy  treatment  of  M.  de  la  Haye.  The 
Ambaflador  from  Vienna  would  not  have  met  with 
better  ufage.  Nothing  now  remained  for  Leopold 
to  do,  but  to  ratify  with  all  expedition,  the  treaty 

Y.  1883.  of  the  league.  His  Plenipotentiaries  arrived  in 
Poland  in  the  month  of  January  ; but  the  treaty  was 
‘not  fworn  to  till  the  3 ift  of  March  at  Warfaw,  and 
at  Rome  about  the  fame  time  by  the  Cardinal-Pro- 
tedors,  before  the  Pope.  A circumltance  of  great  fin- 
; gularity,  but  not  thought  fo  at  that  tSme,  was,  that 
the  two  Potentates  expresfly  ftipulated,  by  a fepa- 
rate  article,  not  to  apply  to  the  Pope  for  a permif- 
fion  to  perjure  themfelves  with  a fafe  confcience  (b). 
This  falfe  cafuiftry  in  matters  of  confcience  had 
infefted  Europe  for  many  centuries : Philip.  II. 
at  the  time  of  the  revolt  of  the  low- countries, 
went  lo  far  as  to  declare*  in  a public  edid,  that  his 
violation  of  the  oath  he  had  taken  to  the  Flemings 
was  not  criminal,  becaufe  the  Pope  had  given  him 
a difpenfation  from  it. 

But,  not  to  examine  here  into  the  religion  of  an 
oath  which  is  refpeded  even  by  Barbarians,  nor  into 
' the  treaty  with  the  Turks  figned  by  John  himfelf  at 

(a)  Cantemir,  tom.  ii.  p.  8z.  (b)  ZalulkiVtom.  ii.  p.  808. 

* * Zurawno, 
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Zurawno,  his  prudence  in  entering  into  this  league  Y- 
may  perhaps  be  juftly  queftioned.  He  engaged  by 
the  treaty  to  march  his  troops  wherever'  Leopold 
fhould  want  therq,  whereas  by  entering  into  no  en- 
gagement at  all,  and  leaving  Vienna  to  decide  its 
own  quarrel  with  Conftantinople,  he  might,  during 
that  interval,  have  found  it  eafy  to  retake  Kami- 
nieck,  and  alLthat  Mahomet  had  wrefted  from  the 
republic.  If  we  believe  the  author  of  the  prefent 
ftate  of  Poland,  he  was  drawn  into  the  league  by1 
the  delire  the  Queen  had  to  be  revenged  of  France, 
for  refilling  to  create  her  father,  the  Marquis  d’Ar- 
quien,  a Duke  and  Peer.  Belides  this,  Ihe  had  a 
perfonal  affront  to  revenge,  in  the  refufal  Ihe  met 
with  from  France  to  treat  her  with  the  honours  of  a 
Queen  in  her  intended  journey  to  vifit  her  native 
country.  Interefts  of  lefs  importance  have  often 
produced  bloody  wars.  But  Leopold  fet  to  work 
upon  John,  fprings  of  a more  powerful  efficacy. 
He  tempted  him  with  a promife  of  marrying  an 
Archduchels  to  his  fon  Prince  James,  and  of  per- 
petuating in  his  family  the  crown  of  Poland,  by 
getting  it  made  hereditary,  either  voluntarily  or  by 
force,  in  a diet,  where  the  authority  of  Innocent 
XI.  Ihould  intervene.  Leopold,  in  the  recedes  of  his 
cabinet,  contrived  and  brought  about  the  moft 
important  revolutions.  It  is  well  known,  that  he 
made  an  Elector  and  a King ; and  that  the  Hun- 
garians loft,  under  him,  the  right  of  electing  their 
Sovereign. 

The  King  was  prevailed  on  by  thofe  tempting 
offers  ; and  when  the  league  was  formed,  employed 
himfelf  wholly  in  the  execution  of  what  he  had 
promifed  •,  but  every  fpring  that  he  attempted  to 
put  in  motion  refilled  the  imprelfion  of  his  hand. 
The  umverfals  that  he  publlfhed  inftantly  excited 
murmurs.  The  provincial  diets  feemed  to  aflemble 
with  a view  only  of  railing  obftacles.  The  Pala- 

' tinates 
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y.  16*3;  tinatcs  protefted  that  they  were  exhaufted  both  of 
men  and  money. 

The  Generals  knew  not  where  to  raife  fo  great 
a number  of  troops -,  and  among  the  Senators,  even 
thofe,  who  where  mod  devoted  to  the  King’s  will, 
Ihewed  great  backwardnefs.  Lithuania,  commonly 
lefs  adtive  in  taking  up  arms  than  Poland,  difcover- 
ed  more  averfion  than  ufual  on  the  prelent  occaiion. 
The  Paz’s  railed  difficulties,  from  the  natural  an- 
tipathy tfyey  had  always  born  the  King.  His  chief 
dependence  was  upon  the  Sapieha’s,  a family  that 
he  had  refolved  to  raile  in  oppofition  to  that  of  Paz, 
which  he  wanted  to  humble.  The  Sapieha’s  were 
four  brothers,  of  great  wealth,  clofely  united  with 
each  other,  of  determined  courage  and  high  fpirit. 
John  had  conferred  upon  them  offices  of  great  im- 
portance -,  the  eldeft  was  Petty- General  and  Ca- 
ftellan  of  "Wilna;  the  fecond,  Grand-Treafurer;  the 
third.  Mailer  of  the  Horfe  ; the  youngeft,  Grand- 
Mailer  of  the  Artillery  and  Treafurer  of  the  court. 
By  means  of  thefe  offices,  their  influence  was  great 
✓ in  Lithuania  -,  but  notwithftanding  this,  their  mo- 
tions were  flow,  and  they  feemed  to  forget  what 
they  owed  to  their  benefactor. 

Embarrafled  by  fo  many  difficulties,  John  fet 
himfelf  at  work  to  difcover  the  caufe  •,  and  it  was 
not' long  before  he  intercepted  fome.  letters  of  the 
French  Ambaflador’s,  which  difcovered  the  whole 
fecret.  For  bin,  at"  that  time  Bifhop  of  Marfeilles, 
had  Ihewn,  in  his  firft  embafly  to  Poland,  that  his 
talents  were  at  lead  equally  fit  for  intrigues  of  Hate, 
as  for  the  government  of  a diocefe.  In  his  prelent 
embafly,  he  followed  the  Marquis  de  Bethune’s  plan 
for  crofling  the  defigns  of  Leopold. 

He  boaftedNin  his  letters,  “ that  he  would  def- 
• “ troy  the  league  with  the  Efnperor ; and  told  the 
“ court  of  France,  that  by  means  of  the  Grand- 
“ T reafurer  Andrew  Morjiyn , he  was  acquainted  with 
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« all  the  counfels  of  the  cabinet  of  Warfaw ; that,  *6*3* 
««•  by  his  affiftance,  he  had  gained  the  Grand-Trea* 

« furer  ©f  Lithuania,  and  brought  over  the  Sa- 
“ pieba’sto  the  French  intereft j that  he  had  ftag- 
gered  Jablonowfki,  by  giving  him  a diftant  pro- 
**  fpedfc  of  obtaining,  by  means  of  Lewis  XIV.  the 
*«  crown  of  Poland  when  it  fhould  become  vacant ; 

•«  that  the  provincial  diets  already  a&ed  openly 
**  againft  the  King’s  intentions ; that  all  this  could 
not  be  brought  about  without  money  j that  he 
“ had  already-diftributed  penfions,  to  the  amount 
“ of  fifty  thoufand  Imperials  (a),  according  to  his 
“ matter’s  directions ; and  that  he  had  alfo  fur* 

“ niflied  money  to  Tekeli,  to  fupport  his  party  in 
•**  Hungary.  He  added,  that  he  had  not  attempt* 

“ ed  to  corrupt  the  republic,  till  after  having  at-’ 
tacked  in  vain  the  virtue  of  the  King,  who,  for 
“ this  time,  had  not  only  been  inacceflible  by 
“ gold,  but  even  by  the  temptation  of  getting  his 
“ foil  Prince  James  eletted  for  his  fucceffor  before 
**  the  legal  time,  by  the  intereft  of  France,  pro- 
“ vided  he  would,  in  the  prefent  crifis,  give  up  the 
“ houfe  of  Auftria  to  the  mercy  of  Lewis  XIV.  and 
**  moreover,  that  the  King’s  inflexibility  had  pro- 
“ duced  no  other  ill  effaft,  than  making  it  necefla* 

“ ry  to  diftribute  larger  fums  among  a people  total* 
ly  venal,  and  deftitute  of  honour  and  good  faith.” 

In  this  manner,  the  fate  of  Kingdoms  is  often  de- 
cided by  the  gold  and  intrigues  of  an  Ambafia- 
dor.. 

When  John  had  got  pofleflibn  of  this  piece,  he 
ordered  it  t6  be  read  in  full  Senate.  Some  of  the 
members  inftantly  betrayed  their  guilt,  by  their  con- 
fufed  behaviour  j while  the  innocence  of  others  ap- 

(a)  A piece  of  money,  coined  by  the  Emperors  of  Germa- 
ny, and  worth  about  three  livres,  and  fifteen  fous  French,  or 
3 8 d *.  Engliftu 
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r.  x68j.  peared  by  their  fudden  indignation.  They  all  looked 
at  each  other,  till  the  King  fixed  their  attention, 
• by  addrefiing  them  in  thefe  terms : *«  I know  not 
«*  what  opinion  you  entertain  of  thefe  letters.  It 
ft  feems  credible  enough,  that  Morftyn  and  others 
“ like  him,  have  fwallowed  the  bait  of  corruption. 
“ But  I cannot  be  perfuaded  that  the  Sapieha’s  have 
“ bartered  their  honour. . Still  lefs  do  I believe  that 
“ Jablonowfki  would  make  his  way  to  the  throne, 
“ by  betraying  his  country  and  his  King.  An  Am- 
•*  baffador,  who  carries  on  his  fchem.es  in  the  dark, 
and  fcruples  no  means  to.  acquire  the  favour  of 
“ his  matter,  is  very  apt  to  flatter  himfelf  with  the 
“ fuccefs  of  his  own  plots.  He  interprets  a doubt* 
“ ful  gefture,  an  ambiguous  expreffion,  to  indi- 
“ cate  a concurrence  in  his  defigns,  and  often 
“ fwells  the  number  of  the  confpirators  to  make 
“ himfelf  more  important;  having  always  a re* 
“ fource  ready,  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  by  imputing 
**  his  own  mittakes  to  the  inconftancy  of  others. 
“ As  to  what  he  fays  of  myfelf,  I acquit  him  of 
“ the  charge  of  falfhood.  It  is  true,  he  has  had 
“ the  aflbrance  to  tempt  me  with  offers  of  im- 
“ menfe  films,  and  with  the  ftill  more  ieducing 
“ bait,  of  enfuring  the  crown  to  my  fon.  His.  mo- 
**  ney,  I found  no  difficulty  in  delpifing : the 
“ voice  of  nature  was  not  fo  eafy  to  be  refitted ; 
“ but  that  of  the  republic  has  prevailed  over  all : 
“ and  if  another  Sobiefki  is  to  reign  over  you,  he 
“ fhall  owe  his  crown  only  to  a free  election.  The 
“ Ambaffador  affronts  us  all,  by  deferibing  us  as 
a venal  nation,  without  honefty,  and  without 
**  honour.  Let  us  beware  of  confirming  thefe 
■ odious  imputations  by  breaking  a treaty,  which 
**  was  entered  into  with  the  confent  of  all  the  or- 
. “ ders  of  the  ftate,  and  which  it  would  be  necef- 
“ fary  to  negotiate  now,  if  it  were  not  already  con- 
“ eluded.  You  know  as  well- as  I,  that  the  Turk 
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**  is  in  arms.  '■If  Vienna  falls,  what  power  can 
*«  enfure  Warfaw  ? Let  us  convince  France,  and 
“ all  Europe,  that  we  have  fenfe  enough  to  fee 
“ our  own  intereft,  and  have  integrity-  and  ho- 
**.  nour  to  purfue  it.” 

When  the  King  had  ended  his  harangue,  feveral 
of  the  Senators  called  out  loudly  for  an  examina- 
tion into  the  whole  affair,  that  all  who  were  con- 
cerned in  this  aft  of  treafon  might  be  brought  to  ' 
light,-  and  treated  as  fuch.  The  perfon  that  infix- 
ed mod  upon  it  was  Jablonowfki : he  valued  him- 
felf  upon  his  unfpotted  integrity,  and  above  all, 
upon  his  gratitude.  The  King,  who  was  under 
great  obligations  to  him,  made  it  a point  to  dif- 
charge  the  debt,  by  laying  hold  of  every  oppor- 
tunity to  advance  him.  After  having  given  him 
the  ftaff  of  Petty  General,  he  made  him  Caftellan 
of  Cracow,  and  laft  of  all,  Grand  General.  In 
this  laft  capacity,  he  could  not  have  had  a feat  in’ 
the  Senate  ; but  being  ftill  Caftellan  of  Cracow,  he 
was  the  firft  lay  Senator,  and  his  opinion  had  great 
weight  in  the  aflembly.  The  King  was  afraid  of 
irritating  the  wounds  of  the  republic  by  attempting 
to  heal  them,  and  faw  that  the  time  which  was  fo 
neceflary  to  be  employed  in  aftion,  was  going  to  be 
fpent  in  dangerous  debates  : he  therefore  perfuaded 
the  Senate,  to  leave  in  the  dark  all  thofe  who  had 
taken  any  meafures  to  conceal  their  crimes  ; adding, 
that  they  would  find  their  punifhment  in  the  fear  of 
being  difcovered,  and  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  treaty. 
He  excepted  out  of  this  fpecies  of  amnefty,  only  ' 
the  Grand-Treafurer  Morftyn,  who  was  convifted 
by  his  own  confeffion  ; a letter  of  his  being  read  at 
the  fame  time,  in  which  he  profelled  an  entire  de- 
votion to  the  interefts  of  France,  and  promifed  to, 
lay  open  to  that  court  the  fecfets  of  the  cabinet  of 
Warfaw,  to  difturb  the  provincial  diets,  to  over- 
turn the  defigns  of  the  Senate,  to  fow  divifion  among 
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1683.  all  the  orders,  and  bring  the.  King  to  fuch  a pals, 
that  he  ffiould  be  forced  either  to  break  the  treaty;, 
or  abdicate  the  crown.  The  means  that  he  pro* 
pofed  to  make  ufe  of,  were  not  eafy  to  be  conjec- 
tured; but  were  probably  explained  in  fome  dis- 
patches writ  in  a cypher  that  00  one  had  the  key 
of  (a).  Upon  the  ftrength  of  this  evidence,  his 
trial  was  referred  to  the  diet. 

A plot  that  is  once  difcovered  is  no  longer  for- 
midable. As  foon  as  the  provincial  diets  were  in- 
formed of  what  had  happened,  the  fentiments  of 
the  nation  changed,  and  no  one  would  give  room 
to  fufped  his  being  one  of  the  venal  tribe  : the  de- 
puties came  to  the  diet  with  favourable  difpofitions ; 
and  the  firft  point  that  was  laid  before  them  was 
Morjtyn's  crime.  He  had  long  lain  under  fufpi- 
cions,  on  account  of  his  attachment  to  France,  and 
his  having  purchafed  lands  in  that  kingdom  ^ which 
lhewed  a defire  of  fixing  his  fortune  there.  * 

The  diet  was  inclined  to  give  fentence  againft 
him  in  a fummary  way,  and  to  treat  him  with  all 
the  feverity  due  to  a perfon  conyifted  of  high  trea- 
fon.  The  King  moderated  this  heat  ; and  the  cul- 
prit undertook  to  make  his  defence  before  the  re- 
public ; but  it  confifted  only  of  vague  ftrains  of 
eloquence,  and  proteftations  of  refpe&ful  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  King,  to  .whom  he  recommended  his 
honour,  his  fortune,  and  his  life.  The  diet  per- 
ceiving that  the  King  leaned  towards  mercy,  gave 
up  the  criminal  into  his  hands.  The  key  of  the 
cyphers  was  demanded  of  Mofftyn ; he  was  fen- 
tenced  to  furnifh  the  army  with  a body  of  men  at 
his  own  expence,  and  expelled  the  Senate  and  the 
diets.  His  office  of  Grand -Treafurer  was  taken 
frdm  him,  with  an-  order  to  give  in  his  accounts 
when  the  republic  fhould  call  for  them,  at  a more 
convenient  time. 

(a)  Zaluflu,  tom.  ii.  p.  281. 
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Morftyrr  inftantly  took  advantage  of  the  plank  »«3< 
that  was  left  him  after  his  fhipwreck,  and  took  re- 
fuge in  France,  where  he  ended  his  days  in  peace, 
though  he  had  ill  deferved  it.  The  republic  had 
neither  the  key  of  his  cyphers,  nor  the  accounts  of 
the  public  money  ; of  which  a much  fmaller  fum, 
than  was  generally  believed  to  be  there,  was  found 
in  the  treafury.  The  Poles  have  omitted  ho  ex- 
pedients to  prevent  the  diftipatiqn  of  the  public  re- 
venue ; but  no  precautions  are  fufficient,  when  the 
manners  of  a people  are  corrupted.  Casfar  plundered 
the  treafury  of  the  Romans ; and  Morftyn  was  gene- 
rally believed  to  be  a iecond  Csefar  in  this  particu- 
lar. It  is  certain,  however,  that  the  King  took  the 
fa6t  for  granted,  in  an  inftru&ion  fent  to  a pro- 
vincial diet  (a). 

The  fugitive  left  nothing  in  his  own  country  but 
a magnificent  fragment  of  his  former  opulence,  a 
palace  fituated  in  the  fuburbs  of  Warfaw.  At  his 
firft  fetting  out  in  life,  he  was  lodged  in  a much  ' 
humbler  manner ; there  Were  many,  now  he  was 
crulhed,  that  even  queftioned  his  being  a gentle- 
man. It  was  pretended  that-  he  had  formerly 
-been  adomeftic  fecvant  to  the  Grand- Marfhal  Lu- 
bomirfki  i but  by  endeavouring  to  prove  too  much, 
they  proved  nothing  at  all ; for  in  Poland  moft  foot- 
men are  gentlemen,  and  he  himfelf  had  feveral  of 
this  rank  attending  him  in  his  magnificent  palace. 

King  Auguftus  II.  made  a purchafe  of  it  in  172 6t 
with  the  eftate  round  it,  to  make  it  a place  of  re- 
lidence  for  himfelf.  By  an  ancient  law,  the  Kings 
of  Poland  are  forbidden  to  make  any  acquifitions 
in  a ftate,  which  would  fain  veft  all  power  in  the 
public } and  Auguftus  was  obliged  to  get  a difpen- 
fation  from  a diet.  This  indulgence,  which  has 
led  the  way  to  others,  may  one  day  prove  fatal  to 
Poland. 

(a)  Zalulki,  tom.  ii.  p.  &S3. 
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The  diet,  after  the  trial  of  Morftyn,  applied  all 
its  care  towards  the  means  of  fulfilling  the  treaty 
with  Leopold.  The  fum  furnifhed  by  the  Pope, 
which  had  juft  been  received,  was  not  fufficient  for 
this  purpofe : the  public  treafury  was  plundered, 
and  John  was  forced  to  open  his  own.  What  had 
hitherto  feemed  impoflible,  immediately  became 
eafy  : the  inclinations  of  the  public  were  changed, 
and  their  judgment  changed  of  courfe. 

This  revolution  was  entirely  owing  to  the  King’s 
conduct.  If,  by  ufing  all  the  feverity  which  the 
majefty  of  the  throne,  and  the  dignity  of  the  re- 
public would  have  permitted,  he  had  drove  the 
French  party  to  extremities,  that.faftion,  having  no 
longer  any  meafures  to  keep,  would  have  made  ufe 
of  every  expedient,  however  violent,  to  oppofe  his 
will.  The  utmoft  ftretch  of  power  can  be  exerted 
only  by  defpotic  tyrants  towards  their  (laves  ; and 
woe  be  even  to  them,  if  the  (laves,  after  having 
champed  the  bit  with  difdain,  (hould  go  fo  far  as 
to  break  it. 

The  King,  having  now  got  the  afcendant  in 
the  diet,  employed  himfelf  wholly  about  the  affairs 
of  the  army.  It  could  not  poflibly  be  aflembled 
under  a confiderable  time.  Before  the  peace  of 
Zurawno,  the  old  troops  were  accuftomed  to  do- 
meftic  rapine,  which  brought  defolation  upon  the  pea- 
fants.  The  King  quartered  them  upon  the  fron- 
tiers, where  they  encamped  in  the  defarts  of  Po- 
dolia,  and  in  part  of  the  Ukraine : a piece  of  ma- 
nagement of  greater  value  than  a vidtory.  After 
the  peace,  the  crown- army  was  reduced  to  twelve 
thoufan  1 men,  and  that  of  Lithuania  to  fix.  This 
number  was  far  inferior  to  the  fuccours  that  Vienna 
expedited  ; and  the  Poles  were  affiduous  in  raifing 
recruits,  and  making  new  levies.  The  King,  who 
rtfoived  to  march  in  perfon,  was  daily  on  horle- 
back  for  four  or»five  hours  together.  The  French 
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Ambafiador,  who  faw  this,  aflured  his  matter  not-  y.  1683. 
withftanding,  that  he  was  grown  too  heavy  to  be 
able  to  make  the  campaign.  ' Lewis  XIV.  was 
afraid  that  he  would  make  it  with  too  much  fuc- 
cefs ; and  it  has  always  been  the  practice  to  fay 
nothing  to  Sovereigns  but  what  they  like  to  hear. 
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End  of  the  Fifth  Book. 
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IN  the  beginning  of  May,  intelligence  was  re- 
ceived that  Mahomet  had  fent  to  the  Seven 
Towers  (the  Baftille  of  Conftantinople)  the  Cheva- 
lier Trojki ; the  Polifh  envoy.  It  is  in  fail,  a cuf- 
tom  with  the  Turks,  to  arreft  the  Minifters  of  the 
Princes  againft  whom  they  declare  war,  and  this 
is  the  excufe  they  make  for  violating  the  moft  facred 
article  of  the  law  of  Nations : we  never  make  any 
but  juft  wars  : the  slmbaffador,  who  is  only  an 
honourable  fpy , is  tbtrefore  an  accomplice  in  bis  maf- 
ter's  faitblefs  violation  of  treaties. 

Intelligence  was  alfo  received,  that  the  Ottoman 
forces  were  arriving  out  of  Alia  and  Africa  in  the 
vaft  and  fertile  plains  of  Adrianople  *,  their  ufual 
place  of  rendezvous  when  they  march  againft  the 
Chriftians.  That  city,  called  by  the  Arabs  and 
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Turks  Adranah,  was  formerly  the  feat  of  the  y-  »M3- 
little  empire  of  Theodore  Lafcaris ; and  afterwards 
the  capital  of  the  Turkilh  dominions,  before  the 
taking  of  Conftantinople.  Mahomet  came  thither 
with  his  court,  in  order  to  be  nearer  the  fcene  of 
war,  and  to  give  more  life  to  the  expedition.  He 
might  have  attacked  the  empire  of  Germany,  be- 
fore the  peace  of  Nimeguen,  when  Leopold  was 
engaged  with  Lewis  XIV.  and  then  the  empire 
muft  have  been  deftroyed.  The  Porte  has  been 
generally  unfortunate  in  chufing  its  time  to  attack 
the  Chriftians,  who,  by  tearing  one  another  in  pieces 
fo  frequently,  item  to  prefent  themfelves  to  its 
ftrokes.  ■ But,  after  all,  if  the  danger  was  lefs  now 
than  before  the  peace  of  Nimeguen,  it  was  ft  ill 
fufficiently  great. 

The  road  to  Vienna  was  laid  open  to  the  Turks 
by  Tekeli,  whom  Leopold  would  not  overcome  by 
clemency,  and  could  not  reduce  by  force.  He 
had  lately  received  from  Mahomet  a Turban  en- 
riched with  jewels,  a ftandard,  a fabre,  royal  robes, 
and  the  title  of  King  of  upper  Hungary.  The 
Porte  at  that  time  difpofed  of  four  crowns  to  Chrif- 
tian  Princes,  viz.  thofe  of  Hungary,  Tranfylvania, 
Walachia,  and  Moldavia.  The  infcription  upon  the 
new  King’s  coin  was,  pro  Deo,  pro ' P atria,  pro 
JJbertate\  for  God,  my  Country,  and  Liberty. 

The  malecontents  whom  he  commanded  were  ani- 
mated with  the  fpirit  of  their  leader.  Caprara  and 
Schulz,  two  of  the  Emperor’s  Generals,  had  not 
been  able  to  reduce  them ; and  the  former  was  more 
mortified  at  being  beat  by  the  rebels,  than  when  he 
fled  before  Turenne  in  1 674. 

• The  General  of  the  Ottoman  forces  was  the 
Grand- Vizir  Kara-Muftapha,  the  fame  who  had 
already  tried  his  fortune  againft  John,  at  Trem- 
bowla  and  Leopol.  He  ftill  continued  in  favour 
with  the  Sultana  Valide*,  and  having  alfo  gained 
U 3 the 
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y.  16*3.  the  affe&ions  of  Mahomet,  had  lately  married  his' 
daughter.  The  Sultan  does  not  give  to  every  Vizir 
his  Catifcberif, , that  is  to  fay,  a full  power;  but 
the  prefent  had  that  honour  conferred  upon  him. 
Never  had  ambition  and  pride,  two  paffions  that 
devoured  him,  a more  extenfive  field  to  ad  in : a 
hundred  and  forty  thoufand  regular  troops,  confiding 
of  Janizaries,  Spahis,  and  others ; eighteen  thou- 
fand Walachians,  Moldavians,  and  Tranfylvanians, 
commanded  by  their  refpedive  Princes ; fifteen 
thoufand  Hungarians  led  by  Tekeli ; fifty  thoufand 
Tartars  commanded  by  Selim-Geraiy  their  Cham  ; 
and  if  we  include  volunteers,  officers  of  the  bag* 
gage  and  provisions,  workmen  of  all  forts,  and 
fervants,  the  whole  muft  amount  to  more  than  three 
hundred  thoufand  men,  thirty  one  Bafhaws,  five 
Sovereign  Princes,  with  three  hundred  pieces  of 
cannon : and  the  objedt  of  this  mighty  armament 
was  equally  great,  the  conqueft  of  the  weftern  em- 
, pir e (a). 

But  who,  that  calls  an  eye  upon  this  prodigious 
number  of  troops,  would  believe  that  there  was  at 
that  time  a Monarch  in  Europe  who  could  exceed 
it  ? The  Turkilh  empire,  fo  powerful  in  Afia  and 
Africa  as  well  as  Europe,  has  never  had  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  men  in  arms,  like  Lewis  XIV. 
and  in  time  of  peace  its  Handing  army  is  only  forty 
five  thoufand  Janizaries,  and  about  the  fame  num- 
ber of  Spahis.  The  reafon  of  this  oeconomy  of 
the  Turks  muft  be  fought  for  in  the  maxim,  that 
the  people's  fubftance  muft  not  be  confumed  wantonly. 

Mahomet  reviewed  his  army  in  the  plains  of 
Adrianople ; and, fixing  his  refidence  in  that  city, 
♦fulled  his  glory  to  the  fortune  of  his  Vizir. 

The  Imperial  troops  were  commanded  by  Charles 
V*  Duke  of  Lorrain,  the  fame,  who  was  Sobielki’s 

■ (a)  Journal  of  the  fiege  pf  Vienxia,  p.  159. 
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competitor  for  the  crown  of  Poland  in  1674.  He  Y* l68^ 
was  then  young,  but  had  already  given  proofs  of 
his  having  the  foul  of  a hero.  Since  that  time,  his 
name' was  ranked  among  the  great  captains ; and, 
by  his  marriage  with  Eleonora  of  Auftria,  Queen 
Dowager  of  Poland,  he  was  brother  in-law  to  the 
Emperor.  Thefe  two  great  families,  which  are  faid 
to  have  fprung  from  the  fame  origin,  were  deftined 
to  be  allied  to  each  other,  and  to  make  only  one  at 
laft.  The  Duke’s  capacity,  much  more  than  his 
rank,  procured  him  the  command  in  chief,  which 
would  have  frightened  any  man  but  himfelf ; for  he 
had  only  thirty -feven  thoufand  men  to  oppofe  that 
torrent  of  Infidels,  which  came  to  overwhelm  the 
empire. 

The  Vizir  advanced  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
Danube,  pafied  the  Save  and  the  Drave,  forced 
the  Duke  before  him,  made  a feint  of  attacking 
Raab  (a),  while  he  detached  fifty  thoufand  Tartars 
on  the  road  towards  Vienna.  The  Duke,  perceiving 
the  ftratagem,  made  a ftolen  march  in  his  turn,  fuf- 
fercd  a check  at  Petronel,  and  had  fcarce  time  to  reach 
Vienna,  where  he  threw  in  part  of  his  infantry  to 
reinforce  the  garrifon,  and  took  poll:  in  the  ifland  of 
Leopolftat,  formed  by  the  Danube  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  city  ; while  the  Tartars  arrived  about 
the  fame  time  on  the  fouth. 

Upon  this  occafion,  was  feen  one  of  thofe  fpec- 
tacles,  which  ought  to  be  a lefion  to  Sovereigns,  and  ' 
which  move  the  companion  of  their  fubjefts,  even 
when  the  Sovereigns  have  ill  deferved  their  tender.- 
nefs  : Leopold,  the  moft  powerful  Emperor  fince 
£ harles  the  fifth,  flying  from  his  capital  with  the 
Emprefs  his  mother-in-  law,  the  Emprefs  his  wife, 
the  Archdukes,  the  Archduchefies,  and  part  of  the 
inhabitants  following  the  court  in  great  diforder. 

fa)  Othenvife  called  "favarin , one  of  the  ftrongeft  places 
in  Hungary,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Raab  and  the  Danube. 
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The  whole  country  was  filled  with  flying  parties* 
equipages,  and  waggons  laden  with  goods ; the  laft 
of  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Tartars,  at  the 
very  gates  of  Lintz  (a).  Even  this  city,  which 
the  imperial  family  fled  to  in  their  firft  fright,  did 
not  feem  a fafe  afylum,  and  they  were  forced  to 
take  refuge  in  Pafiaw  (i>).  They  lay  the  firft  night 
in  a wood,  where  the  Emprefs,  who  was  far  ad- 
vanced in  her  pregnancy,  found  that  it  was  pof- 
fible  to  deep  upon  draw,  furrounded  on  all  fides 
by  terror.  Among  the  other  horrors  of  this  night, 
they  had  a view  of  the  flames  which  already  con- 
fumed  Lower  Hungary,  and  advanced  towards 
Auftria.  The  Turks  were  to  be  dreaded  only  as 
civilized  warriors,  who  conquer  by  dint  of  valour; 
but  the  Tartars  burnt,  murdered,  and  carried  in- 
to flavery.  The  deepeft  caves  afforded  an  infecure 
retreat : the  trembling  victims  were  difcovered  by 
dogs  trained  to  hunt  men ; and  Tekeli  himfelf, 
upon  this  occafion,  was  a very  Tartar. 

The  Emperor,  by  only  the  firft  excefies  that  at- 
tended this  irruption,  paid  dearly  for  his  a&s  of 
violence  in  Hungary,  and  the  blood  of  its  nobles 
that  he  had  fpilt.  He  could  not  be  perfuaded  that 
Kara-Myftapha  wpuld  leave  behind  him  fuch  places 
as.  Raab  and  Comora  (c),  and  fall  diredtly  upon 
Vienna.  The  King  of  Poland,  who  knew  better, 
as  is  always  the  cafe  with  Princes  who  make  war  iq 


( a ) The  capiial  of  Upper  Auftria,  with  a bridge  over  the 
Danube.  It  is  remarkaoie  for  the  beauty  of  its  flreets  ; bot 
what  is  ft, 11  mote  linking,  is  to  fee  a city,  full  of  noble?,  car- 
rying on  a confiderable  trade. 

(b)  A city  of  Bavaria,  upon  the  Danube, 

( cj  Comora.  at  the  confluence  of  the  Waage,  and  the  Da- 
''nube,  owes  its  firft  fortificat'ons  to . the  famous  Matthias  Cor- 
vine?, who  had  the  glory  of  counterbalancing  the  fucceffes  of 
Mahomet  II.  and  of  humbling  the  Emperor  Frederick  by  the 
t<>kip|  of  Vienna. 
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perfon,  gave  him  warHng  of  it,  but  without  ef-  v. 
fed. 

Vienna  was  become,  under  ten  fucceflive  Empe- 
rors of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  the  capital  of  the  Ro- 
man empire  in  the  weft ; but  fell  far  fhort  of  an- 
cient Rome  in  greatnefs  of  every  kind,  and  particu-  . 
larly  in  the  number  of  its  citizens,  which  did  not 
exceed  a hundred  thoufand  ; . and  two  thirds  of  thefe 
inhabited  defencelefs  fuburbs.  Soliman  the  Great 
was  the  firft  Turkilh  Emperor  that  marched  againft 
Vienna  in  1529,  after  having  been  crowned  King 
ef  Perfia  at  Bagdad,  making  Europe  and  Afia 
tremble  at  the  fame  time.  He  failed  in  his  attempt 
upon  Viehna,  by  not  daring  to  contend  againft  the 
fortune  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  who  marched  to  its 
relief  with  an  army  of  fourfcore  tfioufand  men. 
Kara-Muftapha,  who  faw  only  a handful  to  op- 
pofe  him,  flattered  himfelf  that  he  Ihould  be  more 
fortunate  ; and  begun  the  liege  on  the  7th  of  July. 
The  Germans  are  undoubtedly  a brave  people  ; 
but  they  have  never'  appeared  before  the  gates  of 
Conflantinople,  as  the  Turks  have  before  thofe  of 
Vienna. 

The  body  of  the  place  is  walhed  by  the  Danube 
on  the  north,  and  was  fortified  with  twelve  large  - 
baftions  in  the  remaining  part  of  its  circumference. 
The  curtains  were  covered  with  good  half- moons, 
but  no  other  out-works  ; the  ditch,  partly  full  of 
water,  and  partly  dry ; the  counterfcarp  much  ne- 
glected. That  fide  of  the  city,  which  the  river 
walhes,  was  defended  only  with  ftrong  walls,  flanked 
with  large  towers,  the  whole  with  a good  terrals 
behind  it.  A circle  of  mountains,  which  begins 
on  the  fouthern  bank  of  the  Danube,  and  retires 
at  fome  diftance  from  it,  inclofes  a plain  of  three 
leagues. 

In  this  plain  the  Vifir.  pitched  his  camp,  which 
filled  its  whole  extent  ; and  he  bad  the  confidence 

not 
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y.  »68j.  not  to  defend  it  with  lines  of  circumvallation  and 
contravallation : nor  was  this  the  only  fault  that  he 
committed  in  the  courfe  of  the  fiegp,  out  of  a bru- 
tal contempt  for  the  Chriftians.  His  camp  abound- 
ed with  every  thing  that  was  necefiary  for  fo  vaft 
a multitude;  money,  ammunition,  and  provifiong 
of  every  kind.  The  different  quarters  were  com- 
manded by  Bafhaws,  who  difplayed  the  magnifi- 
cence of  Kings  : but  all  this  magnificence  was  ec- 
lipfed  by  the  pomp  of  the  Vifir,  who  wallowed  in 
luxury.  A Grand-Vifir’s  retinue  ufually  confifts 
of  two  thoufand  officers  and  fervants ; but  the 
prelent  had  double  that  number.  His  park,  that 
is  to  fay,  the  fpace  encloied  by  his  tents,  near  the 
palace  of  the  Favourite , was  as  extenfiv  eas  the  ci- 
ty he  befieged.  The  lullre  of  the  richefl  fluffs, 
of  gold  and  jewels,  feemed  to  contend  with  the 
glare  of  arms.  It  was  furnifhed  with  baths,  gar- 
dens, fountains,  and  even  curious  animals  for  his 
amufement.  He  fhut  himfelf  up  with  his  young 
Icoglans  oftener  than  with  his  General -Officers. 
The  I man,  or  Minifter  of  religion,  who  attended 
him  in  this  expedition,  threatened  him  with  the 
divine  indignation ; but  the  Vifir  laughed  at  his 
menaces,  and  plunged  himfejf  deeper  in  debauchery. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  luxury  of  the  General  did 
not  in  the  leaft  diminifh  the  valour  of  the  janiza- 
ries, nor  was  the  Turkifh  artillery  at  all  lefs  formi- 
dable. 

No  nation  but  the  Turks,  ufes  cannon  that  carry 
balls  of  the  weight  of  fixty  pounds.  There  are 
writers  who  have  reprefented  them  of  two  hundred 
on  this  occafion ; but  the  quantity  of  powder  which 
would  have  been  necefiary  to  dilcharge  fuch  bullets, 
cannot  be  kindled  at  once  : the  cannon  would  go 
off  before  a fourth  part  of  it  could  take  fire,  and 
. the  ball  would  have  very  little  effect. 

Count 
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Count  Staremberg,  a man  of  abilities  and  ex-  y.  1683. 
perience,  who  was  now  Governor  of  Vienna,  and 
had  formerly  been  fo  to  his  matter,  had  let  fire 
to  the  fuburbs,  and,  by  a cruel  necettity,  burnt  the 
fubfittence  of  the  citizens,  whom  his  object  was  to 
prelerve.  He  had  a garrifon  under  him,  which 
was  computed  at  fixteen  thoufand  men,  but  in  fait 
amounted  only  to  eleven  thoufand  at  mod.  He 
therefore  armed  the  townfmen  and  the  univerfity ; 
the  fcholars  mounted  guard,  and  had  a phyfician 
for  their  major,  (a).  Staremberg’s  fecond  in  com- 
mand was  the  Count  de  Capliers,  Commiffary- 
General  to  the  Emperor,  a man  whofe  knowledge, 
vigilance,  and  a&ivity  fitted  him  for  the  higheft 
ftations. 

Several  perfons  of  quality,  whole  age  and  wounds 
had  made  them  quit  the  fervice,  and  who  might 
have  abandoned  Vienna  to  its  fate,  refolved  to 
lhare  its  deftiny.  Their  names  deferve  a place  in 
hiftory  ; and  therefore  I infert  them.  They  were 
the  Count  de  Trautmanfdorff,  who  had  command- 
ed in  the  Low  Countries  ; the  Count  of  Funlkir- 
chen,  whofe  perfonal  interefts  required  his  prefence, 
in  another  place  ; the  Baron  de  Kielmanlegg,  who 
having  taken  poll:  in  a baftion  with  fourfcore  hunt- 
ers, incommoded  the  enemy  greatly  from  his  firft 
appearance ; the  Count  de  Vignancourt,  who  had 
diftinguilhed  himfeif  as  a General  and  an  Ambaf- 
fador;  the  Count  de  Colato,  a Venetian,  who  ex- 
pofcd  his  perfon,  as  if  he  had  been  in  the  Empe- 
ror’s fervice  : add  to  thefe  an  old  Colonel,  named 
Rumlingen,  who  was  difqualified  for  adtion  by  the 
gout,  but  his  head  was  ftill  good.  They  were 
ail  of  approved  bravery,  and  judges  of  true  honour; 
for  they  made  4t  a point  of  honour  to  command 

(a ) journal  of  the  liege. 
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the  city-companies,  after  having  diftinguilhed  them* 
felves  in  the  regular  troops. 

The  palace  of  the  Emperors  was  full  of  valu- 
able furniture,  but  it  afforded  no  money.  The 
Count  de  Kollonts,  Prefident  of  Hungary,  and 
Bifhop  of  Newftadt,  raifed  a hundred  thoufand 
crowns.  The  Prince  of  Schwartzenberg,  Mafterof  ‘ 
the  Horfe  to  the  Emprefs-Dowager,  liberally  ad- 
ded fifty  thoufand  florins,  and  three  thoufand  hogf- 
heads  of  wine  for  the  ufe  of  the  garrifon  (a).  , 

The  approaches  to  the  place  were  very  eafy.- 
The  trendies  were  opened  the  14th  of  July,  in 
the  fuburb  of  St.  Ulrick,  at  about  fifty  paces 
from  the  coumerfcarp.  The  attack  was  dire&ed 
upon  the  Bajtion  cf  the  Court  and  that  of  Lebl.  In- 
two  days  time  the  works  were  advanced  quite  up 
to  the  counterfcarp  where  the  ditch  was  dry. 

The  Duke  of  Lorrain,  who  had  taken,  port  in 
the  ifland  of  Leopolftat,  and  did  his  utmofl:  to 
prelerve  a communication  from  thence  with  the 
city,  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  retire  from  it,  by 
the  bridges  which  he  had  laid  acrofs  the  Da- 
nube,  and  now  ordered  to  be  broke  down.  The 
country-feats,  with  which  the  ifland  abounded,  ferv- 
ed  to  lodge  the  Turks.  The  Duke’s  quitting  this 
poft  has  been  confidered  as  a great  fault : if  it  was 
Jo,  he  made  ample  amends  for  it  by  his  behaviour 
during  the  whole  fiege  (b).  Never  was  there  a 
General  in  a more  defperate  fituation  j for  after  he 
had  thrown  part  of  his  infantry  into  Vienna,  Raab, 
and  Comora,  he  had  not  thirty  thoufand  men  left 
to  keep  thfc  field.  The  Chevalier  LubomirJki,  the 
fame  who  was  accufed  in  the  Polilh  diet,  in  168 1, 
of  furnifhing  Tekeli  with  foldiers,  had  quitted  that 
leader  of  a faction,  and  entered  into  the  Emperor’s 

(a)  Journal  of  the  fiege  of  Vienoa,  pages  37,  45  and  57. 

(h)  14.  ibid.  p.  52, 
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■fcrvice  with  a body  of  four  thoufand  Polifh  horfe,  y.  i6Sj. 
who  could  fcarce  be  confidered  in  any  other  light 
than  as  four  thgufend  victims  more  for  Tekeli  and 
the  Vifir. 

Let  any  one  figure  to  himfelf,  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain  commiffioned  to  defend,  with  fo  fmall  a 
force,  Moravia,  Silefia,  and  Bohemia;  marching 
incefiantly  from  one  to  another  ; fometimes  retreat- 
ing behind  rivers,  and  fometimes  palling  them ; 
.engaged  in  perpetual  fkirmilhes  with  Tekeli  and 
the  Bafhaw  of  Agria ; in  daily  expectation  of  fuc- 
cours,  which  he  did  not  receive  till  two  months  af- 
ter : whoever  reflects  upon  this,  mult  tremble  for 
him ; and  if  he  does  not  fink  under  all  thefe  difad- 
vantages,  he  may  fafely  be  pronounced  to  be  a Ge- 
neral. 

A relation  of  two  actions'  only  will  be  fufficient 
to  give  an  idea  of  the  reft.  Tekeli  was,  marching 
towards  Prefburg,  a city  of  Hungary,  upon  the 
bank  of  the  Danube,  which,  having  been  long 
weary  of  the  Auftrian  government,  had  already 
received  a garrifon  into  the  town  from  the  ene- 
my; but  the  caftle  ftill  held  out.  If  Tekeli  fuc-  , 
ceeded,  he  would  throw  a bridge  over  the  river  at 
Prefburg ; the  Vifir  would  fend  him  a large  detach- 
ment; Silefia,  Moravia,  and  Bohemia  would  lie 
wholly  expofed ; the  Duke  mult  retire  to  Krems  (a)t 
which  would  cut  off  his  communication  with  the 
fuccours  from  Poland,  and  the  bridge  at  Pref- 
burg might  be  brought  up  as  high  as  Vienna, 

The  Duke  flew  to  ward  off  this  blow ; and  hav- 
ing thrown  fome  troops  into  the  caftle,  fum- 


(a)  A village  celebrated  for  an  abbey  of  great  antiquity, 
which  would  never  have  exifted  if  the  Ton  of  Taffillon,  Duke 
of  Bavaria,  had  not  been  torn  in  pieces  in  that  place  by  a 
wild  boar.  What  a herd  of  Monk?  has  lived  upon  his  death, 
fince  the  time  pf  Charlemagne  ! 
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moned  the  city,  which  furrendered  after^  having 
fuffercdthe  Turkifh  garrifon  to  efcape.  The  bridge* 
which  was  begun,  was  broken  down.  Tekeli  and 
the  Bafhaw  of  Agria  were  within  half  a league  3 but 
the  Duke’s  reputation,  and  a mifunderftanding  that 
was  between  them,  made  them  think  of  retreat- 
ing 5 which  they  did  not  however  effeft,  without 
having  their  rear  defeated  by  the  Poles  and  the 
Emperor’s  dragoons.  The  Duke,  in  a letter  to 
the  King  of  Poland,  attributes  almoft  the  whole 
glory  of  this  fuccefs  to  the  Poles  ; and  exprefles 
his  admiration  at  the  impetuous  courage  of  their 
General  Lubomirfld.  In  fad,  no  one  could  fhine 
more  in  aftion ; but  in  the  prefent  cafe  he  only 
executed  the  plan  that  the  Duke  had  laid. 

Some  time  after,  ten  thoufand  Turks  and  Tar- 
tars advanced  from  the  Moraw  (a),  towards  the 
bridges  of  Vienna,  which  were  guarded  by  feme 
fquadrons  of  horfe  3 and  the  Duke  marched  to 
meet  them.  Nothing  can  be  more  impetuous  than 
the  Turkifh  cavalry.  Four  thoufand  Spahis  fell 
furioufly  upon  the  Imperial  army,  forced  the  firft 
and  fecond  line,  and  advanced  through  the  inter- 
vals, hewing  down  all  they  met  with  their  fabres. 
Such  rafhnefs  muft  naturally  fail  of  fuccefs,  and  fb 
it  fell  out  at  prefent.  The  Imperialifts  foon  re- 
covered from  their  aftonifhment,'  charged  the  ene- 
my, and  drove  them  towards  the  Danube ; where 
a great  number  quitted  their  arms  and  horfes  3 and 
the  Tartars,  who  durft  not  mix  in  the  engagement, 
retired  towards  Tekeli’s  army. 

In  fhort,  every  expedient  that  required  daring 
courage,  prudent  forefight,  or  quick  execution  3 
marches,  countermarches,  ftratagems  of  war,  and 
whatever  the  weaker  party  can  make  ufe  of  againft 

(a)  A river,  called  by  the  Germans  the  Marck,  which  runs 
into  the  Danube. 
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the  ftronger,  all  was  put  in  pra&ice  by  the  Duke,  v 
againft  an  army  confiding  of  thirty  thoufand  men 
at  lead,  and  continually  recruited  with  frefli  fup- 
plies  from,  the  grand  army. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  liege  went  on  with  vi- 
gour. On  the  fide  of  the  Turks,  there  was  daily 
frelh  ground  railed,  works  advanced,  new  batteries, 
and  an  encreafing  fire ; on  the  fide  of  the  Audrians, 
every  expedient  was  tried  to  avert  their  deftru&ion. 
At  the  fird  approaches  of  the  enemy,  Staremberg  . 
was  wounded  by  the  fplinter  of  a done  druck  off 
from  the  curtain  by  a ball ; and  though  now  fcarce 
recovered,  he  gave  fpirit  to  the  whole  garrifon  by 
his  looks,  his  addons,  and  his  humane  behaviour. 
He  treated  all  the  foldiers  as  his  brethren,  com- 
mended and  rewarded  them,  whenever  they  did 
well ; and  not  contented  with  being  with  them  by 
day,  paffed  the  night  upon  a matrefs,  in  the  guard- 
houfe  of  the  Emperor’s  palace.  This  palace  joined 
to  the  badion  of  the  court,  which  was  included  in 
the  attack  (a). 

So  early  as  the  22d  of  July,  the  befiegers  were 
got  to  the  palifade  which  could  no  longer  be  de- 
fended with  cannon,  the  foldiers  being  fo  near 
on  both  fides,  that  they  laid  hold  of  one  another 
through  the  dakes,  and  many  lod  their  lives  by 
the  wounds  they  received  this  way.  The  Count 
de  Daun,'  a General  officer  of  didinguilhed  merit, 

' ordered  fcythes  to  be  fadened  to  long  pikes,  which 
dedroyed  many  of  the  Turks  (b). 

The  befieged  had  jud  received  news  from  the 
Duke  of  Lorrain.  The  perfon  who  brought  it 
had  fwam  acrols  the  four  arms  of  the  Danube,  and 
gave  aflurances  of  fpeedy  fuccour.  The  intelli- 
gence was  falfe;  but  there  are  times  when  men 
can  be  ferved  only  by  deceiving  them.  The  bold 

(a)  Journal  of  the  (iege,  p.  99.  (b)  Ibid.  p.  85. 
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i6z-j.  fwimmer,  who  would  have  been  immortalized  by 
the  Romans,  but  whofe  very  name  is  loft  to  us,  re- 
turned the  fame  way  to  the  Duke  with  a letter  from 
the  Governor : but  he.  was  taken,  and  the  letter 
lent  back  into  the  city  by  the  Turks,  at  the  end  of 
an  arrow,  which  brought  alfo  a billet  in  Latin* 

. The  fubftance  of  the  billet  was,  that  all  letters 
were  now  ufelefs,  for  that  God  would  fooft  deliver 
up  Vienna  to  the  faithful  Muffulmen,  as  a juft 
, punilhment  upon  the  Chriftians,  for  their  wanton 
violation  of  treaties  (a).  The  treaties  which  they 
reproached  the  Emperor  with  breaking, , was  that 
which  followed  the  battle  of  St.  Gothard  i the  pri- 
vileges of  the  Hungarians  that  he  had  trod  under 
foot  •,  and  two  truces  made  with  Tekeli,  but  foon 
broke.  The  Poles,  were' reproached  with  taking  up 
arms  againft  the  Porte  without  being  attacked,  and 
in  violation  of  the  oaths . they  had  fworn  at  Boud- 
chaz,  and  at  the  late  peace  of  Zurawno. 

In  this  confidence  which  the  Turks  had  in  the 
juftice  of  their  caufe,  they  frequently  came  forth 
and  made  fuch  bravadoes  as  we  read  in  the  hiftory 
of  ancient  wars.  A champion  of  uncommon  fta- 
ture  advanced  one  day,  in  a menacing  manner,  in- 
fulting  the  Chriftians  both  with  his  words  and  gef- 
tures.  A foldier  of  the  Imperial  troops,  fired  at 
this  affront,  runs  up  to  him,  receives  a wound,  re- 
turns it  upon  his  enemy,'  difarms  him,  cuts  off  his 
head  with  his  own  fcymetar,  and  upon  ftripping 
him  finds  fifty  pieces  of  gold  fewed  up  in  his  clothes. 
This  eafinefs  of  circumftances,  which  all  the  Turk- 
ifh  foldiers  enjoy  in  a greater  or  lefs  degree,  fixes 
them  to  their  profeffion,  and  prevents  defertion. 
It  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  the  Chriftian  champion, 
was  rewarded  : on  the  contrary,  he  continued  a pri- 
vate foldier,  and  his  name  is  not  tranfmitted  to  pof- 

(a)  Ibid,  pages  71  & 82. 
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terity.  The  befieged,:  who  few  the  adlion  frtim  Y- 
the  top  of  the  ramparts,  eonfidered  it  as  a good 
omen  (a) ; and  it  ferved  to  inereafe  their  courage. 

The  enemy  did  not  get  pofieffion  of  thecoun- 
terfcarp  till  the  7th  of  Auguft,  after  repeated 
engagements  for  three  and  twenty  days  together, 
with  great  lofs.  of  blood  on  both  fides.  The  tak-  • 
ing  of  this  work  was  greatly  retarded  by  the  brave- 
ry of  Count  Serini,  who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
on  a hundred  occafions,  and  been  prelent  in  every 
felly.  The.  ardour  which  hurried  him  on,  pre- 
vented his  feeling  an  arrow  that  he  received 
one  day  in  the  fholilder ; and  he.  kept  on  light- 
ing in  the  very  moment  that  they  were  pulling 
it  out  (b).  His  uncle,  the  famous  Serini  before- 
mentioned,  had  been  beheaded  by  order  of  Leopold  j 
and  yet  fuch  is  the  privilege  of  fovereigns,  that  the 
nephew  expofed  his  life  daily  in  Leopold’s  caufe. 

The  Turks  were  now  got  to  the  defcent  of  the 
ditch.  No  troops  can  equal  them  in  turning  up 
the  ground  : the  depth  of  their  works  was  aftonilh- 
ing,  the  earth  they  threw  out  of  them  being  nine 
feet  high,  and  covered  over  with  planks  and  beams 
in  the  form  of  a floor,  under  which  they  carried 
on  their  works  in  fefety.  Their  trenches  are  of  a 
different  form  from  ours,  being  cut  in  the  lhape 
of  a crefcent,  and  covering  one  another,  with  a 
communication  kept  open  between  them  all,  much 
like  the  Icales  of  a filh,  having  a labyrinth  beneath, 
from  which  they  fire,  without  incommoding  thole 
who  are  before,  and  from  which  it  is  impoflible  to 
diflodge  them.  When  the  Janizaries  once  enter 
them,  they  fcarce  ever  come  out  again.  Their 
fire  grew  brifker  every  day,  and  that  of  the  befieged 
flackened.'  It  was  time  to  hulband  their  powder, 

(a)  Journal  of  the  ficge,  p.  n6. 

(b)  Ibid,  pages  79  & 84. 
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y.  16S3.  and  their  granadocs  begun  to  fail  ; but  thcfe  defi- 
ciencies were  fupplied  by  the  Baron  de  Kielman- 
legg,  who  invented  a powder-mill  and  granadoes 
of  clay,  that  were  of  great  fervioe.  Thus  induftry 
is  of  as  much  ule  as  courage  ; but  this  laft  refource 
was  moft  commonly  employed,  efpecially  by  thofe 
who  were  to  fet'ah  exatnple  to  others.  The  Prince 
of  Wirtemberg,  Colonel  of  a regiment  of  his  own 
name,  and  who  defpifcd  all  falie  delicacy,  'was 
wounded  in  doing  the  duty  of  a Captain  (a)'. 

. A hundred  others,'  with  their  wounds  (Ull  bleed- 
ing, returned  to  the  charge but  the  hopes  <bf  hold- 
ing out.  much,  longer,  grew  daily  left'.  The  ene- 
rpy’s  mines,  their  rontirraal  attacks,  the  deereafe 
of  the  garrifon,  the  wafte  of  provifions,  all  con- 
tributed to  give  the  utmoft  uneafinefs  j and  to  (o 
many  real  evils,  imaginary  ones  were  added.  A 
report  prevailed,  that  traitors  were  at  work  upon 
a iubterraneous  pafiage  to  let  in  the  enemy.  Every 
one  was  ordered  to  keep  guard  in  the  cellar  of  his 
own  houfe ; and  this  additional  duty  deprived  them 
of  their  nightly  reft.  Other  ftories  were  propa- 
gated, of  incendiaries  hired  to  fecond  the  Turks. 
A young  man  who  was  found  in  a church  juft  be- 
ginning to  take  fire,  was  tore  b pieces  by  the  people, 
though  perhaps  he  was  very  innocent.  > The  Turk- 
ilh  artillery  was  more  to  be  dreaded  than  all  thofe 
phantoms.  It  was  a conftant  employment  in  the 
city  to  extinguifh  the  fires  kindled  by  the  bombs 
and  red-hot  balls,  while  at  the  fame  time  the  out- 
works were  falling  in  pieces  : the  half- moon,  in 
. particular,  had  already  fuffered  much. 

The  Duke  of  Lorrain  writ  letter  after  letter 
- to  the  King  of  Poland  to  haften  his  march.  Nof- 
, . withftandin§  all  the  diligence  he  had  ufed,  his  ar- 
my could  not  be  got  together  till  towards  the  end 

(aj  Journal  of  the  liege,  pages  147  & 138. 
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of  the  month  of  Auguft.  ■ The  place  of  rendez- 
vous was  at  Tarnowits,  the  firft  town  of  Silefia, 
upon  the  borders  of  Poland.  He  lent  away  the 
firft  bodies  that  arrived,  under  the  command  ef  the 
Petty-General  Sieniawfki,  Palatine  of  Volhinia  j and 
while  the  main  body  was  getting  ready,  took  up 
Jiis  refidence  at  Cracow,  where  he  did  not  throw 
away  his  time.  His  fondnefe  for  hunting,  play, 
and-  entertainments,  never  Ihewed  itfelf  but  when 
the  republic  was  at  peace.  He  examined  into  the 
details  that  he  received  of  the  fiege  •,  ttudied  the 
fituation  of  Vienna  by  a topographical  map  •,  con- 
fidered  the  pofition  of  the  Turks  in  every  view; 
fettled  his  order  of  battle ; and  regulated  his  marches^ 
in  order  to  fij^  the  decifive  day. 

In  one  of  the  Duke’s  letters,  a propbfal  was  made 
to  the  King,  to  come  by  the  way  of  Prefburg,  and 
from  thence  go  up  the  river  towards  Vienna.  The 
King  made  choice  of  another  plan,  which  he  com- 
municated to  the  Duke,  with  the  reafons  that  de- 
termined him.  The  council  of  war  decided  in  fa- 
vour of  the  King)  who  was  at  tlie  diftance  of  two 
hundred  leagues  from  the  fpot.  The  Duke  gave 
up  his  own  propofal,  and  applauded  that  of  the 
King : a behaviour  which  does  honour  to  both. 

The  King’s  fon,  Prince  James,  about  fixteen 
years  old,  attended  his  auguft  father  to  Cracow, 
and  folicited  leave  to  be  initiated  in  the  fatigues 
of  war.  The  King  granted  his  requeft,  well  know- 
ing, that  Princes  are  ruined  by  being  kept  too 
anxiouflyotit  of  the  reach  of  danger. 

The  Queen  ftaid  at  Cracow,  where  the  King 
eftablilhed  a council,  which  he  inverted  with  all 
his  own  authority,  during  his  abfence.  At  the 
head  of  it  was  the  iliuftrious  Potoflti,  Caftellan  of 
Cracow,  the  city  where  it  was  held,  in  quality  of 
firft  lay-Senator.  ' 

X 2 The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


307 


308 

<y.  16*3. 


HISTORY  of  JOHN  SO BIESKX 

The  French  Ambaflador  faw,  with  concern,  ail 
thefe  preparations  for  the  King’s  departure,  and 
wanted  dill  to  doubt  its  truth.  The  King,  as  he 
got  on  Korfeback,  faid  to  him,  Tour  Excellency  may 
now  fafefy  qffure  your  mafter  that  1 am  going.  When 
he  arrived  at  Tamowits,  he  reviewed  his  army, 
which  amounted  only  to  twenty-five  thoufand  men, 
and  confequently  far  fhort  of  the  number  ftipulated 
in  the  treaty  ; which  is  no  more  than  every  power 
that  treats  with  Poland  muft  expedt.  Before  the 
review  was  over,  he  received  a letter  from  the  Em- 
peror, which  was  brought  by  General  Carafta.  A 
copy  of  it  may  ferve  to  lhew  the  power  of  adver- 
fity  upon  haughty  minds,  and  the  return  of  their 
pride,  as  foon  as  the  danger  is  paft.  “ We  are 
“ convinced,  (fays  the  Emperor)  that  by  reafon 
“ of  the  vaft  difiance  of  your  army,  it  is  abfolute- 
“ ly  impoflible  for  it  to  come  time  enough  to  con- 
“ tribute  to  the  prefervation  of  a. place  which  is  in 
“ the  moft  imminent  danger.  It  is  not  therefore 
“ your  troops.  Sire , that  we  expedt,  but  your  Ma- 
iS  jejly’s,  own  prefence  ; being  folly  perfuaded,  that 
“ if  your  royal  perfon  will  vouchfafe  to  appear  at 
“ the  head  of  our  forces,  though  lefs  numerous 
“ than  thofe  of  the  enemy,  your  name  alone,  which 
“ is  fo  juftly  dreaded  by  them,  will  make  their 
“ defeat  certain.” 

It  muft  certainly  have  coft  Leopold  a great  deal 
to  make  this  confefiion.  As  foon  as  he  defpaired 
of  feeing  the  Polifh  army,  nothing  hindered  him 
from  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  or  his  own  troops, 
and  thofe  of  the  empire;  but  the  paft  and  the 
prelent  made  him  feel  the  neceflity  of  another  com- 
mander, to  whom  he  no  longer  fcrupled  to  attri- 
bute the  qualities  of  a hero,  or  to  giye  the  title  of 
Majcfty.  The  Turks  had  long  pofiefled  a fupe- 
riority  over  the  Germans,  which  is  always  a fore- 
runner of  new  misfortunes  to  the  conquered.  Mon- 
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tecuculUy  who  had  checked  their  (accedes  at  St*  V.»6*j. 
Gothard,  was  no  more.  John  was  the  only  hero 
capable  of  oppofing  them,  being  acquainted  , with 
their  manner  of  fighting,  and  the  way  to  beat  them. 

The  Emperor  concluded  his  letter  with  a minute 
account  of  all  the  troops  that  he  was  affembling, 
and  which  were  to  arrive  forthwith  at  the  bridge 
where  they  were  to  pafs  the  Danube,  alluring  the 
King  that  the  bridge  was  already  finifhed.  The 
(equel  will  lhew  that  the  Emperor  (oon  altered 
his  language  with  regard  to  John,  and  was  miftaken 
in  his  fadts.  His  letter  is  preferved  to  this  day  ,in 
the  archives  of  Poland. 

The  critical  Gtuation  of  affairs,  and  the  confi- 
dence which  Leopold  repofed  in  him,  determined 
the  King  to  take  a ftep  which  expofed  his  own  per- 
fon  to  danger. 

Leaving  his  army  to  the  care  of  the  Grand-Gene- 
ral Jablonowfki,  he  refolved  to  go  forward  him- 
(elf,  and  even  to  give  battle  without  it,  if  the  pre- 
fcrvation  of  Vienna  required  it.  In  order  to  get 
thither,  he.  had  no  route  to  take  but  acrofs  Silefia, 
Moravia,  and  that  part  of  Auftria  which  lies  to  the 
north  of  the  Danube ; three  provinces  that  were  in- 
fefted  by  Hungarians,  Turks,  and  Tartars,  whom 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  with  all  his  capacity  and 
courage,  defpaired  of  keeping  within  bounds  any 
longer.  The  King,  in  his  march,  had  only  two 
thoufand  horfe.  Other  Kings,  even  in  the  mid  ft 
of  an  army,  have  a fecond  army  for  their  guard. 

His  equipage  was  no  greater  than  that  of  the  brave 
(oldiers  that  marched  with  him.  Nothing  but  a 
chaife  attended  him,  which  even  prince  James  made 
no  ufe  of ; they  both  travelled  all  the  way  on  horfe- 
back.  It  is  true,  luxury  and  effeminacy  had  not 
yet  made  their  way  into  the  army  : even  Lewis  XIVJ 
the  moft  (lately  monarch  in  Europe,  made  all  his 
military  journeys  on  horfeback.  During  this  whole 
X 3 march 
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y.  i6gj.  mirch  of  a hundred  leagues,  reckoning  from  Tar- 
nowits' to  the  Danube,  the.King  went  into  no  more 
than  two  towns,  encamping  all  the  way  with  his 
little  army,  and  being  a daily  fpe&ator  of  ravages, 
murders,  and  conflagrations  ; a prefage  of  what  he 
might  expe&.himfelf.  It  is  not  every  King  that 
is  formed  to  be  a hero ; but  whoever  is  animated 
with  that  glorious  ambition,  muft  endure  fatiguing 
marches,  fufifer  hardlhips,  and  expofe  himfelf  to 
dangers  like  a common  foldier,  whenever  occa- 
fion  requires  .in  . John  was  fo  far  from  difcover- 
ihg  any  fear, . that  he  recovered  the  whole  country 
from  its  confternation.  The  peafanrs,  who  had  ■ 
foWn  .only  that  they  might  not  reap,  and  regretted 
the  fate  of  their  murdered  friends,  ran  together 
from  every  hamlet  to  fee  their  deliverer,  and  con- 
fidered  themfelves  as  already  delivered  (a).  His 
own  troops,5 that • he  conduced  through  fo  many 
dangers;.  flood  alio  in  need  of  being  encouraged, 
and  he  omitted  no  opportunity  of  doing  it.  One 
morning,' wiiOT:  he  was'  a few  leagues  from  Ol- 
mutz,  atr  .eagle  flew  by.  him  on  the  right ; and  as 
the  Poles  have  retained  feme  faith  in  omens,  he 
told  them  a ftoryiout  of  the  Roman  hiftory,  and 
the  flight  of  the.  e.igle  was  confldered  as  a token 
of  vidhoty.  . Another  day,  upon  the  weather’s 
clearingup,  after  a thick  mift,  an  inverted  rainbow 
(a  fihsenomCnon  not  common,  but  which  fbme- 
times  happens),  was  feen  upon  the  furface  of  a 
meadow.  .The  foldiers  fancied  it  to  be  miraculous, 
and  the  King  confirmed  them  in  this  perfuafion  ( b.) 

This  march  of  the  King’s,  through  fo  many  ene- 
mies, without-,  ever  drawing  a fword,  has  given 
occafion  to  feme  writers  of  that  time  to  fay,  that 
by  a fecret  convention  between  him  and  Tekeli,  he 
was  not  to  be  attacked.  If  the  faft  be  true,  k muft 

■j  - ' \ 

}(aj  Dupont  , {bj  Zalulki,  tom,  ii,  p.  836. 
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be  accounted.  for:  by  fiippofing,  that  Tekeli  was  Y- 
ftruck  with  that  refpedtful  awe  of  the  King,  which 
great  jtnen-always  infpire,  and.  that,  forefeeing  the 
defeat  of  the  Turks*  he  had  a mind  to  feci^re  hitisr 
felf  a prote&or.  If  he  really  had  this  forefight, 
it  could,  he  founded  only  upon  the  ill  conduft  of 
their  GenecaK  for  to  confider  the  forces  of  each 
party*:  the  Chriftians  flaould  naturally  pexilh.,  - . • 

At  length, . the  King  reached  the  banks  of  the 
Danube,  which  it  was  irnpofiihle;  to  pais  by!  the 
badges  of  Vienna,  in  fight  ot  the  enemy.  He 
therefore. ' .marched  to  Tuln,  a finall  town-,  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  river,  five  leagues  above  Vienna, 
remarkable  for  being  the  burying- place  of  the  Count 
of  HaWbourg,  who  was  advanced  to  the  empire  by 
the  name  of  Rodohfih  I.  for,  having  lent  his  horfe,  sis 
the  (lory  .goes,  to  a parilh-prieft.  Nor"  was  this 
the  only  Angularity  in  his  fortune.  Hd  had  Jaeeri^ijh 
his  youth  Grand-Mafter  of  the  houfhold  to  Qttocvr, 

King  of  Bqhemia  •,  and  as  foon  as  he  was  raifed  to 
the  Imperial . throne,?  he  fummoned  that  King  to 
come  and  pay  him  homagfe.  Ottocar  anfwered, 
that  he  owed  him- nothing,:  having  paid  him  all  his ' 

(wages.  Leopold,  the  defendant  of  Rodolph,  was 
hot  fure,  at  this  jun£iure,  of  keeping  thd  empire 
that  hia  anceftor  had  ^ft  him.  He  had  wrotexto 
John  that  the  bridge  at  Tula  was  finilhed,  whereas 
they  were  now  at  work  upon  it.  The  fame  letter 
told  him,  that  he  would  find  the  German  twdps 
affembled  in  readinefs.  but  he  faw  only  the  Duk-e 
of  Lorrain’s  little  army,  and  two  battalions^  that 
guarded:  the  head  of  the  bridge.  At  this  fight, 
he  broke  out  in  a paffion  : Does  the  Emperor  take 
me  for  an  adventurer  ? I have  left  my  own  a/tny, 
becaufe  be  affured  me  that  his  was  ready  ? Js^  it 
for  myfelf  or  him  that  I come  to  fight  ? The  Duke, 
JJJJ  X 4 whole 
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i£tj<  whole  prudence  was  equal  to  his  valour,  pacified 
his  indignation  (a).  >•  . 

The  Polilh  army  was  left  at  a great  diftance, 
and  yet,  to  the  aftoruThment  of  every  _one,-  it  ar- 
rived before  the  Germans.  The  quicknel^  of  its 
march  did  .^reat  honour  to  the  Grand-General  Ja- 
blonowlki,r*ho  made  'his  appearance  on  the  5th 
of  September.  The.  German  Generals,  leaving 
their  troops  behind,  were  come  to  attend  the  King, 
and.  could  not  helpexprefling  fome  difquiet  at  the 
great  day  that  was  approaching  : Confiden  fays  the 
King,  the  General  you  have  <to  deal  with , and  not 
the  multitude  that  be  commands.  Which  of  you, , 
at  the  head  of  two  hundred  tboufand  men,  would 
have  fuffered  this  bridge  to  be  built  within  five 
leagues  of  his  camp?  Xhe  man  bas.no  capacity  (b). 

The  Polilh  army  was  by  this  time  paffing  the 
bridge.:  The  cavalry,  was  univerfally  admired  for 
their  horfesT  their  drefs,  and  fine  appearance ; but 
they  leemed  to  be  fitted  out  at  -the  expence  qf  the 
... ■*  foot. . Onebattaiion  among,  the  reft  being  remark* 
ably  ill  clad.  Prince.  Lubomirlki  advifed  the  King, 
for  the  honour,  of  the  nation,  to  let  it  pafs  in  the 
. night.  The  King  wasjof  a different  opinion,  and 
when  the  battalion  was - crofting  the  bridge.  Loot 
at  it  well,  faid.he  to  the  fpe&atorsj  it  is  an  invin- 
cible body  that  has  fworh  never  to  wear  any  clothes 
but  what  it  takes  fromrthe  ■ enemy.  In  the  lafi  war, 
they  were  all  clad  in'  the  Turkijh  manner.  If  this 
encomium  did  not.furnilh  them  with  clothes,  it  cer- 
tainly armed  them  with  cuirafles. 

The  Poles,  when  they  had  crofted  the  bridge, 
extended  themfelves  upon  the  right,  and  were  ex- 
pofed,  for  twenty-four  hours  together,  to  be  cut 
in  pieces,  if  Kara  Muftapha  had  known  how  tQ 

ft)  Dupont,  fbj  Idem. 
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make  themoft  of  his  advantages.  At  length,  the  Y 
bodies  of  German  troops  arrived,  one  after  another, 
and  the  whole  army  was  aflembled  by  the  7th. 

, The  moft  diftinguifhed  perfon  in  it  was  the  Duke 
of  Lorrain,  at  the  head  of  the  Auftrian  cavalry, 
which  had  already  fhed  lb  much  blood.  This  Prince 
had  afted  the  part  of  Leonidas  at  Thermopylae, 
only  he  was  more  fortunate,  in  being  dill  alive  tb 
try  another  battle; 

The  Elector  of  Bavaria  * Maximilian  Emmanuel,- 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  was  entering  upon  the  field 
of  glory.  He  brought  with  him  twelve  thoufand 
men,  fome  of  • the  fineft  troops  that  appeared  on 
this  occalion : ' his  cavalry  in  particular  was  admi- 
rably mounted; 

The  Eliftor  of  Saxony,  John  George  III.  after, 
having  diftinguifhed  himfclf  it}  Several  wars  for  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  came  again  with  ten  thOufand 
men  to  efpoufc  its  quarrel. 

The  Prince  of  Waldeck  led  the  troops  of  the 
circles.  / 

The  whole  Chriflaan  army  amounted  to  about 
feventy-four  thoufand  men.  There  were  in  it  four 
fovereigns,  and  twenty-fix  Princes  of  fovtreign  fa- 
milies ; three  of  Anhalt,  two  of  Hanover ; three 
of  Saxony,  three  of  Newburg;  two  of  Wirtem- 
berg,  two  of  Holftein  j one  of  Hefle-Caflel,  one 
of  HohenzoHern  5 two  of  Baden,  one  of  Salm  ; the 
Chevalier  de  Savoy,  and  the  Prince  of  Saxe-Law- 
ernburg,  of  the  ancient  and  unfortunate  houfe  of 
Afcania. 

-The  Emperor,  in  whole  caufe  they  fought,  was 
not  prefent ; and  if  it  be  true,  as  we  are  told  in  the 
Memoirs  of  Marfhal  Villars  (a),  that  the  Count 
de  Sintzendorff  and  his  other  Minifters  diffuaded 

(a)  Tom,  i.  p.  329. 
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y.  1683.  him  from  coming:  they  have  brought  a ftainupon 
his  memory,  by  this  timid  counlel. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  King  of  Poland,  all  the 
Princes-  who  brought  iiiccours,  advanced  claims, 
which  inftead  of  faving  the  Emperor,  would,  have 
compleated  his  ruin.  The  Elector  of  -Bavaria  af- 
pired  to  the  command  in  chief  j the  Eledtor  of 
Saxony  difputed  it  with  him;  and  every: other 
Prince  that  furnifhed  troops  aimed  at  being  inde- 
pendent, The  divifion  of  the  Greeks  before  Troy, 
was  revived  upon  this  occafion.  But  Agamemnon 
appeared,  and  a general  union  was  reftored,  againft 
the  common  enemy  (a).  From  the  camp  at  Tuln 
they  heard  the  horrid  roar  of  the  Turkilh  batte- 
ries. Vienna  was  reduced  to  the  laft  extremities, 
and  many  officers  of  the  firft  merit  had  loft  their 
lives.  Among  thefe,  were  the  Baron  de  Waited; 
Kottoliniki  of  Silefia;  Rumpier,  who  had  defend- 
ed the  place  with  the  fword  and  the  compafs;  the 
Count  de  Souches,-  a Frenchman  of  diftinguifhed 
abilities,  who  prepared  the  way  to  the  vidtory  of 
St.  Gothard  for  Montecuculi  jGilenfels ; Count 
Lefly,  Grand- Mafter  of  . the  artillery,  of  which  he 
had  made  great  ufe;  and  before-  he  fell,  had  been 
fprinkled  with  the  blood  of  his  brother,  a young 
man  who  gave  the  greateft  hopes.  I he  grave  con- 
tinued open  without  ever  doling  its  mouth.  The 
dyfenrery,  a dilorder  as  deftrudtive  as  the  fword, 
carried  off  fixty  perfons  in  a day.  Staremberg 
himfelf  was  attacked  by  it,  and.Capliers  was  char* 
ged  with  the  command.  There  were  not  more  than 
three  or  four  officers  left  to  a'  battalion:;  mod  of 
thefe  were  wounded  ; and  almoft  all  the  chief  offi- 
cers were  gone.  The  foldiers,  worn  out  with  fa- 
tigue, and  bad  diet,  could  fcarce  crawl  to  the  breach ; 
and  thofe  who  efcaped  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  died 

( a)  Dupont. 
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of  weaknefs.  The  citizens,  who  at  firft  partook  y.  1683. 
in  all  the  labours  of  the  liege,  had  recourfe  to 
prayer,  as  their  only  defence,  and  ran  in  crowds 
to  the  churches,  where  the  bombs  and  balls  car- 
ried terror  after  them. 

■ So  early ^as  the  2 ad  of  Auguft,  Capliers,  who 
had  eftimated  with  great  exadtnefs  the  forces  on 
both  fides,  judged  .that  he  could  not  hold  out  longer 
than -three  days,-  if  the  enemy  made  a general  af- 
fault  (a).  From  that  day,  one  misfortune  followed 
clofe.  upon  another.  The  half-moon  was  taken : 
breaches  of  ten  and  twenty  fathoms  were  made  in  ' 
the  two  baftions  and  the  curtain ; and  the  fol- 
diers  fupplied  the  place  of  walls.1  A mine  was  ad- 
vancing under  the  Emperor’s  palace,  which  was 
already  laid  flat  with  bombs,  and  joined  to  the 
baftion  of  the  court;  and  others  were  winding  about 
in  different  places*  Some  of  them  indeed  were 
countermined,  but  the  Auftrian  pioneers,  who  had 
been  collected  wherever  they  were  to  be  found,  re- 
futed to  go  under  ground  any  more,  when  they 
heard  the  enemy  at  work.  The  artillery  could  no 
longer  anfwer  the  enemy’s  fire,  moft  of  the  can- 
non being  either  burft  or  difmounted. 

The  Duke  ofLorrain  had  juft  received  a letter 
from  Staremberg,  who,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
fiege,  had  the  firmnefs,  and  even  confidence  to  t 
write,  1 will  not  Surrender  the  place  but  with  the 
laft  drop  of  my  blood.  At  prefent,  he  had  fcarce 
a glimpfe  of  hope  remaining.  His  letter  contained 
only  thefe  words : No  more  time  to  lofe,  my  Lori, 
no  more  time  to  lofe  (b). 

The  ftupid  inaction,  of  Kara- Muftapha  cannot 
be  accounted  for.  It  is  certain,  that,  if  at  this  time 
he  had  made  a general  attack,  Vienna  muft  have 
fallen.  But  avarice  extinguished  the  thunder  that 

(a)  Dupont.  (b)  Idem. 
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r.  1683.  he  held  in  his  hand.  He  entertained  a notion  that 
the  place  of  reOdence  of  the  Emperors  of  Germa-  - 
ny  mud  contain  immenfe  treafures;  and  he  was 
afraid  that  he  ihould  lofe  this  imaginary  wealth  by 
the  city’s  being  pillaged,  as  it  inevitably  would  be, 
if  taken  by  (form.  He  choie  therefore  to  ftay  till 
the  place  furrendered,  an  event  which  he  conti- 
nued to  flatter  himfelf  would  happen  every  mi- 
, nute.  Nor  did  his  prefumption  contribute  lefs  to 
blind  him  than  his  avarice.  He  jefted  at  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  Cbriftian  army,  which  he  thought  ftill 
weaker  than  it  was ; and  could  not  fuppofe  it  would 
have  the  boldnefs  to  come  and  attack  him.  His 
intelligence  was  fo  bad,  that  he  was  ftill  ignorant 
.of  King  John’s  having  marched  in  perlon.  This 
ignorance,  befides  the  Vifir’s  negledt,  was  a con- 
fcquence  of  the  miftaken  pride  of  the  Porte,  which 
receives  Ambafladors  from  all  the  courts  in  Chrift- 
endom,  and  does  not  keep  a Angle  Refident  in 
any.  Hence  it  is  that  the  Chriftians  are  acquainted 
with  the  fecrets  of  Conftantinople,  while  that  court 
is  often  ignorant  of  what  paflirs  among  them  in 
public.  The  Viflr,  who  had  only  a fufpicion  of 
the  Kind’s  march,  brought  with  him  the  Cheva- 
lier T rolki,  the  Polilh  Envoy,  bound  hand  and 
foot,  to  be  anfwerable  for  the  conduct  of  his  maf- 
ter  (a).  Of  all  the  Princes  in  the,  league,  the  Vi- 
fir  dreaded  him  the  mod  ; and  we  (hall  foon  fee, 
that  he  had  reafon. 

The  King,  when  he  was  juft  going  to  march, 
gave  out  the  order  of  battle  writ  with  his  own 
hand : the  following  is  a copy  of  it,  as  found  among 
his  manulcripts. 

“ The  center  is  to  conflft  of  the  Imperial  troops, 
“ to  which  we  (hall  add  the  regiment  of  cavalry  be- 
“ longing  to.  the  Chevalier  Lubomirfld,  Marlhal 

( 9)  D'lpont,  Journal  of  the  fiegt, 
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**  of  the  court,  and,  four  or  five  fquadrons  of  our  Y* 
“ horfe  guards  ; in  the  room  of  which  we  exped 
“ to  have  dragoons,  or  other  German  troops.  This 
“ body  is  to  be  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Lor- 
“ rain. 

“ The  Polifii  army,  commanded  by  the  Grand- 
4*  General  Jablonowlki,  and  the  other  Generals  of 
“ that  nation,  is  to  make  the  right  wing. 

“ The  troops  belonging  to  the  Eledors  of  Ba- 
“ varia  arid  Saxony  are  to  be  placed  on  the  left 
“ wing ; to  which  we  fhall  add  alfo  fome  fquadrons 
•*  of  our  horfe-guards,  and  other  Polifli  cavalry ; 

“ in  (lead  of  which  they  are  to  give  us  dragoons 
**  or  foot. 

“ The  cannon  is  to  be  divided ; and  in  cafe  the 
“ Eledors  have  not  enough,  the  Duke  of  Lorrain 
**  is  to  furnifh  them  with  fome  of  his.  This  wing 
“ is  to  confift  entirely  of  the  troops  belonging  to 
“ the  Eledors. 

**  The  troops  of  the  circles  of  the  empire  are  to 
“ extend  along  the  Danube  with  the*  left  wing,  in- 
“ dining  a little  towards  the  right ; and  this  for 
“ two  reafons  ; firft,  to  keep  the  enemy  in  alarm, 

“ for  fear  of  being  charged  in  flank;  and  fecond- 
“ ly,  to  be  in  readinefs  to  throw  fuccours  into  the 
“ city,  in  cafe  we  fhould  not  make  an  impreflion 
“ upon  the  enemy  fo  foon  as  we  hope.  This  body 
“ is  to  be  commanded  by  the  Prince  of  Wal- 
**  deck. 

“ The  firft  line  is  to  confift  wholly  of  . foot, 

**  with  artillery,.  and  to  be  followed  dole  by 
“ a line  of  horfe.  If  thefetwo  lines  were  to  be 
“ mixed,  they  would  embarafs  each  other  in  paf- 
“ fing  the  defiles,  woods,  and  mountains.  But  as 
**  foon  as  we  enter  the  plain,  the  cavalry  is  to  take 
“ poft  in  the  intervals  between  the  battalions,- 
“ which  fhall  be  left  for  that  purpofe.  This  or- 
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• Y.  i6g3.  ««  der  is  to  be  obferyed  particulariy  by  our  own 
“ horfe-guards,  which  fhall  charge  fir  ft. 

“IF  we  draw  up  all  our  troops  in' three  lines 
“ only,  we  lhall  take  up  more  than  a German 
**  league  and  a half,  which  would  not.  be  for  our* 
“ advantage;  and  befides,  we  mult,  in  this  cafe, 

*•  pafs  'the  little  river  of  Vien,  which  ought  to  be 
“ left  on  our  right.  We  muft  therefore  make  four 
“ lines ; and  the  fourth  will  ferve  for  a body  of  re- 
“ ferve. 

“ For  the  greater  fecurity  of  the  infantry,  againft 
**  the  firft  attack  of  the  Turkifh  horfe,  which  is 
“ always  very  warm,  great  ufe  might  be  made  of 
“ Spancberaijtres,  or  Cbevaux-de-frizet  but  they  muft  * 
“ be  very  light,  in  order  to  be  carried  convenient* 

“ ly,  and  as  often  as  the  battalions  halt,  be  placed 

at  their  head.  ^ 

“ 1 make  it  my  .earneft  requeft,  to  all  the  Ge- 
“ nerals,  that  as  faft  as  the  army  comes  down 
“ the  laft  mountain  to  enter  upon  the  plain,  they 
“ will  each  take  his  poft,  according  to  the  direc- 
“ tions  given  in  this  prefent  order.” 

They  had  only  a march  of  five  leagues  to  get 
at  the  Turks,  who  were  fcparated  from  them  by 
nothing  but  a chain  of  mountains.  Acrofs  thefe, 
there  lay  two  roads,  one  over  the  higheft  part  of 
the  ridge ; the  other  in  a place  where  the  hills  were 
lower,  and  the  pafiage  more  eafy.  The  council 
of  war  being  affembkd,  was  for  taking  the  latter; 
but  the  King  determined  upon  the  former,  which 
was  much  fhorter ; nor  did  any  of  the  Princes  mur- 
mur, becaufe  he  convinced  them,  that  the  fate  of 
Vienna  depended  upon  a Angle  moment ; and  that 
there  are  cafes,  when  expedition  ought  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  caution. 

The  9th  of  September,  the  whole  army  was  in 
motion.  The  Germans,  after"  feveral  attempts  to 
6 draw 
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draw  up  their  cannon,  defpaired  of  fucceeding  and 
left  them  in  the  plain.  The  Poles  were  more  inde- 
fatigable; for  Konjki,  Palatine  of  Kiovia,  Grand- 
Mafter  of  the  artillery,  got  over  twenty  eight  pieces, 
and  none  but  thefe  were  fired  on  the  day  of  bat- 
*tle  (a). 

This  march,  which  was  encumbered  with  all  forts 
of  difficulties,  continued  for  three  days.  Two  of 
them  palled,  without  tlip  King’s  being  feen  by  his 
Polilh  army,  which  begun  to  demand  where  he  was 
with  the  utmoft  anxiety.  It  appeared  that  he  had 
been  among  the  troops  of  the  empire,  employed 
in  raffing  their  courage. 

The  army  at  length  drew  near  to  the  laft  moun- 
tain, called  Calemberg.  It  was  yet  time  for  the 
Vizir  to  repair  his  faults : he  had  nothing  to  do  but 
to  take  pofleflion  of  this  hill,  and  mafk  the  defiles 
in  order  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the  Chriftian  army  ; 
but  he  neglefted  to  feize  the  opportunity.  Upon 
this  occafion,  the  Janizaries,  lofing  all  patience  at 
fb  many  blunders,  cried  out.  Come  on.  Infidels , the 
bare  fight  of  your  hats  will  make  us  run  away. 

From  the  top  of  this  hill  of  Calemberg,  the 
Chriftians  were  prefented,  about  an  hour  before 
night,  with  one  of  the  fined:  and  mod  dreadful 
profpe&s  of  the  greatnefs  of  human  power : an  im- 
menfe  plain  and  all.  the  iflands  of  the  Danube  cover- 
ed with  pavilions,  whole  magnificence  feemed  rather 
calculated  for  an  encampment  of  pleafure  than  the 
hardffiipsof  war;  an  innumerable  multitude  of  horles, 
camels,  and  buffaloes  (b)\  two  hundred  thoufand 
icnen  all  in  motion ; fwarms  of  Tartars  difperfed 
along  the  foot  of  the  mountain  in  their  ufual  con- 
fufion ; the  fire  of  the  befiegers  incefiant  and  terri- 
fy Dupont. 

(b)  The  Turks  make  ufe  of  buffaloes,  or  wild  oxen,  to  draw 
their  artillery,  and  ofhorfes  and  camels  to  carry  their  baggage  ; 
for  they  hare  no  waggons  in  their  armies. 

' - ' ble. 
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ble,  and  that  of  the  befieged  fuch  as  they  could  con- 
trive to  make  y in  fine,  a great  city,  diftingoilhable 
only  by  the  tops  of  the  fteeples,  and  the  fire  and 
linoak  that  covered  it. 

The  befieged  were  immediately  apprized  by  fig- 
nals  of  the  approach  of  the  army  to  their  relief. 
To  have  an  idea  of  the  joy  that  the  city  felt,  a per- 
fon  mu  ft  have  fufiered  all  the  extremities  of  a long 
liege,  and  be  deftined  with  his  wife  and.  children 
to  the  fword  of  a mercilefs  conqueror,  or  to  fiavery 
in  a foreign  country.  But  this  gleam  of  tranfport 
was  foon  fucceeded  by  fear.  Kara-Muftapha,  with 
fuch  an  army,  had  ftill  reafons  to  expeft  luccefs, 
though  he  did  not  deferve  it.  The  King,  who  was 
examining  his  difpofitions,  faid  to  the  German  Ge- 
nerals ; This  man  is  badly  encamped  y be  knows  no- 
thing of  war  -,  we  Jhall  certainly  beat  him:  words, 
which  mu  ft  not  be  confidered  as  an  oracle  thrown 
out  at  random,  with  a view  of  infpiring  confidence. 
It  is  well  known  that  Marfhal  Villars,  then  inglori- 
oufly  employed  in  the  Cevennes,  foretold  the  de- 
feat Of  Tallard  from  the  .bad  difpofition  of  his 
troops  at  the  battle  of  Hochftet : and  every  general, 
who  cannot  prophefy  in  the  feme  manner,  ought  to 
give  up  his  command. 

The  cannon  on  both  fides  were  the  prelude  to  the 
important,  fcene  of  the  following  day,  which  was 
the  1 2th  of  September  y a day  that  was  to  decide 
whether  Vienna,  under  Mahomet  IV.  Ihould  have 
the  fate  of  Conftantinople  under  Mahomet  II.  and 
whether  the  empire  of  the  Weft  Ihould  be  reunited 
to  the  empire  of  the  Eaft : perhaps  alfo  whether 
Europe  Ihould  continue  a Chriftian  country. 

Two  hours  before  break  of  day,  the  King,  the 
Duke  of  Lorrain,  and  leveral  of  the  Generals  join- 
ed in  an  aft  of  religion  little  praftifed  in  our  days. 
They  implored  the  protection  of  the  fon  of  God, 
by  receiving  him  in  the  holy  Eucharift  y while  the 

Turks, 
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Turks  were  invoking  the  one,  folitary  God  of  y.  i6«3 
Abraham  by  repeated  cries  of  Allah  ! Allah  ! (a) 

This  cry  was  redoubled  about  fun-rifing,  when 
the  Chriftian  army  defcended  from  the  mountain 
with  a flow  and  even  pace,  keeping  its  ranks  toge- 
ther, preceded  by  its  cannon,  and  halting  every 
thirty  or  forty  ftcps,  to  fire  and  load  again.  The 
front  grew  wider  and  deeper,  in  proportion  as  the 
fpace  enlarged.  The  plain  was  a vaft. amphitheatre, 
where  the  Turks,  in  the  utmoft  agitation,  beheld 
the  motions  of  their  enemies.  It  was  at  this  time, 
that  the  Cham  of  the  Tartars  bad  the  Vizir  obferve 
the  lances  adorned  with  ftreamers  belonging  to  the 
Polilh  horfe  guards,  and  faid  to  him,  The  King  is  \ 
at  their  head ; words  which  filled  him  with  uneafi- 
nefs  ( h ). 

The  Vizir,  after  having  ordered  the  Tartars  to 
put  all  their  prifoners  to  the  number  of  thirty  thou* 
land  to  death,  (a  barbarity  worthy  of  fuch  a com- 
mander) inftantly  made  his  troops  march  towards 
the  mountain,  and  at  the  fame  time  ordered  a ge- 
neral aflault  to  be  made  upon  the  place.  This  lafh 
order  ought  to  have  been  given  fooner  ■,  for  the 
Chriftians  had  now  recovered  courage,  and  the  Jani- 
zaries, provoked  at  their  General,  had  loft  it. 

In  'the  mean  time,  the  Chriflians  were  coming 
down,  and  the  Turks  afcended  to  meet  them  ; lo 
that  the  adtion  foon  begun.  The  firft  line  of  the 
Chriftian  army,  confifting  wholly  of  foot,  charged 
with  fuch  impctuolity,  that  it  made  room  for  the 
line  of  cavalry,  which  took  poft  in  the  intervals 
between  the  battalions.  The  King,  the  Princes, 
and  the  generals,  advancing  to  the  front,  fought 
fometimes  with  the  horfe,  and  fometimes  with  the 

(a)  An  Arabick  word  which  anfwers  to  thofe  of  Elohim , 

Jr/cnai,  and  Je'ova,  or  Eetngrammaton.  They  all  lignify  the 
Being  by  way  of  eminence,  or  the  Divine  ElTence. 

. (b)  Journal  of  the  liege,  p.  79. 

Y foot. 
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foot.  The  two  other  lines  followed  clofe  upon  the 
foremoft.  Koniki,  whofe  (kill  in  the  military  art 
was  equal  to  his  intrepidity  in  aft  ion,  had  the  care 
of  the  artillery,  which  was  loaded  with  cartridge- 
Ihot,  and  fired  at  a very  fmall  diftance. 

The  fcene  of  this  firft  engagement,  in  the  ground 
between  the  plain  and  the  mountain,  was  broken  by 
vineyards,  riling  grounds,  and  little  valleys.  The 
enemy  having  left  their  cannon  at  the  entrance  of 
the  vineyards,  fufFered  much  from  that  of  the  Chrift- 
ians.  The  combatants,  being  difperfed  about  on  this 
unequal  ground,  dilputed  it  with  great  fury  till  to- 
wards noon,  when  the  Count  de  Maligni,  brother  to 
the  Queen  of  Poland,  got  poflefiion  of  a riling 
ground  which  took  the  Turks  in  Bank,  who  being 
drove'  from  hill  to  hill,  retired  towards  the  plain  and 
drew  up  along  the  border  of  their  camp. 

The  Chriftian  army,  the  left  wing  in  particular, 
tranfported  at  this  fuccefs,  and  crying  out  viftory, 
would  needs  pulh  their  advantages  without  intet- 
milfion.  Their  ardor  was  imqueftionably  noble, 
but  the  King  thought  it  dangerous.  The  German 
cavalry,  being  heavily  mounted,  would  foon  have 
been  out  of  wind  in  the  difiance  between  them  and 
the  enemy.  A ftill  ftronger  reafon  was,  that  all 
the  different  bodies  having  been  engaged,  fometimes 
upon  rifing  grounds,  and  fometimes  in  valleys,  had 
inevitably  fallen  into  fome  confufion  and  dillurbed 
the  order  of  battle.  Some  time  therefore  was  taken 
to  repair  the  diforder ; and  the  plain  became  the 
fcene  of  a triumph  which  pofterity  will  always  have 
a difficulty  to  believe.  Seventy  thoufand  men 
marched  to  attack  two  hundred  thoufand.  In  the 
Turkilli  army,  the  Balhaw  of  Diarbekir  command- 
ed the  right  wing,  the  Balhaw  of  Buda  the  'left,, 
and  the  Vizir  was  in  the  centre,  having  with  him 
the  Aga  of  the  Janizaries  and  the  General  of  the 
Spahis. 
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The  two  armies  continued  motionlefs  for  fome ' 
time;  the  Chriftians  in  filence,  the  Turks  and 
Tartars  redoubling  their  cries  accompanied  with  the 
found  of  clarions.  In  this  dreadful  moment,  a 
red  pavilion  was  erefted  in  the  midft  of  the  Infi- 
dels, and  clofe  to  it  the  great  fifandard  of  Mahomet, 
a facred  objedt  to  the  profeflors  of  the  Muffulman 
faith,  like  the  Labarum  of  the  Roman  Emperors, 
or  the  Oriflamme  of  the-  ancient  Kings  of  France. 
JJut  this  impofture,  which  fometimes  infpires  them 
with  as  much  courage  as  truth  can  give  to  Chrift- 
ians, did  not  do  its  office  on  this  great  occafion  ; 
for  the  Vizir  had  deprived  it  of  all  its  virtue. 

As  foon  as  the  King* had  given  orders  for  the 
charge,  the  Polifh  cavalry  ^ fabre  in  hand,  pufhed 
diredtly  forwards  to  the  Vizir,  whole  poft  was  mark- 
ed out  by  the  ftandard.  The  firft  ranks  were  in- 
ftantly  forced,  and  the  Poles  penetrated  even  to  the 
numerous  fquadrons  that  furrounded  the  Vizir. 
The  Spahis  difputed  the  vidtory ; but  all  the  reft, 
.Walachians,  Moldavians;  Tranfylvanians,  Tartars, 
and  even  Janizaries  themfelves,  (hewed  no  alacrity  : 
a fatal  effedt  of  an  army’s  hating  and  delpifing  its 
General.  The  Vizir  attempted  to  recover  their 
good  opinion,  by  (hewing  courage  and  kind  be- 
haviour ; but  the  time  was  paft.  He  addrefied 
himfelf  next  to  the  Baffiaw  of  Buda  and  the  other 
Generals,  who  anfwered  him  only  with  a filence  of 
defpair-:  And  thou , fays  he  to  the  Tartar  Prince, 
dojt  thou  too  refufe  to  help  me  ? The  Cham  faw  no 
fafety  but  in  flight.  The  Spahis  were  now  reduced 
to  their  laft  efforts.  The  Polifh  horfe  had  broke 
and  difperfed  them.  The  great  ftandard ‘foon  dif- 
appeared  : the  Vizir  turned  his  back,  and  his 
flight  made  the  confternation  general.  It  was  foon 
communicated  from  the  centre  to  the  wings,  -which 
were  hard  prefled  by  all  the  divifions  of  the  Chrift- 
ian  army  at  the  fame  time : the  left  by  Jablonow- 
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i6«j.  fkj,  the  right  by  the  Electors,  while  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain  fell  upon  the  centre,  and  the  King  animat- 
ed the  whole  by  his  actions  and  his  orders.  That 
immenfe  multitude,  which,  under  a,  fkilful  leader, 
ought  to  have  furrounded  its  enemy  in  lb  extenfive 
a plain,  was  deprived  by  terror  of  all  ftrength 
and  pretence  of  mind.  Had  night  been  farther  off, 
it  would  have  been  a total  defeat ; as  things  were, 
it  was  only  a precipitate  retreat  (a). 

The  King  advanced  next  towards  the  Janizaries, 
who  were  left  to  continue  the  fiege  ; but  they  had 
' all  difappeared,  and  Vienna  was  completely  deliver- 
ed. .The  victorious  troops  would  fain  have  enter- 
ed the  enemy’s  camp,  allured  by  the  immenfe 
riches  that  the  Turks  had  left:  but  the  temptation 
was  a dangerous  one  at  this  juncture.  The  enemy, 
favoured  by  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  might  re- 
turn, and  cut  in  pieces  an  army,  which  would  be 
too  much  employed  in  pillage  to  make  any  defence. 
An  order  was  therefore  iflued  to  continue  all  night 
under  arms,  upon  pain  of  death.  The  King  might 
probably  have  made  a better  ufe  of  the  time,  by 
purfuing  the  enemy,  as  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  ad- 
vifed  him  : but  great  men  are  fubjeCt  to  faults,  be- 
caufe  they  are  only  men  ; and  thofe  who  have  un- 
dertaken to  juftify  him,  alledge,  that  the  Poles, 
after  fo  long  a march,  were  overwhelmed  with  fa- 
tigue, and  that  their  baggage  could  not  arrive  un- 
der three  days.  Others,  who  have  endeavoured  to 
blacken  him,  pretend  that  a defire  of  fecuring  to 
himfelf  the  belt  part  of  the  fpoil,  was  his  principal 
motive. 

Amidft  a great  number  of  prifoners,  there  was 
brought  to  the  King  an  Arabian  groom,  with  a 
horfe  armed  and  caparifoned  for  a tournament,  as 
in  the  days  of  the  heroes  of  romance.  The  horfe 
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( a)  Journal  of  the  liege,  p.  79.  f ! 
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belonged  to  the  Vizir,  and  the  groom  gave  a mi-  ’ Y-  ,6«3- 
nute  accounp  of  his  genealogy.  The  Arabs,  though 
they  fet  no  value  upon  nobility  in  men,  pay  a great 
regard  to  it  in  their  horfes,  becaufe  thele  animals 
never  degenerate,  if  they  are  takert  care  of,  and  the 
breed  be  kept  unmixed. 

There  were  brought  alfo  fome  Polifh  defertefs, 
who  expreflcd  great  forrow  for  their  fault,  and  re-' 
turned  to  their  colours.  One  of  them,  who  had 
had  an  office  in  the  Vizir’s  houffiold,  brought  with 
him  an  enamelled  ftirrup  which  his  matter  had  loft, 
as  he  was  changing  horfes.  in  his  flight.  Take  this 
ftirrup , faid  the  Kng  to'  one  of  his  officers,  carry 
it  to  the  Queen,  and  tell  her  that  the  f erf  on  to  whom 
it.  belonged  is  defeated.  The  Queen  loved  glory, 
and  had  no  objection  to  prefents : that  which  the 
King  fent  her  was  of  no  great  value,  but  time  made 
h?r  amends. 

About  fix  in  the  morning,  the  enemy’s  camp  was 
opened  to  the  foldiers,  whole  rapacioufnefs  was  at 
firft  fufpended  by  a moft  Ihocking  fpedtacle,  of  mo- 
thers butchered  in  feveral  parts  of  the  camp,  fome 
of  whom  had  their  children  ftill  hanging  at  their 
breafts.  Thefe  women  were  far  unlike  thofe  pro* 
ftitutes  who  follow  the  Chriftian  armies,  and  are 
equally  pernicious  to  the  health  and  morals  of  the 
foldiers  : they  were  virtuous  wives,  whom  their  huf- 
bands  chofe  rather  t®  kill  than  expofe  to  the  lull:  of 
the  Chriftians.  The  children  efcaped  this  {laughter, 
and  five  or  fix  hundred  of  them  were  preferved, 
whom  the  good  Bilhop  of  Newftadt,  to  whom 
Vienna  was  already  much  indebted,  took  care  of 
and  educated  in  the  religion  of  the  conquerors  (a). 

When  they  entered  the  Vizir’s  tents,  another  ob- 
ject of  grief  and  joy  fufpended  for  a moment  the 
rage  of  plunder.  This  was  the  Polity  envoy  load- . 

(a)  Journal  of  the  fiege,  p.  187. 
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y.  16*3.  ed  with  irons  The  Vizir  had  faid  to  him  more 
than  once.  If  tby  majler  marches , 1 Will  order  thee 
to  be  beheaded.  Fortunately  the  Vizir  knew  nothing 
.of  the  King’s  march  till  the  moment  of  the  battle*} 
and  he  was  then  too  much  employed  to  think  of 
keeping  his  word.  But  the  unhappy  Trofki  had 
beheld  for  two  months  together  the  fabre  lifted  up 
over  him.  Upon  fuch  an  occalion  it  is  natural  to 
afk,  whether  Sovereigns  are  fufficiently  fettfible  of 
fuch  great  facrifices  as  this  ? 

Never  did  an  army  get  pofieffion  of  more  abun- 
dant fpoil  ; for  the  'l  urks,  who  are  oeconomifts  in 
time  of  peace,  difplay  great  magnificence  in  the  field. 
Their  tables  are  far  from  fplendid,  and  no  gaming 
is  permitted : they  have  a proverb,  that  he  who 
kills  a player  at  dice,  is  b/ejjed  of  the  Lord : hut  the 
trappings  of  their  horfes  are  rich,  their  own  clothes 
and  the  furniture  of  their -tents  valuable,  their  arms 
finely  ornamented,  their  pavilions  magnificent,  and 
the  camp  crowded  with  tradefmen,  who  carry  to  a 
fort  of  military  fair,  all  the  finery  of  Alia.  The 
- Germans  and  Poles  got  great  wealth  by  all  this 
plunder ; nor  did  even  the  generals  negledt  (heir  own 
interefts.  The  manners  of  different  nations  Ihould 
make  fome  difference  in  the,  judgments  we  pafs 
upon  warriors.  We  read  in  Homer  that  the  Gre- 
cian heroes,,  after  a vi&ory,  fhared  the  plunder;  but 
without  having  recourfe  to  the  cuftoms  of  ancient 
Greece,  it  is  well  known  that  in  the  time  of  Charle- 
' magne,  the  fpoils  of  the  Saracens  in  Spain  were  di- 
„ vided  between  the  King,  the  officers,  the  foldiers. 

The  herq  of  the  day  had  his  fhare  upon  the  preient 
occafion.  He  writ  to  the  Queen,  “ that  the  Grand- 
“ Vizir  had  made  him  his  heir,  and  that  he  had  found 
in  his  tents  the  value  of  leveral  millions  of  ducats. 

■ **  So  that  you  will  have  no  room,  added  he,  to  fay 
ff  of  me  what  the  women  of  Tartary  fay,  when  their 
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“ hufbands,  return  empty-handed  ; You  are  no  men,  y.  i676. 
**  becaufe  you  come  back  without  plunder.” 

Among  the  many  things  which  fell  into  the  hands  - 
of  the  foldiers,  there  were  two,  which  attraded  the 
notice  of  all,  but  excited  the  covetoufnefs  of  none. 

One  was  a large  ftandard,  which  in  the  hurry  of 
joy,  was  taken  for  that  of  Mahomet.  But  this 
was  certainly  a miftake;  for  the  lingular  precau- 
tions that  the  Turks  ufe,  has  always  prevented  this 
calamity.  The  ftandard  is  incloled  in  an  ark  of 
gold,  with  the  Alcoran  and  the  robe  of  the  prophet. 

This  ark  is"  carried  by  a camel  which  goes  before 
the  Sultan  or  the  Vizir ; and  when  the  ftandard  is 
difplayed  in  battle,  an  officer,  of  the  race  of  Ma- 
homet, called  the  Naikbul-Efchret,  is  appointed  to 
watch  the  event  of  the  combat ; and  when  the  vic- 
tory inclines  ever  fo  little  to  the  fide  of  the  enemy, 
he  makes  off  with  -all  expedition  with  the  facred 
depofitum.  The  Vizir,  upon  the  prefenf  occafion, 
accompanied  this  officer  in  his  flight  ( a).  But  the 
Chriftians,  who  were  fond  of  being  miftaken  in  this 
fad,  have  perfifted  in  believing  that  they  pofiefs  the 
famous  ftandard  ; and  the  hiftorians,  one  after  ano- 
ther, not  excepting  the  celebrated  author  of  the 
Annals  of  the  empire,  have  adopted  this  miftake. 

The  other  facred  implement  that  made  part  of  the 
booty,  was  a pi&ure  of  the  Virgin  found  in  the 
Vizir’s  tent,  with  this  infcription  in  latin  : . . 

Per  banc  imaginm  viSlor  eris,  'Johannes. 

Per  banc  imaginem  vi&or  ero  Johannes. 

* 

The  firft  line,  John,  by  this  image  thou  J, halt  con- 
quer, co\mes  from  the  Virgin  : to  which  John  an- 
swers, By  this  image , 1 John  will  conquer.  It  was 
evidently  an  imitation  of  the  fign  which  Conftan- 

(a)  Cantemir,  tom.  ii.  p.  154. 
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y-  *$83r  tine  faw  in  the  air,  when  he  was  marching  to  give 
battle  to  Maxentius. 

The  image  gave  occafion  to  much  fpeculation. 
Some  thought  it  very  remarkable  that  the  Vizir 
fhould  have  in  his  tent  a prefage  of  his  approach- 
ing ruin,  which  ought  rather  to  have  been  in  John’s 
pofiefiion.  Others  maintained,  that  no  miraculous 
fafts  Ihould  be  admitted,  without  an  application  of 
the  teft  of  fevere  criticifm.  The  image,  however, 
was  placed  in  a magnificent  chappel  built  by  the 
Queen  of  Poland  \ and  the  pretended  ftandafd  of 
Mahomet  was  fent  to  the  Pope  as  an  a£t  of  homage 
to  the  Lord  of  Holts.  All  the  cannon  remained 
• to  the  Emperor,  and  the  empire  alfo.  The  Vizir' 
had  flattered  himfelf  that  he  Ihould  give  law  to 
both,  and  had  brought  with  him  all  the  pageantry 
that  he  intended  for  his  triumphal  entry  into  Vienna. 
He  had-  alio  brought  magazines,  artillery,  and 
workmen  of  every  fort,  in  order  to  victual  and  for- 
tify the  place,  where  he  propofed  to  relide  till  the 
next  campaign,  which  he  confidered  as  the  end  of 
Leopold’s  reign.  By  the  taking  of  Vienna,  Italy 
would  be  inclofed  within  a double  Crefcent,  no 
place  oh  that  fide  the  Rhine  could  make  any  re- 
mittance, and  there  remained  nothing  but  the  for- 
i tune  of  Lewis  XIV.  to  flop  his  progrefs.  With 
fuch  vaft  projects  and  great  force,  he  ftood  in  need 
pf  other  manners,  and  another  head.  The  only 
aft  of  vigour  he  did.  Was  his  rapid  march  to  Vi- 
enna,. while  he  made  a feint  of  attacking  Raab. 

After  all,  fo  decifive  an  aftion  was  never  attend- 
ed with  lefs  (laughter.  An  Italian  Secretary,  nam- 
ed 'Talenti,  whom  the  King  of  Poland  difpatched 
to  the  Pope,  gave  out  all  along  the  road,  and  even 
told  the  Pontiff  himfelf,  that  he  had  travelled  for 
four  leagues  together  upon  dead  bodies.  This  fa- 
, bulous  tale  was  well  calculated  to  amufe  the  court 
gf  Rome$  but  if  the  Secretary  exaggerated  with- 
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out  fliame,  a celebrated  author,  who  by  the  uni-  Y*  l6i$- 
verfal  extent  of  his  knowledge,  and  the  beauty  of 
his  writings,  has  acquired  a privilege  of  making 
miftakes,  has  diminilhed  without  probability.  He 
eftimates  the  lofs  of  the  Chriftians  at  two  hundred 
men  only,  and  that  of  the  Turks  at  lefs  than  a thou- 
fand  (a).  The  Jefuit  Aurigny,*  in  his  memoirs,  a 
work  of  great  value  in  other  refpedts,  thinks  he 
has  made  a better  calculation,  by  making  the  lofs 
of  the  Chriftians  amount  to  fix  hundred  men  ( b ). 

Thus  it  is  that  miftakes  are  perpetuated.  On  the 
fide  of  the  Chriftians,  a Angle  fquadron  of  Polilh 
gendarmes  loft  two  and  twenty  men.  All  the  fqua- 
drons  charged,  and  more  than  a hundred  officers 
were  killed.  Now  it  is  well  known  that  ten  fol- 
diers  at  leaft  muft  be  allowed  for  every  officer.  The 
Germans  did  not  continue  idle  ; and  when  blows 
are  given,  they  muft  alfo  be  received.  The  Poles 
lamented  the  death  of  Zbafki,  Maczinlki,  the  Ca- 
ftellan  Urbanfki,  young . Fotofkiv  chief  of  an  il- 
luftrious  family,  the  intrepid  MAdreofki,  who  had 
acquired  fuch  honour  at  the  little  of  Choczin ; 
Lieutenant  General  Affuerujs^  and  . many  others, 
whofe  bodies  were  found  at  the  foot  of  the  red 
pavilion  which  diftinguilhed  the  Vizir’s  poft.  The 
Imperialifts  bellowed  tears  upon  the  Prince  of  Croy, 
aS  they  had  lately  done,  in  the  unfortunate  affair 
of  Petronel,  upon  the  young  Prince  of  Arernberg, 
and  the  Chevalier  de  Savoy,  elder  brother  to  Prince 
Eugene.  The  death  of  the  latter,  had  fomething 
in  it  very  deplorable  : a Tartar,  after  having  wound- 
ed him  with  a fabre,  threw  him  acrofs  his  horle, 
and  fqueezed  him  with  fuch.  violence  that  he  crulh- 
ed  his  ftomach. . The  unhappy  Prince  was  refcued 

out  of  his  hands,  but  died  the  third  day  after,  at 

. / 

( *)  Annals  of  the  empire, join,  u.  p.  347.  ( 

Tom.  iii.  p.  417. 
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y.  i6Sj.  Vienna.  As  for  the  Turks,  they  loft  a great  many 
colours,  and  it  is  well  known  that  colours  are  never 
furrendered  but  with  great  lofs  of  blood  ; and  in- 
deed, if  we  take  only  a tranfitory  view  of  two  ar- 
mies diiputing  at  firft  againft  each  other,  foot  to  foot, 
for  fix  hours,  a fpot  of  ground  full  of  eminences 
and  vineyards,  and  afterwards  coming  to  a general 
action,  this  will  be  fufficient  to  fhew  that  it  could 
not  be  done  without  confiderable  lofs  ; but  this  lofs 
will,  after  all,  ~ be  thought  fmall,  and  was  fo  in 
effeft  for  fo  great  a vidtory. 

The  King  took  a pleafure,  perhaps  an  ill-natured 
one,  in  informing  Lewis  XIV.  of  his  vi&ory.  The 
iiibftance  of  the  letter  was,  that  be  thought  himfelf 
particularly  obliged  to  congratulate  the  eldefi  fon  of 
the  Church , upon  an  event  fo  advantageous  to  aU  Chri- 
Jlendom.  The  power  and  the  victories  of  the  French 
Monarch  filled  all  Europe.  John.him&lf  could  not 
help  being  a little  jealous.  He  even  fhevVed  it 
plainly  the  following  year,  upon  one  of  thofe  oc- 
cafions,  when  Kings,  like  their  fubjedts,  fpeak  frank- 
ly what  they  think; ' The  news  pf  the  taking  of 
Luxembourg,  a new  triumph  for  the  arms  of  Lewis, 
was  brought  to  Warfaw.  A French  furgeon,  who 
attended  the  King  of  Poland,  and  was  then  in  hi$ 
chamber,  cried  out.  Ay  l he  is  a King  indeed— ‘And 
/,  fays  the  King  interrupting  him  in  a paffion, 
what  am  I then? — To  acquaint  Lewis  with  the 
deliverance  of  Vienna  and  the  empire,  fo  great  an 
exploit  performed  with  fo  fmall  an  army,  was  mak- 
ing him  feel,  that  he  was  not  the  only  King  who  had 
a right  to  the  tide  of  Great. 

The  morrow  after  a viftory  is  alfo  a day  of  glory. 
Staremberg  came  to  pay  his  refpe&s  to  the  deliverer 
of  Vienna,  where  John  thought  he  might  triumph 
/ without  offending  the  Emperor,  and  entered  the 
town  over  the  rums,  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the 
people.  His  horfe  could  fcarce  get  through  the 
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multitude  that  fell  proftrate  before  him,  came  to  'y.  i63s. 
kifs  his  feet,  and  called  him  their  father,  their  fa- 
viour,  the  greatefl:  of  all  Princes.  Vienna  in  this 
moment  of  joy  forgot  that  it  had  a jealons  matter. 

The  pleafure  of  delivering  the  unhappy,  and  the 
unoommanded  gratitude  they  exprelfed,  made  the 
King  ihed  tears,  and  confefs,  that  the  throne  could 
furnifh  no  pleafure  equal  to  it.  He  was  cor.duded 
with  Ihouts  of  joy  to  the  cathedral,  where  he  went 
to  return  thanks  to  the  God  of  battle.  He  dif- 
covered  upon  this  temple  the  Turkifh  crefcent,  a ' 
monument  of  ignominy,  ereded  there  -by  the  great 
Soliman  (a),  which  the  King  ordered  to  be  taken 
down  and  trod  under  foot  by  the  people.  He  him- 
fclf  begun  the  Te  Deum , which  was  fung  upon  the 
occaiion.  It  is  remarkable  that  no  Magiftrate  was 
prefent  at  this  ceremony  : even  the  perfons  of  dif- 
tindion  in  the  city  that  attended  it  were  very  few, 
while  the  people,  unreftrained  by  political  confider- 
ations,  fung  the  praifes  of  God  and  the  conqueror. 

The  text  of  the  fermon  that  was  preached,  was  : 

There  was  a man  fent  from  God , whofe  name  was 
John.  About  a century.before.  Pope  Pius  V.  had 
exclaimed  m the  fame  words,  when  he  heard  of  the 
celebrated  battle  of  Lepanto,  which  the  famous 
John  of  Auftria,  baftard  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  gain- 
ed over  the  fleet  of  the  Sultan  Selim.  There  was 
however  a great  difference  between  the  vidory  at 
Lepanto  and  that  of  John  Sobiefki.  The  former 
was  of  very  little  fcrvice  to  Chrjftendom,  whereas 
the  latter  laved  the  empire  and  religion  together. 

Had  Vienna  been  taken,  the  Chriftian  churches,  as 
was  the  cafe  at  Conftanfjnople,  would  foon  have 
been  converted  into  mofques  j and  who  knows 

(a)  The  condition  upon  which  he  raifedlhe  liege  of  Vienna, 
which  begun  to  make  him  uneafy,  while  the  uneafinefs  of  the 
place  was  ftill  greater. 

where 
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> where  Mahometanifm,  which  has  already  overrun  lb 
many  countries,  would  have  ftopt  ? 

Leopold,  who  expelled  to  have  z triumph  in 
his  capital,  though  he  had  not  been  prefent  at  the 
battle,  advanced  by  the  Danube,  fcarce  venturing 
to  call  his  eye  upon  the  fmoking  ruins  of  fo  many 
hamlets- villages,  gardens,  and  country-feats ; ruins 
fo  extenfive,  that  it  was  necefiary  to  make  a new 
topographical  map,  for  the  places  marked  in  that 
of  Vifcher  were  no  longer  in  being  (a).  As  be 
drew  near  the  city,  he  heard  the  firing  of  cannon, 
• not  intended  for  him.  He  was  wounded  to  the 
very  heart  with  this  thought,  and  turning  to  the 
Count  de  Sintzendorf,  faid  to  him  : 7 be  ueaknefs  of 
the  counfels  that  you  h ive  had  a Jhare  in,  occafions  me 
this  difgrace.  Thefe  words,  uttered  with  that  im- 
perious tone  which  always  cri; files  a courtier,  affect- 
ed the  Minifter  fo  much  that  he  died  the  next 
day  ( h ).  A minifter  who  fhould  die  with  grief 

at  having  advifed  a meafure  productive  of  mifery 
to  the  people,  would  deferve  tears. 

The  Emperor  fufpended  his  march,  that  he  might 
not  be  a fpeCtator  of  John’s  triumph.  A difficulty 
of  ceremony  contributed  alfo  to  flop  him  : the 
queftion  was,  whether  an  eledive  King  had  ever  been 
prefent  with  an  Emperor,  and  in  what  manner  he 
had  been  received.  The  Duke  of  Lorrain,  who 
liftened  only  to  the  voice  of  gratitude*  anfwered, 
with  open  arms , if  he  has  preferved  the  empire.  The 
Emperor  was  attentive  only  to  his  Imperial  dignity, 

■ and  gave  John  to  underftand  that  he  would  not 
give  him  his  hand,  which  was  the  reception  the 
King  of  Poland  expeCted  in  quality  of  a Sovereign 
Prince.  After  much  cavilling,  it  was  fettled  thm 
they  fhould  meet  in  the  open  plain.  The  Emper- 

(4)  Journal  of  the  iiege,  p.  26. 

(a)  Memoirs  of  the  Duke  of  Villars,  tom.  i.  p.  529. 

or, 
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or,  in  his  way,  paffed  before  the  Bavarian  troops,  y.  1680. 
with  the  Eledior  at  their  heacL  Leopold  had  given 
him  a fword  enriched  with  diamonds,  and  he  had 
juft  made  a good  ufc  of  the  prefent ; but  this  did 
not  fecure  him  from  feeling  afterwards  all  the  rigour 
of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

When  the  moment  of  the  interview  arrived,  the 
King  of  Poland,  in  a Polifh  bonnet,  and  a plume 
of  feathers  terminated  by , a large  pearl  hanging  loofe, 
clad  in  the  fame  armour  that  he  wore  on  the  day 
of  the  battle,  with  a Roman  buckler,  on  which 
were  engraved,  not  the  a&ions  of  his  anceftors,  but 
his  own,  and  mounted  upon  a ftately  horfe  with 
magnificent  furniture,  approached  the  Emperor  with 
that  heroic  prefence  which  nature  hjid  given  him, 
and  that  air  which  his  victory  gave  him  a right  to 
put  onv  The  Emperor,  .dreft  in  a plain  manner, 
as  he  ufually  was  in  his  own  court,  and  mounted 
accordingly,  talked  of  nothing  but  the  fervices  done 
the  Poles  in  all  ages  by  the  friendfhip  and  protec- 
tion . of  the  Emperors.  At  laft,  howevef,  he  let 
drop  the  word  gratitude  for  the  deliverance  of  Vienna. 

At  this  word  the  King  turning  his  horfe,  faid  to 
him  : Brother , I am  glad  that  1 have  done  you  that 
J; mall  fervice.  He  was  going  to  put  an  end  to  the 
difcourfe  which  grew  difagreeable  •,  but  he  obferved 
his  ion  Prince  James  alight  from  his  horfe  to  pay 
his  refpefts  to  the  Emperor.  This  is  a Prince , faid 
he,  ‘whom  I am  educating  for  the  fervice  of  Cbrijten- 
dom.  The  Emperor,  without  faying  a word,  only 
nodded  his  head  ; and  yet  this  was  the  young  Prince 
whom  he  had  promifed  to  make  his  Ion- in-law. 

After  this,  what  a reception  could  the  Palatines, 
who  attended  the  King,  expeft  ? One  of  them  ftept 
forward  to  kifs  his  Imperial  Majefty’s  boot ; but 
he  drew  upon  himfelf.  this  reprimand  from  his 
matter  : Palatine,  no  meannefs ; and  then  they  fepa- 
tated.  No  one  was  more  offended  at  Leopold’s 

behaviour 
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v.  1683.  behaviour  towards  the  deliverer  of  Vienna,  than 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain.  In  the  whole  courfe  of  the. 
expedition,  the  reader  muft  have,  obferved  that  the 
Duke  fhe wed  a regard,  a deference,  and  even  ve- 
neration for  the  King ; and  if  we  recoiled  that 
John  had  Hood  for,, and  carried  the  crown  of  Po- 
land, in  oppofition  to  him,  it  muft  be  owned  that 
it  indicated  a great  mind  to  behave  thus  to  a rival. 

The  King’s  diflatisfaClion  with  the  Emperor  ftiouki 
naturally  have  induced  him  to  return  to  his  own  do- 
minions, after  having  faved  the  empire.  This  was 
what  the  republic  intended,  and  the  Queen  defired. 
The  Emperor  himfelf  wiflied  it,  for  reafons  which  he 
chofe  not  to  publish.  He  knew  that  the  malecon- 
tents  in  Hungary,  no  lbnger  trailing  in  the  fortune  of 
Tekeli,  had  offered  their  crown  to  John  for  his  fon 
Prince  James.  They  were  at  this  time  in  arms,  and 
Leopold  was  uneafy  at  feeing  fo  neaj^them  a victo- 
rious King,  who,  by  accepting  th^t  crown,  might 
fell  him  at  a dear  rate  the  fervices  he  had  done 
him.  But  this  ambitious  defign,  which  John 
might  have  juftified  by  the  fuffrages  of  a people 
refuming  their  liberty  in  order  to  difpofe  of  it  again, 
never  entered  into  his  mind ; he  thought  only  of 
the  common  caufe  of  Chriftendom,  and  the  parti- 
cular intereft  of  Poland,  by  continuing  to  humble 
the  Ottoman  empire.  He  even  flattered  himfelf 
that  Leopold,  notwithftanding  his  ftrange  beha- 
viour, would  ftill  perform  his  promifes.  The  double, 
hope  of  a match  between  an  Archduchefs  and  his 
fon,  and  of  the  crown  of  Poland’s  being  made 
' hereditary  in  his  family,  fupported  him  againft  the 
Imperial  prrde. 

The  council  of  Vienna  no  fooner  guefied  at 
his  thoughts,  than  they  refolved  to  take  advantage 
of  the  .Polilh  troops  to  force  Neuhaufel  from  tne 
, Turks.  This  place,  the  fiege  of  which  the  Duke 
of  Lorrain  had  been  obliged  to  raife  in  the  beginning 

of 


Digitized  by  Google 


KING  of  POLAND. 

of  the  campaign,  is  fituated  on  the  North  fide  of  y. 
the  Danube.  To  lay  fiege  to  it  would  furnifh  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  the  Turks  again,  whom  they 
repented  of  having  fuffered  to  efcape  with  fo  little  lofs. 

Kara-Muftapha,  after  his  defeat,  retired  to  Bu- 
da  (a),  where  he  expedled  his  fate.  His  being  fon- 
in-law  to  Mahomet  was  of  great  ule  to  him,  but 
the  Sultana  V alide  of  (till  greater.  The  Sultans  have 
a particular  refpeft  for  their  mother,  even  beyond 
what  nature  prefcribes.  If  they  were  to  admit  a 
Sultana  to  their  bed  without  confuting  her,  the 
Alcoran  and  the  court  would  murmur.  They  give 
up  into  her  hands  part  of  the  government  of  the 
feraglio  •,  Ihe  is  permitted  to  affift  at  councils  of 
ftate,  and  debates  upon  public  bufinels,  having  a 
veil  over  her  face-,  with  the  Vizir  and  the  Mufti  (b). 

As  Mahomet  was  full  of  this  filial . refpedt  for  his 
mother,  ihe  fuborned  witinefies  who  were  glad  to 
gain  preferment  by  compliances  that  are  common 
enough  in  courts.  The  difafter  at  Vienna  was  im- 
puted to  perfons  far  lefs  criminal  than  the  Vizir. 
The  Bafhaw  of  Buda  was  ftrangled  and  lamented 
by  the  whole  empire.  He  had  performed  prodigies 
at  the  fiege  of  Candy,  quieted  an  infurredtion  in 
Egypt,  incfeafed  the  tribute  paid  by  that  kingdom, 
without  opprefling  the  people,  and'  gained  by  his 
merit  the  confidence  of  the  great  Cuprogli.  It  is 
true,  he  had,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  given  up  the 
Vizir  to  the  arms  of  the  Chriftians,  but  fuch  a*, 
defection  fcarce  ever  happens  but  to  a defpifed  or 

f a)  The  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Hungary.  It  is  dif- 
puted,  whether  this  be  the  ancient  Aquimum,  where  the  fecond 
Roman  legion,  called  AJjutrix,  was  quartered.  The  Vatican 
copy  of  Antoninus  reads  Aquinec.  It  may  be  doubted,  whe- 
ther this  Aquineo  or  Aquineum  be  not  rather  Cefol  upon  the  Da- 
nube. Others  will  have  ir,  that  it  is  neither  Buda,  /nor  CepoJ, 
but  S/rigo/ria:  an  ample  fubjeft  for  a learned  dilTertation  which, 
will  end  with  proving  nothing. 

(b)  Cantemir,  tom.  ii.  p.  151. 
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y.  1683.  deftefted  General.  The  fault!,  however,  was  inex- 
cufable,  and  he  paid  for  it  with  his  head.  Three 
other  Bafhaws  fell  with  him.  The  Cham  of  the 
Tartars  was  depofed  ; a punifhment  which  he  would 
not  have  deferved  under  another  Vizir. 

The  fame  courier,  who  was  charged  with  thefe 
cruel  orders,  brought  the  real  criminal  diftinguiih- 
ed  marks  of  his  continuing  ftill  in.  favour  ; but  it 
was  upon  condition ‘of  his  repairing  this  misfortune. 
Vanquiflied  as  he  was,  he  had  ftill  an  army  far  fu- 
perior  to  that  of  the  conquerors  ; and  the  lifts  were 
again  opened. 

The  King  of  Poland  begun  his  march  on  the 
17th  of  September,  to  complete  the  deftru&ion  of 
his  enemy,  for  he  thought  that  nothing  was  done, 
while  any  thing  remained  to  do.  He  was  followed 
by  the  German  army,  but  not  fo  numerous  as  it 
was  in  the  affair  of  Vienna.  The  Prince  of  Wal- 
deck  was  preparing  to  lead  back  the  troops  of  the 
circles.  The  Eleftor  of  Bavaria  was  ill,  and  his 
army  waited  for  his  recovery. 

1 he  Elector  of  Saxony  had  taken  part  in  the  juft 
relentment  of  a Prince  of  his  family,  and  entirely 
withdrawn  his  troops.  ( Whenever  two  perfons  of 
diftinguifhed  merit  appear  in  the  fame  field  of 
aftion,  it  is  as  dangerous  to  reward  only  one,  as  to 
forget  both.  Staremberg,  befides  a large  fum  of 
money,  had  the  order  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  and  a 
Field-Marfhal’s  ftaff.  This  laft  honour  would  have 
fatisfied  the  Prince  of  Saxe-Lawemburg,  who  had  . 
deferved  it  by  ferving  the  Emperor.  Upon  its  be- 
ing refufed  him,  he  quitted  the  fervice,  and  at  the 
fame  time  the  Eleftor  withdrew  his  troops.  The 
garrifon  of  Vienna  and  fome  other  regiments,  filled 
up  a part  of  the  chafm  ; fo  that  the  Chriftian  army 
was  ftill  fifty  thoufand  ftrong.  It  palled  the  Da- 
nube below  Prefburg,  under  the  cannon  of  Comora, 
directing  its  march  towards  Neukaufel.  ] 

The  I 
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The  German  Generals  had  not  all  the  fame  de-  Y* 
ference  for  the  King  of  Poland  with  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain.  Staremberg,  commander  of  the  foot,  who 
poficfied  the  favour  and  was  intruded  with  ihe  in- 
tentions of  Leopold,  did  not  always  aflent  to  the 
difpofitions  made  by  John  ; and  an  event  happened 
to  encreafe  this  mifunderftanding.  Tekeli,  after  the 
defeat  of  the  Turks,  faw  hinafelf  upon  the  brink 
of  a precipice ; and  fought  to  accommodate  matters 
with  the  Emperor,  under  the  protection  of  the 
King  of  Poland.  The  propofals  of  his  envoys, 
who  were  heard  before  a council,  confided  of  fix 
articles  : the  prefervation  of  their  privileges,  liberty 
of  confcience,  reditution  of  their  edates,  the.  con- 
vocation of  a free  diet,  a iufpenfion  of  arms  during 
the  negotiation,  and  for  Tekeli  their  leader,  the 
lovereignty  of  certain  Counties  which  had  been  pro- 
miied  him  the  year  before.  They  had  fcarce  time 
to  deliver  their  indruftions,  before  Staremberg  in- 
terrupted them,  and  talked  of  nothing  but  fcaf- 
folds  and  executioners.  John’s  artfwer  was  in  the 
ftrain  of  a merciful,  but  potent-  Prince,  who  had 
dill  arms  in  his  hand,  and  expeCted  to  meet  with 
the  refpeCl  due  to  the  mediation  of  one  who  had  juft 
faved  the  empire.  The  Imperialids  replied  with 
heat,  that  they  had  not  beep  idle  fpeChtors  of  that 
great  day.  * From  this  moment,  the  King  refolved 
to  (hew  them  that  he  could  conquer  without  their 
affiftance,  though  he  conquered  for  their  intereft. 

A body  of  between  fix  and  feven  thoufand  Turks,’ 
all  cavalry,  had  palled  the  Danube  at  Strigonia,  in 
order  to  guard  the  head  of  the  bridge  belonging  to 
that  town.  In  this  place  is  fituated  the  fort  of  bar- 
can,  built  of  earth,  with  fraifes  and  palilfadoes,  of 
little  confequence  in  itfelf,-  but  made  famous  by  be- 
ing the  fcene  of  feveral  remarkable  aflions.  . ' 

The  Turkilh  cavalry  was  commanded  by  a young 
man,  who  faw  the  Balhaw  of  Buda  ftrangled,  and 
. < Z ' 
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y,  1683.  was  not  afraid  to  fill  his  place.  The  young  Bafhaw, 
named  Kara-Mehemed , born  for  war,  full  of  fire, 
ambition,  and  courage,  was  refolved  to  deferve  his 
fortune. 

The  Polifh  troops  always  encamped  before  the 
reft  of  the  army.  The  King  flattered  himfelf  with 
the  hopes  of  crufhing  this  handful  of  Turks  and 
taking  the  fort  of  fiarcan  : but  not  chufing  that  the 
Germans  fhould  lhare  in  this  victory,  he  concealed 
from  them  his  march.  In  the  mean  time,  forrie  of 
his  fpies  returned  and  brought  him  word  that  the 
enemy  was  very  numerous  : Let  us  not  enquire , faid 
he , how  many  they  are , but  where  they  are.  Unfor- 
tunately  he  found  them  too  foon,  though  their 
number  was  really  fmall. 

The  7th  of  October  was  a day  of  blood.  The 
Turks  being  covered  with  a rideau,  the  Polifh  van- 
guard did  not  think  them  fo  near,  and  was  attack- 
ed before  it  could  draw  up  in  order  of  battle.  Dif-  j 

order  and  confufioh  inftantly  feized  the  Poles  : the  ' 

officers  gave  no  orders  at  all,  of  gave  them  abfurd-  **  , 
ly,  a body  of  dragoons  being  made  to  alight  from 
their  horfes  in  a plain.  The  Coflfacks  were  put 
into  difbrder ; the  Pancerns  took  to  flight ; and  the 
Grand -General’s  dragoons  mounted  their  horfes  only  " 
to  fave  themfelves.  Thofe  belonging  to  the  King 
had  not  time  to  follow  their  example,  and  were  cut  , 
to  pieces.  Nothing  was  to  be  feen  but  flying  par- 
* ties,  and  heads  falling  by  the  fabre. 

In  the  midft  of  this  diforder,  the  King  came  up 
with  the  main  body  of  the  horle  ; but  his  prefence 
did  not  flop  the  conqueror.  The  young  Bafhaw 
redoubled  his  activity,  and  the  King  had  fcarce  time 
to  form  his  line.  He  received  the  Turks  with  firm- 
j ' nefs,  and  even  charged  themdn  his  turn.  But  the 

Turks  opening  their  ranks  to  inclofe  the  whole 
Polifh  line,  and , being  animated  with  that  rage 
which  diftinguifhed  the  Mahometans  under  the  firft 
*•  Califfs, 
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Califfs,  drove  back  the  left  wing,  forced  the  right,  v.  x6Sj. 
and  made  way  through  the  centre.  T he  Towarifz 
were  no  longer  that  intrepid  band,  which,  about 
a century  before,  had  faid  to  their  King  : What  haft 
thou  to  fear,  with  twenty  thoufand  lances?  If  the 
jky  Jbould  fall,  we  would  keep  it  up  with  theiri 
points. . • 

In  this  Univerfal  diforder,  when  every  moment 
added  the  dying  to  the  dead,  and  it  became  equally 
dangerous  to  retreat,  and  to  refill,  the  Grand-Ge- 
neral JablOnowfki  befeught  the  King  to  efcape  with 
his  fon,  who  fought  by  his  fide,  adding,  that  he 
would  endeavour  to  rally  a few  fquadrons,  and 
ftand  his  ground  fome  little  time,- to  proteft- his 
facred  .perfon.  The  King  knew  that  his  perfon  was 
made  facred,  only  that  it  might  be  facrificed  for- 
the  republic,  and  continued  the  fight  till  he- was 
hurried  along,  hirofeff  and  his  fon,  by  the  flying 
multitude,  Never  were  troops  {truck  with  greater 
terror;  The  huflars  threw  away  their  lances,  the 
Cornets  their  ftandards,  which  lay  {cattered  about, 
with  kettle-drums,-  among  the  furrows.  Let  no 
one  be  confident  that  he  {hall  be  always  brave, 
and  ready  to  expofe  his  own  life,  to  fave  that  of  his 
Prince.  The  Polifh  officers,  whofe  proftffiori  it  is 
to  be  brave,  abandoned  their  Prince  to  the  mercy 
of  the  enemy-,  and  when  the  Generals  attempted 
to  flop  them,  by  fhewing  them  the  King,  they  an- 
fwered,  that  their  own  life  was  their  principal  con- 
cern, and  that  if  the  King  was  killed,  or  taken, 
they  would  make . another,  if  they  pretended  to 
ufe  force,  they  were  threatened  with  the  fabre.  The 
Count  de  Maligni,  brother  to  the  Queen,  was  once 
in  as  much  danger  from  the  Poles,  as  from  the 
enemy.  The  inequality  of  the  ground  contributed 
alfo  much  to  increafe  the  carnage.  The  furrows 
being  uncommonly  deep,  numbers  of  the  cavalry 
were  difinounted,' and  either  trod  t&  death  by  their 
Z .2  own 
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i68j.  own  men,  or  beheaded  by  the  enemy.  Young  Ltf- 
bomirfki,  being  throw'll  from  his  horfe,  offered  ten 
thoufand  ducats  to  whoever  fhoijld  fave  his  life  : 
a groom  got  the  money,  by  giving  him  a led  horfe. 
D’HenofF,  Palatine  of  Pomerania,  had  not  the  fame 
good  fortune.  Being  difmounted,  and  wounded 
with  a ball,  he  lay  weltring  in  his  blood,  till  a 
Turk  cut  off  his  head. 

The  King,  being  hurried  away  by  an  ungovern- 
able horfe,  loft  fight  of  his  fon.  He  afked  after 
him  with  the  utmoft  uneafinefs,  and  thofe  who  Were 
near  pretended  to  fee  him,  and  pointed  him  out  to 
his  father,  deceiving  him,  in  order  to  quiet  his  mind; 
The  heat  of  the  purfuit  increafed  every  moment, 
-and  the  flight  of  the  Pbles  grew  precipitate  in  pro- 
portion. Every  one  found  himfelf  obliged  to  take 
care  of  his  own  prefervation,  the  King  as  well  as  the 
reft.  Two  Turks  coming  up  with  him,  he  put 
himfelf  in  a pofture  of  defence.  One  of  them  lifted 
up  his  fabre,  againft  a life  fo  precious  to  Poland, 
and  fo  odious  to  the  Ottoman  empire.  A Reifter 
of  the  King’s  guards  prevented  the  infidel,  and  laid 
him  dead  with  his  carbine.  But  the  foldier  had  no 
time  to  receive  the  thanks  of  his  Prince,  for  the 
other  Turk  inftantly  avenged  his  comrade,  and 
pufhed  on  towards  the  King.  The  Matter 
of  the  Horfe,  Mateinfki>  interpofing  to  defend 
him  at  the  hazard  of  his  own  life,  prefertted  a pif- 
tol  to  the  Turk,  who  turned  afide  to  avoid  him; 
This  dreadful  fcene  was  over  in  lefs  time  than  it 
takes  to  relate  it,  and  did  not  at  all  fufpend  the 
rout. 

The  crowd  of  runaways  increafed  every  moment 
about  the  King,  and  made  his  fituation  more  dan- 
gerous. Bruifed  all  over  by  the  continual  ftiock  of 
horfes  and  arms  juftling  againft  him,  encumbered 
with  his  own  bulk,  out  of  breath,  and  almoft  fuf- 
focated,  he  flood  in  great  need  of  alfiftance.  Ma- 
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temfki  fupported  him  on  one  fide,  and  the  firft  y.  1683. 
perfon  they  found  on  the  other,  while  his  horfe, 
with  the  bridle  on  its  neck,  redoubled  its  fpeed. 
Having  thus  recovered  his  breath,  the  firft  thing 
he  faw,  through  a cloud  of  duft,  was  a young  man 
held  by  the  cloak,  by  a Turkifh  foldier.— — This 
was  no  other  than  his  fon,  who  got  clear  by  quit- 
ting his  garment,  and  efcaped  to  a wood,  where  he 
found  a Tafe  retreat. 

The  rout  had  now  continued  near  an  hour,  and 
die  plain  was  covered  with  dead  bodies;  a few  mi- 
nutes more,  and  Poland  would  have  loft,  in  one  day, 
its  King,  its  generals,  and  all  its  cavalry.  But  for- 
tunately the  infantry  was  advancing  at  a great  rate. 

The  Imperial  army  followed,  and  the  artillery  was 
getting  in  order.  The  Turks,  whofe  number  was 
too  fmall  to  encounter  fo  great  a force,  returned  to 
the  field  of  battle,  of  which  they  kept  pofieffion. 

Thefe  Turks  were  the  very  fame  troops  that  had 
fled  before  Vienna : they  then  wanted  a General, 
and  had  found  one  in  the  plain  of  Barcan.  During 
the  whole  action,  the  young  Bafhaw  had  been  ieen 
dire&ing  their  motions,  defying  death,  and  teach- 
ing his  foldiers  to  defpife  it : a little  more  experi- 
ence would  have  made  him  a great  Captain. 

The  lofs  of  the  Poles  was  never  known  exactly  ; 
for  they  took  the  firft  opportunity  of  burying  their 
dead,  in  order  to  conceal  their  number.  When  this 
ftorm  was  over,  the  calm  rhat  fucceeded  prefented 
but  a melancholy  fcene. ' 1 he  King,  overwhelmed 
with  fatigue  and  vexation,  had  laid  himfelf  down 
upon  a bundle  of  hay.  Here  they  brought  him 
his  fon,  whom  the -King  little  expected  to  inftruft 
by  adverfity  ; and  yet  the  leflon  was  of  great  ufe, 
by  teaching  him  how  to  bear  it.  The  Polilh 
nobles,  who  had  efcaped  the  flaughter,  with  down- 
caft  eyes,  and  dejefted  countenances,  furrounded 
their  matter  in  mournful  filence.  The  German 
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l4Sj.  Generals  put  on  alfo  an  air  of  facjnefs : but  the 
King  knew  what  was  in  their  hearts.  Gentlemen , 
faid  he,  with  that  candotir  which  is  never  found 
but  in  great  minds,  1 confers' I wanted- 10  conquer 
without  you , for  the  honour  of  my  own  nation  : 1 
have  fffered  feverely  for  it , being  foundly  beat  •,  but 
1 will  ia  e my  revenge  with  you  and  for  you.  To 
effect  this,  mujt  be  the  chief  employment  of  our  thoughts. 
Tr.is  eloque-^e  of  the  heart  is  perhaps  fuperior  to 
all  the  Jpeeches  in  Livy. 

The  young  Balhaw,  proud  of  the  advantage  he 
had  gained  over  fo  great  a King,  with  an  inferior 
force,  was  thinking,  on  his  fide,  of  gathering  frefh 
laurels.  He  difpatched  couriers  the  fame  night  to 
Buda,  with  an  account  of  his  victory.  The  Grand- 
Vifir,  without  lofing  a moment,  lent  a body  of 
twenty  thoufand  horfe,  which  arrived  next  day  by 
the  bridge  of  Strigonia,  the  diftance  being  no  more 
than  fix  leagues  He  writ  at  the  fame  time  to  Te- 
keli,  who  waited  to  fee  the  turn  of  affairs  at  the 
head  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  “ that  if  he  had  his 
reafons  formerly  for  keeping  meafures  with,  the  - 
**  King  of  Poland,  they  were  now  at  an  end*, 
“ that  his  army  was  entirely  deftroyed,  and  hehim- 
“ felf  killed  or  taken  ; that  they  had  none  to  deal 
**  with  but  the  Germans,  of  whom  they  Ihould 
**  have  an  eafy  bargain ; and  that  it  was  his  in- 
**  tereft  to  march  with  the  utmoft  expedition  to 
. “ Barcan,  where  he  might  fecure  his  crown,  by 
“ deferving  the  prote&ion  of  the  Ottoman  empire, 
and  by  lharing  in  its  glory.” 

Such  were  the  efforts  that  Kara-Muftapha  made 
to  wipe  off"  his  difgrace,  without  coming  in  perfon 
to  take  his  lhare  or  the  danger. 

The  King  of  Poland,  who  had  recovered  his 
ftrength  by  a night’s  reft,  employed  the  whole  fol- 
lowing day;  which  was  the  8th,  in  colle&ing  his 
fcattered  army,  in  confoling  it  for  the  misfortune 
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of  yefterday,  in  animating  it  to  vengeance,  in  com*  Y*  l683> 
bining  it  with  the  Imperial  troops,  and  in  regulat- 
ing the  order  of  battle  for  the  morrow: 

The  letter  he  writ  to  the  Queen,  dated  this  day, 
informing  her  of  his  difafter,  was  enough  to  freeze 
her  blood.  He  told  her  that  he  was  advancing  to- 
wards the  enemy , and  that  Jhe  mud  expect  they  would 
be  defeated , or  bid  him  farewell  tor  'ever. 

Tekeli  Was  not  arrived  in  the  morning  of  the 
9th,  when  the  engagement  begun.  Any  one,  but 
the  young  Balhaw,  would  have  avoided  an  aftion, 
or  at  lealt  would  not  have  fought  it.  It  will  fcjirce 
be  believed,  that  twenty-fix  thoufand  Turks,  all 
cavalry,  and  without  cannon,  qould  venture  a battle 
againft  fifty  thoufand  Chriftians,  provided  with  all 
the  advantages  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery. 

If  this  was  an  adt  of  rafhnefs,  the  young  Bafhaw 
committed  another,  and  a more  confiderable,  fault. 

He  drew  up  his  troops  upon  a Ipot  .that  fcarce  lefc 
them  any  retreat,  having  the  Danube  on  his  left,  a 
ridge  of  mountains  on  his  right,  and  the  river  of 
Gran  behind  him  ; fo  that  the  bridge  of  Strigonia, 
defended  by  the  foot  of  Barcan,  was  the  only  way 
to  efcape,  in' cafe  of  a defeat.  It  was  telling  his 
foldiers,  that  they  muft  either  conquer  or  perilh. 

Such  a,  glorious  fit  of  defpair  has  fomerimes  fuc- 
ceeded  ; but  prudence  is  a better  thing  to  trufl:  to. 

He  formed  his  troops  into  one  line  only,  with  in- 
tervals of  a moderate  diftance  ; but  this  line  was 
fupported  by  columns  of  fifteen  fquadrons  each, 
one  behind  another.  The  Turks  pretend  that  thefe 
columns  are  hard  to  break,  eafily  rallied,  and  very 
proper  for  hemming_in  tfie  enemy.  The  Poles  had 
lately  experienced  it  to  their  colt. 

The  two  Balhaws  of  Shift  ria  and  Caramania 
commanded  the  wings.  The  General,  related  with 
his  latevviftory,  and  promifing  himlelf  another,  was 
fo  the  center. 

/ 1 • Z 4 T he 


Digitized  by  Google 


344 

Y.  1683. 


HISTORY  of  JOHN  SOBIESKI 

The  Chriftian  army  outftretched  that  of  the  Tutks 
by  a full  half  of  its  front,  which  was  made  up  of 
German  and  Polifh  troops,  equally  divided,  that 
the  two  nations  might  ihare  in  the  danger  and  the 
glory,  if  any  could  be  got  by  conquering  with 
fuch  a fuperior  force.  The  King  was  on  the  right, 
Jablonowfki  on  the  left,  and  the  Duke  of  Lorrain 
in  the  center. 

The  Chriftians  were  putting  themfelves  in  mo- 
tion to  begin  the  charge,  when  the  Turks,  who 
were  quicker,  fell  upon  them  with  an  impetuofity 
attended  with  bowlings,  which  it  is  impoflible  to 
defcribe.  A torrent  that  tumbles  from  the  preci- 
pice of  a mountain’s  brow,  is  neither  more  noify, 
por  more  rapid.  The  Chriftians  received  them  with 
fucK  firmnefs,  that  not  a man  loft  his  poft,  and 
with  a terrible  fire,  that  brought  men  and  horfes 
to  the  ground.  The  Turks  wheeled  round  to  re- 
cover a little,  and  inftantly  returned  with  greater 
Fury.  It  was  owing  to  the  chevaux  de  frize,  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  battalions  of  the  Chriftian  army, 
that  they  were  not  broke.  The  Turks  were  often 
on  the  point  of  fucceeding,  and  as  often  repulfed. 
Never  did  fquadrons  perform  their  evolutions  with 
greater  dexterity  and  quicknefs ; nor  was  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  Turkifh  horfes  ever  more  fully  dif- 
played.  , 

After  fo  many  efforts,  equally  bold  and  unfuc- 
cefsful,  they  changed  their  method  of  attack.  'Hi- 
therto they  had  charged  only  the  left  wing  j but 
now  they  attempted  at  the  fame  time  the  right  and 
the  center ; and  if  one  body  was  repulfed,  another 
that  had  had  time  to  recover  breath,  diftinguifhed 
itfelf  by  frefh  efforts,  fuperior  to  ordinary  yalour. 
It  was  not  by  their  fire-arms,  but  by  ufing  their 
fabres  well  in  clofe  combat,  that  they  expedted  to 
gain  the  vidtory.  If  Tekeli  had  appeared  at  this 
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juncture,  as  he  might  have  done,  the  Chriftian  ar-  1 
my  would  have  been  in  great  danger. 

The  Bafhaw  of  Siliftria  having  forced  his  way 
on  the  left,  his  horfe  was  killed  under  him,  and  he 
was  furrounded  by  a body  of  cavalry.  He  conti- 

nued to  defend  himfelf  on  foot,  afliited  by  forty  of 
his  domeftics,  who  alighted  from  their  horfes  to 
protect  him  with  their  fabres.  Jablonowlki,  admir- 
ing their  heroifm,  cried,  out,  /pare  thoje  brave  fel- 
lows, but  the  Germans  cut  them  in  pieces.  The 
unfortunate  Bafhaw,  abandoned  to  the  fury  of  the 
ioldiers,  looked  round  for  Jablonowlki,  and  fur- ' 
rendered  to  him.  The  Bafhaw  of  Caramania  was 
taken  in  the  fame  place,  covered  with  bloods 

The  General  being  thus  deprived,  if  I may  ufe 
the  expreffion,  of  both  his  arms,  ftill  did  every 
thing  that  could  be  expe&ed  from  the  mod  deter- 
mined courage.  He  forced  his  way  into  the  cen- 
ter, but  being  wounded  at  length  in  two  places 
with  a fabre,  and  perceiving  that  the  ftrength  of 
his  troops  was  exhauftedj  he  thought  of  making 
his  retreat. 

The  King  of  Poland,  who  obferved  his  firft  dif- 
portions  towards  it,  did  notallow  him  time  to  exe- 
cute his  intention,  but  advanced  at  the  head  of  his 
cavalry  to  take  him  in  flank,  and  cut  off  his  retreat. 
The  firft  fquadrons  were  already  feen  retiring  over  . 
the  bridge.  The  Chriftian  army  now  gave  a great 
fhout  in  its  turn,  and  quickening  its  march,  ex- 
tended itfelf  in  form  of  a crefcent,  and  got  up  with 
the  enemy. 

The  whole  was  nothing  now  but  .a  fcene  of 
flaughter  to  the  Turks,  whole  foie  objedt  was  to 
fly.  Some  got  to  the  bridge,  but  the  cannon  fwept 
it  from  end  to  end  •,  and  being  built  of  boats,  it 
was  loon  overloaded,  and  funk  under  the  weight. 
Others  ran  towards  the  fort,  but  the  fort  could  hold  ) 
no  more,  and  drove  them  back.  Many  threw 
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themfelves  into  the  Danube,  which  was  covered 
with  men  and  horfes ; but  the  lhot  reached  them 
even  here,  and  the  river  fwallowed  them  up.  A 
body  of  eighteen  thoufand,  who  would  not  attempt 
this  dangerous  way,  ftaid  upon  the  fide  of  the  river 
in  much  greater  danger.  It  would  feem  as  if  men  had 
only  a certain  portion  of  courage,  as  they  have  of 
lfrength.  Thofe  lions,  who.  a few  minutes  before 
were  ready  to  devour  every  thing,  now  fuffered 
themfelves  to  be  butchered,  like  a defencelefs  flock 
of  fiieep.  Though  they  had  (till  arms  in  their 
hands,  they  made  not  the  leaft  effort  to  fejl  their 
lives  dearly,  but  feemed  to  be  (truck  with  thunder. 
They  cried  out  amman , quarter,  and  were  all  put 
to  death.  The  pen  drops  from  one’s  hands,  at 
feeing  how  human  creatures  treat  one' another. 

The  janizaries  in  the  fort  were  fpedators  of  this 
(laughter,  and  expected  their  own  fate.  They  made 
all  poflible  fignals  of  furrendry ; hung  out  a white 
* flag,  and  for  fear  it  Ihould  not  be  taken  notice  of, 
tore  off  the  fleeves  of  their  lhirts  and  fattened  them  « 
to  the  end  of  their  weapons.  But  this  day  was 
BOt  a day  of  mercy.  Their  fentence  of  death  was 
writ  upon  their  palifadoes,  upon  which  the  Polifh 
foldiers  faw  the  bleeding  heads  of  their  brethren. 
The  rage  that  feized  them  at  this  fight  coft  them 
Frefh  tears,  which  they  might  eafily  have  prevented. 
The  janizaries,  upon  the  point  of  being  forced 
when  they  offered  to  lurrender,  made  a difcharge 
wlifeh  did  great  execud««i.  It  was  an  ad  of  mere 
defpair  in  the  laft  moment  they  had  to  live.  The 
author  of  the  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  fays, 
that  that  Prince  had  granted  them  a capitulation. 

If  the  fad  be  true,  every  thing  concurs  to  blacken 
the  Chriftians  on  this  bloody  day.  It  is  to  little 
purpofe  for  commanders  to  impute  ads  of  unnecef- 
■fary  cruelty  to  their  foldiers.  When  foldiers  are 
well  difciplined,  they  are  no  more  than  brave.  Of 
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the  twenty-fix  thoufand  Turks  that  were  in  this  v*  l6*i« 
engagement,  only  two  thoufand  efcaped,  before  the 
breaking  down  of  the  bridge.'*  The  young  Balhaw, 
who  would  have  deferved  a fecond  vidtory,  if  va- 
lour was  a fufficient  title  to  it,  was  one  of  the  nura  - 
her. 

Tekeli  appeared  upon  an  eminence,  when  the  ef- 
fufion  of  blood  cealed,  for  no  other  reaforj  but  be- 
caufe  there  was  no  more  to  fpill.  He  might  eafily 
have  come  in  time  ; and  he  now  difappeared  again 
immediately.  The  truth  is,  he  was  neither  enough 
a Chriftian,  nor  enough  a Turk  : a fure  means  of 
being,  fooner  or  later,  the  victim  of  one  of  the  par- 
ties. 

Every  circumftance  of  this  engagement,  v the 
bloodieft  of  that  age,  was  aftonifhing.  A young 
warrior,  who  had  never  been  in  any  command, 
venturing  to  contend  with  veteran  Generals,  and 
defying  the  hero  of  the  age:  twenty- fix  thoufand 
infidels  fighting  a pitched  battle  againft  fifty  thou- 
fend  Chriftians,  who  were  upon  the  point  of  being 
defeated.  Thefe  fame  infidels,  more  than  men  in 
the  beginning  of  the  action,  and  Ids  than  women 
in  the  end.  Chriftians  embruing  their  hands,  af- 
ter the  vidlory,  in  the  blood  of  eighteen  thoufand 
men  who  begged  for  mercy  ; -a  truth  which  I would 
willingly  fupprefs,  if  the  fidelity  of  hiftory  would 
permit  it 

This  victory,  which  put  the  Chriftians  in  poflef- 
fion  of  the  fort  of  Barcan,  made  them  change  their 
plan  of  operations.  They  defigned  at  firlt  to  be- 
fiege  Neuhaufel,  but  they  now  fixed  upon  Strigonia, 
which  was  weakened  by  the  taking  of  the  bridge. 

This  city,  by  the  Germans  called  Gran,  fituated 
on  the  right  fide  of  the  Danube,  has  its  citadel 
upon  a very  high  rock.  Staremberg,  in  order  to 
reconnoitre  the  place,  walked  {lowly  round  it  twice, 

•jn  the  midft  of  a Ihpwer  of  bullets  that  covered  him 
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with  earth.  His  intrepidity  gained  him  great  ap- 
plaufe,  but  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  engineers  that 
attended  him.  Strigonia  was  abundantly  provided 
with  all  neceflaries,  and  a long  refiftance  was  ex- 
pected. There  is  no  nation  that  fuftains  a fiege 
with  fo  much  obftinacy  as  the  Turks  •,  becaufe  the 
head  of  the  Bafhaw  who  furrenders,  is  generally 
at  flake.  If  the  fame  practice  took  place  in  Chrif- 
tendom,  we  fhould  not  fee  fuch  rapid  conquefts. 
Upon  the  prefent  occafion,  however,  this  fevere 
law . did  not  produce  its  effeCt.  The  Bafhaw  let 
fire  to  the  fuburbs,  and  the  lower  town ; and  at 
the  end  of  four  days,  he  beat  a parley,  making  it 
one  of  the  articles  of  his  capitulation,  that  he  fhould 
give  up  Strigonia  to  , no  one  but  the  King  of  Po- 
land, and  that  he  and  his  garrifon  fhould  be  con- 
ducted to  Buda. 

The  King  entered  the  place  on  ^.11-Saints- Day, 
and  gave  it  up  to  the  Duke  of  Lorrain.  He 
would  have  perfuaded  the  Bafhaw  to  accompany 
him  into  Poland,  in  order  to  fave  his  head:  but- 
the  MufTulman  anfwered,  that  his  life  was  in  the 
hands  of  God  and  the  Grand  Seignior,  and  that 
he  would  rather  die  by  their  order,  than  live  among 
infidels.  There  was  no  great  difficulty  in  being 
thus  refigned  *,  for  it  was  believed,  that  the  Vifir, 
not  having  courage  to  relieve  the  plaCe,  had  or- 
dered him  to  furrender  it.  The  great  Soliman  had 
Conquered  it  from  the  Emperor  Ferdinand  I.  bro- 
ther to  Charles  V.  a hundred  and  forty  three  years 
before ; and  it  now  returned  to  its  former  matters. 

The  feafon  was  advancing  faft,  and  the  Danube 
had  deftroyed  more  Poles,  than  had  fallen  in, three 
battles.  The  water  of  this  river,  which  Charle- 
magne complained  of  in  his  time,  is  remarkable 
for  giving  ftrangers  the  dyfentery.  This  diforder 
carried  off  Sieniawfki,  Palatine  of  Volhinia,  the 
firft  man  that  marched  to  the  relief  of  Vienna. 

He 
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He  was  already  Grand-Standard-Bearer  of  the  Y« 
crown,  and  Petty-General,  and  died  in  the  midft 
of  lb  promifing  a career.  His  fon,  in  procels 
of  time,  obtained  the  Grand-General’s  ftaff,  which 
the  father  would  have  defervedly  acquired  j and  had 
the  additional  happinefs  of  marrying  a wife  that 
was  worthy  of  him.  She  was  fo  much  confidered 
in  Poland,  that  Lewis  XIV.-  kept  up  a correfpoit- 
dence  with  her.  ' 

The  taking  of  Strigonia  put  an  end  to  the  cam- 
paign, and  the  armies  leparated.  The  Poles,  be- 
fore they  could  reach  their  native  land,  had  a march 
of  an  hundred  leagues,  through  a country  impeded 
with  rivers  and  mountains,  infefted  by  the  male- 
contents  of  Hungary,  full  of  towns  that  belonged 
either  to  them,  or  to  the  Turks,  and  the  laft  ridge 
of  mountains  which  feparates  Upper  Hungary  from 
Poland,  prefented  nothing,  at  this  feafon  of  the  year* 
but  fnow,  ice,  and  torrents,  through  which  they 
were  to  feek  their  way.  This  ridge,  anciently  cal- 
led the  Carpathian  Mountains,  is,  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of,  the  country,  called  Krapack.  The  Poles 
were  yet  at  a great  diftance  from  them,  and  before 
their  arrival  there,  the  difficulties  daily  increafed. 

On  the  third  day  of  the  march,  the  Count  de 
Forgafte,  an  Hungarian  nobleman  of  Tekeli’s  par- 
ty, followed  by  a body  of  his  own  troops,  confid- 
ing of  four  hundred  horfe,  came  and  furrendered 
himfelf  to  the  King,  defiring  him  to  intercede  with 
the  Emperor  for  his  pardon.  John  granted  his 
requeft,  and  prevailed  upon  the  Emperor  to  for- 
give him.  The  Hungarian  refolving  to  deferve 
the  favour  he  had  obtained,  followed  the  army  as 
far  as  the  Carpathian  Mountains,  plundering  and 
haraffing  his  countrymen  all  the  way.  Thefe  being 
more  exalperated  againft  him  than  the  Emperor 
himfelf,  laid  an  ambufh  for  him,  in  which  his 
whole  troop  was  cut  to  pieces.  The  leader,  who 
' ' ' had 
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y.  1%.  had  made  himfelf  fo  odious,  by  his  treachery  td 
both  parties,  had  not  the  courage  to  die  with  arms 
in  his  hands,  but  made  his  efcape. 

Jf  John  had  wanted  only  to  march  home,  he 
might  have  avoided  the  continual  moleftation  that 
his  troops  were  expofed  to.  Tekeli,  who  was 
Hill  willing  to  keep  meafures  with  him,  might  eafi- 
ly  have  been  prevailed  on  to  reftrain  his  Hunga- 
rians j but  the  King  refolved  to  march  like  a con- 
queror, 'and  reduce  to  the  obedience  of  the  Empe- 
ror, all  the  towns  that  lay  in  his  way.  Eperies 
held  out  three  days : Sabina  fomething  longer : 
Levochi  threw  open  its  gates  immediately  : Zet- 
chin,  a place  belonging  to  the  Turks,  capitulated 
, at  the  firft  fight  of  the  artillery  •,  and  John  left  gar- 
rifons  in. them  all.  The  example  of  Porgafte,  who 
- had  made  his  peace,  was  a tempting  thing  to  feveral 
of  the  Hungarian  nobles.  The  Count  d’Humanai, 
Tekeli’s  brother- in  law,  was  one  of  the  number.' 
The  King  at  laft  obtained  fome  favours  for  them 
from  the  court  of  Vienna,  becauff  it  would  have 
been  dangerous  to  refufe  him  every  thing  that. he 
afked.  And  in  fact  the  fervice  he  did  the  Empe- 
ror, by  interpofing  in  fo  gentle,  and  yet  fo  effec- 
tual a manner,  was  much  greater  than  if  he  had 
given  up  the  rebels  into  his  power : their  blood, 
which  the  court  of  Vienna  was  always  difpofed  to 
fhed,  would  have  perpetuated  the  revolt,  arid  even 
made  it  more  formidable,  by  driving  the  rebels  to 
defpair. 

The  Count  d’Humanai,  and  the  other  deferters 
from  the  malecontents,  reaped  little  benefit  from 
the  pardon  they  had  obtained.  They  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Tekeli,  who  beheaded  them  all,  and  his 
brother-in-law  among  the  reft.  , 

The  King  of  Poland  crofled  the  Carpathian  moun- 
tains in  the  month  of  December,  in  the  very  height 
of  all  the.  horrors  that  could  make  his  paffagc  ■ 

dreadful. 
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dreadful,  and  arrived  about  Chriftmas  upon  the  V. 
territories  of  the  republic.  He  found,  upon  the  , 
frontiers,  the  Lithuanian  army,  which  had  fet  out 
fo  early  as  the  month  of  July,  to  march  to  the 
relief  of  Vienna : . an  effect  of  that  ftrange  difio- 
nance,  which  muft  always  follow  from  a ftate’l 
having  two  different  armies,  not  under  the  com- 
mand of’  the  fame  leader.  The  Queen  was  at 
Cracow,  expecting  her  illuftrious  hufband,  and  for- 
got all  her  paft  concern  in  the  exultation  of  vidtory, 
and  the  tendernefs  of  conjugal  embraces. 

Thus  ended  this  famous  campaign,  which  pre- 
ferred Vienna  and  the  empire;  ' Of  the  mod  diftin- 
guifhed  adtors  in  this  great  fcene,  which  drew  the 
attention  of  Europe  and  Afia,  fome,  at  the  very 
time  of  their  Cervices,  and  others  afterwards,  had 
reafon  to  complain  of  Leopold’s  ingratitude. 

He  refufed,  in  a difobliging  manner^  to  grant 
the  Eledtor  of  Saxony  a military  honour,  which  he 
folicited  for  a Prince  of  his  family.  .He  gave  up  the 
fon  of  that  Eledtor,  Auguftus-  II.  King  of  Poland, 
to  the  vidtorious  arms  of  Charles  XII. 

Towards  the  end  of  his  reign,  he  had  thoughts 
of  putting  the  Eledtor  of  Bavaria  under  the  bah 
of  the  empire  ; and  his  fuccefior  adtually  did  it. 

He  would  not  permit  the  firft  Senator  of  Po- 
land, Potojki,  to  eredt  a pyramid  to  the  memory 
of  his  fon,  upon  the  fpot  which  that  young  hero  had 
watered  with  his  blood.  . ~ 

We  have  leen  with  what  haughtinefs  he  behaved 
to  the  King  erf  Poland,  who  had  juft  reftored  to 
him 'his  capital.  Befides  this,  he  difputed  with 
him  fome  of  the  Turkilh  cannon,  out  of  the  great 
number  that  the  Poles  had  taken";  nor  could  thofe 
brave  troops  obtain  winter- quarters  m a country 
that  they  had  pteferved. 

The  court  of  Rome,  always  devoted  to  the  Em-  - 
perors,  when  its  incereft  ■ requires  it,  took  part  in 
8 - Leo- 
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|T,  Leopold’s  ingratitude.  Innocent  XI.  who  was  born 
hisfubjedt,  inftituted  a folemnity,  in  which  the  Em- 
peror and  himfelf , were  reprefented  on  a banner ; 
but  every  one  talked  of  him  only  whole  effigy  was 
not  -feen.  Chriftina,  then  at  Rome,  wrote  to  the 
Conqueror,  “ that  he  had  made  her  feel,  for  the 
*'  firft  time,  the  paflion  of  envy ; for  ftie  really 
“ grudged  him,  the  glorious  title  of  Deliverer  of 
“ Chriftendom.” 

The  fcene  ended  tragically  on  the  fide  of  the 
Turks.  The  depofition  of  the  Cham  of  Tartary, 
and  the  facrifice  of  four  Balhaws  imme,  iately  af- 
ter the'  affair  at  Vienna,  was  not  fufficient  to  ap- 
peafe  the  murmurs  of  the  Ottoman  empire.  Te- 
keli  was  fent  to  Conffantinople,  bound  hand  and 
foot..  Kara-  Muftapha,  charged  with  being  the  prin- 
cipal author  of  the  public  calamities,  and  even  ae- 
cufed  of  a defign  to  form  for  himfelf,  in  Auftria 
and  Hungary,  an  empire  independent  of  the  Sul- 
tan, received  his  doom  at  Belgrade.  The  refigna- 
tion  of  Muffulmen  aftonifhes  all  religions  but  that 
of  Japan.  It  is  written  in  the  Alcoran,  that  no 
martyrdom  is  more  glorious  than  that  of  dyings  by  the 
bandy  or  by  the  order , of  the  Prince  of  Believers . 
Kara- Muftapha  fell  proftrate  before  the  warrant  for 
his  death,  killed  it,  embraced  the  Kiahia  that  brought 
it,  took  out  of  his  bofom  the  feal  of  the  empire, 
which  he  delivered  to  the  Aga  of  the  janizaries, 
, held  out  his  neck  to  the  four  executioners,  who 
ftrangled  him,  and  his  head  was  carried  to  Con- 
ltantinople.  Let  all,  who  owe  their  rife  to  court- 
favour,  contemplate  the  fate  of  this  Vifir,  and 
tremble  at  their  own  profperity. 

All  the  advantages  of  the  expedition  fell  to  Leo- 
pold’s lhare.  Poland  got  nothing  but  glory  and 
a title.  The  Letters  from  crowned  heads,  in  the 
time  of  an  interregnum,  were  before  addrelled, 
lnclyta  retpublica,  to  the  celebrated  Republic,  The 
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Imperial  court  in  particular,  was  extremely  fcru-  y.  1683. 
pulous  in  this  refpedt.  Ever  fince  the  victory 
of  Vienna,  the  republic  is  become  Moft  Serene ; 
a title  void  of  meaning,  and  certainly  inferior  to 
Celebrity ; but  in  the  ceremonial  of  courts,  words 
take  place  of  things. 


End  of  the  Sixth  Book. 
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BOOK  VII. 


THE  King  pafied  the  winter  at  Cracow,  where 
he  received  the  congratulations  of  Europe. 
But,  in  the  opinion  of  the  republic,  he  had  done 
nothing,  if  he  did  not  retake  Kaminieck.  This 
was  the  general  wifh  in  all  the  diets  } and  the  pre- 
fent  jun&ure  fcemed  favourable  for  effecting  it.  The 
Turks  were  employed  in  Hungary,  by  the  Impe- 
rialifts,  who  had  juft  laid  fiege  to  Buda  j and  new 
enemies  were  rifing  up  againft  the  Ottoman  empire.’ 
The  Mufcovites  and  the  Venetians  were  earned  to 
be  admitted  into  the  league.  Mufcovy  had  fuffered, 
at  different  times,  confiderable  lofles  in  its  contefls 
with  the  Ottoman  power.  ' Venice  alfo  had  com- 
plaints of  the  fame  fort.  That  republic,  which,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  fifth  century,  was  nothing  but 
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the  retreat  of  a few  fifhermen  and  fugitives,  owed  Y- 
its  greatneis,  by  lea  and  land,  to  its  commerce* 
and,  in  the  time  of  the  Crufades,  inftead  of  wafting 
its  ftrength  in  that  epidemical  malady,  had  in- 
creafed  its  power  by  the  conqueft  of  the  ifle  of 
Candy,- of  Peloponnefus,  and  the  beft  parts  of  Greece. 

The  country  which  gave  birth  to  Pericles , 'Sopbo- 
tles,  and  Plato,  might  have  recovered  fome  part  of 
its  ancient  luftre*  but  the  Turks,'  by  expelling  the 
Venetians,  had  reduced  it  again  to  a (bate  of  bar- 
barifm.  Another  grievance  of  very  late  date,  was, 
that  during  the  fiege  of  Vienna,  the  (hips  belong- 
ing to  the  republic  had  been  infulted  in  the  port  of 
Conftantinople.  The  Venetians  therefore  hoped, 
as  did  alio  the  Mufcovites,  to  repair  their  lofles, 
by  entering  into  an  alliance  with  John,  whofe  va- 
lour and  good  conduct  feemed  to  enfure  fuccefs. 

Their  Ambafiadors  arrived  at  Warfaw,  and  treated 
with  him,  and  at  the  fame  time  with  the  Emperor, 
who  feemed  'deftined  to  reap  the  chief  advantages 
of  the  league. 

The  Polilh  army  was  greatly  weakened  by  its 
victories.  The  Grand-General,  Jablonowfki,  omit- 
ted no  expedient  to  repair  its  lofles  ; but  not  with- 
(banding  all  his  care,  it  continued  much  lefs  nume- 
rous than  in  the  campaign  of  Vienna.  The  fol- 
diers  (bill  regretted  the  death  of  the  Petty- General 
Sieniawjki  ; but  Andrew  Potofki,  Caftellarv  of  Cra- 
cow, who  fucceeded  him,  dilpelled  their  grief.  He 
already  filled  the  firft  poft  in  the  Senate,  and  was 
now  in  the  way  of  obtaining  the  fame  rank  in  the. 
army.  About  the  end  of  July,  the  Poles  were 
joined  by  the  Lithuanians,  who  were  no  longer 
headed  by  the  Grand -General  Paz.  Death  had  put 
an  end  to  his  command,  and  he  was  lamentecTby 
Poland,  but  not  by  the  King.  There  were  others 
of  the  name  of  Paz,  who  might  have  been  chofen 
to  fucceed  him ; but  the  King  had  refolved  to 
A a 2 humble 
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y.  i68<.  humble  that  family.  The  eldeft  of  the  Sapieha’s 
was  invefted  with  the  fupreme  command,  and  at 
the  fame  time  made  Palatine  of  Wilna. 

The  King  had  a variety  of  plaufible  realons  to 
excufe  himfelf  from  making  this  campaign.  Th& 
fhining  exploits  of  the  laft,  and  of  lo  many  others, 
feemed  to  give  him  a right  to  repole  himfelf  with 
honour.  The  fuccefs  of  a fiege,  undertaken  with, 
no  great  force,  was  very  uncertain.  The  mafters 
of  the  world  generally  chufe  their  own  time  to 
tread  the  paths  of  glory  •,  but  the  prelent  occafion 
prefented  nothing  very  tempting.  It  was  not 
again!!  Mahomet  in  perfon,  as  in  1672,  that  the 
King  was  going  to  make  war  : it  was  not  even 
againft  a Grand- Vifir,  invefted  with  all  the  power 
of  the  Sultan  ; but  againft  a fimple  Seralkier,  who 
had  more  Tartars  than  Turks  under  his  command. 
Such  an  opponent  was  too  mean  to  gratify  the  pride 
of  the  throne)  and  belides  all  this,  the  King  might 
commit  the  care  of  the  expedition  to  the  Grand- 
General  Jablonowlki,  whofe  abilities  he  was  well 
acquainted  with,  and  who  would  have  been  glad 
to  do  fomething  without  the  King. 

All  thefe  motives  could  not  prevail  upon  hiqi  to 
ftay  behind,  and  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  Warlaw. 
He  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  army,  and  ad- 
vanced towards  Jallowiecz,  a town  which  was  the 
fecond  in  Podolia,  before  the  Turks  had  made 
themfelves  mafters  of  that  fine  province.  They 
had  let  fire  to  the  town,  and  left  nothing  Hand- 
ing but  the  caftle,  a fortification  of  immenfe  bulk, 
compoled  of  eight  large  towers,  and  fituatednpon 
a rock,  which  is  made  a peniafula  by  the  river 
Janowf.  The  foot  of  the  rock  was  encompafied  by 
„ a wall  of  no  great  height,  with  feveral  fquare  towers 

of  the  fame  elevation. . It  was  principally  by  means 
of  their  bombs  that  the  Poles  carried  this  fort, 
which  had  a garrifon  of  five  hundred  and  thirty 
2 j^ni- 
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janizaries,  and  thirteen  pieces  of  cannon.  When  y.  1684. 
objefts  are  out  of  fight,  the  imagination  magnifies 
them  as  it  pleales.  The  noife  of  this  exploit  re- 
founded  throughout  all  Europe ; whereas  it  would 
fcarce  have  been  fpoke  of,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
great  parade  that  accompanied  it : all  the  forces  of 
the  republic  tfere  in  motion ; the  King,  and  all 
his  court,  were  prefent ; the  Queen  herfeJf,  by  be- 
ing witnefs  of  this  firft  fuccefs,  fancied  that  (he  had 
a foare  in  the  glory  of  it.  Her  foul  had  caught 
a portion  of  the  warlike  fire  of  her  hufband  : and 
yet  foe  here  ended  her  campaign. 

The  objedt  next  in  view  was  Kaminieck  ; an 
amulement  by  no  means  proper  for  a Queen.  The 
King  Continued  his  march  along  the  Niefter,  with 
a defign  of  throwing  a bridge  over  that  river,  and 
entering  Moldavia,  in  order  to  hinder  the  Turks 
from  having  any  communication  with  Kaminieck  } 
and  even  wintering  in  that  province,  if  the  place 
fhoUld  make  all  the  defence  it  was  capable  of.  This 
projedt,  which  deprived  the  place  of  all  poffibility 
of  receiving  fupplies,  mu  ft  have  reduced  it,  by 
means  of  a blockade  of  fix  months,  to  furrender 
without  effufion  of  blood : a fcheme  too  humane 
to  be  attended  with  glory. 

The  whole  plan  was  difconcerted  by  the  great 
diligence  of  the  enemy.  The  Poles  had  fcarce  be- 
gun to  work  upon  their  bridge,  before  twenty 
thoufand  Turks,  and  a greater  number  of  Tartars, 
appeared  on  the:  other  fide  of  the  river.  In  the 
campaign  of  Vienna,  Mahomet  had  loft  feven- 
teen  Bafoaws  of  merit,  and  had  only  three  left 
of  any  reputation.  Of  this  number  Scliman  was 
one  ; born  ih  Bofnia,  a province  noted  for  pro- 
ducing men  of  abilities,  and  eager  for  an  opportu- 
nity of  diftinguifoing  himfelf,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  dignity  of  Vifir,  to  which  the  courfe  of  events 
railed  him.  At  the  firft  report  of  the  King’s  march, 
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y,  16*4.  he  advanced  into  Moldavia  and  Walachia,  where 
the  two  Cantacuzeni,  Demetrius  and  Serban  then, 
reigned.  They  had  been  jewellers  at  Conftantinople, 
where  one  of  their  anceftors  wore  the  Imperial 
crown.  Serban  had  abilities,  but  he  held  a fufpici- 
ous  corrcfpondence  with  Vienna  and  Mofcow : 1 
knoiv  all \ laid  Soliman  to  him,  thou  Jhalt  be  narrow- 
ly watched.  The  other,  unworthy  of  the  name  he 
bore,  was  a weak  Prince,  without  talents,  and  un- 
fit to  command  in  a critical  juncture.  Soliman  de- 
pofed  him,  and  gave  the  crown  of  Moldavia  to 
Cantemir,  who  had  laved  the  Sultanas  before  Ka- 
minieck,  and  whom  he  thought  well  affe&ed  to  the 
interefts  of  the  Porte.  After  this  regulation,  he  ap- 
peared on  the  banks  of  the  Niefter,  at  a time  when 
he  was  thought  to  be  at  a great  diftance  from  it ; 
and  his  refolute  behaviour,  after  he  arrived,  was  of 
a piece  with  the  quicknefs  of  his  march. 

It  was  not  poflible  to  throw  a bridge  over  the 
river  in  his  prefence;  but  the  Tartars  did  not  want 
one  to  get  at  the  Poles.  That  nation,  which  no 
obftacles  can  ftop,  which  lives  upon  little,  and  is 
capable  of  all  forts  of  hardfhips,  would  ftill  be 
-the  moft  formidable  upon  earth,  if  it  had  the  Eu- 
ropean difcipline.  In  its  prefent  ftate,  its  ravages 
are  more  dreaded  than  its  arms.  The  kingdom  of 
Hungary  thought  itfelf  happy  in  being  delivered, 
upon  this  occafion,  from  fuch  a gang  of  plunderers. 
They  furrounded  the  Polifh  army,  and  harafied  it 
on  all  fides,  without  ever  coming  to  action,  being 
equally  quick  in  running  away,  and  in  coming  on, 
and  always  ready  to  repafs  the  river,  if  they  found 
themlelves  forced  to  it. 

There  was  one  Horde  among  them,  which  dif- 
tinguilhcd  itfelf  above  the  reft  by  a more  daring  and 
obltinate  fury.  Thefe  were  the  Lipka  T artars,  who 
had  lived  under  the  Polifh  government  in  Lithua- 
nia, and  returned  to  their  mother  country  by  the 
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peace  of  Zurawno.  This  article  of  the  treaty  Y 
proved  more  prejudicial  to  Poland,  than  was  at 
firft  imagined.  The  Kingdom  loft  a numher  of  ufe-. 
fill  fubjedts,  both  in  agriculture  and  arms,  by  dif- 
turbing  them  on  account  of  their  profeffion  of  the 
Mahometan  faith ; for  though  an  univerfal  tole- 
ration is  eftablilhed  by  law,  there  are  fometimes 
powerful  zealots  who  make  a bad  ufe  of  their  au- 
thority. I Thefe  perfecuted  fubjedfcs  of  the  repub- 
lic, became^  now  its  moft  dangerous  enemies  . The 
race  of  them. having  inhabited  Lithuania  for  three 
centuries,  they  were  not  diftinguilhable  from  the 
Poles.  They  wore  the  fame  habit,  ufed  the  fame 
arms,  and  (poke  the  fame  language.  They  had 
loft  nothing  but  what  might  have  ferved  to  make 
them  known;  viz.  that  deformity  which  is  natu-' 
ral  to  the  Tartars,  the  fmall  eyes,  flat  nofe,  and 
tawny  complexion,  which  they  derived  from  the 
climate  they  came*'  from  ; and  were  Poles  in  every 
thing  but  in  heart.  They  had  fome  time  before  ' 
furprized  the  fort  of  Mienzibow , and  from  thence 
made  incyrfions  into  Black  Ruflia.  They  infinuat- 
ed  themfelves  with  eafe  into  the  villages,  the  caftles 
of  the  nobility,  and  the  religious  houfes,  com- 
mitting every  where  great  ravages,  and  carrying 
off  many  (laves.  Upon  the  prefent  occafion  their 
rage  was  greatly  increaledr  They  entered  the  Polifh 
camp  by  night,  and  fometimes  by  day,  carried  oft 
the  baggage,  mixed  with  the  foraging  parties^  and 
put  them  to  the  fword.  Orders  were  ifliied,  that 
no  quarter  fhould  be  given  them  ; but  it  feldom 
happened  that  there  was  an  opportunity  of  exer- 
ciflng  this  leverity.  . 

During  this  petty  war,  wlych,  however^  great- 
ly harafied  the  Poles  ; the  Turks,  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  river,  contented  themfelves  with  ob- 
ftrudting  the  pafiage.  While  the  two  armies  con- 
tinued in  fight  of  each  other,  without  coming  to  a* 
A a 4 decifive 
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y.  16S4.  decifive  addon ; a Tartar  of  diftindtion,  who  had 
formerly  been  at  the  court  of  Poland,  to  treat  about 
the  raniotn  of  his  brother,  cried  out,  that  he  begged 
to  fee  the  great  Xing  once  more.  John  ordered 
him  to  be  told,  that  he  would  fend  him,  n6t  only  an 
efcort,  but  hoftages  for  his  fecurity.  The  Tartar 
anfwered,  that  the  King’s  bare  word  was  worth 
more  than  all  his  hoftages,  and  that  he  would  come 
the  next  day.  The  interview  did  not  take  place, 
nor  is  it.  known  what  broke  it  off. 

In  the  mean  time,  Kaminieck,  the  object  of  this 
campaign,  was  fecured  from  all  attempts,  and  the 
Polifh  army  fuffered  much  in  a country  that  was 
entirely  deferted.  When  Cuprogli,  in  1672,  made 
a conqueft  of  Podolia,  at  that  time  a fine  and  fer- 
tile province,  he  gave  leave  to  the  Poles  to  retire, 
with  all  that  they  could  carry  off  with  them.  This 
was  not  a diredt  order ; but  he  chofe  to  leave  no 
. -difoontented  fubjedts  in  the  territories  of  the  Porte. 
The  nobility,  the  clergy,  and  the  religious  houfes 
led  the  way  in  quitting  the  province,  and  the  people 
followed  their  example  : a condudt  not  very  pru- 
dent in  perfons  that  might  one  day  hope  to  return 
again  under  the  Polifh  government.  The  con- 
querors fet  fire  to  the  towns  and  villages,  which 
were  henceforward  of  no  ufe,  and  the  whole  pro- 
vince of  Podolia  exifted  only  in  the  fingle  town  of 
Kaminieck.  All  the  land  that  was  cultivated  ex- 
tended about  three  leagues,  from  the  glacis  of  the 
place  to  the  ruins  of  Zwankck,  formerly  a confi- 
detable  town.  The  Polifh  army  confumed  all  it 
could;  and  the  reft  was  deftroyed  by  fire,  to  the 
very  gates  of  Kaminieck.  This  was  doing  mif- 
. chief  to  the  enemy,  but  it  was  not  making  them 
fubmit. 

To  lay  fiege  in  form  to  a place  of  that  ftrength, 
where  there  was  a garrifon  of  ten  thoufand  men, 
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and  in  prefence  of  a fuperior  army,  was  & tiling  v,  l6*j. 
impoffible. 

The  King  refolved,  if  nothing  more  could  be 
done,  to  eredt  a citadel  againft  Kaminieck,  in  or- 
der to  pave  the  way  for  its  fall  at  a more  favour- 
able time.  He  chofe  for  this  purpofc,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  a league,  a rock  that  flood  by  it- 
felf  upon  the  bank  of  the  fame  river  that  runs  by 
Kaminieck,  and  not  far  from  the  Niefter.  He  em- 
ployed his  infantry  and  dragoons  to  fortify  this  poft. 

The  Turks  beheld  their  labours  with  a jealous  eye; 
and  pafied  the  Niefter  to  interrupt  them.  This  was 
what  the  King  wifhed  for,  in  hopes  of  bringing  on 
a battle ; but  the  Serafkier  had  different  views,  and 
contented  himfelf  with  fkirmifhing  incefiantly  with 
the  Polifh  cavalry.  The  King  advanced  often  fo- 
rwards him  ; but  the  Serafkier  retired  immediately 
under  the  cannon  of  the  place.  The  fort  of  the 
*. Trinity  (which  was  the  name  of  the  work  now  raifed) 
was  completed  in  fix  weeks ; a garrifon  was  put 
into  it,  and  incommoded  the  town  greatly,  during 
the  whole  time  that  it  continued  in  poffefiion  of  the 
enemy;  for  no  fupplies  could  be  received,  but  at 
the  hazard  of  a battle. 

The  feafon  advancing  fall,  John  came  to  a re- 
folution  to  draw  towards  Leopol,  where  the  Queen 
waited  his  arrival ; but  as  he  retired,  being  perpe- 
tually befieged  by  the  Tartars,  he  endeavoured  to 
draw  them  into  fome  fnare,  where  he  might  have 
an  opportunity  to  beat  them.  He  got  them  once 
in  a narrow  pafs ; but  the  Generals  objefled  the  fa- 
tigues of  the  march,  and  the  approach  of  night ; 
and  propofed  calling  a council  of  war,  in  the  pre- 
cious moment  when  it  was  neceffary  to  charge. 

The  Power  of  a King  of  Poland  is  very  extenfive 
in  the  army,  but  never  abfohite.  The  Tartars  ef- 
caped  the  danger,  and  fhudderihg  at  the  rifque  they 
had  run,  flackened  the  ardour  of  their  purfuit. 

The 
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y.  1684.  The  exploits  of  the  Chriftian  armies  in  this  cam- 
paign were  extremely  unlike  thofe  of  the  laft,  which 
had  been  crowned  with  victory.  The  Mufcovites 
and  the  Venetians  had  hitherto  attempted  nothing  ^ 
and  while  the  Poles  m.ifcarried  before  Kaminieck, 
the  Imperialifts  raifed  the  fiege  of  Buda,  after  hav- 
ing loft  twenty  eight  thoufand  men,  and  five  hun- 
dred of  their  beft  officers.  The  befieged,  in  the 
midft  of  their  joy,,  lamented  the  death  of  their 
Governor,  the  young  Bafhaw,  who  had  the  Angu- 
lar honour  of  beating  the  King  of  Poland  in  the 
plain  of  Barcan,  arid  was  killed  upon  the  breach. 

1 he  fiege  had  already  been  raifed  a month,  when 
Valftein,  the  Imperial  Ambafiador,  allured  the  court 
of  Poland,  that  his  matter’s  army  had  only  lent  off 
their  lick  and  wounded : a falfe  piece  of  policy, 
which  is  foon  found  out,  and  ferves  only  to  deftroy 
all  confidence  among  allies  for  the  remaining  part 
of  a war.  The  Duke  of  Lorrain  and  the  King' of 
Poland  were  taught  by  experience,  that  great  ta- 
lents cannot  always  enfure  fuccefs  : all  the  glory  of 
this  campaign  was  gained  by  the  Vjfir  Ibrahim  a;id 
Solimaity  Serafkier  of  the  army  at  Kaminieck : the 
latter  of  whom,  preferring  prudent  counfels  to  the 
^ fplendor  of  battles,  contented  himlelf  with  fruftrat- 
ing  ail  the  King’s  defigns. 

If  we  recoiled  that  Kaminieck,  befides  the  right 
of  conqueft,  a right  fo  facred  in  the  code  of  fove- 
reigns,  had  alfo  been  folemnly  ceded  to  the  Turks 
by  the  peace  of  Zurawno,  it  is  obvious  that  they 
hadjufticeon  their  fide.  Upon  the  prelent  ocea- 
lion,  they  had  fucceis  alfo ; but  fuch  an  inftance 
muft  not  always  be  depended  on. 

The  King,  not  plealed  with  his  expedition, 
formed  a plan  for  letting  Poland  enjoy  at  leaft 
the  fweets  of  peace,  in  the  midft -of  a war,  the  end 
of  which  could  not  be  forefeen.  Inttead  of  going 
to  enjoy  the  amufements  of  the  capital,  he  took 
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up  his  refidence  upon  the  frontiers,  and  while  he  Y-  i624* 
redrained  the  Tartars,  who  are  always  ready  for 
incurfions,  the  nobles  enjoyed  their  fortunes,  the 
merchants  carried  on  their  trade,  the  lands  were 
cultivated,  and  the  peafants  got  bread.  The  court, 
though  perhaps  inwardly  fighing  after  the  pleafures 
of  W arfaw,  endeavoured  to  conform  to  the  Prince, 
in  this  military  life.  He  was  always  found  in  boots 
by  the  Ambafladors  from  foreign  courts.  Among 
the  reft,  there  came  one  in  the  habit  of  a Friar : 
a character  below  the  dignity  of  hiftory,  but  which 
may  be  admitted  to  a place  in  it,  upon  having  an 
influence  in  affairs  of  ftate.  The  perfon  I mean 
was  the  Jefuit  Vota,  a Savoyard  by  birth,  but  an 
Auftrian  by  inclination,  who,  without  being  inverted 
with  the  chara&er,  he  brought  with  him  the  fpirit  of 
an  Ambaffador.  His  real  intentions  were  hid  un- 
der the  fpecious  title  of  a mifiionary,  fent  by  the 
Emperor  into  Mufcovy,  to  bring  about  the  re- 
union of  that  fchifmatical  church  with  the  fee  of 
Rome.  He  Toon  returned  from  thence,  alledging 
that  the  Czar  had  refufed  to  liften  to  the  firft  over-  ' 
tures ; but  he  flattered  himlelf,  that  God  would 
.open  the  eyes  of  that  Prince  in  another  journey. 

It  feemed  as  if  he  only  parted  through  the  court 
of  Poland : and  no  one  was  more  likely  to  be  de- 
fired  to  ftay  there. 

Kings,  who  reign  in  perfon,  want  amufement 
much,  more  than  their  fubje&s.  John  could  find 
no  diverfion  in  the  little  tales  of  a court,  nor  in 
that  elegant  jargon  which  fports  itfelf  with  trifles, 
and  leaves  the  mind  always  empty.  The  King 
wanted  more  fubftantial  food.  In  the  midft  of 
the  labours  of  war,  he  loved  the  arts  of  peace, 
mufic,  painting,  poetry,  and  eloquence.  Poland 
would  have  had  perhaps  it  Lully's,  Le  Brun's,  Cor- 
neille's, and  BoJJuet's,  if  his  reign  had  been  lefs 
difturbed  with  wars  and  factions.  He  often  for- 
got 
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y.  1684.  got  his  cares  in  the  arms  of  hi  (lory  and  the  fciences. 
When  he  read,  he  had  always  a pencil  in  his  hand  ; 
and  all  his  marginal  notes  either  (hewed  his  fine 
tafte,  or  contained  fome  ufeful  obfervation.  Quote 
me  a great  man  who  has  not  loved  and  protected 
letters;  and  he  will  infallibly  be  found  in  the  an- 
nals of  the  Goths  or  Tartars.  The  King  of  Po- 
land fpoke  five  or  fix  languages  from  his  youth,; 
and  befides  thefe,  learnt  Spanifh  at  fifty.  Of  the 
many  fpeeches  that  he  made  in  the  fenate  [and  the 
diets,  the  greateft  part  were  in  Latin  ; and  the  me- 
thod made  ufe  of  . to  prevail  upon  Charles  XII. 
when  he  was  a child,  to  learn  that  language,  was 
telling  him,  that  the  hero  of  Poland  underftood 
it. 

The  Jefuit  Vota,  like  the  King,  befides  the  learn-' 
ed  languages,  exprefied  himfelf  with  eafe  in  French, 
German,  and  Italian.  Ancient  and  modern  philo-' 
fophy,  an  acquaintance  with  the  hitlory  of  different 
ages,  places,  and  empires,  an  extenfive  knowledge’ 
of  religious  opinions,  and  the  genealogy  of  fami- 
lies ; all  thefe  accomplifhments,  though  little  at- 
tended to  in  mod  courts,  made  him  very  agreeable 
to  a Prince  of  improved  underftanding.  Leopold’ 
intended  once  to  make  him  preceptor  to  his  fori, 
the  Archduke  Jofeph  ; but  thought  that  he  might1 
be  more  fuccefsfully  employed  in  negotiation.  Tffe 
King  was  diffatisfied  with  the  court  of  Vienna,  and 
grew  cold  in  the  league.  To  hinder  him  from  de- 
ferring it,  was  the  true  objedt  of  the.  Jefuit’s  mTf-1 
fion ; a point  much  more  eafily  gained  than  the' 
converfion  of  the  Ruffians.  A perfon  wKo  'negb^ 
tiates  without  a public  character,  is  under  much" 
fewer  reflraints.  The  Jefuit  laid  claim  to  no  per- 
fonal  refpedl,  was  ready  to  join  in  arty  thing,  and' 
even  encouraged  the  raillery  of  the  courtiers  at  his' 
own  expence.  He  was  fond  of  the  converlatioii 
and  care(fes  of  the  great,  but  never  feemed  difturb- 
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ed  when  he  could  not  obtain  them.  Being  particu-  Y>  »6S* 
larly  eager  to  gain  the  confidence  of  the  King,  who 
grew  fubjedt  to  want  of  deep,  he  often  lay  upon  the 
floor  of  an  antichamber,  to  be  always  in  readinefs  to 
amufe  his  weary  hours.  Befides  the  advantages  of 
having  flexible  manners  and  an  improved  under- 
ffanding,  of  being  educated  in  Italian  politics,  and 
acquainted  with  all  the  artifices  of  negotiation,  he 
was  alfo  a man  of  confiderable  abilities.  He  begun 
with  making  himfelf  agreeable,  and  ended  with  be- 
coming neceflary  to  fuch  a degree,  that  the 
foreign  Ambaffadors  and  Polifh  minifters  could  not 
get  admittance  to  the  King’s  cabinet,  but  when 
Vota  opened  the  door  to  them.  Even  the  Grand- 
Chamberlain,  who,  though  he  is  not  reckoned  in 
Poland  as  one  of  the  fix  great  officers,  enjoys  the 
valuable  privilege  of  coming  to  the  King  at  all 
hours,  no  longer  found  the  fame  eafe  in  being  ad- 
mitted. Nothing  gives  greater  offence  to  the  gran- 
dees, or  brings  more  contempt  upon  the  govern- 
ment, than  to  fee  the  cloifter  in  high  credit  at  court. 

One  of  the  Palatines,  Martin  Matczinfki,  got  a 
pi&ure  drawn  reprefenting  a long  proceffion,  clofed 
by  a Jefuit  beating  time : the  Jefuit  was  followed 
by  a King,  and  two  other  Jefuits  held  before  him 
a book  of  mufic,  on  which  he  feemed  to  look  with 
great  attention. 

Vota  not  only  offended  the  Poles,  but  gave  um- 
brage at  Verfailles  j for  if  Leopold’s  view  was  to 
keep  John  firm  in  thp  league,  Lewis  XIV.  aimed 
to  detach  him  from  it.  The  Marquis  de  Bethune 
arrived  in  Poland,  not  with  the  title  of  Ambaffa- 
dor,  as  in  his  former  journey,  but  upon  a pretence 
of  coming  to  pay  his  court  to  the  Queen  his  fifter- 
in-law.  His  real  errand  was  to  pull  down  what  the 
Jefuit  built. 

It  was  a long  time  fince  Poland  had  feen  any  of  > 
its  Kings  with  fo  brilliant  a court : foreign  r.ob'e- 
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v.  1634.  men  travel  ling  to  vifit  it*  Ambaffadors  extraordinary 
coming  to  form  alliances,  young  Princes  defirous 
of  learning  the  art  of  war  under  an  accomplifhed 
hero,  and  even  men  of  letters,  who  always  fearch 
for  Princes  acquainted  with  the  arts  they  profefs. 
John  was  worthy  to  enjoy  their  convention,  as  he 
generally  did  at  table.  He  loved  the  pleafures  of 
focicty,  when  feafoned  with  found  philofophy,  with- 
out which  fociety  has  no  lafting  charms.  The 
knowledge  he  had  acquired  in  every  branch  coft 
him  much  application,  intenfe  reflection,  and  many 
fleeplefs  nights.  He  now  reaped  the  fruits  of  his 
labour,  but  their  fweetnefs  was  often  mixed  with 
gall.  Such  is  the  condition  of  all  human  affairs, 
whether  the  part  we  aCt  be  high  or  low. 

y.  i6*s.  The  diet,  of  which  I come  now  tq  give  an  ac- 
count, exafperated  him  extremely.  The  law  or- 
dered it  to  meet  at  Grodno  in  Lithuania;  but  the 
/ King  appointed  it  at  Warfaw  in  the  month  of 
February.  In  the  univerfals  iflued  for  this  purpofe, 
he  explained  the  reafon  of  his  having  thus  violated 
the  law,  namely,  that  by  reafon  of  the  great  dif- 
tance  of  Grodno  from  the  frontiers,  it  woyki  be 
impoflible  to  come  time  enough  to  begin  the  cam- 
paign. The  Lithuanians  paid  little  regard  to  this 
reafon,  and  afiembled  among  themfelves  at  Grodno, 
where  they  created  a fenate  and  a chamber  of  de- 
puties, while  the  Poles  met  at  Warfaw.  Such  a 
reparation  might  occafion  civil  commotions  in  the 
republic.  A month  was  fpent  in  negotiations  to 
accommodate  the  difference.  The  King  made  a 
propofal  to  the  affembly  at  Grodno  to  eleCt  a Li- 
thuanian for  Marfhal  of  the  diet,  and  to  give  the 
name  of  diet  of  Grodno  to  the  council  of  the  na- 
tion held  at  Warfaw.  The  Lithuanians  contented 
to  the  expedient nor  is  this  the  only  inftance,  in 
which  policy  has  reconciled  contending  factions,  by 
fubftituting  words  in  the  room  of  things. 

The 
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The  diet  of  Grodno  was  therefore'  opened  at 
Warlaw*,  but  harmony. did  not  reign  in  the  affem- 
bly.  Paz,  the  Grand-Chancellor  of  Lithuania, 
was  lately  dead  : and  another  of  that  name  (a), 
who  had  already  feen  the  Grand -General,^  ftaff  cranf- 
ferred  from  his  own  family  to  that  of  Sapieba , flat- 
tered himfelf  at  lead:  with  the  hopes  of  obtaining 
this  other  office.  The  King,  who  begun  to  be  ap- 
preheofive  of  raifing  the  Sapieha’s  too  high,  had 
indeed  paft  them  by  on  this  occafion,  but  it  was 
not  in  favour  of  Paz.  He  had  nominated  to  this 
important  poft  Oginjki,  Palatine  of  Troki,  in  a 
privy  council  held  at  javorow,  a country-leat  of 
his  own  in  Red  Ruffia;  This  nomination  was  ille- 
gal ; for,  by  the  law,  it  ought  to  be  made  in,  full 
diet : a regulation  wifely  contrived  ; becaufe  a King 
may  be  luppofed  to  be  more  fcrupulous  of  making 
a bad  choice  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  nation, 
than  before  his  favourites  and  minifters. 

The  Lithuanians  difcuffed  this  point  with  great 
warmth.  . Some  were  for , rejecting  Oginlki,  and 
demanding  another  Chancellor.  All  infilled  at  lead: 
upon  a new  nomination  of  the  fame  perlbn,  and- 
upon  his  taking  an  oath  to  the  diet,  in  order  to  pre- 
fefve  the  refpedt  due  to  the  law.  Paz,  who  was 
mod:  interefted,  was  allb  mod  vehement  in  the  af- 
fair. His  eloquence  was  fo  audacious,  that  the 
Kihg,  forgetting  himfelf  ftill  more  than  his  fubjed 
had  done,  laid  his  hand  upon  the  hilt  of  his  fabre, 
and  drawing,  it  half-way,  faid  to  him  •,  Do  not 
oblige  me  to  make  you  feel  the  weight  of  my  arm. 
P*z,  who  was  the  moft  impatient  and  haughty  of 
men,  replied  with  the  like  gefture,  accompanied 
with  thefe  words : Remember , that  when  we  were 
equals , you  knew  by  experience , bow  capable  I am  of 
dealing  with  you  in  that  way ; alluding  to  a duel 

(a)  Paul  Michael  Paz,  Staroft  of  Samogitia,  the  only  Staroft 
who  has  a feat  in  the  fenate. 

<•  they 
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y.  1685.  they  had  fought  in  their  youth,  or  poffibly  to  ibme 
provincial  diet,  in  which  they  had  backed  their  argu- 
ments with  their  fabres. 

Whoever  reflects  upon  a fcene  of  this  fort  palfing 
in  public  between  a King  and  his  fubjed,  will  be 
apt  to  Ibudder  at  the  audacioufnels  of  the  latter  ; 
and  to  denounce  a woe  upon  every  free  nation  that 
does  not  diftinguifh  between  liberty  and  licendouf- 
nefs. 

The  diet  continued  to  fit,  but  fiiewed  ftill  the 
fame  obftinate  averfion  to  comply  with  the  King’s 
will.  The  King,  on  his  fide,  wifhed  that  he  had 
not  advanced  fo  far.  His  fubje&s  held  up  againft 
him  the  buckler  of  the  law,  with  which  he  had 
formerly  forced  his  predecefior  Michael  to  retire  ; 
but  he  was  too  much  exalted  with  his  regal  dignity, 
to  think  with  patience  of  retiring  himlelf.  Not 
but  that  he  knew  the  law,  and  generally  refpeded 
it>  but  the  Queen,  by  abufing  his  conjugal  tender- 
dernefs,  had  drawn  him  into  this  difficulty.  She 
now  formed  a plan  to  extricate  him  from  it  \ and 
ordered  the  queftion  to  be  put  to  the  Lithuanian 
deputies,  by  what  authority  the  provincial  diets'; 
that  preceded  the  national  one,  had  been  afiembled. 
As  they  could  not  difown  that  it  was  by  the  autho- 
rity of  that  very  Grand-Chancellor,  the  legality  of 
whole  nomination  they  difputed  ; it  was  intimated 
to  them,  that  their  own  eledtion  was  invalid,  if  that 
magiftrate  was  not  lawfully  appointed.  The  depu- 
ties had  no  mind  to  lole  their  pofts.  A fure  way 
of  fucceeding  in  any  thing  is  to  lay  hold  of  men 
by  their  intereft.  The  difpute  was  going  to  end  as 
the  King  wifhed  : but  Oginfki,  laying  hold  of  this 
moment  when  both  parties  were  on  the  point  of 
uniting,  propofed,  in  order  to  make  his  nomination 
more  fecure,  to  take  a new  oath  to  the  republic, 
and  by  this  means  difpleafed  the  court. 

The 
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-•  The  Queen  gave  another  proof,  in  this  diet,,  of  Y' 
the  power  of  artifice  when  force  fails.  The  poft  of 
Vice-Chancellor  of  the  kingdom  being  vacant,  fhe 
had  a mind  to  beftow  it  upon  Radziuw/ki , Bifhop 
of  Warmia  (a),  a relation  of  the  King’s.  But  the 
two  places  being  incompatible  by  law,  the  got  the 
Bilhoprick  to  be  declared  vacant  ; and  Radziowfki, 
a few  days  after,  was  again  Bilhop  of  Warmia,  and 
Vice-Chancellor.  The  law  indeed  was  evaded  ; but 
this  artifice  ferved  only  to  difguft  a nation  which 
has  a greater  affedtion  for  its  laws  than  its  Kings. 
After  all,  the  poft  in  queftion  would  be  defpifed  by 
a man  of  quality,  in  any  other  country  in  Europe  : 
Radziowfki,  however,  was  nearly  related  to  the 
King  : but  the  cafe  is,  that,  in  Poland,  whatever 
has  any  connexion  with  the  adminiftration  of  the 
great  affairs  of  the  public,  is  below  no  one’s  accep- 
tance. 

A negotiation  of  fome  difficulty  had  been  carry- 
ing on  with  France,  which  it  was  neceffary  to  con- 
elude.at  laft.  The  French  Ambaflador  in  Poland, 
the  Marquis!  de  Vitry,  had  been  infulted  by  fome 
iferviants,  who  fired  feveral  piftols  into  his  Houfe. 
The  Poles  would  have  apologized  for  their,  condudt 
by  making  them  pafs  for  drunk,  and  perhaps  they; 
really  were  lb.'  \ he  this  as  it  will,  the  King  of  Po- 
land was  in  no  hafte  to  make  reparation  for  the  af- 
front. Lfewis  XIV.  who,  for  infults  of  this  kind, 
had  obliged  Spain,  Rome,  and  the  republic  of  Ge- 
noa to  give  him  fatisfadtion,  by  fending  folemn  em- 
baffies,  demanded  the  fame  from  Poland.  The 
•Marquis  de  Be  hune,  who  was  privately  commif- 
• fioned  to  follicjt  it,  had  a troublefome  bufinefs  upon 
his  hands.  He  had  republican  ipirits  to  deal  with, 

(a)  Warmia  is  a province  included  within  the  boinds  of 
PrulTia.  The  epifcopal  city  is,  Hierlbe^g.  The  Bilhop  takes 
his  title  from  the  province,  of  which  he  is  Sovereign  Prince,  as 
head  of  the  chapter  to  whom  the  fovereigoty  belongs. 
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and  none  of  the  grandees  would  fubmit  to  make 
the  apology.  At  laft,  Wielopoljki^  Grand- Chancel- 
lor of  the  crown,  who  had  married  one  of  the 
Queen’s  fillers,  wr-3  perfuaded  to  undertake  it.  He 
was  received  at  Fontainebleau  with  great  pomp, 
loaded  with  marks  of.  efteem,  and  carried  home 
with  him  a picture  of  the  French  Monarch  richly 
fet  with  diamonds.  All  thefe  circumftances  recon- 
ciled a few  individuals  to  the  office  of  excufe-mak- 
ing  ; but  the  republic  thought  herfelf  debafed. 

The  campaign  was  opened  foon  after,  and  fuf- 
pended  the  diffatisfa&ion  of  the  public.  The  King 
propofed  in  council  to  refume  the  projeft  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  5 which  was  to  enter  Moldavia,  in 
order  to  force  the  Hofpodar  to  declare  in  favour  of 
Poland,  and  make  ufe  of  his  afliftance  to  take  Ka- 
vninieck.  Tie  recovery  of  this  bulwark  would 
have  made  fic  nation  forget  all  the  miferies  of  fo 
long  a war.  The  army  was  already  afiembling, 
but  a diforder  detained  the  King.  The  court  of 
Vienna  difcovered  a myftery  in  this  event:  they 
fancied  that  the  Marquis  de  Bethune  had  got  the 
better  of  their  Jefuit,  and  that  John  had  a mind  to 
make  his  diversion  lefe  formidable  to  the  Turks,  by 
riot  commanding  his  army  in  perfon.  But  the 
court  of  Vienna  was  miftakeh,  fqr  the  dilbrder  was 
real. 

■ The  Grand-General  Jablonowlki  readily  under- 
tdok  the  charge  of  all  that  might  happen ; for  as 
often  as.  a King,  like  John,  commanded,  it  was 
natural  for  Europe  to  attend  to  him  only  i and  the 
Generals  had  complained  more  than  once  that  he 
ehgroflcd  all  the  honour  of'  every  expedition. 

. While  the  army,  was  upon  its  march,  John  re- 
ceived a piece  of  intelligence  that  ftruck  him  with 
amazement.  The  Archduchefs  whom  Leopold  had 
promifed  to  Prince  James,  was  married  to  the  Elec-> 
tor  of  Bavaria  j and  the*  King  guefied  from  hence 
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what  he  was  to  expeft  from  the  other  promlfe, 
which  related  to  the  fecuring  of  the  crown  of  Po- 
land in  his  family,  by  t ie  intrigues,  the  money,  and 
the  power  of  the  court  of  Vienna;  Being  naturally 
warm  and  impetuous,  he  had  great  difficulty  to  re- 
strain his  refentment  till  the  end  of  the  campaign, 
and  then  take  his  meafures  as  events  fhould  happen. 
In  the  army  of  the  Grand-General  there  were  leveral 
French mep,  and  among  others  the  Marquis  de 
Souvre,  fecond  fon  to  M.  de  Louvois,  who  came 
to  learn  the  art  of  war.  Their  apprenticefhip  was 
very  fevere.  The  Grand-General,  inftead  of  at- 
tempting the  pafiage  of  the  Niefter  over-  againft 
Choczin,  as  the  King  had  done  in  the  laft  cam- 
paign, without  fuccefs,  paffid  it  at  Halicz  (a) 
higher  up  the  ft  ream,  and  advanced  through  Pok- 
rufia  into  the  Bucovine,  a foreft  thirty  leagues  long 
and  as  many  broad,  extending  from  the  C rapack 
mountains  to  the  Niefter.  Before  the  wars  between 
the  Poles  and  the  l urks,  it  was  peopled  and  culti- 
vated in  the  vacant  fpaces,  which  are  ftill  to  be 
feen.  At  prefent,  taking  in  Pokrufia  and  Podolia, 
provinces  that  border  upon  each  other,  there  are 
near  a hunched  leagues  of  ruins  •,  a deplorable  mo- 
nument of  the  fury  of  the  human  race,  in  extirpa- 
ting each  other  from  a world  Where  their  ftay  is 
otherwife  fo  fhort.  A detached  branch  of  the  Cra- 
pack  mountains  advancing  into  the  Bucovine,  fup- 
*plie$  it  plentifully ‘with  water  : and  the  rivers,  mo- 
rafies,  and  mountains,  form  defiles  in  it  extremely 
difficult  to  pafs. 

The  army  had  already  got  through  two  thirds  of 
the  foreft,  and  was  encamped  upon  open  ground, 
when  the  couriers  brought  intelligence  that  the  ene- 
my appeared.  The  Poles  foon  heard  the  great 

(a)  This  city,  formerly  confiderable,  and  the  capital  of  the 
kingdom  of  Halicz,  is  at  prefent  very  fmall,  but  has  a itrohg 
<;aftle  upon  the  river. 
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68s-  drums  of  the  Janizaries,  which  are  double  to  ours 
in  every  refpect.  The  drummers  beat  them  at  both, 
ends,  with  a common  drum-ftick  in  their  right 
hands,  and  a fwitch  in  their  left.  They  are  attend- 
ed by  lads  who  carry  two  plates  of  very  fonoroua 
metal,  which  they  ftrike  in  cadence  one  againft  the 
other  : and  this  mixture  of  founds  compoies  a loud, 
and  not  unwarlike,  noife. 

The  two  armies  drew  up  in  order  of  batde,  with 
a defile  between  them.  The, match  was  by  no 
means  equal  ; for  forty  thoufand  Turks  and  as 
many  Tartars  mud  needs  overpower  thirty  thoufand 
Poles.  The  latter  durft  not  pafs  the  defile  before 
fo  great  a multitude,  but  wifhed  that  the  others 
would  pafs  it,,  to  begin  the  engagement.  But  the 
Serafkier  Soliman  had  conceived  a different  projeft. 
He  raifed  redoubts  upon  the  fide  of  the  defile  with, 
lines  to  join  the  works ; and  detached  thirty  thou- 
fand Tartars  to  feize  the  paffcs  behind  the  Polifh 
army,  and  cut  off  their  retreat  Thefe  paffes  were 
fufficiently  difficult  of  themfclves,  but  were  now 
made  more  fo  by  felled  trees.  The  Tartars  hole 
off  imperceptibly  under  the  cover  of  the  wood  and 

< the  night  ; fo  that  the  Poles  did  not  perceive  their 
fituation,  till  the  moment  of  its  growing  defperate. 
One  army  in  front;  another  in  their  rear;  a river 
(the  Pruth)  bordered  with  rocks,  on  the  right ; a 
morafs  and  a hill  poffefied  by  the  enemy,  on  the 
left  ; all  together  made  up  a fituation  like  that  of 
the  famous  Caticline  Forks , and  Soliman  thought 
himfelf  fure  of  making  them  pafs  under  the  yoke. 
Every  day  confumed-their  provifions  and  augment- 
ed the  terror  of  the  army.  Some  of  the  foldiers, 
more  frighted  than  the  reft,  palled  the  Pruth,  and 
ran  with  all  fpeed  to  the  frontier,  where  they  fpread 
the  alarm  by  giving  out  that  all  was  loft.  The 
confteroation  became  general  : the  Tartars  were  al- 
ready feen  in  places  that  they  never  before  approach- 
\ ed> 
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ed : the  inhabitants  of  the  country  took  refuge  in  Y* 
the  towns,  and  the  towns  expected  to  be  forced. 

The  alarm  increafed  like  a torrent,  till  it  reached 
Zolkiew,  a place  not  far  from  the  Frontiers,  where 
the  King  refided  for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 

Though  he  was  (till  in  a weak  condition,  he  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  nobility  of  the  neighbour- 
ing provinces,  and  fome  Lithuanian  troops,  which, 
coming  from  a great  diftance,  could  not  join  the 
army  in  time.  But  the  cataftrophe  was  over,  before 
the  King  came. 

Jablonowfki,  after  he  had  been  fifteen  days,  in 
this  fituation,  perceiving  more  diftinCtly  all  its  hor- 
ror, and  reflecting  that  fo  many  brave  men  had  no 
choice  but  death  or  flavery,  that  his  country  would 
lofe  its  army,  and  himfelf  all  his  glory,  made  a 
motion  which  put  a large  wood  between  the  ene- 
my and  him.  This,  however,  was  of  no  ufe.  But 
in  this  new  pofition,  he  formed  a plan  for  a retreat 
which  feemed  impracticable.  Behind  him  there  was 
a wood  of  Alders,  which  grew  in  a morafs  deep 
enough  to  fwallow  up  men  and  horfes.  He  order-  , 
ed  his  men  to  take  hatchets,  and  cut  down  the  trees 
clofe  by  each  other  with  the  branches  uppermoft : 
by  this  means  he  formed  two  bridges  wide  enough 
for  five  waggons  to  pafs  in  front. 

The  baggage  begun  to  file  off,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  night,  between  the  eighth  and  ninth  of  Octo- 
ber. The  cavalry  followed  next,  and  by  break  of 
day  there  remained  behind  only  fifteen  fquadrons. 

The  infantry  and  dragoons,  with  part  of  the  can-  ' 
non,  came  in  the  rear,  and  were  Commanded  by 
Konfki,  General  of  the  artillery,  a man  whom  it 
was  impofiible  to  furprize,  and  who  had  diftingujfh- 
ed  himfelf  in  fo  illuftrious  a manner  at  the  battle  of 
Vienna^  : To  be  ready  for  "all  that  might  happen, 
he  kept  his  infantry  and  dragoons  in  order  of  battle 
the  whole  night.  ; 
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The  T urks  at  length  poured  out  of  the  - great 
wood,  tnac  was  in  the  front  of  the  Polifh  army. 
The  cavalry  bi_gun  the  attack,  and  charged  with  its 
ufual  impetuofity ; but  was  fo  roughly  handled, 
that  it  retired  into  the  wood  again,  to  make  room 
for  frefh  fquadrons.  The  charge  was  repeated  in 
this  manner  ten  or  twelve  times ; and  the  different 
bodies  fucceeded  each  other  fo  faft,  that  the  Poles  had 
fcarce  time  to  load  again.  Men  and  horfes  fell 
thick  on  each  fide,  and  yot  the  carnage  was  only 
beginning.  The  combatants  flood  in  need  of  per- 
haps greater  intrepidity,  than  if  the  adtion  had  been 
in  an  open  plain.  The  diilance  from  an  inhabited 
country,  the  foreft  which  intercepted  the  light  of 
the  fun,  the  cries  of  the  Turks  and  Tartars  mixed 
with  the  roar  of  cannon,  which  the  nature  of  the 
place  redoubled  and  made  more  dreadful,  all  thefe 
circumflances  encreafed  the  horror  of  this  vail  de- 
fert,  where  the  wild  beafts  were  lefs  cruel  than  the 
human  fpecies.  . 

There  now  fucceeded  a few  minutes  of  inadlion. 
The  Janizaries  who  had  not  yet  been  engaged, 
flattered  themfelves  they  fhould  clofe  the  feene  by 
bathing  themfelves  in  blood.  T.he  cavalry,  which 
fupported  them,  trembled  with  rage  at  meeting 
with  fuch  refiftance  from  fo  fmall  a body,  in  this 
jundhne,  the  Poles  invoked  the  affiftance  of  def- 
pair,  a principle  .frequently  more  adtive  than  glory 
itfelf.  The  fire-arms  on  both  fides  were  no  longer 
depended  upon : the  T urkifh  fabre,  and  the  Polifh 
battle -ax  were  to  decide  the  point.  The  Polifh  ca- 
valry, like  that  of  all  other  nations,  is  armed  with 
fab  res  : , the  infantry  and  dragoons  fight  with  battle- 
axes  : a weapon  anciently  ufed  by  the  Romans,  and 
admirably  formed  not  only  for  cutting  but  pufhing, 
with  a handle  five  feet  long.  The  foldiers  held . 
them  with  both  hands,  and  lopped  off  all  the  heads 
and  arms  that  came  within  their  reach.  Even  the 
3 head 
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head  of  a horfe  was*  often  cloven  in  two  at  one  Y*  ,tg5* 
blow.  It  is  laid,  that  in  the  famous  victory  which 
Procopius  the  Bald , lucceffor  to  Zifca,  gained  over 
the  Emperor-  Sigifmund,  his  foldiers  were  armed 
with  thefe  axes ; and  that  this  novelty  was  the 
caufe  of  their  winning  the  battle.  It  was  with  the 
lame  weapon  that  the  Poles  were  now  triumphant. 

On  both  fides  there  was  an  equal  degree  of,  fury 
and  true  courage,  but  the  Poles  fought  with  better 
condudt.  The  Janizaries,  having  loft  a greater 
number  than  they,,  were  at  length  obliged  to  re- 
gain the  wood,  and  the  battle  ended.  A body  of 
between  eleven  and  twelve  thoufand  men  had  been 
engaged  for  ten  hours  againft  forty  thoufand. 

There  were  three  circumftances,  exclufive  of 
courage,  to  which  this  little  army  owed  its  prefer- 
vation.  In  the  firft  place,  the  ground  would  not 
permit  the  Turks  to  prefent  a more  extenfive  front 
than  that  of  the  Poles.  A fecond  advantage  was 
the  unlkilfulnefs  of  the  General  of  the  Turkilh  ar- 
tillery, who  inftead  of  bringing  his  cannon  to  the 
edge  of  the  wood,  from  whence  he  might  have  an- 
noyed the  enemy  greatly,  had  the  imprudence  to 
place  it  on  a high  hill : by  which  means,  the  can- 
non being  pointed  downwards,  the  ball  was  buried 
. as  foon  as  it  touched  the  ground,  and  made  no  re- 
bound. But  all  thefe  advantages  would  have  been 
ufelefs,  had  it  not  been  for  the  great  abilities  of 
Konlki.  ' At  the  head  of  his  battalions,  he  had  placed 
chevaux  de  frife,  formed  a rampart  of  waggons, 
and  pointed  his  cannon  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  have 
the  greateft  effedt.  All  the  different  bodies  fup- 
ported  each  other,  like  the  baftions  of  a moveable 
fartrefs.  The  whole  rear-guard  (eemed  to  be  but 
one  battalion  performing  its  evolutions  at  a review. 

The  fmall  body  of  cavalry  that  was  prelent,  though 
not  under  Konfki’s  command,  obeyed  him  with  as 
much  alacrity  as  the  foot  and  dragoons.  Never  was 
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y.  i6S$.  any  man  poiTeiTed  of  cooler  valour.  The  officers 
and  foldiers  cried  out  to  him,  to  ta  e care  of  him- 
felf  for  the  common  good  : 1 have  not  yet  received 
a Jingle  wound,  anfwered  he,  and  I fee  fome  of  you 
figbtmg  with  feveral.  His  behaviour  in  this  action 
gave  the  nation  fo  high  an  opinion  of  him,  that,  at  the 
death  o.  King  John,  he  was  named  among  the  can- 
didates for  the  throne,  to  which  his  civil  virtues  gave 
him  allb  a fair  claim.  lie  was  contented  with  living 
and  dying  firft  Senator  j and  the  laurels,  which  he 
. acquired  on  this  occafion,  will  continue  freffi  to  the 
end  of  time. 

As  the  night  drew  on,  the  retreat  was  completed, 
the  enemy  appearing  no  more.  The  rear  joined 
the  cavalry  which,  during  the  whole  aftion,  was 
drawn  up  in  battalia  in  a little  plain  beyond  the 
wood  of  alders,  expe&mg  all  the  while  to  be  at- 
tacked by  the  Tartars  who  were  within  view.  Af- 
ter all,  if  Konlki  had  the  hbnour  of  executing  this 
celebrated  retreat,  Jablonowflci  had  the  glory  of 
having  planned  it,'  when  it  feemed  impracticable. 

The  army,  as  it  retreated,  loon  came  to  the  fa- 1 
tnous  Fois,  which  the  Emperor  Trajan  ordered  to 
be  dug,  when  he  fubdued  the  Dacians  (a).  It  ex- 
tends from  the  Crapack  mountains  to  the  Niefter, 
acrob  the  Bucovine  ; and  was  the  boundary  which 
leparated  the  Roman  empire  from  the  Sarmatians. 
Trajan,  who  fixed  upon  this  limit,  feemed  to  advife 
his  fuccefiors  not  to  pafs  it. 

They  were  fcarce  got  on  the  other  fide,  when 
the  enemy  appealed  again,  as  jf  with  a defign  of 
coming  to  a decifive  aCtion.  The  Poles,  encourag- 
ed by  their  late  fuccefs,  returned  to  the  Pol’s,  and 
drew  up  in  order  of  battle.  The  enethy  proceeded 
no  farther  than  a cannonade,  which  the  Poles  re- 
turned. -Moft  of  the  days,  that  they  lpent  in  get- 

( < i)  i>o\v  the. Hungarian*,  Walachians  and  Moldavians. 
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ting  through  the  Bucovine,  were  of  the  fame  fort.  Y* ,6S* 
They  marched  from  one  defile  to  another,  purfued 
and  harrafied  incelfantly,  without  being  ever  defeat- 
ed. At  length,  the  fore  ft  and  the  purfoit  ended 
together. 

Notwithftanding  this,  Jablonowfki  kept  the  field 
for  three  weeks  longer,  to  hinder  the  incurfions  of  ' 
the  Tartars,  who  had  reafon  to  be  greatly  diflatisfi- 
ed  with  the  expedition.  The  only  pay  they  receive 
from  the  Grand-Seignior  is  their  booty  : they  now 
returned  empty-handed,  to  be  treated  by  their  wives 
as  cowards,  and  effeminate  wretches,  unworthy  to 
bear  arms : and  thij  domeftic  contempt  is  more 
dreaded  by  a Tartar  than  the  dangers  of  war.  The 
Polifh  arms  acquired  great  glory,  but  no  real  ad- 
vantage. The  Moldavians  were  not  fubdued  : Ka- 
minieck  continued  in  the  hands  of  the  Turks:  and 
the  whole  defign  of  the  armament  mifcarried. 

The  cafe  was  not  the  fame  with  the  orher  powers 
of  the  Ohiftian  league.  While  Poland  kept  em-  - 
ployed  a part  of  the  Ottoman  forces,  the  celebrated 
Francefco  Morofini  attacked  the  common  enemy  in 
Greece.  He  was  accufed  before  the  fenate  of  hav- 
ing betrayed  the  interefts  of  Venice,  by  furrender- 
ing  the  town  of  Candia'.  Accufations  of  this  fort, 
though  often  unjuft,  contributed  to  keep  up  the 
virtue  of  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans.  The 
accufed  was  defended  with  great  fpirit ; and  he 
juftified  himfelf  ftill  better  by  conquering  the  Mo- 
rea,  a country  formerly  fo  famous  by  the  name  of 
Peloponnefus,  when  Corinth,  Argos,  and  Sparta 
really  produced  men.  The  republic  of  Venice,  in 
imitation  of  ancient  Rome,  gave  its  hero  the  name 
of  Peloponnefmus. 

Vienna  gained  ftill  more  than  Venice.  The 
Duke  of  Lorrain  had  defeated  before  Strigonia  the 
Vifir  Ibrahim,  a 'general,  who,  with  greater ' merit 
than  his  predeceflbr,  Kara-Muftapha,  had  not  bet- 
ter; 
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y.  1685.  ter  fucceis.  Neuhaufel,  one  of  the  bulwarks  pf 
the  Tjurkilh  empire  in  Germany,  was  taken  by 
ftorm,  and  made  the  fcene  of  exceffive  cruelties, 

• which  the  Turks  will  for  ever  record,  as  a re- 
proach to  the  Chriftian  name.  Of  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  wretched  city,  there  efcaped  only  thir- 
ty Janizaries,  who  hid  themfelves  when  they  law 
that  all  was  loft.  The  Kiahia,  who  commanded 
them,  was  carried  to  Vienna,  where,  having  at-  : 
tempted  in  vain  to  force  his  guard,  he  killed 
himfelf  with  a piftoMhot.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  attack,  when  the  town  made  no  refinance,  the 
befiegers  gave  no  quarter,  even  to  the  Chriftian 
flaves,  whom  the  befieged  had  forced  to  take  arms. 
The  perfons  who  firft  thought  of  fwallowing  their 
gold  have  been  the  Occafion  of  many  cruelties  in 

* fucceeding  ages.  The  women  of  the  German  army 
were  feen  ripping  up  the  bellies  of  the  Turks, 
while  their  bodies  were  yet  panting,  to  fearch  for 
treafure  in  their  bowels.  The  French  Princes 
(a)  who  eloped  from  the  court  of  Lewi?  XIV.  to 
make  this  campaign,  returned  home  with  as  much 
horror  as  glory.  The  Abbot  of  Savoy,  who  re- 
nounced France,  did  not  return  with  them.  He 
then  begun  that  glorious  career,  which  has  im- 
mortalized him  by  the  name  of  Prince  Eugene. 

The  King  returned  to  Zolkiew,  where  he  en- 
deavoured to  confirm  his  health,  not  by  that  de- 
licate and  cautious  way  of  living,  which  ferves  only 
to  prolong  a ftate  of  weaknefs,  but  by  following 
the  diverfion  of  the  chace.  It  has  always  been 
faid,  that  hunting  is  the  image  of  war;  In  moft 
parts  of  Europe,  this  image  reprefents  its  object  of 
a very  fmall  fize : but  Poland  enqreafes  its  magni- 
tude, in  imitation  of  the  Afiatic  fovereigns,  who 

(a)  The  Princes  of  Conti,  Roche-fur-Yon,  and  Turenne; 
the  latter  of  whom  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Steinkerque. 
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hunt  with  a complete  army.  The  King  kept  in  y<  l68s* 
pay  five  hundred  Janizaries,  all  real  l urks,  taken 
in  battle,  armed  and  drefled  in  their  former  man- 
ner. a circular  fpace  was  marked  out  for  them 
in  a foreft,  which  they  encompafled  with  nets,  leav- 
ing an  opening  that  anfwered  to  the  plain.  At  a 
confiderable  diftance,  a line  of  dogs  held  in  leafhes 
formed  a crefcent ; behind  which,  the  King,  the 
huntfmen,  and  the  fpedlators  were  drawn  up  in  an- 
other line.  The  fignal  being  given,  other  dogs 
were  let  lopfe  into  the  foreft,  and  drove  before' 
them  whatever  they  found.  In  a (hort  time,  there 
came  out  (tags,  elks,  auroxes,  (a  fort  of  wild  bulls 
of  fingular  beauty,  ftrength,  and  fiercenefs)  lynxes, 
boars,  and  bears  ‘y  and  every  fpecies  of  dogs  at- 
tacked the  beaft  that  was  its  proper  prey.  The 
beall  could  neither  get  back  to  the  foreft,  nor  ftay 
by  the  nets ; becaufe  the  Janizaries  were  ported 
there  to  prevent  it.  The  huntfmen  did  not  en- 
gage in  the  combat,  but  when  the  dogs  were  likely 
to  be  overpower  d.  This  mixed  multitude  of 
men,  horfes,  and  wild  beafts,  the  noiie  of  hoins, 
the  variety  of  combats,  and  all  this  apparatus  of 
war  fet  out  with  proper  magnificence  (truck  the' 
natives  of  the  fouth,  who  were  p/efent  at  it,  with 
furprize  ; nor  did  the  republic  murmur  at  the  ex- 
pence, becaufe  it  was.  not  defrayed  but  of  the  pub- 
lic coffers.  - 

Hunting  however,  was  not  the  King’s  foie  amule-  y.  i6t$, 
ment.  „ • s the  nation  was  not  to  be  afiembled  this 
year,  and  it  was  uncertain  wh<  ther  the  war  would 
be  renewed  or  not  \ he  had  much  leifure  upon  his 
hands.  The  very  recreations  of  a laborious  King 
are  a public  benefit  The  pleafure  of  building 
happening  to  ftrike.his  fancy,  he  pitched  upon  a 
delightful  fituation  on  the  banks  of  the  Viftula, 
about  two  leagues  from  Warfaw.  Villanow  rofe 
out  qf  the  ground,  and  the  north  was  ornamented 
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with  the  architecture  of  Italy.-  But  the  fatisfa&ion 
the  King  enjoyed  in  raifing  this  edifice,  did  not 
make  him  forget  his  refentmenc  again  ft  Leopold  ; 
and  he  fhewed  it,  by  declaring  a refolution  to  quit 
the  league.  Leopold  faw  that  it  was  neceflary  to 
prefent  him  with  fome  other  bait  to  keep  him 
fteady ; and  propofed  to  him  the  conqueft  of  Mol- 
davia and  Walachia,  to  be  poflcfled  as  a fovereign- 
ty  by  his  family;  promifing  him  a body  of  Ger- 
man troops,  which  fhould  advance  from  the  banks 
pf  the  Oanube  to  aflift  him  in  the  reduction  of  thofe 
provinces.  They  are  both -inhabited  by  Chriftians, 
and  were  formerly  dependent  upon  the  kingdom  of 
Hungary,  but  a e now  properly  fiefs  of  the  Turk- 
ifh  empire,  ever  fince  the  days  of  the  victorious 
Soliman ; whofe  fucceflors  fell  the  principality  of 
them  to  the  higheft  bidder.  The  Holpodar  Duca, 
who  died  a pri  loner  in  Poland,  was  fervant  to  a 
merchant  of  Yafli,  before  he  grew  rich  enough  to 
be  made  a Prince;  and  Walachia  has  had  Hofpo- 
dars,  whofe  birth  was  not  more  illuftrious. 

This  double  crown  was  a ftrong  temptation  to 
the  King.  On  the  other  fide,  Mahomet,  who 
daily  fuftained  frelh  lofies,  made  him  an  offer,  if 
he  would  quit  the  league,  to  reftore  Kaminieck, 
with  a confiderable  fum  of  money,  to  indemnify 
Poland  for  the  expences  of  .fe  long  a war. 

In  this  competition  between  the  republic  and  his ' 
own  family,  the  King  had  not  the  greatriefs  of  mind . 
to  make  a right  choice.  He  was  prevailed  upon, 
by  the  infinuations  of  the  Jefuit  Vbta,  the  felicita- 
tions of  the  Queen,  and  the  voice  of  paternal  affec- 
tion, to  decide  in  favour  of  his  family,  and  'leave 
to  fortune  the  interefts  of  Poland.  However,  he 
difguifed  his  real  defign  in  this  expedition*  under 
the  fpgcious  pretence  of  conquering  only  for  the 
republic,  and  of  recovering  Kaminieck  in  a more 
gloriqus  manner,  by  Cutting  off  all  its  fuccours. 
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Cnee  it  received  none  from  any  other  quarter  but  Y*  IfiS6> 
Moldavia. 

It  was  a long  time  Cnee  Poland  had  feen  fo  fine 
and  fo  numerous  an  army.  It  amounted  to  near 
forty  thoufand  fighting- men,  the  Generals  having 
ferved  the  King  well,  which  is  a thing  that  does 
not  always  happen.  Prince  James,  who  had  al- 
ready his  eye  upon  a throne  that  could  be  acquired 
by  merit  only,  endeavoured  to  get  himfelf  a name, 
by  (haring  in  the  fatigues  of  war  ; and  befides,  the 
intended  conquefts  were  to  fall  to  his  lot.  This 
projeft  however,  was  known  to  very  few  ; for  the 
multitude,  as  well  officers  as  foldiers,  are  always 
ignorant  why  they  fight,  and  yet  do  not  fight  the 
worfe  upon  that  account.  , ' . 

The  terrifying  difficulties  the  army  had  gone 
through  in  the  laft  campaign,  of  which  the  prefent 
was  a repetition,  did  not  prevent  its  taking  the  fame 
route.  The  only  difference  was,  that,  upon  the 
prefent  occafion,  the  King,  as  he  proceeded  on  his 
march,  eftablifhed  fortified  pofts,  at  proper  diftan* 
ces,  from  the  frontiers  of  Poland  to  the  very  capi- 
tal of  Moldavia.  The  defign  of  thefe  forts  was  to  ■ 
fecure  the  couriers  and  the  convoys  which  were  to 
come  from  fo  great  a diftance. 

When  the  army  crofted  the  Bucovine,  a place 
where  it  was  on  the  point  of  perilhing  in  the  pre- 
ceding campaign,  they  threw  bridges  over  all  the 
pafiages  which  could  either  retard  their  march,  or 
hinder  their  return.  When  they  came  to  that  feene 
of  blood  where  Konfki  had  delerved  fo  highly  of 
the  republic,  he  again  received  the  thanks  of  the 
King  and  the  whole  army.  There  were  ft  ill  to ' 
be  feen  piles  of  bones,  which  recalled  to  fome  the 
memory  of  a friend  ; to  others,  that  of  a brother 
or  a father,  and  made  them  wifh  for  an  opportu- 
nity of  avenging  their  fate.  The  King  fecured 
this  defile  by  a redoubt,  (lengthened  with  pall- 

fadoes. 
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y.  1686.  fadoes,  and  defended  by  a good  garrifon  ; and  from 
thence,  continuing  his  march  along  the  Pruth,  he 
- entered  the  vaft  plains  of  Moldavia,  where  the  ar- 
' my  fuffered  extremely  by  the  hejit.  The  climate 
* is  naturally  hot,  and  was  made  much  more  fo  by 
having  been  three  years  without  rain.  The  ponds 
and  lakes  were  almoft  dry  : the  courfe  of  the  Ba- 
bilcuf,  a river  as  large  as  the  Marne,-  was  flopped  ; 
and  the  marlhy  grounds  were  full  of  cracks,  which, 
for  their  depth,  might  be  taken  for  gulphs.  In  the 
midft  of  fo  parched  a fcene,  the  Poles  were  aftonifh- 
ed  to  lee  the  earth  covered  with  grafs  two  feet  high, 
growing  thick,  and  excellently  good.  No  cattle 
were  to  be  found  in  all  the  country,  which  former- 
ly abounded  with  them,  and  with  men  alfo ; but 
the"  glorious  profeffion  of  war  had  made  it  all  a 
defart.  Nothing  was  to  be  found  but  cities,  whofe 
ruins  being  overgrown  with  thiftles  and  nettles, 
ferved  for  nothing  but  a retreat  for  ferpents.  In 
this  condition  were  Pererita , Cbocava,  Sorock,  S/e- 
fanottf \ Fdki , Gallacz,  and  feveral  others.  Moft 
of  them  were  converted  into  places  of  arms  to  fa- 
vour the  expedition.  The  difficulty  of  fubfifting 
in  a country,  uninhabited  and  uncultivated,  is  eafy 
to  cpnceive.  The  armies  of  the  middle  of  Eu- 
rope may  well  afk  thofe  of  the  north,  how  they 
contrive  to  fubfift  wherever  they  go.  Their  do- 
ing it  fuppofes  their  convoys  to  be  very  regular, 
their  officers  and  foldiers  very  fbber,  and  their  equi- 
pages no  greater  than  is  neceffary ; fince  other- 
wifev  this  laft  article  alone  would  not  only  embar- 
rafs,  but  familh  an  army.  Of  two  nations,  at  war 
with  each  other,  great  odds  may  be  laid  on  that 
which  is  moft  frugal.  , 

If  all  Moldavia  had  been  like  the  eaftern  part  of 
the  country  which  the  Poles  crofied,  they  would 
have  marched  to  the  conqueft  of  a wildernels. 
But,  in  the  weft,  it  was  well  peopled,  and  well 

culti- 
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cultivated ; and  the  fqil  fo  good,  that  it  produces  Y- 
the  richeft  crops,  by  being  only  once  turned  up 
without  any  manure. 

The  reigning  Prince  of  Moldavia  was  Confian- 
tine  Cantemiri  the  fame  whom  Soliman,  in  1684, 
had  fubftituted  in  the  room  of  the  weak  Caniacu- 
zenus.  He  was  grandfather  to  that  Prince  Cante- 
mir,  who  was  not  long  ago  the  Ruffian  Ambaffa- 
dor  in  France,  having  before  had  the  fame  charac- 
ter in  England.  He  did  not  ftay  to  furrender,.till 
the  army  was  at  the , gates  of  his  capital : it  was 
icarce  got  out  of  the  Bucovine,  when  a nobleman 
arrived  from  his  court,  who  told  the  King,  that 
his  matter  thought  himfelf  happy  in  the  profpedt 
of  being  foon  delivered  from  the  Ottoman  yoke  to 
enter  into  the  obedience  of  Poland  ; that  he  regret- 
ted his  not  being  able  to  come  in  perfon  to  wait 
upon  (b  great  a King ; and  that  his  view  in  flaying 
for  him  in  his  capital,  was  to  hinder  the  people 
from  leaving  it. 

, The  King,  charmed  with  a conqueft  which  would 
occafion  the  fhedding  of  no  tears,  battened  his  march 
to  the  plain  of  Cetzora,  where  the  army  halted. 

This  plain  recalled  to  his  mind  the  (laughter  and 
the  glory  of  his  grandfather,  by  prelenting  him 
with  a view  of  the  entrenchments,  .where  the  fa- 
mous Zolkiewlki, , with  thirty  thoufand  Poles,  re- 
pulfed  an  army  of  a hundred  thoufand  Turks  and 
Tartars;  and  of  the  pyramid,  which  was  (till 
ftanding,  where  the  manes  of  that  hero  addrefifed 
the  pafienger  in  thefe  animating  words  ; Learn  of 
me,  bow  fweet  and  bow  honourable  it  is  to  die  for 
one's  country : a maxim  that  was  engraved  upon 
the  King’s  heart  from  his  earlieft  youth.  From 
this  plain,  it  is  no  more  than  fix  leagues  to  the 
capital,  which  a detachment  of  eight  thouland  men 
tte ne  and  took  pofieffion  of,  without  the  leaft  re- 
finance* The  corn  was  all  (landing ; and  to  keep 
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y.  ifiS5.  the  main  body  of  the  army  at  a diftance,  infuch  -’ 
a jundure,  was  taking  care  of  the  interefts  of  the 
capital. 

Tajji,  a place  of  great  riches,  by  means  of  its 
commerce  with  Alia,  is  a large  open  town,  with- 
out gates  or  walls ; but  it  has  twelve  vaft  caftles  of 
great  thicknefs,  and  flanked  with  terrafied  towers. 
They  are  sftl  mounted  with  cannon,  and  have  ma- 
gazines of  arms  for  their  defence  *,  but  are  in  fed 
only  16  many  monafteries,  inhabited  by  Greek 
plonks,  who  work  out  their  falvation  under  the 
protedion  of  the  Turks.  The  Chriftian  world  has 
no  Monks  that  can  vie  with  them  for  antiquity ; 
St.  Bafil  having  been  their  patriarch  fo  early  as  the 
fourth  century  ; but  the  Perfians  and . Indians  had 
Monks  long  before  this,  in  the  midft  of  their  ido- 
latry. It  was  not  till  later  times,  that  the  weft 
grew  addided  to  the  indolence  of  a contemplative 
life.  It  muft  be  owned,  that  thefe  fortreffes  of  St. 
Bafil’s  ferve  alfo  for  an  afylum  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country,  when  the  Tartars  make  their  in- 
roads. It  is  impoflible  perhaps  to  find  a place 
where  fo  many  Monks  are  aflembled  together  j foe 
another  hive  of  them  may  be  feen  upon  a hill  over 
againft  the  city.  So  great  a number  of  men,  who 
occafion  a great  confumption,  but  produce  nothing 
of  their  own,  muft  needs  diminilh  the  riches  of 
the  city,  and  the  revenues  of  the  Hofpodar. . Their 
extreme  ignorance  is  not  fo  much  owing  to  their 
idlenefs  or  want  of  capacity,  as  to  the  flavery  in 
which  they  li.ye ; and  there  are  good  reafbns  to  be- 
lieve in  general  that  the  Moldavians  would  diftin- 
guifh  themfelves  both  in  arms,  and  arts,  if  they 
were  once  fet  at  liberty.  As  the  Prince  wRo  go- 
verns them  buys  his  fbvereignty,  the  people  muft 
repay  the  purchafer : Tajji  therefore  was  fure  to  gain 
by  becoming  fubjed  to  another  power. 

When 
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When  the  King  approached  the  town,  he  r- 16861 
fras  met  by  the  Bifhop,  the  clergy,  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants,  and  the  people  ; but  he  was 
furprized  at  not  feeing  the  Hofpodar.  Cantemir’s 
fituation  was  extremely  critical.  One  of  his  fons 
was  an  hoftage  at  Conftantinople,  with  four  nobles 
of  the  country,  as  pledges  for  his  fidelity  ; and  oi> 
the  other  hand,  a Chriftian  army  was  ready  to  fall 
upon  him;  without  his  having  any  hope  from  the 
1 urkifh  forces,  which  were,  at  this  juncture,  at 
too  great  a diftance  to  defend  him.  He  had  re- 
courfe  therefore  to  a pretended  fubmifiion,  in  order 
to  engage  the  conqueror  to  fpare  his  dominions ; 
and  to  exculpate  himfelf  with  the  Porte,  he  took 
refuge  with  his  family  and  his  treafures  in  the  Turk- 
ifh  army,  which  was  encamped  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Danube.  His  flight  was  not  difagreeable  to 
the  King,  who,  as  he  refolved  to  keep  his  conquefts, 
would  have  been  puzzled  how  to  difpofe  of  the 
Hofpodar  ; but  he  was  difpleafed  at  his  having  car- 
ried over  his  troops  to  the  enemy.  He  learned 
from  the  Moldavians  themfdves,  that  he  was  the 
worft  Prince  that  had  for  a long  time  governed  that  ' 
country  •,  that  having  bought  his  crown  at  a very 
dear  rate,  he ; was  a profefied  ufurer,  and  behaved 
in  the  molt  oppreffive  manner;  and  that  the  very 
moment  of  his  flight  had  been  diftinguilhed  by  adls 
of  extortion,  which  exceeded  the  ordinary  meafure 
of  his  rapacioufnefs.  The  King  found  in  his  pa- 
lace fome  fine  apartments,  inlaid  with  Mofaic  work.: 
he  treated  the  city  with  great  tendernefs,  confider- 
ing  it  as  his  own  : the  Ihops  continued  open,  the 
markets  free,  and  every  thing  was  paid  for  by  the 
conquerors,  as  punctually  as  by  the  citizens. 

The  Ibldiers,  who  were  quartered  up  and  down 
the  monafteries,  did  not  difturb  their  regularity  j 
and  the  Moldavian  women,  whofe  drefs  made  then! 

Gc  no 
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v.  i€86,  no  lefs  tempting  than  their  natural  charms,  were 
treated  with  great  refpeCt. 

While  things  were  in  this  iituation  in  Molda- 
via, the  Walachians  were  far  from  being  in  a ftate 
of  tranquillity.  Fear,  and  {till  more,  the  huma- 
nity of  the  viCtor,  which  was  loudly  celebrated  by 
fame,  induced  them  to  fubmit ; and  they  obliged 
their  Hofpodar  to  fend  him  a deputation,  declar- 
ing that, their  gates  were  open.  Doubtlefs  Serban 
Cantacuzenus,  whom  Soliman  had  continued  in  the 
principality,'  notwithftanding  the  fufpicions  he  en- 
tertained of  his  condudt,  had  n6t  removed  all  caufe 
of  complaint.  His  poll  was  filled  by  another 
Prince,  Conftantine  Brancovan,  who  fubmitted  to 
'this  apparent  furrendry  purely  to  efcape  the  pre- 
fent  danger.  ' 

The  King,  being  flow  mailer  of  Moldaviaand  Wa- 
lachia, extended  his  views  ftill  farther.  - Before  hind 
lay  the  antient  Beflarabia,  now  called  Budziac( a ),  and 
all  that  vaft  country  which  lies  between  the -Danube 
and  the  Niefter,  up  to  the  coaft  of  the  Black  Sea. 
The  Crim  itfelf  tempted  his  ambition : he  was 
pleafed  with  the  idea  of  chaftifing  the  Tartars 
Upon  their  own  ground,  and  feemed  to  intend 
opening  himfelf  a paflage  even  to  Conftanrinople, 
by  ways  whiclf  were  deemed  impracticable.  He 
therefore  refumed  his  march,  without  quitting  the 
Prutbi  the  water  of  which  was  neceffary  for  the 
fobfiftence  of  the  army  in  fo  dry  a feafon*,  and 
befid.es  this,  was  very  wholfome,  and  mitigated 
a diforder  that  raged  among  the  troops.  The  fol- 

(#)  The  Budz’nc  Tatars  are  a branch  of  thoffe  of  the  Crim. 
They  obey  to  a certain  decree  their  Mur/es , that  is  to  fay,  the 
heads  of  their  different  Hords.  The  Porte  calls  them  its 
flave?,  but  there  is  not  a freer  people  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth.  They  are  in  a ftate  of  aimoft  perpetual  war ; and 
while  other  nations  confer  them  as  robber*,  they  call  thera^ 
felves  warrio;?. 
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filers',  who  were  fcorched  with  the  heat,  by  eating 
greedily  of  cucumbers,  melons,  and- other  fruits, 
brought  upon  themfelves  dyfenteriesj  for  which 
the  water  of  the  Pruth  was  an  allured  remedy.  The 
neceflity  of  following  the  river  in  all  its  windings, 
augmented  the  fatigue  of  the  march. 

The  army  was  already . far  advanced ; and  nd 
enemy,  either  Turk  or  Tartar,  appeared:  for  Ma- 
homet, who 'was  acquainted  with  the  King’s  march 
into  a country  lb  remote  from  Poland,  had  given 
orders  to  his  General  not  to  quit  the  iflands  of  the 
Danube,  and  to  fhe  Tartars  not  to  appear  on  the 
hither  fide  of  the  Niefter,  till  the  Pofilh  army  was 
got  a great  way  into  the  country.  His  defig’n  was 
to  effedt.  its  deftrudtion  in  the  fame  plains,  where 
Darius  I.  King  of  Perfia,  repented  his  having  car- 
tied  the  war  againft  the  Scythians,  the  anceftots 
Of  thole  Tartars  whom  John  was  come  in  qiteft  of 
Upon  their  own  territories.  ; ( 

The  danger  increased  contingally  as  thfe  hi  arch' 
was  prolonged.  -When  the  Poles  came  to  Gallacz^ 
a town  not  far  from  the  place  where  the  Pruth  falls 
into  the  Danube,  the  plain  was  covered  with  a con- 
fuled  multitude  of  Tartars and  foon  after,  the! 
Turks  made  their  appearance  in  good  order.  The 
King  looked  towards  the  Danube,  from  whence  he 
txpedted  the  fuccour  which  the  Emperor  had  pro- 
mired  him  j but  Leopold,  attentive  Only  to  his  awrf 
interests,  was  pulhing  his  fuccefies  in  Hungary. 
The  King,  firfding  himfelf  deceived,  felt  all  the 
danger  to  which  he  had  expofed  himfelf.  He  had 
been  upon  the  march  full  three  months  ; and  mult 
how  force  his  way  through  frefh  troops,  fuperior  toi 
his  own  by  more  than  half  their  number.  The 
Only  refource  left  him  was  t<5  retreat ; and  this  could 
be  done  only  by  weathering  a ftorm  for  two  months 
together,'  before  he  reached  the  port.  Upon  filch 
Otcafions  as  thefe,  a King,  who  had  not  the  abi- 
C c 2 fitieS? 
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y.  1 416.'  lities  of  a General,  would  have  no  profpeft  but  of, 
being  buried  in  the  fame  abyfs  with  the  companions 
of  his  labours  : ' but  the  Poles  looked  towards  their 
King,  and  conceived  hopes.  He  threw  a bridge 
over  the  Pruth,  which,  by  this  means,  he  placed  be- 
tween the  enemy  and  himfelf.  It  happened  fortu- 
nately, that  forage  was"  equally  plenty  on  the  other 
fide;  and  there  was  no  want  of  wood.  The  twa 
armies  contended  for  the  water  of  the  Pruth  for 
twenty  days  together  •,  and  neither  of  them  procu- 
red it,  but  at  the  price  of  blood.  ‘ There  was,  on 
each  fide,  a daily  revolution  of  encampments  and 
decampments  on  the  oppofite  banks  of  the  river, . 
and  the  cannon  was  not  idle  all  the  time. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  Tartars  fwam  acrofs  the 
Pruth,  with  a defign  of  getting  before  the  Polilh 
army  ; and  attempted  to  effect  its  deftru&ion,  with-  , 
out  coming  near  it.  Having  obferved  that  the 
grafs,  which  covered  the  plain,  being  dried  by  the 
heat  of  the  fun,  was  eafily  inflammable,  they  fet  it 
on  fire  *,  and  inftantly  the  Poles  faw  nothing  but 
flames  through  which  they  were  to  pafs.  This  ar- 
my of  incendiaries  molefted  them  in  a variety  of 
. ways  at  the  fame  time  •,  by  confuming  their  forage  ; 
by  obliging  part  of  the  Polilh  cavalry  to  be  on 
horfeback,  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  in  order  to 
keep  the  incendiaries  at  a diftance ; and  by  retard- 
ing the  march  of  the  army,  becaufe  they  were  for- 
ced to  allow  time  fob  the  flames  to  die  away.  But 
when  they  came  to  pafs  over  this  burnt  land,  the 
air  they  breathed  on  fire  alfo.  The  allies  that 
rofe  under  the  feet  of  the  men  and  horfes,  envelop-? 
ped  the  whole  army  in  a black  cloud.  The  fweac 
that  covered  their  faces  made  the  aihes  flick  j and 
infiead  of  Poles,  they  all  looked  like  Ethiopians. 
The  deferts,  through  which  they  palled,  afforded 
nothing  bpt  fruit,  and  the  convoys  were  brought, 
up  with  great  difficulty.  The  King,  Prince  James*1, 
2-  . ...  anci 
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and  the  Generals,  taught  the  foldiers,  by  their  ex-  Y- lSS<- 
ample,  to  bear  thefe  hardfhips.  The  French  offi- 
cers that  ferved  in  that  campaign,  were  aftonifhed  < 
at  the  patience  and  fobriety  of  the  Poles.  As  they 
- drew  near  to  Yaffi,  they  found  upon  the  road  a 
great  number  of  hillocks,  thrown  up  by  men’s 
hands,  which  were  intended  as  burying -places  for 
the  warriors  that  have  fallen  in  the  many  battles, 
of  which  Moldavia,  comprehended  under  ancient  . 
Dacia,  has  been  the  feene.  One  among  the  reft, 
which  was  a hundred  and  twenty  feet  high,  gave 
occafion  to  critical  fpeculations.  The  Moldavians 
call  it  Rebea ; and  hence  it  was  concluded  to  be  the 
Maufoleum  of  a Prince  of  that  name.  The  King 
of  Poland,  who  piqued  himfelf  upon  his  learn- 
ing, gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  it  was  the  tomb 
of  Decebalus , King  of  the  Dacians.  A King,  with 
' no  .other  quality  but  learning,  would  ill  dilcharge  1 
the'  duties  <of  the  thrones  but  if  he  were,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  defender,  the  oeconomift,  and  the 
philofopher  of  the  nation,  he  would  be  the  pro- 
digy ofthe  eighteenth  century. 

Yaffi  received  its  conqueror  again  with  great  joy  s 
but  if-  we  may  believe  the  hiftorian  Cantemir,  the 
.Hofpodar’s  Ton,'  it  foon  had  caufe  to  ffied  tears. 

He  aflerts  (a),  “ that  the  King  being  abandoned 
“ by  Leopold,  and  therefore  too  weak  to  preferve 
.“  his  conqueft,  gave  up  the  city  to  be- pillaged, 

“ and  carried  away  even  the  confecrated  plate,  and 
“ the  ffirines  of  the  faints,  which  were  fet  with 
“ precious  ftones ; that  he  was  feen  in  perfori, 

“ with  a torch  in  his  hand,  fetting  fire  to  two  mo- 
“ nafteries  which  refilled  to  give  up  their  treafures ; 

“ and  that  the  murders  and  rapes  which  were  com- 
“ mitted,  drove  away  the  inhabitants,  both  ofthe 
i town  and  country ; by  which  means  his  army 

j (a)  Tom,  fi.  .p.  1 1 8.  ■<■■■. 
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“ was  reduced  to  great  want.”  The  Poles  deny 
thefe  horrid  fadls ; and  the  veracity  of  the  hifto- 
rian  may  be  doubted,  as  it  was  his  father's  domi- 
nions thatwere  invaded.  All  nations  that  are  a $ 
war  accufe  one  another  of  cruelty ; and  at  the  very 
time  of  'the  charge,  it  is  difficult  for  thofe  who 
are  not  upon  the  fpot  to  find  out  the  truth.  Who 
then  will  venture  to  decide,  at  fo  great  a diftance 
of  time  and  place? 

' Be  this  as  it  will,  the.King  refumed  his  inarch 
towards  Poland ; and  the  Tartars  perceiving  that 
he'  took  his  route  by  Cornar,  poifoned  the  lake 
which  fupplies  the  town  with  water.  “ I doubt 
not,  fays  Cantemir  (a),  but  what  I am  going 
“ to  relate  will  feem  incredible  to  thofe  who  have 
“ not  feen  it ; and  even  after  haying  been  en  eye- 
“ witnels  of  it  myfelf,  I cannot  conceal  the  fur- 
‘‘  prize  jt  gives  me.  The  Tartars  are  poffeffed  of 
“ a fecret,  which  is  known  only  by  three  of  four 
“ of  the  nation:  I mean,  the  knowledge  of  a 
“ plant,  of  fo  poifonous  a nature,  that  being 
“ thrown  into  water,  whether  Handing  or  running, 
‘S  it  defiroys  both  man  and  beaft,  without  remedy.” 
If  Cantemir  faw  well,  thefe  three  or  four  poifon- 
ers  are  mailers  of  the  lives  of  the  whole  nation, 
and  of  all  that  can  do  them  any  hurt. 

' The  King,  either  from  fufpicion,  or  good  for- 
tune, changing  his  defign,  quitted  the  flat  country, 
fo  go  and  encamp  alohg  the  Sere/  \ from  whence, 
quite  to  the  frontiers  of  his  own  dominions,  he  fup- 
plied  with  provifions  all  the  ruined  towns  wjiere 
lie  had  left  troops,  and.compleated  the  forts  he  had 
raifed.  Though  all  thefe  precautions  did  not  fu- 
ture to  him  his  conquefts,  there  refulted  from  them, 
however,  one  advantage  to  the  country  itfelf, 
which  was  vifible  the  very  next  year.  The  towns, 


( a)  Top.  ii.  p.  166. 
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which  had  fo  long  been  deferted,  begun  to  be  filled 
again  with  inhabitants,  under  the  prote&ion  of  the 
Polifh  arms : the  neighbouring  villages  were  repair- 
ed : the  Greek  and  Armenian  merchants,  who  are 
inceflantly  pafling  between  Europe  and  Afia,  were 
glad  to  find  places  of  fafety  to  lodge  their  goods : 
die  Jews  alfo  came  hither  to  feelc  an  afylum  ; and 
even  the  Poles  themfelves,.  I mean  t{ie  peafants,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  flavery  in  which  the  nobles  keep 
them,  came  to  enjoy  the  common  rights  of  huma- 
nity in  the  newly- conquered  country.  Pokrufia, 
which  the  army  crofled  before  it  finifhed  its  retreat, 
a Polifh  province,  in  a ftate  of  defolation,  equal 
to  that  of  the  eaftern  part  of  Moldavia,  partook 
of  the  fame  benefits. 

The  King,  in  this  expedition,  enjoyed  the  un- 
ufual  glory  of  being  a benefadtor  to  the  people  he 
had  conquered.  Leopold,  on  the  other  hand,  while 
he  expofed  his  ally,'  kept  all  his  troops  to  be  em- 
ployed for  his  own  advantage.  He  felt  the  crown 
of  Hungary  totter  upon  his  head,  while  Buda  con- 
tinued in  the  hands  of  the  Turks.  The  Duke  of 
Lorrain,  who  had  railed  the  fiege  of  that  town 
in  1684,  refumed  his  defign  of  taking  it,  with  more 
eagernefs  than  before.  -The  place  was  very  ftrong 
in  itfelf,  and  defended  by  the  Bafhaw  Apte.  The 
Vifir  Soliman  kept  the  field,  with  a great  army. 
But  the  Duke.furmounted  all  obftacles,  took  Buda 
by  aflault,  and  drove  the  Vifir  beyond  the  Drave. 
The  Vifir,  who  was  a man  of  refle&ion,  now  found 
by  experience  the  truth  of  what  he  had  often  faid 
himfelf,  that  fuccefs  in  enterprizes  of  the  fecond 
order,  is  no  fecurity  of  fuccefs  in  thofe  of  the  firft. 
The  Bafhaw  Apte  was  fpared  the  mortification  of 
being  a witnefs  of  this  difgrace,  by  being  killed  up- 
on the  breach.  Upon  this  occafion  too,  Prince 
Eugene  gave  fpecimens  of  his  future  merit. 
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y.  ?63&.  At  the  fame  time,  the  Turkilh  arms  fuffered 
another  check  in  the  Morea.  The  Venetians,  who 
had  got  footing  in  that  country  the  preceding  year, 
now  fortified  themfelves  there,  by  the  taking  of  Ca- 
lamata,  Navarrin,  Modon,  and  Napoli  di  Roma- 
nia (a),  after  having  beat  the  Turks  in  feveral  en- 
counters. 

If  the  King  of  Poland  did  not  gain  any  gteat 
' advantage  over  them  this  campaign,  he  at  lead  kept 
them  at  bay  with  inferior  forces.  In  the  month' 
of  November  he  arrived  at  Leopol,  where  the 
AmbalTadors  from  Mufcovy  expedled  him.  The 
two  Czars,  Iwan  and  Peter,  who  reigned  toge- 
ther upon  the  fame  throne,  which  only  one  of  them 
deferved  to  fill,  had  hitherto  done  nothing  for  the 
league".  They  wanted  previoufly  to  fecure  to  them- 
. ffelves  the  Pol ifh  towns  and  lordfhips,  which  they 
held  only  in  truft ; Smolenjko  (bj,  Kiovia  (c)t  the 
Palatinate  of  Czernicow , and  the  Duchy  of  Severia. 
To  fupport  fo  long  a war,  Poland  flood  in  need  of 
, jpen  and  money.  The  Ambaffadors  made  an  offer 
of  troops,  paid  down  one  million  immediately, 
pro  mi  fed  to  pay  another,  and  the  cefflon  was  made 
in  form.  ‘ 

In  concluding  this  treaty,  the  King  confulted  ra- 
ther. the  authority  he  had  acquired  by  his.  virtues, 
than  the  laws.  The  lands  of  the  republic  cannot 
’ be  alienated  but  by  the  republic  itlelf,  afiembled. 


(a)  This  town,  called  by  Ptolomy  Nauplia  navale.  be- 

cause it  was  built  by  Nauplius,  fon  of  Neptune  aqd  Amy- 
;$none,  is  a feaport  fituaied  in  a gulph  of  ancient  Argi.a,  cal- 
led Sinus  Argolicus . in  the  room  of  the  ancient  Gjeciau 

temples  have  fucceeded  mofques,  fyoagogues,  and  Chriftian 
churches,  without  any  hoftile  intentions  towards  each  other  5 
and  the  traders  of  all  nations  have  an  entire  liberty  of  ferving 
God  in  their  own  way. 

(b)  A to\yn  fituated  upon  the  BoryllKenes. 

(c)  K^iovia  or  Kiow,  upoji  the  weftern  bank  of  the  fame 
river. 

fo 
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in  a diet;  and  the  prefent  ceffion  was  authorized  y.  16*6. 
only  by  a decree  of  the  Senate.  The  Poles  mur-, 
mured  greatly  at  this  circumftance  ; and  befides, 
they  thought  it  was  purchaling,  at  too  high  a price, 
the  affiftance  of  a nation,  whom  they  then  looked 
upon  with  contempt.  But  things  are  now  much 
changed  ; and  the  prefent  age  has  feen  Mufcovy  de- 
cide the  fate  of  Poland,  by  giving  it  its  Kings. 

In  the  fame  aflembly  of  the  Senate,  the  King  ven- 
tured upon  another  breach  of  the  laws,  which  made 
the  republic  exclaim  loudly  againft  him.  To  un- 
derhand the  foundation  of  the  Complaint,  it  muft 
be  obferved,  that  Poland  indulges  the  children  of 
its  Kings  with  no  privileges  which  may  induce  them 
to  confider  the  throne  as  an  hereditary  pofleflion  ; 
and  in  order  to  imprefs  upon  them  more  ftrongly  . 
the  idea  of  republican  equality,  they  are  fubject 
to  the  jurifdittion  of  the  Senate,  at  the  time  when 
their  father  holds  the  fceptre.  There  have  been  in- 
ftances,  particularly  thofe  of  Albert  and  Ferdinand, 
fons  of  Sigifmund  III.  of  their  folicitiflg  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Senate  ; but  thofe  Princes  were  re- 
ceived only  upon  the  exprefs  condition  of  taking  an  • 
oath  of  fidelity  to  the  republic.  John,  upon  the 
prefent  occafion,  attempted  much  more  in  favour 
of  Prince  James,  by  feating  him  on  the  throne  by 
his  fide,  when  he  gave  audience  to  the  Mufcovite 
Ambafladors.  This  was,  in  forne  meafure,  declar- 
ing him  King  eledt,  and  confequently  infringing 
the  liberty  of  the  nation. 

The  Queen  alfo  upon  the  fame  occafion,  arro- 
gated to  herfeif  one  of  the  prerogatives  of  royalty.  , 

By  the  conftitutioo  of  Poland,  the  Queen  is  kept 
at  a difiance  from  all  public  affairs,  and  of  courle 
not  permitted  to  give  audience  to  Ambaffadors. 

The  Mufcovites,  feduced  by  the  careffes  of  her  who 
now  fat  upon  the  throne,  folicited  of  her  a public 
audience,  and  eafily  obtained  it.  This  ftep  gave 

occafion 
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occa.fion  to  general  difcontent  j fo  that  no  one  re- 
ceived any  real  fatisfadion,  except  the  Ambaffa- 
dors,  who  were  treated  with  extraordinary  marks 
of  diftindion.  They  met  with  a different  reception 
at  Vienna,  where  they  went  next  to  ratify  the  treaty 
of  the  league.  Being  at  that  time  a favage  race, 
■who  felt  the  brutal  paffions,  but  knew  hot  how  to 
Curb  them,  they  feized  young  girls  by  force •,  and 
even  fathers  came  to  demand  their  fons,  whom  they 
had  corrupted  •,  a condud  which  gave  great  fcan- 
dal‘  in  a decent,  and  even  auftere  court.  The  Em- 
peror concluded  the  alliance  in  all  hade,  and  lent 
away  thefe  lawlefs  envoys  to  their  own  country,  and 
their  own  manners. 

The  King  of  Poland,  after  their  departure, 
united  the  apoftolic  with  the  regal  charader.  The 
prevailing  religion  in  Poland  is  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic ; but  in  the  fouthem  provinces  of  Black  Ruflia, 
Pokrufia,  Podolia,  Volhinia,  and  the  Ukraine, 
there  are  ten  Greeks  to  one  Catholic.  The  Bifhops, 
like  the  Bafiljan  monafteries  from  whence  they  were 
taken,  were  fubjed  to  the  Patriarch  of  Mufcovy ; 
and  their  moft  facred  Dogma  is  an  everlafting  ha- 
tred for  Rome.  The  King  thought  it  would  be 
ferving  both  God  and  the  date,  to  reconcile  them 
with  that  church ; and  as  the  Bifhops  were  then  at 
court,  on  account  of  their  temporal  concerns,  he 
gratified  them  beyond  their  hopes,  and  then  pre- 
vailed upon  them  to  hear  the  point  of  the  fchifm 
difcuffed.  Accordingly,  conferences  were  appoint- 
ed, and  the  King  afiifted  at  them  in  perfbn,  to  mo- 
derate the  acrimony  of  the  Theologians.  The  Bi- 
fhops were  but  little  affeded  by  the  arguments  that 
were  produced  againft  them  i but  the  lenity  and 
beneficence  of  the  King  gave  force  to  the  reafons 
of  his  party  ; and  feveral  of  thefe  wandering  paftors 
fent  Deputies  to  Rome  to  be  admitted,  together 
with  their  flocks,  into  the  fold  of  St.  Peter. 
. ?ut 
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Bqt  while  the  King  was  thus  labouring  for  Rome, 
he  was  upon  the  point  of  coming  to  a rupture  with 
that  cqurt.  The  thing  in  difpute  was,  whether 
there  fhould  he  any  Capuchins  in  Poland;  or 'at 
leaft,  whether  France  or  Italy  fhould  have  the  pri- 
vilege of  furnifhing  the  kingdom  with , that  preci- 
ous commodity.  Innocent  XI.  was  refolved  to  al- 
low none  but,  Italians : both  parties  were  obftinate, 
and  grew  angry,  which  might  have  been  attended 
with  bad  confequenees ; for  eyen  the  whims  of 
Princes  become  matters  of  ftate.  At  laft,  fince  one 
Capuchin  was  probably  as  good  as  another,  the  King 
chofe  rather  to  receive  the  prefent  from  Italy,  than 
to  continue  empty-handed. 

It  is  difficult  to  reconcile  the  zeal  which  the  Pope 
had  for  the  league,  with  the  little  regard  he  fhewed 
for  the  hero  of  that  alliance.  It  was  now  eight 
years  fince  the  King  had  nominated  to  a Cardinal's 
hat.  For  bin,  Bilhop  of  Beauvais,  who  had  been 
twice  Ambaflador  at  his  court.  Innocent  XI.  after 
having  feen  the  extinction  of  almoft  the  whole  fa- 
cred  college,  railed  it  up  again  by  a promotion  of 
four  and  forty  Cardinals ; and  in  all  this  great  num- 
ber there  appeared  not  the  name  of.  the  Bilhop  of 
Beauvais;  but  there  were  two  Poles  in  the  lift, 
whom  the  King  never  dreamed  of : Radziowjki , 

Bilhop  of  Warmia,  his  relation ; and  the  Abbot  of 
Henoff,  his  Envoy  Extraordinary  at  Rome.  It  is  ' 
probable,  that  the  Pope,  who  had  had  more  than 
one  quarrel  with  France,  had  a mind  to  mortify 
Lewis  XIV.  in  the  perfon  of  the  Bilhop  of  Beau- 
vais, without  regarding  the  refentment  of  the  King 
of  Poland  ; who,  being  equally  chagrined  at  what 
was  granted,  and  at  what  was  refufed  him,  would 
not  honour  the  ceremony  of  invefting  the  new  Car- 
dinals with  the  hat,  with  his  royal  prefence.  The 
Abbot  of  Henoff  quitted  Poland  for  ever,  and 
'went  to  receive  the  hat  at  the  fountainhead:  an 
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r.  iize.  event  which  occaGoned  a law,  to  exclude  all-ec- 
clefiaftics  from  being  fent  as  Minifters  to  the  court 
of  Rome.  The  Bilhop  of  Warmia  was  inverted 
with  the  hat,  in  a private  manner,  by  the  perfon 
that  brought  it  from  the  Pope ; and  was  no  fooner 
clothed  in  the  purple,  than  he  claimed  a right  of 
precedence  before  his  matter's  Ions.  Such  was  the 
will  of  . the  court  of  Rome,  which  it  fignified  by 
the  Nuncio  Palavicint. 

It  was  in  the  age  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the  ! 
fifth,*  that  the  Cardinals  firrt  affirmed  fo  exalted  a 
rank.  At  that  time,  mod  of  the  kingdoms  in  Eu- 
rope had  a Cardinal  for  Grtt  Minifter  : Ximenes  go- 
verned in  Spain,  always  clad  in  the  habit  of  a 
Francilcan  Fryar,  but-  haughtier  than  even  the 
haughtiett  Spaniard;  Duprat  in  France;  Wolfey  m 
England  ; Martinufius  in  Hungary  ; and  even 
Charles  the  fifth  himielf,  after  having  difmiffed 
Ximenes,  chofe  for  his  prime  Minifter,  his  precep- 
tor,. Cardinal  Adrian,  whom  afterwards  he  made 
Pope;'  It  is  no  difficplt  matter  for  fubordinate 
Kings  to  ufurp  honours ; but  Poland  was  hitherto  ' 
unaceuftomed  to  the  claims  of  the  Roman  purple. 

. The  King,  who  was  nettled  to  the  quick,  for- 
bad the  new  Cardinal  and  the  Nuncio  to  appear  in 
his  prefence,  till  the  Pope  had  given  him  latisfac- 
tion.  with  regard  to  the  Bilhop  of  Beauvais ; and  he 
complained  heavily,  of  the  afiront'  to  the  court  of 
Rome.  The  King  of  France  joined  in  the  remon- 
ftrance ; but  Innocent  heard  them  with  pleafure, 
and  continued  inflexible;  nor  was  it  till  after  the 
Pope’s  death,  that  the  two  Kings  faw  the  Bilhop 
Forbin  converted  into  a Cardinal  de  Janfbn. 

y.  1687.  Thefe  mortifications  inereafed  the  diforders  which 
already  preyed  upon  the  health  of  the  King  of  Po- 
land. A wound  that  he  formerly- received  at  the 
battle  of  Bereftefk,  in  the; reign  of  Cafimir,  had 
left  impreffioas  behind  it,  which  became  more 
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troublefome  as. he  advanced  in  age  : and  the  gravel*  V.  i6s7. 
a ftill  more  dangerous  complaint,  gave  him  frequent 
intimations  that  he  was  mortal.  His  phyOcians  ad-  i 
vifed  him  to  give  up  the  command  of  the  army, 
and  to  relax  his  attention  to  affairs  of  ftate  : but  his 
anfwer  was.  Why  was  I made  a King  ? If  I am  to  be 
aired,  it  Jhall  not  be  by  fitting  ftill. 

While  the  phyficians  were  confulting  in  what 
manner  to  treat  his  cafe,  he  was  informed  of  the 
death  of  the  Great  Condi,  whom  the  gout  had  at  ' 
length  worn  out.  They  had  both  difcovered,  from 
their  earlieft  youth,  great  talents  for  war  : they  had 
faved  their  country  more  than  once  : they  had  both 
flood  for,  and  both  deferved,  the  fame  crown  ; and 
they  had  congratulated  each  other  by  letter  upon 
their  victories : all  which  formed  a fort  of  connec- 
tion that  made  the  King  more  fenfibly  affedted  with 
his  death.  In  one  refpedt  however  they  were  dif- 
ferent, that  Conde  had  quitted  the  field  at  fifty  five  ; 
but  the  King,  who  was  farther  advanced  in  life, 
and  felt  equally  the  fymptoms  of  illnefs  and  decay, 
was  ftill  intent  upon’  war ; and  for  this  purpole  quit- 
ted Leopol  to  come  to  Zolkiew. 

This  change  of  fituation  placed  him  upon  the  ' 
frontiers  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  midft  of  the  win- 
ter-quarters of  the  army,  and  at  a feafon  of  the 
year  when  other  Generals  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
fmalleft  degree  of  fuccefs  gives  them  a right  to  un- 
bend themfelves  in  the  pleafures  of  the  capital.  The 
Queen  prefled  her  hulband  to  make  yfe  of  this  pri- 
vilege ; and  her  intreaties  were  feconded  by  deputa- 
tions from  the  nobility  of  all  the  provinces,  who 
reprefented  to  him  of  what  confequence  his  health 
was  to  the  ftate,  and  how  great  a lofs  the  kingdom 
would  fuftain  by  lofing  him.  Harangues  of  this 
fort  are  mere  empty  compliments  to  the  generality 
of  Kings ; but  upon  the  prefent  occafion  they  ex- 
prefied  the  real  fentiments  of  the  nation.  But  as 
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Yi  *<87.  John  was  not  born  upon  the  throne,  he  had  norid 
of  that  delicate  attention  to  his  own  Safe,  which  is' 

. always  the  effed  of  effeminacy,  and  frequently  the 
caule  of  inconveniences  to  the  public.  He  refufed 
to  comply  with  their  follicitations,  arid  he  had  his 
reafons  for  fo  doing.  He  was  apprehenfive  of  in- 
curfions  from  the  Tartars,  who  are  rtfever  flopped 
by  winter  : it  was  necelfary  to  reinforce  and  fuflain 
the  polls  which  he  had  eftablifhed  from  the  Niefter 
to  the  very  heart  of  Moldavia  j and  hfe  knew  that 
things  are  always  beft  done,  under  the  infpediori 
of  the  mailer’s  eye  : a maxim  which  is  (till  more  to; 
be  depended  on,  if  the  mafter  be  himfelf  a judge  of 
the  bufinefs ; and  the  King  was  certainly  a good  one. 

There  were  many  Poli(h  prifoners,  or  rather 
(laves,  confined  at  Kaminieck,  whole  fate  gave  the 
King  great  concern  : the  republic  alfo  had  Turkifh 
prifoners  in  its  hands : the!  King,  therefore  lent  the 
officer  (a),  from  whole  memoirs  thefe  particulars 
are  taken,  to  treat  about  an  exchange.  By  the  con- 
ftitution  of  Poland,  the  power  of  the  King  is  cori- 
/ fined  within  fuch  narrow  limits,  that  even  his  fub- 
jeds  are  not  fuffered  to  be  exchanged  by  his  au- 
thority, but  by  that  of  the  Grand-General.  Upon 
this  occafion  however,  the  affair  was  tranfaded  in 
the  King’s  name.  The  captives  whom  he  claimed 
belonged  to  the  Gendarmes  and  Pancerns , two  bodies 
of  cavalry  entirely  made  up  of  gentlemen : the 
Turks  he  had  in  his  power  were  officers  of  the; 
Spahis,  or  Janizaries,  and  the  two  Balhaws  of  Silif- 
tria  and  Caramania,  who  were  taken  in  1683,  at, 
the  battle  of  Barcan.  The  King  made  a prefent  of 
them  to  the  Grand  General,  who  had  riot  yet  re- 
ceived their  ranfom  ^j*  There  were  alfo  in  irons 

(a)  Dupont. 

(b)  The  ranfom  of  the  two  Bafhaws  was  fixed  at  20«  purfev  • 
each  worth  about  five  hundred  piastres;  in  the  whole  700,000 
French  livres,  or  about  32,000  pounds. 

dti 


Digitized  by  Google 


. K i n g of  Poland* 

bn  both  fides  many  common  foldiers,  who'fe  exchange 
was  attended  with  no  difficulty.  At  the  firft  con- 
ference that  was  held  upon  the  fubjeft,  the  Baffiaw 
Huflein,  Governor  of  Kaminieck,  declared  to  the 
Pofifh  envoy  the  intentions  of  the  Grand  Seignior, 
in  thefe  terms  : “ If  thy  mailer  will  be  contented 
“ with  exchanging  the  common  foldiers,  thou 
“ mayeft  take  them  away  with  thee  immediately, 
**  and  fend  me  the  captive  Spahis  and  Janizaries. 
**  I-  will  even  return  him  his  gentlemen  at  a fixed 
**  price : but  as  for  the  Grand -Seignior’s  officers, 
**  who  have  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  taken  pri- 
“ foners,  and  particularly  the  two  Ba/haws,  tell 
“ them  that  they  muft  never  hope  to  fee  the  Sub- 
“ lime  Porte  again.  A true  Muflulman,  who 
“ bears  arms,  fhould  die  a thoufand  times,  rather 
**  than  be  reduced’ to  flavery ; and  if  thole  who 
“ command  had  this  greatnefs  of  fool,  their  exam- 
“ pie  would  be  followed  ty  thofe  who  obey.” 

The  negotiation  was  protrafted  to  a great  length  s 
becaufe  Huflein  had  no  money  to  give,  and  that 
which  he  was  to  receive  from  the  Poles  was  not  ready. 
It  is  natural  to 'pity  the  fate  of  the  two  Balhaws, 
whofe  chains  were  riveted  on  them  afrefh,  if  we 
recollect  their  gallant  behaviour  in  the  bloody  bat- 
tle of  Barcan  ; where  they  were  taken  in  the  very 
thickeft  of  the  aftion,  covered  with  wounds,  and 
faint  with  lofs  of  blood.  The  Porte  continued  its 
feverity  towards  them  for1  eight  years  longer ; but 
the  Grand-General  alleviated  the  weight  of  this  long 
captivity,  by  treating  them  like  brethren. 

By  the  laws  of  Poland,  a diet  was  to  be  aflem- 
bled  this  year:  but  the  fenate  put  it  off,  to  fave 
expences  at  a time  when  the  continuation  of  the 
war  was  fo  heavy  a burden.  The  nation,  however, 
th6ugh  not  afiembled  in  form,  murmured  greatly 
at  the  projefts  of  its  chief.  His  plan  for  the  enfu- 
ing  campaign,  was  to  fecure  his  conqueft  of  Mol- 
davia, 
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• davia,  by  carrying  his  vi&orious  arms  quite  to  the 
black  fea,  where  he  depended  upon  making  himfelf 
matter  of  the  fortreffes  of  Kilia  and  Bialogrod.  To 
execute  this  defign,  it  was  necelTary  that  he  fliould 
continue  ftedfaft  in  the  league,  notwithftanding  -his 
difiatisfadtion  with  the  Emperor,  to  the  end  that  the 
Turks,  being  attacked  on  all  quarters,  might  be 
more  eafily  difpofiefied  of  their  territories  on  the 
fide  of  Poland.  But  Poland  begun  to  fufpedt  that 
thefe  great  projedts  were  calculated  for  the  benefit 
of  his  own  family  more  than  for  that  of  the  na- 
tion ; and  thofe  who  had  no  doubt  that  this  was 
his  intention,,  obferved  in  an  angry  ttrain,  that  it 
would  be  ftill  more  difficult  to  keep  than  to  con- 
quer } that  it  was  maintaining  a war  of  which  there 
Would  be  no  end ; and  aiming  at  diftant  objedts, , 
while  the  enemy  was  fluttered  to  continue  undiftur- 
bed  at  the  gates  of  the  kingdom,  in  a fortrefs  which 
it  was  a difgrace  not  to  retake.  The  King  could 
not  help  feeling  that  the  complaints  were  juft  ; and 
the  bombardment  of  Kaminieck  was  refolved  on. 
The  Polilh  foldiery,  the  chief  ftrength  of  which 
Jay  in  the  cavalry,  was  by  no  means  proper  for 
fieges  of  any  fort,  and  much  lefs  for  the  prefent 
fervice,  when  a place  was  to  be  attacked,  that  was 
we|l  able  to  defend  itfelf.  The  Turks,  fihce  they 
had  been  in  pofieflion  of  Kaminieck,  had  confider- 
ably  encreafed  its  fortifications ; and  a garrifon  of 
ten  thoufartd  men,  made  up  both  of  Janizaries  and 
Spahis  were  refolved  to  fell  their  lives  at  a dear 
rate.  It  was  therefore  judged  prudent  to  attack  it 
by'  bombardment ; and  as  it  expedted  a convoy 
which  wasfuppofed  to  be  abfolutely  necefiary  for 
its  fubfiftence,  the  Poles  flattered  themlelves  with 
the  hopes  t>f  intercepting  it,  and  taking  the  place 
by  famine,  if  the  fire_  of  the  bombs  was  found  to 
be  infufficient. 

The 
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The  army  begun  its  march  about  the  end  of  June.  y.  m?, 
The  King  attended  the  expedition  in  a languid  and 
exhaufted  ftate : his  mind  had  loft  nothing  of  its 
former  vigour ; but  his  bodily  ftrength  failed  him 
entirely  at  Jaflowiecz,  where  he  was  obliged  to  give 
up  the  command,  and  Prince  James  took  pofieflion 
of  it  with  all  the  enfigns  of  power.  When  a King 
of  Poland  is  at  the  head  of  his  army,  a lance  adorn- 
ed with  a horfe’s  tail,  called  Bontchcuk,  is  carried 
before  him,  as  a iignal  of  the  royal  prefence.  The 
four  Generals,  of  Poland  and  Lithuania,  have  alio 
their  Bontchouks  ; but  they  are  lowered  in , the 
King’s  prefence.  The  fame  relpefl  was  now  paid 
to  Prince  James j and  the  Generals,  who  are  fub- 
je£t  to  the  King  only,  received  orders  from  his  fon. 

The  thing  was  hitherto  without  example,  and  of 
great  confequence  to  a young  Prince  who  aimed  at 
regal  dignity.  The  moft  lingular  circumftance  of 
all  was,  that  the  Generals  confented  to  it  without 
relu&ance  •,  for  they  were  afraid  of  difobliging  a 
King,  who,  by  his  virtues,  difarmed  even  pride  it- 
fclf.  ' 

The  Pripce  therefore,  taking  the  thunderbolt  out 
of  his  father’s  hands,  advanced  towards  Kaminieck, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  ioth  of  July.  The  Turks 
have  a degree  of  confidence  that  is  unknown  among 
us  j for,  after  the  place  was  inverted,  they  fent 
back  feveral  Polilh  prifoners,  whole  ranfom  had 
been  paid.  In  fuch  a cafe  as  this,  we  Ihould  be  a- 
fraid  of  difcovering  the  defers  of  the  place ; but 
it  is  a maxim  with  the  Turks,  that  furprize  cart 
never  fucceed  againft  perfons  who  are  uppn  their 
guard  ; and  yet  this  does  not  prevent  their  having 
an  eye  upon  fuch  as  are  fufpe&ed  of  giving  intelli- 
gence. They  had  allowed  tire  public  exercife  of  the  ■ 
Chriftian  religion  to  be  continued  in  a church,  which 
they  called  the  mofque  of  Ijfevi  (the  Turkilh  word 
for  Jefusj  where  two  Jefuits  officiated.  The  Turks 
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v.  1687.  confider  the  Chriftians  as  idolaters,  and  yet  protect 
them  in  their  dominions.  The  two  Jefuits  made  & 
bad  ufe  of  this  protection,  by  giving  intelligence  to 
the  Poles  of  the  difpofitions  they  obferved  in  the 
place.  Their  letters  were  intercepted,  and  they  ex* 
ppCted  nothing  but  death.  The  Bafhaw  only  order- 
ed them  to  be  conducted  to  Prince  James,  and  gave 
them  leave  to  carry  with  them  as  much  as  they 
could  of  their  effects.  The  remainder  was  ctepofit- 
ed  in  the  church,  and  the  doors  fealed,  till  the 
Grand -Seignior’s  pleafure  was  known  : a lenity  of 
behaviour,  which  aftonilhed  the  criminals  and  the- 
whole  Chriftian  army. 

The  bombardment  lafted  fix  days  with  a moft 
terrifying  noife.  The  befiegers  played  upon  the 
town  with  fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  fixteen  mor- 
tars •,  and  the  befieged  returned  their  fire  from  three 
, hundred.  The  Bafhaw  Huffeitt  had  taken  all  pro- 
per precautions  to  lefien  the  effeCt  of  the  bombs } 
and  befides,  the  place  was  not  now  in  the  fame 
cafe,  as  when  Mahomet  took  it.  At  that  time,  it 
was  filled  with  all  the  nobility  of  Podolia,  who- 
dreading  the  laft  extremities,  (the  women  efpecially 
and  the  children,  who  made  the  air  relbund  with 
their  cries)  ftruck  the  garrifon  with  terror  and  con- 
fufion,  and  talked  of  nothing  but  furrendering  : 
whereas,  in  the  prefent  crifis,  it  contained  nothing 
but  foidiers. 

The  Poles  foon  difcovered  that  their  powder  was 
confuming  to  little  purpofe  j and  thought  proper  to 
flacken  their  fire,  when  they  faw  the  Tartars  pafs 
the  Niefler,  and  advance  towards  them  ; and  a>few 
days  after,  the  Serafkier  appeared  at  the  head  of 
twenty  five  thoufand  Turks,  preparing  to  pafs  it 
alfo.  Prince  James  was  eager  to  come  to  blows  : 
it  was  the  firft  time  of  his  commanding  in  chief, 
and  he  was  impatient  tojhew  that  he  deferved  - that 
honour.  But  the  Serafkier  whofe  reputation  was 
4 already 
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already  eftablilhed,  refolved  to  fight  only  in  cafe  of 
hecelfity,  and  feeing  the  enemy  retire  to  a league’s 
diftance  from  the  place,  he  contented  himfelf  with 
bbfervmg  their  motions,  without  parting  the  river. 

While  they  were  thus  watching  each  other,  the 
King,  Who  fitaid  at  Jaflowiecz,  was  more  follicitous 
about  the  operations  of  the  army,  than  his  own 
health.  He  continued  in  this  port;  in  order  to  be 
ready  for  whatever  might  happen,  and  to  be  able 
to  afli  with  his  head*  though  his  arm  was  ufelefs; 
The  fituktion,  however,  was  not  without  danger  5 
being  diftant  only  ten  leagues  from  the  Tartars, 
who  are  a wandering  and  rapid  body,  and  the  King 
teas  guarded  by  a little  camp  of  no  more  than  two 
thoufand  tnen.  The  circumftance  that  gave  hint 
tnoft  uneafinefs,  waS  his  being  attended  by  the  court. 
Which  was  put  into  kn  alarm  as  foon  as,  the  Tartars 
had  palled  the  Niefter.  The  Queen,' the  Princefs 
of  Poland’,  the  Marchionefs  of  Bethune,  and  the. 
maids  of  honour  might  eafily  fall  into  the  hands  of 
thele  barbarians  : it  could  not  be  expefted  that  they 
fhould  be  all  heroines  5 and  fome  Were  fo  far  from 
it,  as  to  fall  lick  out  of  fear.  The  Queen,  how- 
ever,’ was  not  one  of  this  number : her  curiofity 
Was  fo  great,  that  (he  ventured  to  advance  to  the 
bank  of  the  river,  though  fome  boatmen  had  beeri 
taken  prifoners  the  fame  day  in  that  very  place. 
A Tartarian  envoy,  who  came  to  the  court  next 
day,  thdught  proper  to  remind  the  King,  that  his! 
companions  did  rrot  wear  bells  to'  give  notice  of 
their  approach. 

In  the  mean  time,  nothing  decifive  happened  be- 
tween the  two  armies,  who  only  cannonaded  eaeht 
other  acrofs  the  river  with  little  lofs.  The  cam-, 
paign  ended  with  no  other  exploit  than  the  ruin  of 
a few  hoofes  in  Kaminieck,  and  the  death  of  three 
or  four  hundred  Tartars,  who  fell  intq  an  ambuf- 
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v.  1687.  cade : inconfiderable  effedts  to  be  produced  by  fo 
great  a caufe. 

The  efforts  of  the  league  were  attended  with  fuc- 
cefs  in  other  places ; but  it  was  not  where  the  greateft 
armies  were  employed,  as  might  naturally  have  been 
expeded.  Prince  Galliczin,  Favourite  of  the  Regent 
of  Mufcovy,  firft  Minifter  of  ftate  and  Generalif- 
ftmo  of  the  army,  advanced  through  the  Ukraine 
towards  the  Black  Sea,  with  an  army  of  three  hun- 
dred thoufand  foot  and  a hundred  thoufand  horfe. 
Peter  the  Greet,  who  was  deftined  to  difeipline  thefe 
troops,  was  yet  a child.  Galliczin  propofed  to  make 
himfelf  matter  of  the  Crim,  a peninfula  from 
whence  had  ittued  fo  many  fwarms  of  Tartars  that 
carried  terror  to  the  very  gates  of  Mofcow.  By 
exterminating  this  hive,  he  would  have  greatly 
weakened  the  Turkifh  power ; but  when  his  army, 
which  eat  up  all  the  countries  through  which  it  paf- 
fed,  had  crofled  the  Samara,  a little  river  which  is 
the  boundary  of  the  Ukraine,  it  was  prefented  with 
a fmolting  defart,  fifty  leagues  in  extent.  The 
Tartars  had  burnt  the  whole  country  as  far  as  Pre- 
cop, a fortrefs  which  guards  the  Ifthmus  of  the 
, Crim.  Galliczin  was  flopped  by  famine  and  dif- 
eafe,  and  a great  part  of  his  foldiers  perifhed,  with- 
out having  feen  the  enemy. 

Morofini,  who  was  tnore  fortunate  an'd  more  dif- 
creet,  though  his  forces  were  but  fmall,  after  hav- 
ing made  himfelf  matter  of  the  Dardanels,  Lepanto, 
Caftelnuovo,  Portoleone  and  ancient  Attica,  com- 
pleted the  conqueft  of  Peloponnefus,  which  was  of 
greater  value  than  Candia.  The  Venetian  bombs 
deftroyed,  in  this  expedition,  many  monuments  of 
antiquity  which  the  Turks  had  fpared  •,  and  among 
the  reft,  the  famous  temple  of  Athens  dedicated  7» 
the  unknown  God  (a).  That  celebrated  city,  whole 
. very 

• - fa}  Pom?.  learned  men  allure  us  that  the  whole  infrriptior, 

, which  St.  Paul  law  upon  the  altar  at  Athens,  was  as  follows  : 

Tt 


■ ed  by  Google 


KING  of  P 0 L A N D.  4o; 

very  ruins  ftill  command  refpedt,  together  with  Epi-  Y-  ,68r« 
daurus  and  Corinth,  Teemed  to  rejoice  at  being  under 
the  dominion  of  matters  who  were  judges  of  arts 
and  genius. 

But  the  General,  who  gave  the  greateft  blow  to 
the  Ottoman  empire  in  this  campaign,  was  the  - 
Duke  of  Lorrain.  This  defender  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  after  having  defeated  the  Vifir  Soliman 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Drave,  taken  his  camp  with 
the  tents  (landing,  and  palled  the  bridge  of  Efiek 
with  the  runaways,  extended  himfdf  along  that 
river  towards  Sclavonia,  wichout  lofing  fight  of 
what  remained  to  be  fubdued  in  upper  Hungary. 

Agr'ta,  furnamed  by  the  Turks  the  impregnable, 
was  capable  of  making  great  refiftance  ; but  when 
the  Vifir  intended  to  reinforce  it  with  twelve  thou- 
sand Spahis,  they  refufed  to  obey  his  Commands. 

The  (pirit  of  mutiny,  being  communicated  from  one  < 
troop  to  another,almoft  inftantaneoufly,  made  the  Vi- 
fir tremble  for  his  own  fafety,  and  take  refuge  in 
Belgrade.  The  army,  deferted  by  its  General, 
chofe  one  of  its  own  •,  and  inftead  of  oppofing  the 
progrefs  of  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  marched  diredlly 
to  Conftantinople  to  change  its  matter.  Mahomet 
IV.  who  had  taken  Candia,  and  other  ittands,  from 
the  Venetians  ; the  Ukraine,  Podolia  and  Volhinia 
from  the  Poles  ; and  Hungary  from  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  was  upon  the  point  of  being  dripped  him- 
felf  of  all  his  power  by  the  hands  df  his  own  flaves. 

His  reign,  ever  fince  the  fatal  expedition  of  Vienna, 


T o the  Gods  of  Afia,  Europe , and  Africa ; to  the  unknown  ana 
foreign  Gods.  St.  Jerom  in  particular  is  clearly  of  ;his  opinion  : 
Comm,  in  Epifi.  adTitum.  C.  I.  And  yet  St.  Paul,  in  l.is  fer- 
roon  before  the  Areopagites,  comprehends  ihe  whole  infcripuon 
in  thefe  two  words  Ignoto  Deo,  To  the  unknown  God.  St  Jerom 
will  have  it  that  he  did  fo,  in  order  to  give  more  force  to  his 
preaching  : bat  it  is  difficult  to  imagine,  that  the  belmJ  of  o^e 
God  ftood  in  need  of  this  inconfiderable  advantage,  in  order  to 
be  preached  with  fuccefs. 
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y.  1687.  where  the  King  of  Poland  put  a ftop  to  his  victories, 

• had  been  nothing  but  a feries  of  diigraces. 

When  the  mutinous  troops  were  arrived  at  the 
gates  of  Conftantinople,  Mahomet  fent  to  demand 
what  they  wanted  of  their  Emperor.  But,  during 
their  march,  he  had  already  made  a reformation  k 
pertain  points,  which  had  long  excited  the  .murmurs 
of  the  public.  He  had  taken  off  fome  extraprdi- 
nary  taxes,  which  the  diffipation  of  his  revenues  had 
forced  him  tp  lay  on ; he  had  fold  his  jewels,  re- 
duced his  ftables  and  hunting-equipages,  diminifoed 
the  expence  of  his  gardens,  difmifled  from  his  fe- 
raglio  a great  number  of  Sultanas^  who  carried  away 
with  them  a ftill  greater  number  of  (laves,  and 
broke  off  his  commerce  with  Kuloglt , a paffiop 
equally  condemned  by  the  Alcoran  and  by  nature. 
This  Catamite,  who  was  one  of  the  pages  of  his 
jnufic,  was  cjrefied  in' the  lame  manner  With  himlelf, 
never  abfent  from  his  fide,"  richer  than  any  Bacha, 
and  had  all  his  wiihes  anticipated.  But  the  facrifice 
which  mu  ft  have  coft  the  Sukan  moft,  was  to  de- 
pofe  four  of  his  favourites,  two  of  whom,  had  help- 
fed  to  ruin  the  empire  : the  only  crime  of  the  other 
two  was  being  unfortunate.  The  army . demanded 
their  heads,  and  he  was  forced  to  fend  them  : they 
were  thofe  of  the  <Teflerdari  or  Treasurer  of  the 
empire;  of  the  Giurumchi-Bachi,  or  Receiver  of 
the -revenue  of  the  Demefne- lands ; of  the  Vi  fir 
Ibrahim,  who  had  been  difgraced  two  years  before  ; 
and  of  Soliman,  his  fuccefior.  The  latter  was  a 
formidable  inftance  of  the  revolutions  of  human 
fortune.  He  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  twenty 
different  engagements ; and  was  efteemed  and  be- 
loyed,  till  the  time  of  his  being  inverted  with  all  the 
authority  of  his  maffer.  His  head  was  brought  to 
the  army  laft  of  all  ; and  the  mutineers,  at  the  very 
time  when  they  rejoiced  at  its  being  taken  off,  feemed 
ftill  to  (hew  it  fome  refpect. 
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HitHerta  the  army  had  not  "ventured  within  the  v-  l6i7‘ 
limits  of  Cqnftantinople ; but  the  Janizaries  foon 
led  the  way,  crying  out  in  the  ftreets  that  the  indo- 
lent and  unfuccefsful  Mahomet  ought  to  be  depof- 
ed.  The  Ulema , that  is  to  lay,  the  afiembly  of 
Lawyers  and  Divines,  met  in  the  mofque  of  St.  So- 
phia, where  the  Emperor’s  trial  was  finilhed  in  a 
few  hours.  He  had  had  too  long  a feries  of  misfor- 
tunes not  to  be  charged  with  all  the  calamities  of 
the  ftate.  On  this  occafion,  he  repented  that  he 
had  pot  executed,  upon  his  brothers,  the  cruel  law 
of  iiajazeti  for  news  was  brought  to  the  feraglio, 
that  it  was  intended  to  fet  the  crown  upon  the  liead 
of  his  brother  Soliman.  It  was  then  too  late  to 
make  away  with  him  j for  the  Boftangi-Bachi  guard- 
ed. the  apartment  of  the  Princes  with  an  armed 
force.  The  reins  of  government  were  taken  from 
Mahomet,  and  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Soli- 
man,  who  had  languilhed  in  prilon  for  forty  years. 

When  the  Caimacan,  the  Cherif  of  the  mofque  of 
St.  Sophia,  and  the  Nakib,  or  keeper  of  the  ftan- 
dard  of  Mahomet,  fignified  to  the  Emperor  that 
lie  mult  quit  the  throne,  and  that  fuch  was  the  plea- 
sure of  the  nation,  he  anfwered  ; The  will  of  God 
be  donex  fince  his  indignation  is  defined  to  fall  upon 
my  head . Go  tell  my  brother , that  the  Almighty  de- 
clares his  pleafttre  by  the  mouth  of  the  people.  We 
fee,  by  this  anfwter,  that  thefe  Sultans,  with  all  their 
defpotifm,  acknowledge  a power  in  the  nation  fu- 
perior  to  their  own ; and  it  is  a maxim  with  the 
Lawyers  of-  the  Ottoman  empire,  that  this  power  is 
inherent  in  all  the  nations  of  the  world. 

Mahomet  had  feveral  fons,  but  they  were  too 
young  to  reign.  The  Turks  always  chufe  their 
Emperors  out  of  the  Ottoman  family  ; but  they  do 
not  think  that  an  infant,  a weak,  or  a wicked  Prince, 
has  a right  to  reign,  becaufe  he  is  defeended  in  a di- 
yeft  line,  or  happens  to  be  the  firft-born  : Sons,  bro- 
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1687.  thers,  or  uncles,  they  chufe indifferently  out  of  all; 
and  have  often  made  a happy  choice.  As  for 
what  farther  relates  to  Mahomet,  having  ipared  the 
lives  of  hi.s  brothers,  he  died  a natural  death;  and 
was  not  taken  off  by  poifon,  as  was  reported  in 
Conftantinople  (a).  The  ground  of  fuch  furmifes 
is,  that  the  people,  in  all  countries,  fdppofo  the  great 
to  commit  all  the  villainies  they  can  : a fuppofition 
not  at  all  to  the  honour  of  their  own  morals. 

While  the  Turks  were  employing  their  ftrength 
in  civil  broils,  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  completed  the 
fedu&ion  of  Hungary.  There  was  yet  remaining 
a woman  of  undaunted  courage,  .who  defended  her- 
felf  to  the  iaft.  Being  daughter  of  the  unhappy  Se- 
rini,  widow  of  Ragotfki,  and  wife  of  Tekeli,  Ihe 
had  vowed  an  eternal  hatred  to  the  houfe  of  Auf- 
tria.  She  held  out  for  two  years  in  Mongatz,  a 
fortrefs  where  Tekeli  had  fliut  up  his  treasures, 
his  archives,  and  his  children,  with  a ftrong  gar- 
rifon.  He  himfelf  was  wandering  about  in  remote 
provinces,  and  could  give  no  affiftance  to  his  wife  ; 
who  being  befieged  by  famine,  partook  at  laft  in 
the  fate  of  Hungary  ; and  being  carried  to  Vienna, 
was  reduced  to  repeat  her  Rofary  in  a convent, 
while  her  children  were  taken  from  her,  and  put 
under  the  tuition  of  the  Jefuits  of  Prague.  What 
compleated  her  grief,  was  to  fee  the  Archduke 
crowned  King  of  Hungary,  without  an  election. 
The  vi&orious  Leopold  refufed  to  grant  the  Hun- 
garians any  terms  but  a fcaffold,  which  he  erefted 
in  the  town  of  Eperies.  . The  blood  of  the  natives 
of  that  kingdom  continued  to  flow  from  March  to 
December ; and  the  crown  of  Hungary  was  declar- 
ed hereditary  by  the  nobility,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  executioners.  It  is  but  a melancholy  confidera- 
fion  for  the  people,  that  fo  dreadful  a method  Ihould 
fucceed. 

( •)  Cantemir,  tom.  ii.  p.  134, 
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One  fatisfadion  was  flill  wanting  to  Leopold  ; y- l68?* 
namely,  to  get  Tekeli  into  his  power.  The  Turks, 
who  had  reftored  him  to  liberty,  did  not  give  him 
up  ; but  afiigned  to  him  the  towns  of  IVidin , Ca- 
ranfibeSi  and  Lugos , with  their  territory,  which  he 
exchanged  for  the  kingdom  of  Hungary. 

The  King  of  Poland,  when  he  was  informed  of 
the  horrid  tragedy  that  had  been  aded  in  Hun- 
gary, repeated  that  he  had  not  fet  that  crown  upon 
the  head  of  his  fon,  when  the  Hungarians,  won 
by  his  virtues,  folicited  him  to  do  it,  after  the 
battle  of  Vienna.  Being  now  decaying  in  his  health, 
he  hoped  at  lead  to  tranfmit  to  him  that  which 
he  wore  himfelf,  and  refolved  to  take  advantage  of 
the  apprpaching  diet,  to  make  the  Poles  concur  in 
hjs  defign. 


End  of  the  Seventh  Bx>Ok. 
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Y.  itss.  rpH  E diet,  which  ought  to  have  been  aflem- 
X bled  at  Grodno  the  preceding  year,  was  now 
appointed  to.  meet  at  that  place.  The  King  would 
. have  chole  it  rather  at  Warfaw,  where  he  hoped  to 
make  it  turn  out  more  to  his  advantage ; but  the  Li- 
thuanians adhered  ftridtly  to  the  law  ; and  Grodno, 
was  fixed  upon  for  the  2 5th  of  January.  The  King 
and  all  his  court  came  there,  without  delay : Prince 
James,  who  flattered  himfelf  with  the  expe&ation 
of  afting  a diftinguifhed  part  upon  this  occafion, 
was  there  before  the  day  appointed.  He  had  late- 
ly commanded  the  army,  and  taken  his  feat  upon 
the  throne  by  his  father’s  fide-  in  1686.  Thefe 
were  fo,many  fteps  towards  royalty;  but  there  yet 
remained  one,  which  was  more  delicate  and  more 
' . _ deciflve 
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decifivd  than  all.  He  had  as  yet  been  feated  upon  y 
the  throne,  only  in  an  affembly  of  the  Senate,  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  nation  afienibled  by  its  re- 
prelentatives : the  point  now  in  queftion  was,  to 
afcend  it  in  the  moft  public  manner  j and  the  King, 
who  earneftly  defired  it,  lent  his  hand  to  help  him 
up.  in  abfplute  governments,  where  the  King  a&s 
contcary  to  the  law,  the  grandees  are  filent,  be- 
caule  they  have  everything,  even  their  liberty  it- 
felf,  to  lofe : hut  in  Poland,  they  fpeak  out,  be- 
caufe  the  Prince  can  take  nothing. from  them. 

The  King,  however,  had  no  reafon  to  expedt 
the  oppofition  on  that  quarter  from  whence  it  pro- 
ceeded. He  had  loaded  the  Sapieha’s  with  riches, 
honours,  and  power ; and  it  was  they  who  thought 
themfelves  obliged  to  prefer  the  conftitution  of 
their  country  to  private  gratitude.  They  called 
to  their  affiilance  the  Minifters  of  the  Emperor 
and  the  Czar,  without  forgetting  the  Nuncio  from 
Rome : a perfon,  whofe  authority  in  Poland  is  a 
furprize  to  other  nations  being  allowed  a jurif- 
diftion  and  a tribunal  in  a republic,  whofe  haughty 
fpirit  is  always  oppofing  its  Kings. 

The.  union  that  was  formed  agaioft  the  projects 
of  ibe  court  gained  daily  new  partifans.  The  cry  . 
was,  that  the  laws  were  no  longer  refpedted ; that  ait 
attempt  was  made  to.  unpole  a King  upon  the  natiop, 
without  its  confent ; whereas  it  could  not,  even  itfelf, 
difpofe  of  the  throne,  till  it  Usould  become  vacant  : 
and  menaces  were  thrown  out  of  di Solving  the 
diet,  and  talcing  vigorous-  meafures  to  fecure  the 
rights  of  the  nation,  if  Prince  James  did  not  im- 
mediately leave  Lithuania.  A hard  necefiity  ■ this 
for  the  ion  of  a King,  to.  whom  Poland  was  io 
much  indebted  1 When  the  Great  are  thus  obliged 
to  fobmit  to  the  will  of  the  people,  they  endeavour,  . 
at  leaft,  to  find  out  feme  fpecious  pretext  to  pal- 
liate their  weaknefe • Prince  James  found  himfelf 
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ly*  l6*s-  ftrongly  inclined  to  pay  his  devotions  at  a celebrated 
monaftery,  called  the  Mount  of  Pazzi,  and  todtunt 
in  ’ the  neighbourhood  of  Wilna ; and  it  happened 
fortunately  that  his  purfuit  of  the’ game  carried 
him  out  of  Lithuania.  • 

This  aft,  of  complaifance  reftored  tranquillity- to 
the  diet,  and  its  deliberations  were  beginning  to 
grow  favourable  to  the  court  y but  the  Queen, 
who  was  highly  piqued  at  the  affront  put  upon 
her  fon,  was  carrying  on  an  intrigue  to  difiol ve 
the  afiembly.  The  agent  fhe  made  ufe  of  was 
Dotybrojki , a man  of  a bold  front,  ftrong  lungs, 
and  turbulent  eloquence,  who  by  his  clamours,  ,and 
his  veto,  incapacitated  the  tribunal  of  the  nation 
to  proceed  upon  public  bufinefs.  The:  Queen’s 
venturing  fo  far,  was  owing  to  the  afcendant  which 
the  King  had  fuffered  her  to  aflame* 

The  King,  who  was  not  in  the  fecret,  and  who 
intended  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  nation  upon 
matters  of  great  importance  relating  to  the  ap- 
' proaching  campaign,  attempted  to  remedy  the  evil, 
by  fummoning  all  the  members  of  the  firft  order  of 
the  ftate,  to  a Senatorial  aflembly ; but  the.fpirit 
of  difcord  was  gone  forth,  arid  difturbed  all  his 
meafures.  The  new  Cardinal  Radziowfki  was  the 
„ firft  rock  of  offence.  He  was  a Senator  by  virtue 
of  his  Epifcopal  cha rafter,  and’  as  fuch,  no  one 
difputed  his  right  to  a feat  in  the  Senate  $ but  he 
. was  alfo  a Cardinal,  and  upon  this  footing  claimed 
the  firft  place.  By  the  laws  of  Poland,  no  rank 
or  precedence  is  allowed  to  the  Roman  purple;  and 
for  this  reafon,  there  had  hitherto  been  only  three 
Cardinals  in  that  kingdom  ; O/ius,  Radziwil , and 
Prince  Cafimr,'  before  he  came  to  the  crown.  The 
Poles  had  avoided  a rupture  with  them  as  well  as 
they  could;  but  the  generality  of  the  nation  en- 
tertained the  fame  fentiments  with  the  Greeks,  in 
the  time  of  the  laft  Emperor  of  Conftantinopk  : 

We 
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We  bad . rather , faid  they,  fee  the  turban  beres  Y> 
than  the  Car  dinars  hat.  Radziowfki  was  embar- 
rafiedwith  his  dignity  from  the  very  day  that,  he 
received  it,  and  ftudioufly  avoided  both  the  Court 
and  the  Senate ; the  former,  becaufe,  according  to 
the  maxims  of  Rome,  he  muft  have  claimed  pre- 
cedence before  the  royal  family  * and  the  latter, 
becaufe  the  Bilhops,  his  brethren,  would  make  him 
no  conceffions.  There  was  only  one  event,  which 
could  put  an  end  to  all  difficulties,  by  uniting  the 
primacy  with  the  purple ; and  the  death  of  the 
Archbiffiop  of  Gnefna  fell  out  in  a lucky  feafon. 
By  the  favour  of  the  King,  Radziowfki  was  advan- 
ced to  that  exalted  poft,  and  became  a ftriking  ex- 
ample of  the  power  of  fortune.  His  mother  indeed 
was  a Sobiefki  •,  but  when  he  ftudied  at  Paris,  he 
was  obliged  to  live  in  a manner  that  ill  became  his 
birth.  He  was  now,  next  to  the  King, . the  firft 
perfori  in  the  republic,  and  little  imagined,  that  his 
right  of  precedence  in  the  Senate  would  be  .dis- 
puted ; but  the  Bilhops  made  it  an  objection,  that 
he  had  not  yet  received  his  bulls  of  inveftiture  from 
Rome.  This  new  difficulty  was  the  more  puz- 
zling, as  it  was  unforeieen ; but  after  much  heat 
and  many  debates,  the  Biffiop  of  Cracow  convin- 
ced his  brethren^  that  the  Pope’s  bulls  related  en- 
tirely to  fpiritual  functions  ; and  Radziowfki  took 
his  feat,  muth  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  the  King, 
who  expected  great  affiftance  from  him  in  the  pre- 
fent  junfture.  But  the  Primate,  whofe  conduct 
was  always  dark  and  artful,  fecretly  thwarted  his 
defigns ; and  befides,  the  minds  of  the  members 
were  fo  exafperated,  that  he  could  not  have  been 
of  much  ufe. 

Inftead  of  deliberating  upon  the  means  of  con- 
tinuing the  war  with  greater  vigour,  or  making  an 
advantageous'  peace  ; the  firft  perfons  that  fpoke, 
dwelt  entirely  upon  the  preemption  of  Prince 
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James,  the  influence  of  the  Queeft  in  pdbKt  af- 
fairs, the  Fufpicious  fefidenefe  of  the  MArcjuiS  cle 
Bethune  in  Poland,  the  intrigue  of  Ffarite,die 
inutility  of  lb  tnany  expeditibns  agaidft  theTufks; 
and  the  difgraee  of  leaving  Kfiririnftfclcany  longer 
in  their  power.  Their  cdmpIdtHti,  however*  were 
expreffed  at  Ifeaft  in  fefptSfiil  tfermi  bat  the  P&- 
latine  of  Siradia,  d creature*  arid  eltfen  a petill&her 
of  the  King’s,  declaimed  againft  his  benefoflbr  in 
the  molt  outrageous  manner*  find  Called  him*  td 
his  face,  an  infringer  of  the  Ifiws,  an  oppri£flbf  of 
the  people*  arid  Bn  enemy  td  fn$  cduritry  (a).  Ex- 
amples Of  this  fort-  are  enough  to  deter  tfttStf  ftettn 
beneficence;  bat  great  minds  find  a pleiiffire  iii 
fumbhing  hrtea  with  opportunities  of  being  Ohgntft* 
ful. 

The  King  had  learnt,  from  his  difpure  with  Pint, 
in  the  diet  Of  1685;  that  thObgh  a fubjeft  forgets 
hiS  duty,  d King;  who  is  the  image  Of  God;  Ought 
to  corhmdnd  his  temper  i find  therefore  be  relied 
to  all  theft  fiefcufatidns*  as  if  they  had  not  con- 
cerned hirnfelf;  He  made  a diftiniSKdri  between 
the  language  of  paffion,  and  what  had  feme  apptfif- 
fince  Of  reafon.  He  did  riot  pretend  to  hfive  been 
'exempt  from  all  faults  ; arid  defended  hirrifelf  With 
that  dignity  and  moderation  which  eOnfounds  the 
efforts  of  calumny,  arid  diminifhes  real  faults.  The 
only  reVerige  he  took  of  the  violent  Palatine,  was 
not  doing  him  the  honour  to  addfefs  his  difcdurffe 
to  him,  but  to  the  nation  in  general.  He  had  made 
fio  preparation  for  this  apology ; bat  having  formed 
fin  habit  of  fpeaking  in  public,  and  being  tho- 
roughly acquainted  With  affairs  of  ffiate,  he  Could  fit 
any  time  difpenfe  with  the  ceremony  Of  delivering 
his  fentiments  by  his  GhanceHor,  and  %eak,  as  the 
Foies  call  it, -ex  Throat. 

(a)  Zaltifki,  tttn.  ii.  pages  to§gi  aiid  1690. 
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Whilt  this  paffed  ill  the  Senate,  there  was  handed  ■ 
SbbUt,  ih  Grodno*  a fatire  againft  the  King  and  the 
Queen*  of  fo  fcandalous  a nature,  that  the  memoirs 
<K  that  time  have  not  tranfmkted  it  to  pofterity* 
A clergyman  alfo,  who  was  preaching  Upon  the 
fubjeCl:  of  confeflion,  had  the  audacioufnefs  to  fay, 
hi  the  Queen’s  prefence,  that  Kings  confeffed  only 
final!  Jins , and  faid  nothing  of  great  ; that  it  was 
will  known , there  Was  a Prince  in  the  world , who 
thought  it  no  crime  to  fell  offices  of  ftate , and  fit 
Jaerifice  hie  country  to  his  blind  complaifance  for  d 
wife.  The  preacher*  whofe  erithufiaftic  zeal  of- 
fended even  thofe  who  agreed  with  him  in  opinion, 
got  off  for  Only  making  a recantation,  in  the  fame 
pulpit  where  the  offence  was  given  ; and  the  libel 
Was  condemned  to  the  flames,  without  any  enquiry 
after  the  author  (a). 

In  the  tnidft  of  this  fcene  of  diftraCtion,  the  King 
could  not  help  feeing  that  the  Queen  alienated 
from  him  the  affections  of  many  of  his'  fubjeCts, 
and  therefore  Tent  her  away  ; ljut  without  any  di- 
minution of  his  tendernefs.  She  fet  out  for  War* 
faw  with  great  reluctance,  and  full  of  refentment 
againft  thofe  whom  the  fufpe&ed  of  giving  the  King 
this  advice. 

He  himfelf,  when  he  had  calmed  the  minds  of 
the  Senators  as  much  as  pofliWe,  propofed  to  their 
eonfideration  the  maintenance  of  the  war,  and  got 
a fubfidy  to  be  afligned  for  that  purpofe,  but  far 
fhort  of  what  was  necefiary.  He  put  an  end  tor 
the  afiembly  of  the  Senate,  by  protefting,  that, 
notwithftanding  the  mortifications  they  had  given 
him,  he  would  not  dsfert  the  republic;  that  the 
weaknefs  of  his  health  fhOuld  not  hinder  him  from 
commanding  the  army ; and  that  death  would  be  - 
welcome  to  him,  if  he  left  Poland  victorious  and 

(a)  Z.Ju&i,  tom.  if.,  pages  1059  and  1060, 
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y.  i6s*.  happy.  He  mutt  needs  have  been  highly  offended 
with  the  Sapieha’s ; and  yet  he  honoured  with  his 
prefence  the  funeral  of  one  of  the  brothers,  who 
was  Matter  of  the  Horfe  of  Lithuania.  The  Poles 
difplay  as  much  magnificence  in  their  funerals  as  in 
their  diets.  The  expence  the  Sapieha’s  were  at  in 
mere  pageantry,  and  in  purchafing  prayers  for  the 
foul  of  the  deceafed,  would  have  fupplied  the  nu- 
merous retinue  of  gentlemen  in  their  brother’s  fer- 
vice,  with  bread.  The  ceremony  and  the  fbrrow 
ended  together  with  a great  entertainment,,  where 
all  the  company  got  drunk,  according  to  cftablifhed 
cuftom.  • 

At  the  fame  time,  a fcene  of  a more  joyful 
fort  was  preparing  for  the  King  at  Wilna,  the  car- 
pital  of  Lithuania  j a city,  which,  having  never 
feen  its  fovereign,  was  impatient  to  pay  him  its 
homage.  The  people  took  no  part  in  thefe  quar- 
rels of  ftate  ; they  were  attentive  only  to  the  glory, 
and  the  benevolent  difpofition  of  their  fovereign  j 
and  left  it  to  the  grandees  to  criticize  his  faults.  He 
was  received  upon  the  road,  and  in  that  great  city, 
with  thbfe  acclamations,  and  figns  of  joy  which  are 
never  extorted  from  a free  people  againft  their 
will. 

From  Wilna  he  repaired  to  Warfaw,  where  the 
Queen  was  impatient  to  fee  him,  as  much  for  the 
pleafure  of  (haring  with  him  in  the  government, 
as  for  the  love  fhe  bore  him.#  She  prevailed  upon 
him  to  fubmit  to  a courfe  of  phyfic,  before  he  took 
up  arms*  and  to  concert  meafures  for  marrying 
Prince  James  to  a widow,  whole;  immenfe  pofief- 
fions  were  coveted  all  over  , Europe.  This  widow 
was  the  heirefs  of  the  houfe  of  Radziwil,  the  fame 
that  Prince  James  would  have  married  once  before, 
in  the  year  1680,  and  whom  he  loft  by  means  of 
the  Elector  of  Brandenburg,  who  procured  her 
for  his  fon,  Prince  Lewis.  The  young  hulband 

did 
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did  not  long  enjoy  his  acquifition ; and  the  court  Y* lfi88* 
of  Poland  negotiated  at  Berlin  to  get  pofiefiion  of 
the  widow,  with  greater  hopes  of  fuccefs  than  ever. 

The  treaty  was  already  far  advanced,  and  the  Polilh 
Envoy  lent  word,  that  Prince  James’s  prefence  was 
neceflary  to  enfure  fuccels.  The  Prince  flew  to 
Berlin,  entered  the  town  incognito,  and  had  a con- 
ference with  the  French  Miniiter,  who  was  ordered 
by  his  mafter  to  promote  the  match,  with  a view 
to  take  off  King  John  from  the  interefts  of  the 
houie  of  Auftria.  He  had  a private  interview 
with  the  young  widow,  and  got  from  her  a formal 
promife  to  marry  him  in  eight  months,  (by  which 
time  her  mourning  would  be  out,)  upon  pain  of  for- 
feiting all  her  fortune.  The  marriage- prefents  were 
given  and  received  on  each  fide,  and  the  Prince 
fet  out  for  Warfaw,  perfectly  fatisned  with  his  fuc- 
cefs. In  confequence  of  this  match,  he  would  be 
in  pofiefiion  of  four  duchies  in  the  heart  of  Poland, 
acquire  great  perfonal  weight,  and  be  a confiderable 
ftep  nearer  to  the  throne. 

.The  news  of  the  Prince’s  fuccefs  was  received 
with  great  joy  by  the  court  of  Warfaw,  . and  parti- 
cularly by  the  King,  who  loved  his  fbn  tenderly,  and 
flood  in  great  need  of  laying  his  heart  open  to  the 
imprefiions  of  joy.  But  it  was  only  a tranfitory 
gleam,  which  was  foon  followed  by  grief.  While 
Prince  James  was  returning  home  with  his  promife* 
a more  fortunate  aival  actually  married  the  Lady 
at  Berlin.  The  Hufband  was  Prince  Charles  of 
Newburg,  third  fon  to  the  Eledtor  Palatine,  and 
brother  to  the  Emprefs.  The  Elector  of  Branden- 
burg, to  whom  Leopold  held  out  the  alluring  ob- 
ject of  a regal  crown,  favoured  this  adt  of  treache- 
ry, if  the  ill  offices  which  the  maxims  of  politics 
have  fandified  in  the  morality  of  fovereigns,  can 
be  called  by  that  name.  It  was  ftill  the  Emperor 
E « Leopold' 
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y.  i68*.  Leopold  who  thwarted  all  the  views  of  his  ally,  tha 
King  of  Poland.  . 

• This  mortifying  blow  was  received  by  the  court 
of  Poland  with  all  the  tranfports  of  grief  and.-  re- 
venge.. While  the  furprize  was  yet  recent,,  the 
Marquis  of  Arquien,  who  had  quitted  France  with- 
out lofing  the  vivacity  of  a Frenchman,, propofed 
lending  the  infulted  Prince  toi  Hamburg,  with  his 
uncle  the  Count  de  Maligny,  and  a third  champion 
to  challenge  the  fuccefsful  rival.  The  Prince  te- 
lifhed  this  expedient:  but  the  King  confidering* 
that,  if  his  fon  fhould  fall, ' it  would  be  a greater 
lofs  than  he  had  already,  fuftained,  and  that  in  cafe 
of  his  being  vidoriousv  it  was. very  uncertain;  whe» 
ther  the  Princefs  would  marry  the  murderer  of  her 
- hufband,  prevented  its  being  put  in. execution.  If 
John  had  been  matter  of.  a force  equal  to  that  of 
Leopold  or(Lewis  XIV.  he  would  not  have  been 
affronted  with  impunity  in  the  perfon  of  his  fbn. 
As  things  were,  he  fubmitted  to  the  only  expedi? 
ent  he  had  left,  and  aded  as  his  Weaknefs, . and:  in? 
deed  reafon  itfelf,  required. . He  confuted  the  Polifh 
Lawyers  concerning  the  promife  given  by-thefaithlefo 
Princefs,  and  the  penalty  to  which  fhe  had  fubjeded 
herfelf.  They  were  of  opinion  that  the  King  had 
a right  to  confifcate  all  her  eftates  j but  fuch  a 
fentence  could  be  pronounced  only  by  the  tribunal 
of  the  nation  affembied  in. a, general  diet  j and  the 
nation  was,  at  this  jundure,  N^holly  intent  upon 
war.  The  negotiation,  of  Berlin,  and  die  weak 
Hate  of  the  King’s  health,  put  off,  dll  the  moatk 
ef  Auguft,  the  opening  of  the  campaign, . which 
was  attended  with  no  fuccefs.  ... ",  , 

The  King  could  not  quit  his  deiigo6  upon  thflf 
two  crowns  of  Moldavia,  and  Walachia,  which  b« 
hoped:  to  leave  to  his. family,  if  that  of  Poland 
ihould  pals  into  other  hands.  He.  vn&.  fo  muclt 
' tekep  up  with  this  great  objed  as  to  forget  Ka-r 
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minieckv  and  therefore  the  Poles  continued  their  Y 
murmurs.  • They  marched,  however,  under,  his 
flandards,  induced  more  by  the  refpeft  which  is 
due  to  heroic  qualities,  than'  by  a convidtion  thac 
it  was  for  the  intereft  of  their  country.  fje  led 
the  army,  as  in  1686,  through  Pokrulia  and  the 
Bucovine.  When  he  came  to  Perefita,'  wheje  he 
had  left  troops  and  workmen,  he  faw  tire  ruins  of 
that  deferted  town,  changed  into  houfes,  the  neigh- 
bouring villages  repeopled,  and  the  lands  culti- 
vated : and  this  was  the  only  fatisfadion  he  en- 
joyed in- the  whole  expedition.  He  haded  to  crofs 
the  Pruth,  in  order  to  make  fure  of  Walachia, 
from  which  he  had  hitherto  received  nothing  but 
vague  exprelfions  of  fubmifiion,  extorted  by  fear 
Only.  Though  he  had  as  yet  neither  eftablilhed 
polls,  nor  quartered  troops  in  that  country,  as  he 
bad  done  in  part  of  Moldavia,  he  looked  upon  it 
as  an  eafy  conqueft. 

But  -an  event,  quite  contrary  to  the  long  drought 
which  had  lb  much  incommoded  his  army  iq 
1686,  threw  him  into  ftill  greater  difficulties.  There 
fell  fo  violent  and  continual  a rain,  that  in  a few 
days  the  brooks  were  changed  into  torrents,  the 
ftreams  into  rivers,  and  the  whole  country  into  a 
vaft  (lough.  The  army,  however,  crawled  on  as 
as  far  as  the  river  Cbocava , which  they  palled  with 
incredible  difficulty.  But  wheo  they  came  to  the 
Seret,  it  was  impofiible  to  attempt  to  pafs  it.  They 
wandered  about  upon  its  banks,  changing  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  camp  every  day,  in  order  to  avoid 
linking  in  the  mire,  and  to  divert  the  foldiers  from 
attending  too  much  to  the  hardfhips  they  fuffered. 
Six  weeks  were  thus  loft  by  means  of  the  inunda- 
tion ; and  there  appeared  no  hopes  of  its  ceafing. 
The  Turks  and  the  Tartars  laid,  that  heaven  un- 
dertook their  defence,  and  they,  never  made  their 
appearance.  The  army,  being'  defeated  by  the  ele- 
E c a ments, 
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v.  1 688.  merits,  marched  back  towards  Poland,  having  loft 
a greater  number  of  horfes,  and  more  baggage, 
than  If  it  had  met  the  enemy.  The ‘heavy  ar- 
tillery was  buried  in  the  Bucovine,  in  order  to'  be 
dug  up  again  at  a convenient  feafon.  - 

But  it  was  not  in  Poland  only  that  the  Chrlftiah 
2rms  were  unfortunate  : the  fame  want  of  fucceft 
. attended  them  in  other  parts.  The  Mufcovices 
had  reftlmed  their  defign  upon  the  Crim  ; and  Gal- 
ficztn,  who  had  failed  in  his  former  attempt,  again 
commanded  the  expedition.  Precop  was  befieged 
by  an  army  of  two  hundred  thoufand  men,  who 
attacked  it  with  fourteen  hundred  pieces  of  cannon. 
The  Tartars  gave  all  up  for  loft,  but  the  Cham 
did  not  defpair.  The  brave  Selim-Gerai,  whom  the 
Turks  had  depofed  after  the  battle  of  Vienna,  was 
reftored  to  his  throne,  out  of  refpedl  to  his  fupe- 
rior  abilities.  He  amufed  the  Ruffian  General,  by 
propofing  an  accommodation,  as  a means  to  pre- 
vent the  effufion  of  blood  ; and  difputed  the  terms 
like  one  refolved  to  furrender,  and  aiming  only  to 
alleviate-  the  weight  of  his  ill  fortune.  While  the 
conferences  were  carrying  On,  fan  interval  often 
•fatal  to  the  ftrongeft  party)  the  Cham  was  daily 
growing  ftronger  from  behind,  and  Galliczin  weak- 
er by  confuming  his  provifions  •,  nor  did  he  per- 
ceive the  fnare  that  was  laid  for  him,  till  it  was.ne- 
ceflary  to  decamp  in  fearch  of  food  j and  as.  he  re- 
, treated, J the  Cham  cut  in  pieces  his  tear-guard. 

> Thus  the  Tartars  were  faved  by  the  addrefs  and 

courage  of  their  chiefs  without  humblitigthe  fpi- 
rit'  of  the  Mufcovites  : for  Galliczin  had  nofooner 
regained  the  banks  of  the  Samara,  after  a march 
of  three  weeks,  than  he  difpatched  couriers  to  Mof- 
cow  arid  Warfaw,  with  advices  that  he  had  beat 
the  Tartars i and  purfued  them  beyond  Precap. 

„ The  two  capitals  made  public  rejoicings,  when 
they  ought  to  have  put  on  mourning ; and  the  Ge- 
neral, 
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rie'ral,  before  ‘ he  returned  home,  received  compli- 
ments from  the  Regppt,  and  ample  rewards  for 
his  army  j a practice  common  enough  in  the  Ruf 
fian  empire,  except  ip  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great.  . 

The  Venetians  laid  fiege  to  Negropoiit,  ancient? 
ly  called  Chalcis,  in  Euboea.  This  Ifland,  the 
fined  in  all  the  Archipelago,  was  taken  from  them 
by  the  irrefiftible  Mahomet  II.  Morofini  was  ani- 
mated by  the  recollection  of  the  calamities  that  his 
countrymen  differed  at  the  time  of  this  lofs  l his 
imagination  was  full  of  the  ideas  of  the.brave  Eriz- 
zo  fa  wed  in  two,  his  daughter  (tabbed  in  defend- 
ing her  virtue,  and  all  the  inhabitants,  of  both 
(exes,  above  the  age  of  twenty,  devoted  to  death. 
He  hoped  to  avenge  fo  much  barbarity  and  murder, 
and  to  reftore  to  his  country  a part  of  its  ancient 
dominions.  His  efforts  were  amazingly  great ; 
but  the  refiftance  of  the  Turks  was  (till  greater ;; 
and  his  attempt  mifearried.  ' I 

Of  all  the  powers  engaged  in  this  war,  none 
had  any  fuccefs  but  the  Emperor  Leopold,  who, 
without  (birring  from  his  cabinet,  purfued  the  Turks 
from  one  lofs  to  another.  The  new,  Sultan,  So- 
Jiman  III.  was  no.  formidable  enemy.  He  had 
.been  forty  years  in  prifon,  (tudying  the  Alcoran, 
and  was  unrivalled  in  the  praCtice  of  religious  ex- 
ercifes.  The  zealots  efteemed  him  much  •,  the  Di- 
van little ; and  the  foldiery  not  at  all . He  had  the 
merit,  however,  of  knowing  his  own  weaknefs ; 
arid  therefore  made  Leopold  the  ipoft  advantageous 
offers  by  his  Ambaffador  Mauro  Cordato,  a phyfi- 
cian  of  Padua,  whofe  firft  maxim  in  negotiation, 
was  that  frying. of  the  Poet  Saadi  -,  that  a lie  which 
gains  the  point , is  better  than  truth  which  mijfes 
it.  -But  his  maxim,  if  he  made  ufe  of  it  uppn 
this  occafion,  did  not  fucceed ; for  Leopold  re- 
jected all  the  offers  he  made  with  his  ufual 
Eaughtinefs,  which  was  (till-  encreafed  by  profpe- 
- E e 3 rity. 
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y.  i68S.  rity.  He  was  no  greater  a warrior  than  Solirnan  •, 
but 'with  a profound  (kill  in  politics,  and  .great 
firmnefs  of  mind,  he  found  Generals  in  all  the 
Princes  of  Europe.  He  now  transferred  his  fa- 
vour from  the  Duke-  of'  Lorrain  to  the  young 
Elector  of  Bavaria,  whom  he  had  lately  made  his, 
fon  in-law,  and  entrufted' him  with  the  command 
of  the  army,  and  the  fiege  of  the  important  town 
of  Belgrade,  which  was  taken  by  ftofm  before  the 
Vifir’s  face.  _ /’ 

Leopold  was  juft  upon  the  point  of  driving 
. the  Turks  out  of  Europe-,  but  he  undertook  too 

much  at  once,  by  entering  into  the  famous  league 
of  Augfburg  againft  Lewis  XI V.  which  divided 
■ his  attention  and  his  forces.  This  new  league 
placed  Innocent  XI.  in  a Very  lingular  fituation  : 
for  he  gave  his  benediction  equally  to  the  attack  that 
was  made  upon  the  Turks,  and  that  which  was  pre- 
paring to  be^  made  upon  the  Mod  Chriftian  King. 
His  fortune  was  fuch  as  muft  needs  have  aftonilhed 
himfelf:  he  was  the  fon  of  a banker  pf  Milan, 
and  c.ame  to  be  able  to  affift  the  empire  of  Poland 
againft  the  Turks  with  his  money,  and  the  Vene- 
tians with  his  gallies.  pie  was  infulted  indeed  in 
Rome  itfelf  by  Lewis  XIV.  but  it  was  not  till  af- 
ter he  had  firft  had  the  courage  to  affront  him. 

The  King  of  France,  on  his  fide,  laboured  more 
than  ever,  to  break  the  connection  between  the 
* Emperor  and  the  King  of  Poland,  while  tlae  latter 
imagined  he  had  a reaicm  for  adhering  to  it  with 
more  firmnefs  than  before.  The  taking  of  Bel- 
grade had  given  the  alarm  to  Walachia,  and  in- 
duced it  to  put  itfelf  under  the  protection  of  the 
Emperor and  John  hoped  that  the  Emperor  would 
give  it  up  to  him,  according  to  a fecret  treaty 
between  them.  By  this  event,  tire  objeCt  of  his 
late  unfuccefsful  campaign  would  be  happily  ob-  i 
' . • 1 taipetj: 
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trained  : but  the  Emperor  only  held  out  Wala-  l6®*’ 
cilia  to  his  view,  without  any  defign  of  giving  it. 

The  King  of  Poland,  in  his  prefent  iituation, 
cannot  but  excite  compafilon,  as  a Prince,  who, 
with  great  qualities  and  little  power,  is  made  the 
fport  of  a fuperior  potentate.  He  was  deftined  to 
be  fo  in  more  ways  than  one,  as  he  experienced 
in  the  diet,  of  which  I come  now  to  give  an  ac- 
count. 

The  kingdom  gr^w  weary  of  a ruinous  league*  y.  i6Sg. 
of  which  Vienna  reaped  all  the  profit  5 and  was  in-  - 
dined  to  make  a feparate  peace  with  the  Turks. 

An  Envoy  from  the  Cham  of  Tartary  came  to 
offer  that  Prince’s  mediation,  with  very  advantage- 
ous conditions.  The  Emperor  was  highly  averfe 
to  this  feparate  treaty  •,  and  the  King  did  not  much' 
relifh  it,  for  the  teafons  above  mentioned.  But 
Leopold  apprehended  that  the  republic  would  get 
the  better  of  its  Sovereign. 

Another  point  which  was  to  be  difcufied  in  the 
diet,  gave  him  alfo  fome  concern,  and  this  was. 
the  propofed  confifcation  pf  the  Princefs  of  New- 
burg’s  vaft  eftate  to  Prince  James’s  ufe.  He 
was  diipleafed  to  think  that  his  brother  in-law,  the 
Prince  of  Newburg,  fhould  marry  the  heireis  of 
the  houfe  of  Radziwil,-  and  be  deprived  of  all  her 
fortune. 

To  avoid  thefe  inconveniences,  there  was  only 
one  method  to  be  taken,  which  was  to  get  the 
diet  diffolved,  as  foon  as  it  thwarted  his  views  * 
and  this  method  he  took.  He  prevailed  upon,  the 
Elector  of  Brandenburg,  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  ' 
to  court  him  in  order  to  be  made  a King,  and 
whole  money  made  him  powerful  at  Warfaw,  to 
enter  into  his  fcheme.  He  gained  over  tp  his  in- 
tereft  the  Sapieha’s,  who  had  great  influence  in  the 
Senate,  and  the  Equeftrian  order ; and  when  things 
yyere  thus  fet  in  order,  the  diet  was  opened. 

- E e 4 ’The 
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y.  16S9.  The  debates  turned  at  fird  upon  Prince  Jana&esV 
claim.  The  lawyers  had  given  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  the  ‘ Princefs’s  *fortune  was  forfeited  to  him,  . • 
by  he't  having  broke  her  promile * and  that  the  pev  • 
nalty  was  juftly  inciirred,  becaufe  (he  had  fubjefted  . 
herfelf  to  it  by  a voluntary  aft.  In  reply  to  thefe  ; : 
arguments,  the  contrary  party  offered  reafons,  which  / 
at  lead  made  the  point  doubtful.  lliere  were  others, 
who,  affefting  to  ftand  neuter,  (though  this  was  . 
far  from  their  intention)  cried  out,  that -it  was  not 
a time  to  mind  the  intereds  of  the  royal  family* 
when  the  republic  had  fuch  important  bufinefs  of 
her  own  to  attend  to.  The  proper  queftion  to 
be  debated,  was,  Whether  they  Jkcu'd  accept  the  fe- 
parate  peace  that  was  offered  them  by  the  T urks , or 
continue  the  war  with  redoubled  vigour  ? Some  were 
eager- for  peace,  arid  others  as  earned  for  war. 
The  King  himfelf  agreed  in  opinion  with  thefe  lad: 
but  the  attention  of  the  affembly  was  taken  off  from 
this  fubjeft  by  the  diffusion  of  another  point  that 
was  darted.  ' He  was  reproached  with  the  treaty 
made  in  1686,  with  Mufcovy,  by  which  he  ceded 
to  that  crown  two  cities,  a Palatinate  and  a duchy. 
This  exchange  of  certain  pofleffions  in  lieu  of  un- 
certain advantages,  had  been  made  with  the  con- 
lent  of  the  Senate  only  : and  it  being  nccefiary  that 
the  diet  lhould  ratify  it,  it  was  now  debated,  whe- 
ther it  ought  do  fb,  againd  the  public  intered  (a).  t 
This  objeftion  to  the  King’s  conduft  was  ioon  -) 
lucceeded  by  another.  The  Queen  was  always  fup- 
pofed  to  have  put  him  upon  every  meafure  that--', 
was  difagreeable  ro  the  republic.:  and  Raphael  Lefc- 
zinlki,  Palatine  of  Pofnania,  a marl  refpeftable  for 
his  own  merit  (b),  and  dill  more  lo  for  being 
’ ■ ’ , " , ■ . ; ‘ the; 

•(a)  Zalufid,  tom.  ii.  p.  1135;,  ■ 

(b)  His  perfonal  abilities,  iuppofted  by.  the  fplemiar  of  his 
oiirb,  raifed  him  to  the  highcit  offices’  of  the  republic.'  He 

was 
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the  father;  of  a Prince  who  has  .been  long  regret- 
ted by  Ppland,  and  is  now  adored  by  Lorrain, 
was  not  afraid  to  difpleafe  the  court  in  order  to. 
ferve  his  country.  He  knew  that  the  Queen  was 
caballing  bufily,  in  order  to  bring  on  again,  be- 
fore the  diet,  the  confifcation  of  the  Princefs  of. 
Newburg’s  fortune,  which  was  a queftion  produc- 
tive. of  nothing  but  eonfiifion.  He  therefore  aimed 
his  difcourfe  againft  her,  and  faid  nothing  of  the 
King.  **  She  was  exalted,  he  faid,  above  the  reft 
“ of  her  fex  in  fpirit  and  abilities;  but  a mere 
“ woman  in  intrigue  and  artifice.  Of  what  ufe 
“ added  he,  is  fuperior  lenfe,  if  it  be  employed 
“ only  to  foment  dilcord  among  all  the  orders  of 
“ the  ftate  ? She  complains  frequently  of  the  ba^- 
“ nefs  of  her  health;  we  commiferate  her  cafe  ; but 
“ Ihe  is  indebted  for  it  to  her.  too  great  applica- 
“ tion  to  affairs  of  ftate,  which  the  public  will 
“ readily  excufe  her,  for  not  meddling  with  at  all.” 
The  Queen  had  lately  loft  a female  confident,  whole 
death  gave  great  joy  to  the  city,  and  even  to  the  . 
court.  The  Palatine  was  very  fevere  upon  her 
memory,  and  took  occafion  to  make  it  a frdh  > 
matter  of  objection  to  the  Queen  (a).  It  would 
have  been  much  lefs  dangerous  to  offend  the  King 
than  the  Queen,  who  declared  openly  that  Ihe  dif- 
liked  all  fpeakers  of  truth  ; but  in  Poland  the  laws 
protect  the  fubjeds  from  the  indignation  of  their 
lovereign.  , a , 

In  this  manner,  the  fefiions  of  the  diet  paffed 
away  in  quick  tranfitions  from  one  fubjed  to  an- 
other, without  coming  to  any  decifion.  Thefe 

was  Marfhal  of  the  diet  that  made  the  league  againft  the 
Turks,  in  1683,  Ambaftador  at  Conftantinople,  Grand-Trea- 
furer,  and  General  of  Great  Poland.  He  married  a daughter 
of  the  Grand-General  Jablonowfki,  by  whom  he  was  the  fa- 
ther of  King  Staniflas. 

(a)  Zalufkj,  tom.' ii.  p.  1104,  and  1147. 
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public  dilfentions  were  the  occafion  alfo  of  private 
quarrels;  Count  Vielpoliki  challenged  the  Stand- 
ard-Bearer of  Cracow,  who  refufed  to  fight,  not 
for  want  of  courage,  or  out  of  refpeft  for  the  laws  . 
of  God  or  man  ; but  becatife  it  happened  to  be  Sa-' 
tUrday,  a day  which  is  held  peculiarly  facred  in  the 
fyltem  ofPolifh  devotion.  ’ 

- In  the  mean  time,  the  diet  continued  fitting,  but 
without  any  regular^  difpatch  of  bulinefs.  They- 
had  refufed  to  hear  the  King  upon  the  fobjedt  of 
his  family- concerns : and  he  and  all  the  orders  of; 
the  Hate  were  now  obliged  to  lend  an  ear  to  a 
private  quarrel  between  two  Bilhops.  'Calimir  Opa-, 
linfki,  Bilhop  of  Culm,  who  was  one  of  them,' 
.made  a long  and  abfurd  harangue ; and  pretending 
that  the  Kirtg  was  prejudiced  againft  His  caufe,  ad- 
drefied  him  in  thefe  words;  either  ceafe  to  reign 
at  all , or  reign  with  juftice.  A 11  his  brethren,  and 
particularly  the  Cardinal  Primate,  iexprefled  imme- 
diately their  difapprobation  of  hU  behaviour.  Mac- 
?inlki,  Palatine  of  Beltz,  confounding  the  inno- 
cent with  the  guilty,  cried  out,  that  all  the  Bilhops"’ 
ought  to  be  expelled  the  Senate,  and  fent  to  Rome. 
One  of  them  anfwered,  “We  were  Polilh  noblemen 
“ before  we  were  Bilhops  : in  the  Former  capacity, 

“ we are  as  efientially  connected  with  Poland  as  you : 

“ in  the  latter,  we  are  your  pallors,  which  gives  us  ’ 
“ a new  title  to  refpeft.”  The  quarrel  quickly 
grew  warm,  and  would  have  proceeded  to  great  ex-  ‘ 
tremicies,  if  the  King,  forgettingfor  a moment  the 
affront  put  upon  himfelf,  had  not  interpofed  and 
Hopped  it.  But  the  faying  of  thle  Bilhop  of  Cultp 
was  (bill  a load  upon  his  mind.  He  required  that’ 
the  Prelate  Ihould  publickly  retraft  it,  and  alk  par- 
don, declaring  th&t  it  was  owing  to  a fudden  Hart 
ofpafiion,  and  thrown  out  without  refleftion.  Some 
pf  the  Senators  had  prevailed  upon  the  Bilhop  to  give 
the  King  this  latisfadlion,  but  many  more  dilfuaded 

him. 
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}um.  The  ingratitude  of  many  had  a greater  effect  Y-  l68*» 
uDon  John  than  the  infolence  of  one,  and  he  talked 
pf abdicating  tbe  throne,  as  there  was  little  pilea- 
furp  in  governing  a people  by  whom  he  was  not 
beloved  (a)r  But  this  thought,  wbkb  derived  its 
origin  from  his  prefent  chagrin,  fpon  vanilhed  •,  and 
the  Bifhop  of  Pofnania,  to  fufpend  tbefe  frequent  fkir- 
njifljes,  laid  jbefore  the , afiembl  y a treaty  of  commerce 
propofed  by  the  Dutch;  which  much  for  the  intereft 
of  Poland,  as  it  would  have  occafroned  a great  ex- 
portation of  grain,  which  is  one  of  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  advantages  that  can  happen  to  a corn-  coun-  - 

try.  It  has  lately  been  made  appear,  before  the 
Parliament  pf  England,  that  in  four  years  time, 
this  article,  alone  brought  into  the  kingdom  a hun- 
dred and  levepty  millions,  three  hundred  and  thirty 
tlpaiand  French  livres.  It  is  true  that  Poland  has 
no  marine ; but  the  Dutch  made  an  offer  of  theirs. 

The  Bifhop  of  Ppffianja  laid  before  them  all  thefe 
circum fiances  i hut-  their  minds  were  in  fuch  a fer- 
ment, that  they  inftantiy  hurried  away  to  other  .mas- 
ters. 

The  onjy  thing  that  feemed  to  fix  their  atten- 
tion, was  the  trial  of  Lyflnfki,  a nobleman  of  Li-  ' 
thuania..  He  had  been  educated  among  the  Jefuits, 
and  led  a ftudious  retired  bfe,  diftinguifhed  only 
by  afts  of  beneficence  and  humanity.  His  love 
of  religious  .truth  had  tempted  him  to  ridicule  fome 
of  the  Poliih  fuperftitions.  He  might  perhaps  have 
been  forgiven  this  fault,  if  he  had  not  been  pof- 
kflfd  of  a confiderable  fortune*,  which,  by  the  laws 
of, Poland,  was  to  be  divided  between  the  informer 
and  the  exchequer.  He  was  accufed  pf  atheifm 
by.  ope  Brzofka,  a man  in  public  office.  The. 
ftrongeft.  proof  that  could  be  produced  was  a note 
writ  by  Lyfinfki  in  a book  upon  the  exiftence  of 

(a)  Zalulki,  tom.  ii.  p.  1105. 

' Pod. 
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v.  1689.  God.  The  author  of  the  book  was1  a German,' 
who,  with  the  bell  intention  in  the  world,  of  prov- 
, ing  a truth  which  never  wanted  to  be  proved*  did 
in  fafit . fubvert  it!  Lyflnfki,  'obfervtng  that  t!,e 
feafoning  was  falfe,  writ  in'  the  margin,  ergo  non, 
eji  Deus,  therefore  there  is  no  God.  The  Polifli 
Bilhops,  fince  the  Primate’s  promotion  to  a Car- 
dinallhip.  Had  acquired  a'relifh  for  that  dignity, 
The  Bilhop  of  Pofnania  had  long  been  fteking  air 
opportunity  to  gain  the  good  graces  of  the  court 
of  Rome  j and  fancying  that  he  had  ndW  found  it,1 
undertook  to  fupport  the  accufation,’  arid  Contrived 
to  make  the  whole  affembly,  and  particularly  the 
bench  of  Bilhops,  enter  warmly  into  the  caufe! 
The  corifequence  was,  that  Lyfinlki,  after  urider- 
going  the  discipline  of  the  whip  from  the  hands  of 
a Bilhop,  and  being  protefted,  by  ablojution,  from 
punilhment  in  the  other  world,  was  burnt  in  this. 
The  fentence  of  condemnation'  was  exprefled  in 
Very  fingular  terms ; that  the  blalphemer  had  not 
only  denied  the  exiftence  of  God,  but  the  doftrine 
of  the  Trinity,  and  the  divine  maternity  of  the 
Virgin  Mary  (a).  There  were  few  centuries  that 
had  not  produced'  inftances  of  noblemen's  being 
guilty  of  riots,  rapes,  aflalfinations,  and  burning 
of  houfes } but  as' the  laws  of  Poland  do  not  Suf- 
fer a nobleman  to  be  arretted  before  he  is  con- 
demned, the  criminals  had  always  had  time  to  eP 
cape  the' punilhment.  Uporr  the  prefent  occafion, 
the  law  was  violated,  and  Lyfinfkr  arrfcfted  as ' Soon 
as  accufed.  When  the  fdrm  of  the  proceeding  was 
known  at  Rome,  that  court  difapproved  lb  inhu- 
man a fentence  ; and  the  King  reproached  himfelf 
more  than  once,  for  not  having  checked  . this  furious 
eruption  of  zeal:  ‘ p ’ ' ' ' * 

' • ’ ! \ ' - ’ - 

. '(b)  Zalutki,  tom.  ii.  p.  1 1 20.  - 
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. The  diet  had  now  been  affeinbled  three,  months, 
without  difpatching  any  buflnefs  but  this  ; and  no 
iponer  were  the  affairs  of  the  republic,  or  the  royal 
family,  brought,  again  upon  the  carpet,  than  the 
Imperial  faction  fpiriCed  up  the  Deputy  Sulko wiki 
to  proteft  and  leave  the  affemblyi  • The  diet  met 
again,  the  next  day,  and  fent  repeated  deputations  to 
Sylkowfki,  to  perfuade  him  to  return.  The  King 
himlelf  fent  after  him  to  the  houfe  of  Sapieha, 
Grand-General  of  Lithuania,  where  it  was  known 
that  he.  had  paffed  the  night;  but  Sapieha  coldly 
replied,  that  he  was  not  Sulkowiki’s  keeper.  When 
this  anfwer  .was  brought  to  the  diet,  it  gave  the 
King,  and  all  who  loved  their  country,  great  con- 
cern ; even  the  Grand-Treafurer  of  Lithuania, 
brother  to  the  Grand-General,  feemed  affe&ed,  and 
made  as  if  he  would  remedy  the  evil.  He  role 
from  his  chair,  and  went  out,  faying  that  he  would 
not  return  without  bringing  Sulkowfki  with  him, 
and  re-ihftating  the  diet , in  its  privileges.  The  af- 
fembly  began  to  entertain  fome  hopes,  but  they 
were  foon  totally  extinguilhed,  by  the  Grand -Trea- 
furer’s  not  appearing  any  more.  The  Caftellan  of  Sa- 
mogitia  made  a laft  effort,  by  conjuring;  in  the  nanje 
of  their  country,  Dambrowfki,  a Deputy  of  great  in- 
tereft,  to  reftore  the  powers  of  the  diet,  by  prevailing 
upon  his  collegue  and  friend,  Sulkowfki,  to  re- 
turn. In  the  name  of  your  country  / anfwered  the 
Tribune : fay  rather ; in  the  name  of  the  King ; you 
mind  nothing  hut  him,  Thefe  words,  which  were 
made  more  offenlive  by  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  fpoke,  were  an  affront  to  the  whole  Senator 
rian  Order  in  the  perfon  of  the  Caftellan-,  and  the 
Bilhop  of  Wilna  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  avenge 
the  infult,  by  reprimanding  the  Deputy  in  very 
haughty  and  fevere  terms.  But  > Dambrowfki 
treated  the  Bifhop  with  greater  roughnefs  than  he 
had  done  the  Caftellan;  - he  even  lifted  up  his  hand 
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v.  1C89.  ftrike  him,  and  by  this  facrilegious  gefture  de* 
prived 'Warfaw  of  the  benefit  of  hearing  mafs  foe 
three  days ; for  the  Primate  laid  all  the  churches 
under  an  interdict ; and  the  calamity  would,  have 
continued  longer,  if  the  fiery  deputy  had  not  made 
his  fubmiffion  to  the  offended  Biffiop.  Upon  this^ 
the  churches  were  opened  again,  but  the  diet  was 
doled  ; and  the  members  carried  with  them  to  thou? 
refpedlive  Provinces  the  animofity  of  the  contend- 
ing factions.  The  next  day,  the  King  received  i 
billet  which  the  Eledtor  of  Brandenburg’s  Miniffer 
had  dropped.  The  fubftance-  of  it  was,  that  the. 
Sapieha’s  had  adted  their  part  well,  and  deferved  the 
. promifed  reward  (a). 

If  we  refledt  upon  the  fpirit  of  difcord  that  agitat- 
ed the  nation  in  this  diet,  the  condition  of  mankind 
will  feem  much  to  be  pitied..  Place  them  under  the 
abfolute  government  of  a finale  perfon,  and  they 
are  perpetually  complaining  of  the  weight  of  their 
yoke.  Leave  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  liberty,: 
and  they  know  not  how  to  ufe  it  for  their  own 
good. 

The  diet  having  come  to  no  refolution  about 
peace  or  war,  and  the  negotiations  with  the  Turks, 
being  infenfibly  dropped,  the  war  was  continued  by 
virtue  of  the  treaty  of  alliance,  but  in  a very  feeble 
manner.  The  army  was  not  commanded  by  the' 
King,  but  by  Jablonowfki,  the  hero  who  was  beft 
able  to  fupply  his  place : but  the  troops  were  few 
in  number,  arid  ill  paid.  As  He  could  attempt  no- 
thing by  open  force',  he  laid  a fcheme  to  furprize  : 
Kaminieck.  His  meafures  were  well  formed  j but 
the  Turks,  who  were  attentive  to  the  leaft  rriqtioh, 
of  their  enemies,  rendered  them  abortive. 

The  fuccefies  of  the  league  were  always  appro- 
priated to  the  fortunate  Leopold,  But  the  maxim 

(a)  Zalufki,  tom.  ii.  p.  1131. 
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©f  ancient  Rome,  that  the  bed  time,  of  making  up  Y.  16*9- 
matter^  with  art  enemy  is  after1  a victory,  was  not  , 
tht  rule  of  his  conduct.  The  Tbrks  came  to  fue 
for  peace  at  Vienna,  as  well  as  at  Warfaw  ; but  he 
rejected  their  propofals.  Europe  abounded  at  that 
cima  with  Generals, 'particularly  France  and  the  Em- 
pire, Prince  Lewis  of  Baden  carried  the  Imperial 
ftatldands  into  Servia  and  Bulgaria,  where,  after 
having  defeated  the  Turks  in  three  engagements,  he 
took  from  them  the  important  towns  of  NiiTa  and 
Widin. 

The  Infidels  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape  be- 
ing molefted  this  year  by  the  Venetians.  Morofirii 
was  preparing  to  attack  them,  but  was  prevented 
by  a long  fit  of  illnefs  ; and  the  republic,  which 
had’  lately  deeded  him  Doge,  would  truft  the  com-  • . 
maud!  of  its  forces  with  him  only.  The  abilities  of 
the  new  Prince  were  equally  great  in  the  army  and 
in  the  fenate ; nor  did  he  at  all  fear  the  menace 
Which  had  been  made  to  one  of  his  predecefiors,  by 
Mahomet  II.  who  having  pufhed  his  conquefts  to 
the  very  gates  of  Venice,  and  hearing  of  the  cere- 
mony of  the  Doge’s  efpoufing  the  Adriatic  Sea,  faid, 
that  he  would  foon  fend  him  tb  the  bottom  of  the  fea 
tb  confummate  bit  marriage : Morofini,  though  en- 
feebled by  ficknefs,.  was  ftill  dreaded  by  the  Turks. 

The  Mufcovites-'Were  too  much  agitated  with'  in- 
terne commotions  (of  which  the  Regent  and  Gal-  , 
licztn  were  the  authors  and  the  viftims)  to  march 
oat.  'of  their  own  country,  and’  therefore  gave  no 
afflftancd  to  the  league.  This  circumflance  was  a 
frefhv  mortification  to  the  King  of  Poland,  who  was 
e*pc rfed  to  everlaftmg  incurfions  from  the  Tartars. 
A*calamity  of  a heavier  nature  confpired  alfo  to  in- 
creafe  hi^  afflidioM*,  one  of  the  ten  miraculous 
phlgues,  which  defolated  Egypt  in  the  days  of  Mo- 
fes,  being- renewed  in  Poland.  The  whole  country 
Wrasicoverfcd,  a-foor  thick,  with  clouds  of  locufis 
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y.  i«?9.  tiiat  were  brought  by  the  wind  from  Alia.  Their 
colour  was  a deep  black,  and  their  fize  fuch  as 
eaufed  aftonifhment  at  Paris,  and  in  other  parts  of 
Europe,  where  they  were  fent  in  boxes  as  objects  of 
curioiity,  while  Poland  was  devoured  by  them. 
The  grafs,  corn,  fruit,  and  even  the'*bark  of  the 
trees  was  eat  up  by  thefe  voracious  infers,  which 
continued  plundering  for  two  months  from  their 
arrival,  till  they  were  killed  by  the  coming  on  of 
the  froft.  Their  carcafes  made  fome  amends, 
though  but  finally  by  manuring  the  ground  againft 
the  fucceeding  year,  which  proved -to  be  very  fruit- 
ful. 

The  prelent  year  begun  and  ended  in  forrow ; 
but  the  King  had  a larger  fhare  of  it  than  his  fub- 
jefts.  A diet  in  which  all  his  views-  proved  abor- 
tive •,  the  mifcarriage  of  his  attempt  upon  Kami- 
nieck  ; the  dearth  that  defolated  the  kingdom  ; the 
jealoufies  of  oppofite  factions ; the  diflenfions  that 
reigned  among  all  the  orders  of  the  ftate  ; all  thefe 
circumftances  filled  his  mind  with  melancholy.  His 
own  fufpicions  greatly  added  to  the  weight,  and 
pufhed  him  on  to  an  aft  of  power,  which  in  other 
; countries  wquld  have  pafied  for  an  undoubted  right 
of  the  crown.  The  Grand-Chancellor,  Wielopol- 
fki  was  lately  dead,  after  many  fecret  conferences 
with  a faftion  that  oppofed  the  court.  A rumour 
had  got  abroad  that  the  Sapieha’s  were  contriving 
to  dethrone  their  benefaftor  ; and  that  the  Primate 
Radziowfki  was  an  accomplice  in  the  fcheme,  as 
well  as  Wielopolfki,  though  both  related  to  the 
King.  It  was  not  faid  upon  whofe  head  they  de- 
figned  to  fet  the  crown ; but  the  perfons,  who  va- 
, lue  themfelves  upon  prying  into  every  thing,  were 
pofitive  that  the  Sapieha’s  did  not  intend  to  let  it  go 
out  of  their  own  family.  There  was  already  fbme- 
thing  royal  in  the  ftate  they  affumed;  having  al- 
ways a numerous  guard,  and  a retinue  that  filled 
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: die  largeft  ftreets  in  the  city.  Even'of  the  perfons,'  Y<-  ,633‘ 

■ who  did  not  fuppofe  them  to  be  either  ambitious  or 
ungrateful  enough  to  aim  at  the  crown  of  Poland, 

■ there  were  few  who  did  not  believe  that  they  intend- 
ed to  fepafate  from  it  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania, 

Which  they  already  governed  with  almoft  fovereip-n 
authority. 

The  King  depended  upon  unravelling  the  myftery, 
by  means  of  the  papers  which  the  Chancellor  left 

• behind  him;  and  lent  Prince  Czartorifki  to  fearch 

. them.  The  widow"  refufed  to  admit  him  into  her, 
palace,  and  invoked  the  a (71  fiance  of  the  laws  and 
the  grandees  of  the  date.  The  Palatine  of  Siradia 
writ  and  fpoke  in  her  defence ; the  number  of  op- 
ponents encreafed  daily  ; and  the  King,  being  flop- 
ped by  the  public  clamour,  got  nothing  but  hatred 
by  his  attempt.  If  he  had  lucceeded  in  getting  pof- 
leflion  of  the  papers,  *he  would  have  dilcovered  no- 
thing, becaiife  the  Chancellor,  finding  himfelf  near 
his  end;  had  burnt  all  that  could  betray  the  fecret. 

After  all,  whether  the  confpiracy  was  real,  is'  a 
point  about  which  the  memoirs  of  that  time  differ 
greatly  : and  an  hiftorian  is  bound  to  relate  precife- 
ly  What  he  knows,  inftead  of  conjecturing  what  hd 
knows_not.  However  this  be,  as  every  particular  or- 
der is  confiddred  in  Poland  as  an  inftrumeritof  tyranny, 
the  King  was  accufed  of  aiming  at  abfolute  power. 

Some  indications  of  this  pafllon  had  indeed  efcaped 
him ; but  if  he  was  ferioufly  bent  Upon  it,  is  it 
credible  that- he  would  have  called  together,  the  diet 

• fb  often '?  He  could  not  be  ignorant,  that  when  a 
nation  is  aflepibled,  it  is  always  fuperior  to  its  chief. 

But  he  preferred  the  inrerefts  of  the  republic  before 
his  own  authority  ; for  there  was  no  reign  in  which 

• the  nation  was  fo  frequently  aflembled,  not  only  in 
the  ordinary  Camilla,  which  return  every  two  years, 
but  alfo  upon  extraordinary  oecafions,  when  the  law 

-does  not  require  it.  This  was  the  cafe  in  the  pre- 
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fcnt  year,  in  which  a diet  was  opened  on  the  18  th 
of  January. 

y.  1690.  principal  fubje£t  of  its  deliberations  was  the 

feparate  peace  which  the  Turks  ftill  continued  to 
offer  to  Poland  i “ Reflect,  faid  they,  who  were  for 
“ it,  to  the  King,  upon  your  fruitlefs  efforts  againft 
*\  Kaminieck,  upon  your  ruinous  expeditions  into 
“ Moldavia,  upon  the  impoflibility  of  raifing  frelh 
**  fupplies,  upon  the  feven  years  war  which  has  ex- 
**  haufted  Poland,  in  order  to  exalt  the  houfe  of 
Auftria.  Alliances,  after  all,  are  binding  only' 
“ to  a certain  degree  ; and  it  would  be  madneis  to 
“ imitate  the  Saguntines  who  facrificed  themfelves 
“ to  their  friendlhip  for  the  Romans.  The  Em- 
**  peror  himfelf  violates  his  engagements  to  the 
“ league,  by  furnifhing  it  with  fewer  troops,  fince 
“ he  has  taken  up  arms  againft  France : nor  is  it 
“ our  fault,  if  he  will  make  peace,  neither  when  he 
“ conquers,  nor  when  he  is  conquered.  Let  him 
“ therefore  carry  on  the  war  with  his  own  forces,  or 
“ furnifh  us  with  the  means  of  continuing  it  (a)”. 

The  kingdom  of  Poland  was  actually  unable  to. 
pay  fts  troops.  Innocent  XI.  was  dead ; and  it 
was  uncertain,  whether  his  fucceffor  Alexander  VIII. 
would  follow  his  example  in  employing  the  revenues 
of  the  church  to  humble  the  Ottoman  power. 

The  King,  who  felt  the  force  of  thefe  reafons  for 
* making  peace,  was  in  a very  perplexing  (ituation ; 
but  the  Emperor  kept  him  fteady  to  the  league,  by 
giving  him,  great  hopes,  which  might  perhaps  be 
fulfilled  in  the  end.  The  French  fa&ion,  which 
talked  of  nothing  but  peace,  and  was  encrealing 
every  moment,  feemed  likely  to  get  it  refolved  on. 
This  faction  was  fecretly  animated  by  three  French- 
men ; the  Marquis  de  Bethune,  the  Abbe  de  Gra» 

(a)  Zalulki,  tom.  iS.  p.  1187, 
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yd,  and  Caillet  de  Tcil,  a Counfellor  of  the  parlia-  y*  ,69°» 
ment.  ' 

The  houle-  of  deputies,  being  gained  over  by  * 
Leopold  and  John,  was  for  war ; and  exclaimed 
violently  againft  the  three  French  IVJinifters,  but 
particulary  againft  Gravel.  Though  he  had  already 
been  defired  to  leave  the  kingdom,  he  refolved  to 
ftay.  there.  The  republic  fent  him  an  order  to  depart, 
which  he  paid  no  regard  to.  The  King  fignified  to 
him,  by  the  Grand-Treafurer,  that  if  he  did  not 
go,  he  lhould  be  tried  for  his  difobedience ; but  he 
eluded  the  menace  by  taking  refuge  in  a religious 
houle.  The  diet  fuppofing  him  gone,  refumed  its 
deliberations,  and  confented  at  laft  to  the  continua-  - 
tion  of  the  war  (a).  It  feldom  happens  that  the 
nation  aftembles,  without  giving  birth  to  fome  new 
conftitution.  The  Beds  of  Jujlice  (b)  in  Poland 
have  no  relation  to  public  affairs.  It  was  ordered, 
that,  in  every  diet,  the  King  lhould,  on  certain 
days,  affume  the  office  of  judge,  and  try  private 
caules,  by  the  ftridr  letter  of  the  law.  Such  are 
the  Beds  of  Juftice , or,  according  to  the  Polilh  ex- 
pnelfion,  the  eomitial  judgments  in  that  kingdom. 

Before  *he  time  of  Stephen  Battori,  when  fixed  tri- 
bunals were  eftabliflied,  the  Kings  of  Poland  travel- 
led into  every  province  to  diftribute  juftice  to  their 
fubjefts.  Henry  de  Valois  foon  grew  tired  of  this 
cuftom  : Upon  my  foul , fays  he,  tbefe  Poles  have  al- 
ready made  me  a Judge  and  a Counfellor : I fuppofe 
that  they  will  foon  be  for  having  me  plead  at  the  bar. 

He  had  forgot  that  the  firft  Kings  the  world  ever 
faw  were  Judges. 

It  is  ufual  to  end  the  diet  with  a farewell-baran - 
gue  to  the  King,  which  is  always  more  or  lefs  filled 
with  hyperbole.  The  great  qualities  which  the 

(a)  Zalaflci,  tom.  ii.  p.  1162  and  1163. 

(h)  A Bed  of  Juftice  in  France,  is  when  the  King  comes  to 
thef  parliament,  and  takes  bis  feat  upon  the  throne.  Ricbclet. 
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v.  1650.  King  was  really  poffeffed  of,  faved  the  orator  many 
a lie  •,  but  he  advanced  feveral  falfhoods  with  regard 
to  the  prefent  tranquility  of  the  republic,  which  he 
attributed  the  honour  of  to  the  King.  Inftead  of 
tranquillity,  the  fadtions  ran  as  high  as  ever ; and 
even  before  the  diet  broke  up,  the  army  entered  in- 
tb  a confederacy,  and  declared  to  the  Generals  that 
it  would  not  march,  till  more  than  twenty  millions, 

1 that  were  in  arrear  for  pay,  were  difcharged.  The 
republic  thought  herfelf  happy,  that  the  foldiers 
• were  fo  moderate  in  the  fury  of  their  revolt,  as  not 
to  threaten  military  execution  (a). 

This  confederacy,  occafioned  by  want  of  money, 
which  is  a common  evil  in  a ftate  that  has  no 
commerce,  put  an  end  to  the  whole  plan  of  the 
campaign,  ft  was  thought  fufficient  to  keep  the 
troops  upon  the  frontier,  in  order  to  hinder  the  in- 
curfions  of  the  Tartars,  whofe  ravages,  however, 
were  not  entirely  prevented  by  this  means.  They 
advanced  to  the  very  gates  of  Lublin,  in  little  Po- 
lar.u  j and  had  it  not  been  for  a fpy,  the  Kinghim- 
felf  had  been  in  danger  of  being  taken  prifoner  (b). 
Thefe  repeated  incurfions  were  the  fad  effects  of  the 
prelent  critical  fituation.  When  troops  are  ill  paid, 
and  ill  clothed,  they  forget,  their  valour  and  their 
duty.  The  officers,  convinced -of  the  ju  dice  of 
their  complaints,  were  afraid  to  exert  their  authority, 
and  made  ufe  of  perfuafion  only.  The  Biffiops  too 
interpofed,  in  quality  of  Senators  •,  and  Olfowfki, 
Bifhop  of  Culm,  chofe  for  the  fubjedt  of  his  dif- 
courfe  the  difcontent  that  prevailed  in  the  nation 
again  ft  the  Mufcovites ; who,  as  members  of  the 
league,  were  obliged  to  adt  againft  the  common 
enemy,  when  Poland  could  not ; and  yet  their  fwords 
cbntinued  in  the  fcabbard.  OHowfki  therefore 
addrefied  the  army,  in  the  fame  terms,  that  Marius 

(a)  Zalufld,  tom.  ii.  p.  118.  (b)  Ibid.  p.  1167. 
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did  his  foldiers  when  they  wanted  water : There  is  Y-  i€9«- 
wafer  in  the.  enemy's  camp , and  you  are  Romans. 

“ There  is  money  among  the  Mufcovites,  and  you 
are  Poles”.  But  this  fally  of  the  Bi (hop’s  eloquence 
did  not,  nor  was  it  likely  that  it  fhould,  produce 
any  effedt.  Marius  was  encamped  clofe  to  the  ene- 
my : but  the  Poles  were  at  a great  diftance  from 
the  Mufcovites,  and  neither  marching  againft  them* 
nor  againft  the  Turks.  ■ ' 

"What  kept  the  Mufcovites  unadlive,  was  the  re- 
port of  this  feparate  peace  which  was  upon  the  car- 
pet in  Poland ; and  made  them  afraid  of  being  left 
as  a prey  to  the  Turks  and  Tartars.  The  ^oung 
Czar  Peter,  who  was  at  this  time  alone  upon  a 
throne  which  his  elder  brother  did  not  deferve  to 
fhare,  knew  that  a Chiaoux  (a)  from  the  Grand- 
Seignior,  and  an  Envoy  from  Tartary  were  at  War- 
faw  ; where  one  of  the  grandees  of  his  court,  was 
appointed  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  republic. 

From  the  time  of  its  firft  origin,  in  1683.  the 
Chriftian  league  had  never,  adted  with  fo  little  vi- 
gour. The  Poles,  for  want  of  money,  did  nothing : 
the  Mufcovites,  out  of  policy,  kept  at  home : the 
Venetians  made  fome  efforts  in  the  Archipelago,  but 
they  were  too  feeble  to  be  much  dreaded  : Moro- 
fini,  whofe  prefence  at  Venice  was  more  neceffary 
than  ever,  fince  his  being  eledted  Doge,  no  longer 
led. the  way  to  vidtory  : and  the  empire  was  obliged 
to  make  head  againft  Lewis  XIV. 

The  Turks,  being  lefs  preffed  on  all  Tides,  and 
animated  by  France,  to  the  great  fcandal  of  Rome 
and  the  league,  took  the  field  very  early.  They 
were  commanded  by  Muflapha  Cwrcgli,  fon  and 
grandfon  of  a Grand-Vifir,  and  lately  advanced  him- 
ielf  to  that  high  office : he  breathed  nothing  but 

(a)  An  officer  of  the  Porte,  wficfe  rank  is  equal  to  that  of 
an  I; (her,  or  Exempt  of  the  guards  in  France.  Soch  are  the 
Anibaffadors  which  the  Grand-Seignior  fend:  to  other  Princ*. 
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jr,  1690.  war,  and  loudly  condemned  all  propofals  of  peace- 
He  begun  his  miniftry  with  reforming  the  abufes 
which  had  been  introduced  by  a bad  adminiftration 
of  feven  .years,  and  with  reftoring  order  in  the 
\ finances.  At  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  religion 
and  good  morals  equally  employed  his  attention. 
The  mofques  of  Conftantinople  and  the  pavilipns  of 
the  camp  all  refounded  with  prayers  : and  a crowd 
of  boys  who  followed  the  army,  and  were  at  once 
the  occaGon  of  infamous  debauchery  and  unbounded 
expence,  were  fent  away,  and  forbid  to  appear  again, 
upon  pain  of  death.  Ah  that  now  remained  was 
to  revive  the  courage  of  the  troops,  and  the  Vifir 
undertook  this  office,  by  pointing  out  to  them  the 
■ road  to  victory  with  the  fabre  of  his  father  Cup- 
rogli  (a). 

The  Duke  of  Lorrain,  who  of  all  the  Emperor’s 
Generals,  fince  Montecuculi,  had  fhewn  the  greateft 
talents,  had  lately  ended  his  days.  He  had  gained 
indeed  great  glory,  bur  lived  without  dominions  : 
he  flattered  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  recovering 
them,  in  1676,  at  the  head  of  fixty  thoufand  men; 
and  the  motto  upon  his  ftandards  was,  Aut  nunc., 
cut  nunquum.  Now  or  never ; but  the  latter  part  of 
the  alternative  was  his  fate.  He  was  more  fortunate 
in  aifting  for  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  whofe  territories  he 
defended,  without  recovering  his  own ; a circum- 
ftance  which  he  regretted  even  at  his  death,  and  ex- 
'prefled  in  the  following  letter  to  Leopold.  “ In 
obedience  to  your  Sacred  Majefty’s  commands,  I 
“ left  Ihfpruck  to  come  to  Vienna ; but  I am  ftop- 
“ ped  here  by  the  will  of  a fuperior  Matter,  to 
“ whom  I mutt  give  an  account  of  a life  which  I 
“ have  entirely  dedicated  to  your  fervice.  Remem- 
“ ber  that  I leave  behind  me  a wife  to  whom  you 
are  nearly  related,  children  who  inherit  nothing 

(J)  Cantemir,  tom,  ii.  p.  182. 
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**  from  me  but  my  fword,  and  fubje&s  who  groan  v.  1690. 
**  under  oppreffion.”  The  Emperor  was  convinc- 
ed in  this  very  campaign,  how  difficult  it  was  to 
fupply  the  place  of  the  General  whofe  death  he  la- 
mented. 

The  ViGr  Cuprogli,  after  gaining  a complete 
victory  over  the  Imperialifts,  raifed  the  blockade  Of 
three  places  in  upper  Hungary,  took  four  in  lower 
Hungary,  reduced  Albania  and  Bulgaria,  recover- 
ed' all  Servia,  and  even  Belgrade  itfelf,  in  fpite  of  a 
garrifon  of  fix  thoufand  men,  who  were  all  put  to 
the  fword  ; and  while  the  torrent  was  rolling  on,  fo 
as  even  to  threaten  Vienna,  Tekeli,  who  was  (till 
Supported  by  the  Porte,  beat  General  Heujler , and 
got  himfelf  declared  Prince  of  Tranfylvania,  after 
the  death  of  Michael  Abaffi. 

The  approach  of  winter  gatfe  time  to  the  Princes  y.  t« 9t. 
of  the  Chriftian  league,  to  form  new  plans  and  re- 
cover their  ftrength.  The  King  of  Poland  was  ftill 
hefitating  between  Leopold  and  Lewis  XIV.  His 
reputation  in  Europe  was  as  great  as  theirs,  but 
his  power  much  lefs,  and  therefore  he  endeavoured1 
to  keep  terms  with  them  both.  His  inclinations 
were  for  France ; but  his  intereft  again  determined 
him  to  fide  with  the  houfe  of  ,Auftria.  France  in- 
deed did  not  fail  to  make  him  tempting  offers ; but 
the  houfe  of  Auftria,  by  being  fo  near  his  domi- 
nions, was  in  a condition  to  fulfill  the  promifes  it 
gave,  whenever  it  was  difpofed  to  keep  its  word. 

The  King,  at  this  very  juntture,  had  a family-con- 
cern to  fettle  with  that  court.  He  wanted  to  marry  • 
his  fon.  Prince  James  ; and  there  was  no  fit  match 
for  him  in  Poland,  fince  that  kingdom  had  loft  its 
richeft  heirefs.  France  indeed  might  have  offered  a 
Princefe  of  the  blood  •,  but  it  was  refolved  to  have 
the  daughter  of  a Sovereign : and  Leopold,  who 
at  that  time  difpofed  of  the  empire  and  all  its  Princes, 
propofed  a daughter  of  the  Ele&or  Palatine.  She 
' Ff  4 wa* 
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y.  i6oj.  was  fitter  to  that  very  Charles  of  Newburg,  of  whom 
Prince  James  had  fo  much  caufe  to  complain,  and 
whom  he  wanted  to  have  met  fword  in  hand  ; but 
Princes  forget  equally  affronts  and  obligations,  when 
it  is  -their  intereft  to  do  fo.  By  this  marriage,  the 
houfe  of  Sobiefki  became  allied  to  all  the  crowns 
of  Europe,  and  Prince  James  was  brother-in-law  to 
the  Emperor.  This  was  the  firft  inftance  of  the 
Emperor’s  having  dealt  fincerely  with  the  King  of 
Poland ; and  even  in  this  he  confulted  rather  hi? 
own  ends  than  thofe  of  his  ally,  whom  he  fixed 
more  firmly  than  ever  in  his  intereft  by  this  new 
connexion. 

The  Marquis  de  Bethune  had  done  his  utmoft  to 
make  the  defign  mifcarry  ; and  it  was  therefore  ftipu- 
lated  that  he  fhould  leave  Poland.  It  was  alfo  agreed 
that  Charles  of  Newburg  fhould  condu&  his  fitter  to 
the  frontiers  of  the  republic,  by  way  of  making  forne 
fatisfadion  to  Prince  James  for  what  had  palled  at 
Berlin  ; and  that  the  latter  fhould  refign  his  preten- 
fions  to  the  eftates  of  the  houfe  of  Radziwil  (a). 

The  young  couple  had  their  firft  interview  at  Ole- 
pifc,  where  the  Princefs  came  in  an  Hpp’garian  drefs, 
and  affirmed  the  Polifh  habit.  The  Prince, -when 
, he  took  her  hand,  was  prefented  alfo  with  the  order 
of  the  Golden  Fleece,  which  was  brought  by  the 
Count  de  Holftein.  From  Olenifc,  the  nuptial 
proceffion  advanced  towards  Warfaw, 'and  was  met 
ht  fome  diftance  from  the  city  by  the  Cardinal  Pri- 
mate, accompanied  by  the  great  officers  of  the 
crown.  The  Grand-Marfhal,  to  pay  his  court  to 
his  matter’s  fon,  carried  his  ftaff  eredted  before  him  : 
but  upon  the  Primate’s  faying.  You  ferret  then  that 
this  honour  [is  due  to  the  King  only ; the  ftaff  was 
lowered  ( b ).  This  mortifying  circumftance,  which 
made  the  Prince  recoiled,  that  in  Poland  the  fon  of 

(ffj  Z-aluilu,  tom.  ii,  p.  1 1 66.  (1)  Zalufki,  Ibid.  p.ozi8. 
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a King  is  onty  a private  fubjeft,  interrupted  in  lome 
meafure  the  joy  of  the  folemnity  ; and  jet  it  was 
only  a prelude  to  all  the  vexations  that  followed.  It 
is  certain  that  the  King  was  highly  to  blame  in  mak- 
ing .this  match,  without  communicating  his  defign 
either  to  the  Senate  or  the  nobles  ; for  the  Princes 
of  Poland  are  forbid  to  marry  without  the  confent 
of  the  republic.  The  King  on  fome  occafions  had  a 
mind  to  aft  the  Monarch  ; which,  inftead  of  faci- 
litating his  fon’s  acceffion  to  the  throne,  removed 
him  to  a greater  diftance  from  it.  But  it  would  be 
anticipating  events  to  relate  here  what  happened  in 
the  fequel. 

The  French  party  was  provoked  at  a marriage 
which  {Lengthened  the  connexion  between  Vienna 
and  Warfaw,  and  omitted  no  expedient  to  make  it 
ufelefs  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  Leopold,  when  he 
figned  the  articles,  gave  a frelh  promile  to  the 
King  of  Poland  of  a body  of  troops,  and  engaged 
to  put  him  in  pofieffion  of  Moldavia  and  Walachia* 
provided  that,  in  return,  he  would  aft  with  vigour 
againft  the  Turks  ; a diverfion  which  was  always  of 
great  ufe  to  Leopold.  The  Marquis  de  Bethune 
was  induftrious  in  railing  doubts,  and  thefe  not  ill 
founded,  about  the  value  of  promifes  fo  often  made 
and  fo  often  broke.  He  addrefied  memorials  to  the 
Palatines,  and  to  all  who  had  any  influence  in  the 
government,  in' which  he  cenfured  feverely  the  poli- 
tics of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  in  contriving  to  reap 
the  whole  benefit  of  the  war ; and  pointed  out  the 
certain  advantages  that  would  follow  from  a feparate 
peace  with  the  Turks.  He  made  ufe  alfo  of  another 
argument,  which  he  had  more  than  once  found  to  be 
very  efficacious,  and  this  was  gold. 

Thefe  infinuations,  which  begun  to  take  effefl 
•yvith  the  republic,  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Count  de  Thun,  the  Auftrian  Ambafiador;  and 
induced  him  to  follicit  warmly  the  difmiffion  of  the 
- .Marquis 
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i<9r.  Marquis  de  Bethune.  In  a letter  to  the  Palatine  of 
Wilna,  he  faid,  that  France  wanted  , to  make  a 
King  who  Ihould  be  at  her  devotion,  and  this  even 
in  the  life-time  of  the  reigning  Prince;  and  that 
Bcthune,  without  regarding  the  honour  he  had  of 
being  related  to  the  King,  was  the  contriver  of  this 
confpiracy  againft  him  and  the  republic.  Bethune, 
provoked  at  this  afperfion,  and  (fill  more  at  fome 
expreflions  that  were  injurious  to  Lewis  XIV.  chal- 
lenged the  AmbafTador  to  fight  him.  The  King, 
who  was  perfortally  interefted  in  the  quarrel,  lent  to 
the  Ambafiador  to  demand  what  proof  he  could 
bring  in  fupport  of  fo  heavy  a charge.  The  Am- 
bafiador  anfwered  that  he  was  accountable  only  to 
his  mailer:  But  as  for  the  challenge , added  he, 
though  the  public  character  “which  1 bear  might  “well 
excufe  me,  yet  I accept  it , though  at  the  rifqtee  of  in- 
curring the  Emperor's  difplea/ure.  The  King,  being 
difappointed  of  the  information  he  fought,  and<  fcor- 
ning  to  harbour  fufpicions,  interpofed  fo  prevent 
the  duel ; and  the  two  Minifters  gave  a promife  in 
writing  not  to  attack  each  other,  as  long  as  they 
lhould  continue  in  Poland  (a). 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  fquabbles,  the  Tartars  made 
an  irruption  into  the  Palatinate  of  Ruffia,  where 
theyv  burnt  fifty  villages  belonging  to  the  King,  but 
fpared  the  poflefiions  of  private  perfons  : a circum- 
ftance  which  gave  occafion  to  fay,  that  the  irruption 
was  owing  to  the  intrigues  of  France,  in  order  to 
force  the  King  to  a peace. 

In  the  mean  time,  Thun  informed  the  Emperor 
of  what  had  palled  between  Bethune  and  himfclf ; 
and  his  complaint  was  aggravated  by  another  event.. 
A courier,  whom  he  had  difpatched  to  Vienna, 
being  plundered  and  tied  to  a tree  in  the  Polilh  terri- 
tories, this  a£t  of  violence  was  attributed  to  the 

(«)  Id,  ibid,  p,  i*20  and  izai. 
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Trench  party,  and' Leopold  demanded  fatisfa&ion  * 
for  it : otherwjfe,  he  threatened  to  fupprefs  the  poll, 
which  was  more  advantageous  to  Poland  than  to 
the  empire.  Bethune’s  behaviour  was  ftill  more  pro- 
voking to  him,  than  the  plundering  of  the  courier. 
After  reviving  the  former  complaints  againft  him,  of 
**  his  favouring  the  revolt  of  theHungarians,  and  his 
perpetual  induftry  in  fowing  difcord  between  the 
**  'two  courts,  he  exprefied  his  aftoniihment  at  hear- 
“ ing  he  was  ftill  in  Poland,  when  he  ought  to 
have  quitted  the  kingdom  in  February  laft,  by 
“ virtue  of  the  marriage  articles.  I thought  pro- 
“ per  (faid  the  Emperor)  to  connive  at  this  delay, 

“ out  of  refpedt  to  the  Queen,  to  whom  he  has 
“ the  honour  of  being  related : but  my  patience  is 
“ at  length  exhaufted;  and  if.  the  man  who  has 
“ been  audacious  enough  to  infult  an  Imperial  Mi- 
nifter,  does  not  immediately  leave  Poland,  I will 
“ recall  my  Ambaflfador.”  The  Count  de  Konig- 
fek,  who  writ  the  difpatch,  'added  of  his  own  head, 
that  the  Queen  of  Poland  was  miftaken,  if  (he 
flattered  herfelf  with  the  hopes  of  receiving  any  ad- 
vantage from  the  court  of  France,  which  had  long 
ago  been  exafperated  by  the  Chriftian  league,  and 
lately  by  the  marriage  of  Prince  James ; that  the 
only  courfe  for  her  and  her  family  to  take,  was  to 
join  heartily  with  the  court  of  Vienna ; and  that  it 
was  her  intereft  thoroughly  to  convince  the  King  of 
. the  utility  of  this  meafure. 

The  King,  who  was  too  far  engaged  with  the 
Emperor  to  look  back,  was  contriving  how  to  pa- 
cify him  by  the  removal  of  the  French  Ambafla- 
dor.  Lewis  XIV.  extricated  him  out  of  the  diffi- 
culty, by  appointing  the  Marquis  de  Bethune  to  be 
his  Ambaflador  at  the  court  of  Sweden,  where  he 
died  in  a few  months,  without  having  role  fo  high 
as  might  have  been  expected  from  his  birth,  his 
alliance  with  the  King  of  Poland,  the  employments 
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he  had  held,  and  the  talents  he  pofleffed.  During 
the  Ihort  time  of  his  refidence  at  the  court  of;  Swe- 
den,' he  had  acquired  fuch  ah  afcendant  in  the  cabi- 
net, that  the  King  forbad  his  Minifters  to  go  to 
any  entertainment  that  was  given  by  any  of  the 
foreign  Ambaffadors  ; a prohibition  intended  for  the 
French  Minifter  chiefly,  though  extending  to  all 
the  reft.  The  Hungarians,  at  the  beginning  of  their 
revolt,  had  taken  fuch  a fancy  to  him,  that  they 
had  fome  defign  of  offering , hirh  their  crown,  if 
France  had  thought  proper  to  undertake,  the  fupport 
' of  fuch  a revolution.  To  the  Poles  he  was  always 
Angularly  agreeable  ; but  he  had  a fort  of  national 
pleafantry  which  fometimes  created  him  enemies. 
As  he  was  one  day  fpeaking  of  Prince  James,  whole 
afped  had  a meannefs  in  it,  which  he  did  not  de- 
rive from  the  King,  He  carries , faid  he,  a bill  of 
exchtfton  from  the  throne  in  his  very  face.  The 
King,  who  himfelf  loved  a jeft,  was  pot  lb  much 
offended  at  this  faying,  as  it  might  be  expeded  he 
would  ; and  it  was  with  regret,  that  he  facrificed 
Bethune  to  the  Emperor. 

The  Emperor  being  thus  appeafed,  and  the  French 
faction  humbled,  the  marriage-rejoycings  were  re- 
fumed wirh  great  fplendor,  when  all  was  again  dif- 
turbed  by  the  difagreement  that  arofe  in  the  royal 
family.  The  Queen,  who  ftill  ruled  in  her  huf- 
band’s  heart,  had  a mind  to  make  the  Princefs  of 
Poland  lenfible  of  her  power  : the  latter  was  not  lo 
tradable  as  the  former  expedited  : Prince  James  took 
part  in  the  diffatisfadion  of  his  young  wife  •,  and 
was,  befides  this,  highly  mortified  at  a thing  which 
concerned  his  own  perfon. 

His  brother,  Prince  Alexander,  was  now  no  lon- 
ger a child,  and  begun  to  fix  his  eyes  upon  the  fplen- 
dor  of  the  throne.  The  charms  that  accompany 
the  firft  bloom  of  youth,  an  open  countenance,  an 
agreeable  figure,  a graceful  air,  and  gentle  manners, 

had 
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had  gained  him  the  heart  of  his  mother;  and  fhe 
ojnitted  no  expedient  to  make  him  ft  ill  more  agree-  . 
able  tt>  the  King.  • Even  the  nation  was  already  pre- 
poflefled  in  his  favour;  and  it  is  the  nation  that 
makes  the  King.  It  was  a faying  current  in  the  king- 
dom, that  the  youngeft  v/as  the  fon  of  the  King,  and 
the  eldefi,  the  fon  of  the  Grand -MarfhaL  Befides, 
as  the  letter  1 had  been  found  in  the  collection  of 
the  „ Polifh  prophecies  to  point  out  King  John  ; 
the  letter  A was  now  difcovered  to  begin  the  name  of 
his  fucceffor  (a). 

Prince  Alexander  was  therefore  confidered  as  a 
rival  by  Prince  James,  whofe  jealoufy  rofe  to  a 
higher  pitch  than  ever,  when  the  King  left  Warfaw 
on  the  1 3th  of  June,  and  took  with  him  this  fa- 
vourite fon  to  prelent  him  to  the  army,  and  form 
him  for  military  glory.  And  yet,  the  elder  could 
not  complain  of  being  flighted  by  his  augu ft  father. 
The  King  had  invited  him  to  accompany  him  with 
the  Princefs  of  Poland,  who  was  to  ftay  with  the 
Queen  in  the  Palatinate  of  Rufiia,  till  the  expedi- 
tion was  ended.  But  Prince  James,  who  was  dif- 
fatisfied  with  every  thing  in  his  prefent  fit  of  ill  hu- 
mour, anfwered  that  he  would  not  expofe  his  wife 
to  the  harlh  treatment  of  the  Queen ; and  that  as 
' \ - 

(a)  When  the  throne  was  vacant,  the  Queen  Dowager’s 
party  did  not  fail  to  make  the  moll  of  the  letter  A,  in  favour 
of  Prince  Alexander;  The  Prince  of  Conti’s  fa 51  ion  was  em- 
baraffed  with  this  Tame  A , and  had  nothing  to  fay,  but  that, 
if  the  French  Prince  was  not  an  Alexander  in  name,  he  was 
however,  an  Alexander  in  valour.  Neither  of  thefe  two  got  the 
crown,  but  Auguflus , Eledlor  of  Saxony  ; and  if  the  prophecy 
had  gone  no  farther  than  the  letter  A , it  would  have  had  an 
air  of  truth.  . But  it  added  a terrifying  menace,  mor  etur  brevi, 
he  fhall  die  in  a fhort  time ; now  Auguflus  reigned  thirty  fix 
years  ; which  is  as  much  us  could  naturally  be  expected  for  a 
King  elected  at  the  age  of  twenty  feven.  The  Poles,  notwith- 
ftanding  ihis,  fttll  infill  upon  the  truth  of  the  prophecy,  as 
they  do  upon  the  truth  of  all  thofe  that  relate  to  their  futuio 
Kings. 

to 
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y.  1691.  to  himfetf,  having  no  fettled  revenue,  he  could  not 
bear  the  expence  of  the  campaign.  He  thought 
proper  to  conceal  the  true  reafon : and  the  King, 
who  might  have  laid  his  commands  upon  him,  left 
him  to  his  own  inclinations,  and  departed  without 
him. 

The  next  day,  the  Prince  was  ftill  more  uneafy ; 
and  having  advifed  with  the  Auftrian  Ambafiador, 
gave  notice  to  the  Grand  Chancellor  that  he  would 
leave  the  kingdom,  if  Prince  Alexander  continued 
his  journey ; nor  will  Poland,  added  he,  difapprove 
of  my  retiring,  when  I fliall  inform  the  public  in  a 
manifefto,  that  the  King  intends  the  throne  fora 
younger  fon,  in  prejudice  of  his  elder.'  It  is-  poffi- 
bki  that.the  Queen  might  even  at  that  time  have 
formed  this  project,  as  it  appeared  flie  afterwards 
did*,  but  the  King  certainly  never  thought  of  it ; 
and  had  he  been  at  all  prejudiced  in  favour  of  his 
younger  ions,  at  an  age  when  the  dilpofitions  of  the 
mind  do  not  yet  unfold  themfelves,  it  is  probable 
he  would  have  leaned  towards  Prince  Conftantine, 
the  youngeft,  who  was  his  very  pifture.  But  Prince 
James’s  paflion  would  fuflfer  htm  to  attend  to  no- 
thing. 

The  King  ordered  him  to  be  told,  that  he  might 
fet  out,  with  a father's  curfe  attending  him,  when- 
ever he  pleafed  ; but  that  he  muft  never  more  expedt 
to  fee  his  Sovereign  and  hi*  father.  This  menace 
had  no  effeft  upon  the  Prince,  who  anfwered,  that 
he  was  going  to  retire  to  the  Netherlands,  of  which 
Spain  had  offered  him  the  government.  The  King 
was  highly  exafperated,  and  had  thoughts  of  punifh- 
ing  him : his  punifliment  was  already  begun  j for 
the  courtiers  dnrft  not  vific  him,  and  even  his 
friends  forfook  him.  The  Jefoit  Vota  and  the  Ve- 
netian Refident,  both  'of  them  eloquent  and  in- 
ffnuating,  endeavoured  in  a private  conference  to 
convince  him  of  the  weaknefs  of  his  jealoufy  againft 
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a brother,  whofe  tender  age  entitled  him  to  a few  Y- 
empty  careffes  ; of  the  injustice  of  his  fufpicions  with 
regard  to  the  fucceflion  to  the  crown ; and  of  the 
enormity  and  the  danger  of  rebelling  againft  his  fa- 
ther and  his  King.  They  prevailed  upon  him  to 
a(k  pardon,  and  told  him  that  he  would  be  very  hap- 
py, if  he  could  obtain  it.  The  Prince  therefore 
went  to  the  army  to  throw  himfelf  at  the  King’s 
feet.  The' father  foon  forgave  him,,  and  permitted 
him  to  (hare  the  laurels  which  he  expeCted  to  ga- 
ther this  campaign.  It  was  an  affeCting  fight  to 
fee  the  hero  between  his  two  fons,  one  reftored  to 
favour,  and  already  inured  to  arms  : the  other  al- 
ways beloved,  and  going  to  learn  the  way  to  con- 
<pieft  : and  all  three  marching  againft  the^  enemies 
of  their  country.  , The  Queen  and  the1  Princefs  of 
Poland  ftaid  behind  upon  the  frontiers,  and 'Con- 
cealed their  mutual  averfion  (a). 

It  was  tefolved,  in  the  council  of  war  held  by 
the  Poles,  to  enter  Walachia,  as  the  fiege  of  Ka- 
minieck  ftili  appeared,  impracticable  with  their  pre- 
fent  forces;  to  make  themfclves  matters  by  the 
way,  of  Sorock , a Turkifh  fortrefs  upon  the  Niefter  j 
and  to  haften  die  junction  of  the  Coflacks.  The 
thing  that  retarded  them  was,  their  having  neither 
cjothes  nor  money ; but  the  King  fupplied  them, 
with  both,  at  his  own  expence;  left  a. body  of  troops 
to  be  a check  upon  the  garrifon  of  Kaminieck ; paf- 
fed  the  Niefter  in  the  end  of  Auguft ; and  halted  at 
Snyatin,  a trading  town  upon  the  left  bank  of  the 
Pruth.  This  was  the  place  appointed  for  his  receiv- 
ing a reinforcement  from  Leopold;  but  Leopold 
had  acquired  a privilege  of  minding  only  his  own 
interefts,  and  was  befldes  full  of  employment  with, 
the  Turks  and  Lewis  XIV. 

fa)  Zaluiki,  tom.  i.  p.  1222  and  1223* 

' The 
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y.  1691.  The  King  of  Poland’s  (till  continuing  faithful  toi 
his  ally,  after  the  breach  of  fo  many,  protnifes, 
muft  be  accounted  for  by  fuppofing,  that  he  looked 
upon  the  Emperor’s  behaviour  only  as  a political 
delay,  in  order  to  keep  him  Heady  to  the  league, 
and  not  hs  a direct  intention  to  violate  his  engage- 
ments. He  might  believe,  that  the  Emperor  wait- 
ed only  for  the  eXpulfion  of  the  Turks  out  of  Hun- 
gary, to  fulfil  his  promifes.  Upon  any  other 
footing,  his,  conftancy  would  be  an  inexplicable 
asnigma.  There  are  indeed  writers,  fo  zealous  for 
his  glory,  as  to  pretend,  that,  without  regarding 
his  own  interefts,  he  continued  fledfaft  in  the  league, 
and  made  the  necefiary  diverfions,  meerly  to  keep 
the  faith  of  treaties,  and  to  promote  the  common 
good  of  Chriftendom.  But  tjbe  defigns  of  fove- 
reign^are  not  di&ated  by  fuch  generous  views ; and 
befides,  their  perfonal  virtues  lhould  be  made  coin- 
cident with  the  'happinefs  of  their  fubjefts ; whereas 
Poland  fuffered  immenfely  by  the  length  of  this 
war. 

The  army,  however,  marched  on  with  that  re- 
Jblution  which  the  prefence  of  a great  General  al- 
ways infpires,  and  with  more  joy  than  their  leader 
was  capable  of  tailing.  . The  difcord  which  he  faw 
encreafing  between  his  two  fons,  difturbed  him  as 
much  as  the  perfidious  conduit  of  the  Emperor. 
Prince  Alexander,  who  was  eager  after  knowledge, 
and  pried  curioufly  into  every  thing,  was  perpetual- 
ly mixing  with  the.  troops,  vifiting  the  polls,  caref- 
fing  the  officers,  going  into  the  tents  of  the  foldiers, 
pitying  their  hardlhips,  examining  into  their  wants, 
and  making  them  prefents. , Prince  James  treated 
this  behaviour  as  an’ ambitious  affectation  of  popu- 
larity, as  an  artifice  to  feduce  the  multitude,  and  as 
treafon  againft  bis  elder  brother.  They  lpoked  at 
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feach  other  with  jealous  eyes,  burftout  intooflfenfive  Y-  lf9l* 
words,  and  fometimes  forgot  that  they  were  bro-  , 
then,  even  before  their  father,  who  teemed  to  fore- 
lee  that  their  rivalfliip  would  one  day  occafion  the 
crown’s  going  out  of  his  family.  It  will  be  eafter 
for  me,  faid  he,  to  get  the  better  of  the  enemy  I am 
going  in  queft  of,  than  of  my  own  font. 

As  the  army  marched  on,  intelligence  was  brought 
that  the  Hofpodar  of  MoldOvia  waited  for  them  . 
hear  Pererita,  with  twenty  thoufand  Tartafs.  This 
Would  have  been  of  (mail  confequence  ; but  it  was 
added,  that  thirty  thoufand  Turks  were  advancing 
through  the  Bud2iac ; and.  this  was  a much  greater 
number  than  was  neceflary  to  difpute  the  conqueft 
tjf  Moldavia  and  Walachia.  The  Tartars  footi 
made  their  appearance,  and  the  Poles  followed 
them  for  fome  days ; but  famine  attended  their 
ftepS;  and  they  were  forced  to  crofs  the  Pruth,  and. 

Inarch  towards  the  Turks  in  queft  of  fubfiftence. 

The  Turks  were  in  no  hurry  to  meet  them,  their  de- 
figri  being  to  continue  inactive  till  the  advanced  fea- 
fon  fhould  force  the  Poles  to  return  home,  and 
not  to  mirtd  a few  places  which  they  might  poffibly 
make  themfelves  matters  of.  Ih  effeft,  S crock  and 
Nersiecum  were  all  the  fruit  of  the  campaign,  and 
the  Turks  never  drew  their  fibres.  The  vaft  quan- 
tity of  fnow,  which  fell  uncommonly  early,  froze 
the  fbldiers,  broke  up  the  roads,  embarafled  the 
artillery  and  the  waggons,  and  fatigued  both  men  and 
horfes.  When  the  Polifh  army  arrived  upon  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  kingdom,  they  looked  as  if  they  came 
from  a defeat  (a).  This  was  the  fourth  rime  that 
the  King  failed  in  his  attempts  upon  Moldavia  and 
Walachia  ; and  the  fimperor  Leopold  wanted  but 
little  of  being  equally,  or  more  unfortunate,  in  Hun- 
gary, than  the  King  of  Poland. 

(a)  Zaluflri,  tom.  ii.  p.  1*36. 
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Soliman  III.  was  lately  dead*  after  having  reigned 
four  years,  and  obtained  victories  which  be  did  not 
deftrve,  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother,  Ach- 
met  II.  a Prince  equally  void  of  abilities.  But 
Muftapha  Cuprogli  continued  in  the  poll  of  Vifir, 
and  was  encamped  at  Salankemen  upon  the  banks 
of  the  Danube,  Prince  Lewis  of  Baden,  the  Im- 
perial General,  marched  to  give  him  battle,  not 
thinking  him  fo  ftrong,  or  fb  well  encamped ; bijit 
he  was  no  fooner  arrived,  than  he  had.  nothing  left 
him  but  to  retreat.  He  was  attacked  by  the  Turk* 
with  fo  much  courage  and  conduct,  that  Ms  de- 
ftrudtion  feemed  inevitable.  The  field  of  battle 
was  already  covered  with  expiring  Cfiriftians  ; but 
the  Fortune  of  Leopold  decreed,  that  a fhot  fhould 
take  off  the  Vifir,  when  he  had  had  but  little  en- 
joyment of  his  high  ftation  y and  he  died  at  a time 
when  his  glory  was  at  the  higheft,  and  his  life 
tnoft  neceffary.  The  Aga  of  the  Janizaries  was 
capable  of  fupplying  his  place;  but  another  fhot 
laid  him  dead  alfo,  and  the  infidels,  ftruck  with 
condensation,  gaye  up  the  victory ; which,  how- 
ever, was  attended  with  no  advantage  to  the  Impe- 
rialifis,  but  the  taking  of  Lippa,  an  unhappy  town* 
perpetually  taken  and  retaken,  and  equally  ill- 
treated  by  friends  and  foes.  The  very  lavages  in 
their  forefts  enjoy  greater  happinefe. 

The  other  powers  of  the  league  had  dill  led  fuc- 
cefs.  The  Venetians,  being  no  longer  commanded 
by  Morofini,  could  fcarce  maintain  their  ground  in 
tne  Archipelago.  The  Gzar  Peter’s  attention  was 
taken  up  with  civil  commotions  in  his  own  domi- 
nions, and  he  thought  rather  of  Securing  his  own 
throne,  than  lhaking  that  of  Constantinople.  - 

This  campaign  was  the  'laft  ,’tlutt  tfi<r  of 
Poland  ever  made.  It  was  not  his  advanced  age 
that  made  it  neceffary  for,  him  to  retire ; (fpr  fie  was 
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6‘nly  fix  ty- one)  but  forty  years  fpent  in  war,  dur- 
ing which  he  had  never  fpared  his  own  perfon,  ten 
in  the  great  offices  of  the  republic,  eighteen  upon 
a throne  which  required  con  ft  ant  aftion  ; all  thefc 
labours  had  wore  out  his  body,'  and  his  mind  fek 
the  effefts  df  it.  He  fefigned  the  command  of  the 
army  to  the  Grand-General  Jablonowfki,  in  order 
to  apply  himfejf  wholly  to  the  internal  adminiftra- 
tfc>rr  of  the  kingdom ; and  even  this  was  above  his 
fttehgth.  He  was  in  that  ambiguous  fituation,  of 
"bring  too  far  gone  to  govern  himfelf,  and  not  far 
enough  to  be  wholly  governed  by  others. 

/ The  prote&ion  of  the  Queen  enabled  two  Jews 
to  get  poffeffion  of  his  confidence  ; one  of  them, 
the  phyfician,  Jonas,  had  the  care  of  his  body; 

/ the  other,  who  was  a farmer  of  the  revenue,  of 
His  finance's;  and  they  both  underftood  perfectly 
how  io  fupport  each  other,  by  affifting  the  Jews 
their  brethren.  The  farmer,  named  Bethfal , took 
a leafe  ‘Of  the  King's  eftates,  at  a rent  much  ex- 
ceeding thetr  real  value ; and  by  this  means,  gra- 
tified the  ruling  paffion  of  the  King,  who  cpnfi- 
deied  "wealth  as  the  futeft'  expedient  of  fecuring 
Hie  crown  in ; his  family.  But  the  Jew,  while  he 
gave  with  one  hand,  knew  Well  that  he  fhoufcl  re- 
eeivt  much  rriore  With  the  Other.  He  Ibid ' aH  his 
mafter's  favours  to  the  higheft  bidder ; and  farmed 
out  the'  cuftoms  again  at  moft  exorbitant  mtereft. 
The  Queen  Was  acquainted  with  this  lc andalous 
triffick1;  but  it  was  long  a fecret  to  the  King,  bev 
cmife  lie  'Was  h King,  and  ' in  a weak  ftate  of 
health1. ' • :: 

Two  prints  were  handed  about  in  Warfaw;  one 
of  which r rbprefented  perlbns  of  different  nations* 
£ouritihg  out'  money:  'the  Jew  Bethfal,  drawn  to 
the  life,'  was  ‘ examining  Whether  the  ducats  were 
good1;  ‘ahd  his  rnafter,  who,  if  he  had  not  had  a 
-crown  upon  his  head,  might  have  been  taken  for 
G g 2 a banker 
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y*  *«9*.  a banker  or  fcrivener,  was  putting  fome  of  them 
in  a corner  of  his  garment.  He  had.  long  been 
accufed  of  avarice:  but  to  judge  of  thejuljlteeof 
the  charge,  a diftin&ion  mud  be  made;  between  a 
King  who  is  mailer  of  all  the  public  revenues, . and 
a King,  to  whom  the  date  affigns  oply  a certain 
income  for  his  fubfiftence.  The  former,  fince  he- 
rn ay  call  for  what  fums.  he  Scales,  is,  inexculable 
in  being  avarkious  j but  the  latter  is.  obliged  to  be 
frugal.  The  other  print  drew  tears  at  the  fate  of 
heroes.  A Prince,  exhaufted  and  meager,  was  re* 
presented  fitting  in  the  lap  of  a young  woman,  and 
lucking  the  bread  of  an  old  one.  The  number  of 
crowns  which  the  fick  man  had  upon  his  head 
weighed  him  down,  and  contributed  to  his  v weak* 
nefs  as  much  as  the  diforder  he  laboured  under. 
Mod  of  his  crowns  were  plain  and  without  flowers^ 
and  feemed  to  be  in  as  bad  a date  as  he  that  wore 
them.  The  young  woman,  upon  whole  knees  he 
fat,  was  meant  for  the  Princefs  Royal,  who  endea- 
voured, by  her  complaifance,  to  gain  ^ lhare  in 
the  government  with  the  Queen. 

The  King  bore  up  againd  all  his  afflictions,  and 
endeavoured  to  conceal  his  date  of  decay.  He 
came  frequently  to  the  Senate,  but  feldom  daid 
dll  the  breaking  up  of  the  alfembly.  The  only 
amulement  he  had  left,  was  that  of  hunting,  though 
he  could  not  fit  long  on  horfeback,  but  was  loon 
obliged  to  get  into  a carriage,  where  he  faid  that 
he  felt  himfelf  lefs  a man  than  ufual ; and  re- 
flected with  grief  upon  the  opinion  which  prevailed 
in  the  nation,  that  his  mind  was  grown  as  weak  as 
his  body. 

The  whole  body  of  the  republic  was  not  long 
without  feeling  the  effeCts  of  the  languid  date  of 
its  head.  No  bufinefs  was  difpatched  in  the  Chan- 
cery : condition  was  introduced  into  the  adminidra- 
tion : the  coin,  which  was  already  debated  by  the 
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neighbourhood  of  the  Elector  of  Brandenburg,  v 
gflew  ftill  worfe,  and  ruined  the  little  trade  that 
kept  Poland  alive.  Contributions  were  ordered  to 
be  levied,  but  no  money  came  in : the  Grand- 
Treaforer  declared  that  the  treafury  was  exhaufted : 
the  army  was  not  paid : there  were  fcarce  ten  thou- 
faod  men  fit  for  fervice  •,  even  thefe  were  fo  ma- 
ny malcontents,  who  oppreftfed  the  poor  peafants  ; 
and  Jablonowfki,  with  fo  fmall  a force,  could  un- 
dertake nothing.  At  this  juncture,  a Tartarian 
Envoy  came  to  make  the  King  frelh  offers  of  peace, 
from  the  Sultari  Achmet,  upon  terms  with  which 
he  ought  to  have  been  contented : viz.  the  reftitution 
of  all  that  Poland  had  loft,  upon  the  foie  condi- 
tion of  feparating  itfelf  from  the  league.  The  King 
was  indiffolubly  attached  to  that  confederacy  by 
his  projeft  upon  Moldaviaand  Walachia,  and  waited' 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health  ; fo  that  no  refolution 
was  taken,  either  to  continue  the  war,  or  to  make 
peace  Every  one  thought  only  of  his  own  inter- 
eft;  and  all  that  had  power,  employed  it  folely  to 
raife  thtmfelves  upon  the  ruins  of  the  public. 


. End  of  the  Eighth  Book* 


Gga  THE 


Digitized  by  CjO  [C 


y.  i«9j. 


■THE  ' . 

H I S 

T O R Y 

OF 

JOHN 

SOBIESKI 

KING  OF  P 0 LA  N D. 

B O 

O K IX. 

— ■■  - - - — > 

AS  a remedy  for  fo  many  evils*  recourfe  was 
had  to  the  afiembiing  of  diets  ; but  the  dif* 
folution  of  thefe  diets  encrealed  the  diforder.  It  was 
thought,  however,  that  that  which  met  in  1693 
would  have  better  fuccefs,  when  a Bi(hop  re  kindled 
that  fire  in  every  bread,  which  feemed  to  be  juft 
extinguifhed. 

It  is  a cuftom  in  Poland  to  fpare  the  lands  of  the 
church  and  the  nobility,  in  the  appointment  of 
winter 'quarters.  Sapicha,  Grand-Gentral  of  Li- 
thuania, rt6t  knowing  how  to  provide  otherwife 
for  his  ^rmy,  thought  that  all  cuftoms  and  privi- 
leges ought  to  give  way  to  the  fupreme  law  of  the 
public  good;  and  therefore  afiigned  quarters  to  his 
troops  upon  thefe  privileged  lands,  and  demanded 
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contributions  in  proportion.  The  nobility  fubmit-  y.i693, 
ted  Without  any  complaint ; but  Conftantine  Brzo- 
towlki,  Bilhop  of-  Wilna,  a man  who  had  a greater 
regard  for  the  Bulls  of  Rome  than  the  intereft  of , 
his  country,  exclaimed  loudly'  againft  this  violation 
of  the  immunities  of  the  church,  and  "called  Sapie- 
ha  an  atheift.  He  accufed  of  meannefs  and  prevari- 
cation fome  of  hiS  brethren,  who  fubmitted  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  time ; nor  would  he  even  fuffer 
the  ioldiers  to  pafs  over  his  Epifcopal  domain. 

Though  Poland  is  much  more  extenfive  than  France,’ 
it  has  only  feventeen  Bilhops,  who  have  all  coad- 
jutors under  them,  and  two  or  three  Bilhops  in 
parttbus  ( a ),  who  take  care  of  the  diocefes,  while 
the  titular  Bilhops,  by  virtue  of  their  lenatorial  ca* 
pacity,  are  wholly  employed  in  affairs  of  ftate. 

Their  eftates,  like  their  diocefes,  are  ofimmenfe 
extent*  and  it  cannot  be  but  fuch  great  immunities 
muft  be  a burden  to  the  reft  of  the  nation. 

If  the  Bilhop  of  Wilna  had  been  contented  with 
making  his  complaint,  he  would  probably  have  been 
heard  in  the  firft  diet,  and  fome  accommodation 
would  have  been  found  out;  but  he  armed  himfelf 
with  the  thunders  of  the  church,  which,  at  that 
tirbe,  were  more  dreaded  in  Poland  than  they  are 
at  prelent ; and  after  three  canonical  admonitions, 
he  let  them  loofe  upon  the  head  of  the  criminal; 

The  anathema  was  exprelfed  in  the  ftrongeft  terras, 
and  ran  in  this  form : 

Whereas  Cafimir  Sapieba , Grand-General  of  Li - 
thuania , renouncing  bis  baptifml  vow,  to  obey  the 


(a)  A Bilhop  in  fartilus  injidelium,  or,  as  he  is  molt  com- 
monly called,  in  part  dm,  is  one  who  takra  his  title  from  a 
place  which  was  anciently  a Bifhop’s  fee,  bit  is  now  in  the 
polTeflion  of  infidels,  fuch  as  Athens,  Co,inth,  Apamea,  &c. 
By  this  means,  having  no  dircele  of  his  own,  he  is  at  leifure 
to  perform  the  Epifcopal  fur.&ions  for  futh  as  are  too  idle,  too 
infirm,  or  too  much  engaged  in  politi.s,  to  do  them  in.  perlon. 

G g 4 vpgation. 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  q(  JOHN  SO bieski 

Ifi93*  inftigation.  of  the  devil , has  violated  the  privileges  of 
the  church  ; it  is  our  duty  to  cut  off  this  rotten  mem-  •. 
her  with  the  /word  of  excommunication , left  he  Jhould 
inf  eft  the  body  of  the  faithful.  By  virtue  therefore 
of  the  power  we  have  received  from  God , of  Ipofing - 
and  unloofing  ip  heaven  and  on  earth , we  do,  in  fhe  ; 
pame  of  the  blejjed  Trinity,  of  St.  Peter , and  all  the, 
faints , ejeft  him  from  the  bofom  of  the  church,  de- 
prive  him  of  the  participation  of  the  facraments,  and  : 
feparate  him  from  the  fociety  iff  Cbfjlians : and  we 
deliver  up  him , apd  all  his  adherents , to  the  power 
of  Satan , and  to  eternal  fire  (a). 

The  perfoi^thus  delivered  over  to  the  devil  was 
the  head  of  the  Lithuanian  nobility,  a Palatine, 
Senator,  and  Gf  and -General.  The  nobles,  the  Pa- 
latines, the  Senators,  and  the  Generals,  all  confi- 
dered  themfelves  as . wounded  through  his  fides.- 
The  perfons  excommunicated  as  his  adherents  were 
the  officers  of  the  army,  and  all  whom  he 'employed 
to  execute  his  orders.  The  indignation  was  univer- 
fal,  and  the  Biffiop  was  on  the  point  of  being  ana- 
thematized by  the  republic.  But  the  "King,  whq 
wanted  to  refume  part  of  the' great  power  which 
he  had  conferred  upon  the  Sapiehas,  took  the  Bi-  . 
lhop*s  part  $ and  a King  never  declares  for  any 
caufe  whatfoever,  without  drawing  after  him,  alj  who , 
fear  his  refentment,  or  hope  for  his-favouf.  The 
Biffiop,  who  was  af  firft  deferted  by  every  one, 
now  found  himfelf  powerfully  fupported,  and  ef- 
p.ecially  by  his  own  order. 

The  firft  ftep  was  the  publication  of  apologies 
on  each  .fide,  which  are  both  the  fore-runners  and 
the  caufes  of  a warm  contention  to  fucceed.  , The 
defenders  of  the  excommunication  called  to  their 
affifi ante  the  decifions  of  three  Councils,  and  feve- 
rs! Popes,  in  favour  of  the  immunities  of  the  church 

t 

(44  Zalofki,  tom.  ii.  p.  1359., 
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nor  did  they  forget  the  famous  bull  of  Paul  V.  in-  Y*  J6** 
titled,  in  Gaud  Domini , which  excommunicates 
whoever  prefumes  to  meddle  with  any  ecclefiafti* 
cal  pofieffions,  without  the  cenfent  of  the  fee  of 
Rome,  and  infults  all  the  rights  of  fovereigns. 

They  quoted  alfe  the'  decrees  of  feveral  Kings  of 
Poland,  who  had  protefted  thefe  immunities: 
among  whom  were  Jagellon,  Lewis,  Cafimir  III.  > 
Boleflas,  andWenceflas,  whole  virtues  could  not 
fail  to  be  highly  extolled  upon  this  occafion : and 
as  the  warmth  of  deputation  generally  overlhoots 
its  mark,  the  Bilhop  of  Wilna  and  his  adherents 
did  not  feruple  to  maintain,  that  the  church  of 
Poland  was  indebted,  for  all  its  poflefiions,  to  the. 
liberality  of  the  Bifliops  of  Rome. 

Sapieha’s  apologifts  anfwered,  that  the  Popes 
could  not  poflibly  give  away  what  did  not  belong 
to  them } that  the  church  in  general  derived  its 
pofleflions  from  either  Princes  or  people ; that  the 
church  of  Poland  in  particular  had  received  her’s, 
partly  fi;om  her  Kings,  and  partly  from  the  re- 
public ; that  wealth,  given  and  protected  by  the 
ftate,  ought  to  fUpport  its  burdens;  that  Popes 
find  councils,  whofe  commiflions  refpedt  only  an 
inheritance  in  heaven,  have  no  authority  over 
worldly  goods ; that,  .if  the  republic  had  thought 
proper,  upon  certain  occafions,  to  exempt  the  por- 
tion belonging  to  the  church  from  the  common 
burdens,  yet  it  ftill  retained  a right,  by  virtue  of 
its  legiflative  authority,  to  revoke  this  privilege  in 
times  of  apparent  exigence;  and  in  fhort,  that 
Sapiena  was  authorized  by  the . republic,  to  treac 
fhe  lands  of  the  church  in  the  fame  manner  with 
thofe  of  the  nobility  (a)-,  from  whence,  it  was  con- 
cluded, that  the'  excommunication  was  null  and 
ypid. 

(a)  ZaluJki?  tom.  ii.  p£gQS  1415,  & feq. 

- • , This 
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y.  *f*j.  This  opinion  Was  held  by  all  the  lectil&r  clergy, 
even  of  the  diocefe  of  Wilna,  who  refufed  to  pub* 
hth  the  fentence  of  excommunication*  and  exclude 
Sapieha  from  their  churches. 

The  Cardinal  Primate  inclined  alfo  the  fame  way ; 
and  writ  tO  Sapieha  not  to  be  alarmed  at  this  burft 
of  thunder,  which  could  only  ftun  the  ears*  with* 
out  at  all  hurting  the  foul,  when  it  lighted  Upon 
the  heads  of  innocent  perfons ; and  that  in  a fhort 
time  every  mark  .of  it  would  be  entirely  effaced. 
He  writ  alfo  to  the  Bi (hop  of  Wilna*  giving  him 
to  underftand,  “ that  he  had  been  led  adray  by  an 
“ excefs  of  zeal  for  the  interefts  of  the  church ; that 
“ a prudent  Prelate  could  not  hold  up  the  thunder* 
“ bolt  too  long  to  view,  before  he  htirled  it ; that 
“ he  had  gone  beyond  his  power,  in  confultmg 
“ himfelf  only ; that  he  ought  to  have  afked  the 
“ confent  of  the  whole  body  of  Bifhops*  and  much 
“ more  that  of  the  republic,  fince  an  affront  to 
“ the  perfon  of  a General  is  an  affront  to  the  ftate, 
“ from  which  he  derives  his  power ; and  laftly, 
“ that  the  only  Way  of  retrieving  his  error,  was 
“ to  acknowledge  the  invalidity  of  his  fentenee.” 
The  Bifhop  was  in  too  great  a heat  to  liftett 
to  moderate  counfels,  efpecially  being  animated  by 
the  court  ; and  every  new  ftep  that  he  took  was. 
a frefh  mark  of  his  rigour;  He  excommunicated 
all  Regulars,  and  Seculars,  all  Canons,  and  Pafifh- 
Priefts,  who  refufed  to  read  the  anathema  agamft 
the  Grand-General,  and  laid  all  their  churches  On* 
der  aninterdrft;  that  is  to  fay*  hejpfbade  thexltrgy, 
upon  pain  of  eternal  damnation,  to  fay  inafs,  per- 
form the  fervice  of  the  church,  or  admintfter  any 
facrament. 

Sapieha*  in  the  mean  time,  had  never  felt  fe 
ftrong  aSMnclination  to  frequent  churches  and  fa- 
craments,  as  fince  he  was  excommunicated ; and 
both  parties  employed  their  proper  weapons;  the 
■ * . Bifhop, 
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Bilhop,  bis  fpiritual  fwordj  the  General,  military  v. 
execution  : in  proportion  as  the  BHhop  laid  a greater 
burden  upon  confidences,  the  General  increafed 
his  exactions,  upon  the  lands  of  the  church,  and 
particularly  upon  thole  of  the  Bifhop,  beyond  all 
due  bounds.  Now  it  was  that  he  really  macje  a 
bad  ufe  of  his  power ; for  whoever  was  not  of  hii 
patty,  was  fure  to  have  foldiers  quartered  upon  him, 
and  to  be  ruined  by  mercilefs  extortioners. 

The  Primate,  in  order  to  attack  the  evil  in  its 
fource,  fummoned  the  Bilhop  before  him.  The 
Bilhop  refuted  to  appear  } and  the  Primate,  haw- 
ing: decreed  the  excommunication  to  be  null  and 
void,  pafied  a fentertce  of  fufpenfion  upon  the  ex- 
communicator j which  in  effedt  was  adding  fewel 
to  the  flame; 

Santa-Crcee,  the  Apoftolic  Nuncio,  infilled  upon 
it,  that  the  fee  of  Rome  only  had  a right  to  try 
Bifhops.  The  authority  of  Nuncios  had  long  been 
eftablifhed  in  Poland,  and  fubfifled  at  this  time  in 
all  its  vigour.  The  multitude  highly  revered  thefe 
Papal  Minifters,  who  omitted  no  opportunity 
to  extend  their  power,  having  ufurped,  in  times 
of  confufion,  many  prerogatives,  befides  the  right 
which  they  claimed,  of  trying  all. ecclefiaftical  cau- 
fes*  Thefe  prerogatives  they  retained  till  the  year 
1728.  The  laft  century  was  not  the  time  for 
churchmen  to  lofe  ground : Santa  Croce  s objedfc 
was  to  gain  it,  and  he  annulled  the  fentence. 

The  Primate  pretended  that  this  was  an  en- 
croachment upon  his  jurifdidtion,  both  as  Primate 
of  the  kingdom,  and  Legate,  by  office,  of  the  Holy 
See;  and  he  writ  to  the  Pope  to  engage  him  to" 
recall,  and  puniffi  his  Nuncio. 

Sapieha,  in  the  midft  of  thefe  contefts,  carried 
his  head  muck  higher  than  ever.  The  three  other 
Generals  of  the  republic,  Jablonowfki,  Potofki, 
?nd  Slulka,  demanded  fatisfa&ion  at  Rome,  for 
3 tlie 
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f,  *693.  the  infuk  offered  to  their  collegue ; ?nd  their  claim 
tyas  fuppcrted  by  fbme,  but  difputed  by  others,  in 
the  Senate  and  Equeftrian  Order.  There  were 
fbme  Senators,  who,  without  having  recourfe  to 
any  ecclefiafticai  tribunal,  were  for  imitating  the 
conduit  of  the  Venetians,  when  the  Doge  and  the 
Senate  were  excommunicated,  and  the  whole  ftate 
laid  under  an  interdict  by  Paul  V.  in  1606.  The 
Senators  forbade  the  publication  of  the  (entence 
through  the  whole  extent  of  their  territories,  al- 
fcdging,  that  they  were  infpired  by  God  to  hang 
everyone  that  fhould  difobey  their  Orders.  It  was 
too  late  indeed  for  the  PolilH  Senate  to  hinder  the 
publication  of  the  fentence,  but  it  was  in  their 
power  to  punifh  Whoever  fhould  ad  in  confequenee 
of  it.  The  expedient  was  rejeded,  and  ferved  on- 
, ly  to  increafe  the  confufiori.  Thus  were  the  Poles 
engaged  in  quarrels  about  an  excommunication,, 
while  the  Tartars  were  ravaging  the  frontiers  of 
the  kingdom  (a). 

The  King,  when  he  was  in  his  vigour,  would 
have  prevented,  or  extinguifhed  this' flame;  but 
being  now  governed  by  the  advice  of  thofe  .who 
had  the  art  to  lay  hold  of  his  confcience,  by  fe- 
conding  his  inclinations  to  humble  the  family  of* 
Sapieha,  he  helped  to  make  it  burn  the  fiercer., . 
He  ordered  Sapieha  to  come  and  give  an  account, ; 
of  his  proceedings : the  General  anfwered,  that  he  , 
waited  for  the  Pope’s  decifion ; and  if  Rome  did. 
not  do  him  juftice,  he  would  appeal  next  to  tbe)v 
republic.  ''  " 

The  Pope,  being  in  a great  ftrait  between  th« 
King  and  the  republic,  the  Primate  and  the  Nun-,, 
cio,  the  excommunicating  Bifhop  and  the  exconriv 
niunicated  General,  was  unwilling  to  dilbblige  ally  ( 
pf  the  parties.  He  therefore  neither  recalled  his. 

(aj  Zalqi ki,  tom.  ii.  pages  1229,  and  ! 4^1. 
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MunciOj  nor  condemned  the  Prjmate,  or  the  Y- 
Bifhop,  nor  abfolved  the  Grand-General  from  the 
cenfure ; but  fufpended  the  effeft  of  .the  excommu- 
nication for  a year,  on  account  of  the  war,  $nd 
the  important  part  which  the  Grand-General  of 
Lithuania  had  to  aft  in  the  prefent  junfture.  TThia 
was  behaving  like,  a prince,  not  like  a pope  *,,  but 
the  - expedient,  -however  judicious,  was  difrelifhed 
on  all  fides,  and  particularly  by  Sapieha,  who,  in- 
ftead  of  a fufpenfiort  of  punilhment,  expefted  a 
fpeedy  reparation. 

Such  was  the  confuted  date  of  affairs,  when 
the  King,  who  lay  Tick  at  Zolkiew#  iffued  out  hw 
univerfals.  The  fubftance  of  them  is  worth  record- 
ing, as  they  furnifhed  occafion  for  breaking  the  only 
fpring  in  the  machine  of  government,  which  could 
have  reftored  order  to  the  ftate,  and  becaufe  they 
lhew.the  difference  of  ftile  between  a King,  whole 
will  is  fubjeft  to  the  law,  and  a King  who  knows 
no  other  law  but  his  will. 

“ John  the  Third,  to  the  diet  appointed  to 
**  meet  at  Warfaw  on  the  2 2d  of  this  inftant  De- 
**  cember,  greeting.  N 

**  Whereas  it  hath  pleafed  the  Divine  Provi- 
“ dence,  which  railed  us  to  the  government  of  this 
«*  free  people,  and  in  whofe  hands  are  health  and 
“ ficknefs,  to  vifit  us  with  a fit  of  illnefs,  as  we 
*‘  were  fetring  out  upon  our  journey  to  afiift  at  the 
“ diet  i we  receive  this  vifitation  with  all  due  fiab- 
‘‘.miffion,  hoping,  however,  that  it  will-  pleafe 
“ God  to  mitigate  the  violence  of  our  prefent  pains# 
apd  to  reftore  us  to  our  country.  We  even  in - 
tended  to  begin  our  journey,  notwithftanding 
“ our  weaknefs,  if  the  united  advice  of  our  phyfici- 
?«  ans,  and  the  Senators  here  prefent,  together  with 
the  danger  our  life  was  in,  had  not  abfolutely 
“ prevented  us.  We  therefore  make  known  to 
your  dileftions*  by  this  authentic  document, 

what 
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f.  i6jj.  « what  is  our  prefent  ftate,  and  how  ifripoflibte  it 
is  for  us  to  be  prefent  at  the  (gening  of  the 
41  diet ; and  we  conjure  you,  by  your  regard  both 
“ for  your  country  ‘and  our  ' awn  perfonv  to  grartt 
*♦  us  fuch  a delay  as  may  be  fufficient  fw  the  rf- 
«*•  covery  of  our  health,  engaging  to  you  our  royal 
**  promife,  to  appear  at  the  diet' as  foona&our 
**  ftrength  will  permit,  which  we  wife  to  recover 
*♦  folely  for  your  good.  Being  therefore  defirous  tb 
notify  to  you1  this  our  will*  we  commifitorw  the 
“ Cardinal,  Archbifhop  of  Gnefna,  Primate  of  die 
**  kingdom,  and  of  the  great  duchy  of  Lithuania, 
“ to  publiih  and  promulgate  thefe  our  preferttuni- 
“ verfals.  • 

Given  at  Zolkiew,  this  14th  day  of  EVceSP- 
M ber  1693,  in  the  twentieth  year  <tf  our  reigh,’*: 

It  is  obvious,  from  the  tenor  of  this  inftrumenf, 
that  it  was  pofterior  to  another  which  fixed  the 
opening  of  the  diet  at  Warfaw,  'where  the  two 
eftates  of  the  realm  were  expe&ing  the  arrival  of 
their  King.  It  appears  alfo,  that  thefe  feeond  uni- 
verfals,  oceafioned  by  the  King’s  illnefs,  wete  ad- 
drefled  to  the  Primate,  in  order  to  be  communi- 
cated to  the  republic ; a method*  which,  though 
unufual,  would  have  been  thought  of  no  confe- 
quence  in  times  of  harmony  and  concord. 

It  is  necefiary  to  recoiled:,  upon  ‘all  ©ccafions, 
that  a,  Angle  Deputy  has  it  in  his  power  to  flop  the 
proceedings  cf  a diet?  and  all  thofe  from  LichuS* 
nia,  being  devoted  to  Sapieha*  breathed  nothing  • 
but  difcord.  The  Primate,  forefeeing  the  ftorrri, 
excitfed  himlelf  fiom  being  preftht  at  the  afierribly, 
upon  a pretence  bf  indifpofition  j and  to  fijpply 
this  deficiency,  he  Writ’ a circular  letter  to  the  Se- 
nators and  Deputies,  notifying  to  them  the  unt- 
verfals  which  deferred  the  openihg  of  the  diet.  .He 
addrefied  them  by  the  name  of  brethren,  a title 
which  he  had  hitherto  refufed  to  give  them*  efpe- 

cially 
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t dally  the  Deputies ; but  his  letter  was  not  the  better  t.  *693. 

::  received  on  this  account.  The  Deputies  afierted, 

»’  that  the  Primate,  having  np  authority . but  ia  an 
1;  interregnum,  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  pobhcar 
t tion  of  univerfals ; and  that  it.  would,  in  efied,  be 
r acknowledging  a fourth  order  in  the  republic, 
i;  “ BeCdes,  added  they,  as  the  King  has  already 
* “ fixed  the  opening  of  the  diet,  it  is  not  in  his 

i “ power  to. alter  the  time';  non  can  the  day  be 

i “ changed,  without  the  concurrence  of  all  the 

r **  orders  of  the  ftate.”  • 

« It  was  in  vain  for  the  fervaats  of  the  crown  to 
j reprefent,  that  the  King,  being  fick  at  Zotidew,, 
and  unattended  by  the  officers  of  his  chancery, 

) might  well  make,  a miftake  in  the  form,  of  the  uni- 
( verfals;  that  bis  commiffioning  the  Primate  to 
1 ptomulge  them,  implied  a delegation  of  his  own 
, authority  to,  that  Prelate ; that  it  was  wrong,  for  a 
j mere  error  in  form,  upon  an  extraordinary  occafioo, 

, ;to  difturb  fo  good  a Prince,  and  endanger  the  ro- 
[ .public,  whofe  fafety  depended  upon  the  health  of 
, the  King,  and  the  good  fuccefs  of  the  diet  ; and 
, laftly,  that  the  King’s  propofal  was.  not  only  joft  in 
itfeif,  but  had  adually  been  put  in  pradiee  in  the 
. -reign  of  Uladiftas  VII.  who  put  off  the  meeting 
of  a diet,  which  ended  very  happily. 
j The  Deputies  from  Lithuania  were  , deaf  to  all 
, ihefc  repnefentations,  and  refblved  not  to.hsar  the 
-wiyeriats  read  The  Primate  had  ffiifbed  off  the 
hufioefs  of  pubKfhing  them  upon  the  Chancellor, 

, who: came  to  the  church  of  St.  John,  attended  by 

, all  the  orders.  There  was  no  mafs  of  the  Holy 
Ohoft,  nor  any  of  the  ceremonies  ufual  at  the 
opening  of  diets.  The  Polifh  Deputies  ranged 
t&ftm&lyea  on  one  fide,  and  the  Lithuanians  on  the 
‘Other.  All  that  the  Chancellor  could  do,  was  to 
procure  a moment’s  filence,  while  he  notified  the 
King’s  fkfcnels,  -authenticated-  by  legal  proof ; but 

when 
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1«9>  when  he  attempted  to  read  the  univerfals,  his  Voice 
was  drowned  by  the  confuted  noife  of  a hundred 
ethers.  He  therefore  quitted  the  afiembly,  telling 
them,  that  they  would  find  the  inftrument  fixed  up 
at  die  gate  of  the  caftle  of  War  law : fVe  will  aljo 
' fixup  our  protefts  at  the  fame  place , laid  the  Lithua- 

nians. In  Ihort,  no  diet  was  held  ; and  never  was  a 
diet  more  neceflkry  (a). 

The  King  could  not  help  refle&ing,  that  the  Bi- 
:&op  of  Wilna  was  the  firft  author  of  all  this  dis- 
turbance, and  repented  that  he  had  approved  his 
rigid  conduit.  He  reprefented  to  hhn  by  letter,  in 
.the  ftile  of  a friend  rather  than  a mafter,  that 
peace  is  of  all  thtags  the  mofi;  valuable  ; that  it  is 
the  glory  of  the  Epifcopal  character  to  conciliate, 
not  to  divide  ; and  that  he  was  bound  in  duty  to 
remove  the  caufc  of  contention,  by  expreffing  his 
forrow  to  the  General  of  Lithuania  for  having  oc- 
cafioned  it.  The  Prelate  was  a man  of  unexcep- 
tionable morals,  and  an  honeft  heart  *,  his  mind  was 
but-  narrow,  and  confidering,  as  he  did,  his  bulk 
' of  excommunication  as  a fitcred  bulwark,  he  grew 
.more  and  more  perfuaded  that  he  was  the  inftru- 
ment of  heaven,  and  that  it  was  better  to  obey 
God  than  the  King.  Being  naturally  of  a conten- 
tious turn,  he  peftered  the  public  wkb  his  confid- 
ence and  his  clamours,  and  declared  himielf  ready 
to  die  a martyr  for  the  immunities  of  the  church ; 
nor  was  there  any  way  to  reclaim  a man,  who  corr- 
» fidered  himielf  as  a fecond  St.  Thomas  a Becket. 
Even  perfons  of  fcrupulous  piety  blamed  his  obfti- 
liacy;  but  his  own  adherents,  in  the  midft  of  this 
foene  of  confufion,  extolled  his  firmnefs  to  the  (kies ; 
and  the  calamities  of  the  ftate  increafed  every  day. 
v.  i6j4«  While  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  were  thus  run- 
ning to  ruin,  the  King  was  more  fuccefsfol  in  ma- 

(l)  Zalufld,  tost.ii.  pages  1304,  and  1305. 
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naging  thofe  of  his  own  family.  The  EleCtor  of  y.  1694* 
Bavaria  had  lately  loft  His  wife,  and  was  appointed 
Governor  of  the  Span ifh  Netherlands.  The  child 
that  the  EleCtrefs  left  him,  was  confidered  as  pre- 
fnmptive  heir  to  Charles  II.  The  unhappy  mother, 
who  was  daughter  to  the  Emperor  Leopold,  loft 
her  own  life' to  preferve  that  of  her  fon.  The  Elec- 
tor, now  a widower,  was  already  a great  match, 
but  a much  greater  on  account  of  the  expectations' 
he  might  found  upon  this  fon.  Thefe  expectations 
were  laid  open  in  a plan,  communicated  to  the  Elec- 
tor'by  the  King  of  Poland,  upon  the  fubjeCt  of  the 
fucceffion  to  the  crown  of  Spain.  It  contains  the 
firft' origin  of  ore  of  the  molt  important  affairs 
that  ever  involved  Europe  in  war  and  defo’ation, 
and  is  conceived  in  thefe  terms. 

' j.  “ As  Charles  II.  King  of  Spain  has  no  chil- 
“ dren,  the  EleCtor  fhould  think  of  the  fucceffion 
“ to  that  crown  for  his  fon. 

2.  “ He  has  two  rivals  to  cope  with,  theErhpe- 
4t  rot  and  the  King  of  France ; and  being  not 
“ ftrong  enough  to  oppofe  them,  he  ffiould  call  in 
“ the  affiftance  of  one  of  them  againftthe  other. 

; 3.  '**  The  Emperor,  who  lays  claim  to  the  Whole 
“ fuccdlion,  will  certainly  give  him  no  affiftance  ; 

“ nor  could  he,  if  he  were  fo  difpofed,  either  by 
if  Tea  or  land.  By  land,  France  would  interrupt 
**  his  paffage  i and  by  fea,  he  has  neither  Ihips 
,u  nor  ports. 

4.  “ THe  EleCfor  rriuft  therefore  conneCt  him- 
'**  felf  with' France,  by  making  a treaty  of  partition 
44  with  that  crown,  and  give  up  fome,  that  he.  may 
44  gaiti  the  reft. 

■ ' 5.  “ Neither  the  Englifh,  nor  the  Dutch,  nor 
the  whole  league  of  Augfburg  fhould  deter  the 
*k’  EleCfor  from  taking  this  ftep;  for  though  France 
**■  be  furrounded  with  enemies,  Ihe  is  not  yet  fub* 

' H h “ dued  i 

$ ' * ‘ ’ 
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y*  !<><:*•  “ dued ; and  betides,  it  is  very  uncertain  how  long 
“ the  league  of  Augfburg  will  fubfift, 

67  “ France  is  at  prefent  attacked  on  all  fides, 

“ and  therefore  this  is  the  proper  time  to  treat 
' “ with  her;  for  Ihe  would  expect  more  advantage- 

ous  terms  if  a peace  Ihould  be  made.  There  is 
“ alfo  another,  reafon  for  battening  the  treaty  of 
“ partition.  The  child’s  life  is  uncertain ; arid  if 
“ he  fhould  die,  the  Elector  has  no  farther  claim  ; 

“ whereas  ( it  may  be  liipulated  at . prefent,  that 
“ whatever  lhall  be  given  up  to  the  Efeftor  by  the 
‘‘  treaty  of  partition,  lhall  be  irrevocably  his,  even 
“ in  cafe  of  the  child’s  deceafe  (a)*” 

This  plan  is  vifibly  formed  upon  the  fuppofition 
of  two  events,  which  were.deftined  to  be  the  occa- 
fion  of  much  blood  fhed  ; the  death  of  Charles  II. 
without  ilTue,  and  that  of  the  Electoral.  Prince; 
events  which  were  very  poiTible,  becaute  misfbr-. 
tune^  happen  to  men  much  fobner  than  bleifings. 
What  yet  remains  Undifcovered,  is,  how  the  King 
of  Poland  could  be  fo  much  iriterefted  in  the  Elec- 
tor of  Bavaria’s  fortune:  a circumftance  that  is 
amply  accounted  for,  by  obferving  that  he  intended 
to  give  him  his  only  daughter,  Thefefa  Cupegup- 
da  Sobielka.  . 

The  Queen,,  who  was  always  a Frenchwoman 
in  her  heart,  had  at  leaft  as  large  a fhare  in  this  ' 
' negotiation  as  the  King.  She  faw  that  it  was  a 
paeans  of  fixjng  the  Elector,  firmly  in  the  interefts 
pf  France;  a connection,  wl^ch  he  would  probab- 
ly have  avoided,  cpuld  he  have  feen  into  .futurity. 

Be  this  as  it  will,  the  marriage  was  concluded  ; and 
when  the  Prjncefs  took  leave,  of  Poland,  to  go  tq 
her  hulbaad  in  the  Netherlands,  Ihe  was  preferited 
by  her  father  with  a, farewell-poem,  in  the  form  of 
an  epitbalamium.  The  piece  was  very  indifferent. 


( a)  Zalufki,  tom.  ii. 


p.  i36^. 
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but  this  was  more  the  fault  of  the  age,  than  of  the  Y- l6?4- 
Royal  bard  ; for  the  sera,  of  good  poetry  is  not  even 
yet  arrived  in  Poland. 

T^his  marriage  was  the  laft  thing  that  gave  the 
King  any  pleafure ; and  yet  it  was  very  near  being 
broke  off.  The  Elector's  Envoy  at  Warfaw  requir- 
ed a fortune  of  five  hundred  thoufand  Imperials  •,  a 
fum,  which  many  a merchant  at  London,  or  farmer  * 
of  the  revenue  at  Paris,  can  give  his  daughter,  but  was 
thought  exorbitant  by  the  King  of  Poland.  The 
Queen  removed  the  difficulty,  by  becoming  bound, 
unknown  to  her  hufband,  for  part  of  the  money  ; 
but  when  the  time  of  payment  came,  fhe  found 
'herfelF  at  a Iofs  ; for,  though  the  King  admitted 
her  into  his  heart  and  his  cabinet,  fhe  was  excluded 
from  his  purfe.  In  this  diflrefs,  fhe  loaded  ten 
Swedifh  fhips  with  corn  from  Poland,  and  fentthem 
to  France,  where  bread  began  to  be  very  dear  •,  and, 
was  thus  indebted  to  trade  for  being  able  to  fu^lj 
her  engagements  (a).  . ' '7  . 

The  perfon,  who  fuggefted  to  her  this  expedient, 
was  the  famous  Melchior  de  Polignac , Abbot  of  Bon-, 
port,  lately  arrived  from  France*  with  the  character 
of  Ambaffador  extraordinary  j arid’  who  afterwards 
diflinguiffied  himielf  greatly  in  the  fame  capacity, 

’ipon  other  occafions,  as  well  as  in  the  church,  "the 
college  .of  Cardinals,  and  the  republic  of  letters. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  was  equally admired  and 
dreaded  in  Poland.  The  graces  of  his  perfon,  the 
elegance  of  his  wit,  the  poiitenefs  of  his  manners, 
the  brightnefs  of  his  genius,  the  charms  of  his  elo- 
quence, and  the  fubtilty  more  than  the  depth  of 
his  politics,  gave  him  fuch  influence,  that  inftead 
of  a foreign  Ambaffador,  one  would  have  taken 
him  for  the  firft  Minifter  of  Poland.  Before  his 
arrival,'  the  Germans  were  uppermoft  at  court ; but 

^ Zalufk',  tom.  u.  p.  1,407.  . 
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y.  »£»*.  France  foon  gained  the  attendant.  He  made  one 
at  all  cabinet- councils  •,  and  while  the  King  was  ob- 
liged to  be  faking  care  of  his  health,  he  was  often 
in  private  with  the  Queen.  The  women  and  the 
courtiers  diverted  themfelves  with  this  intimacy, 
without  reflefting  that  the  Queen  had  renounced  the 
foibles  of  a woman  to  adopt  the  pafiions  of  a man. 
This  was  the  topic  of  Sapieha’s  declamations,  who 
, (till  continued  at  enmity  with  the  court,  on  account 
of  the  old  grudge  of  Wilna. 

' The  fubftance  of  the  manifefto  which  he  publifh- 
ed  at  this  juncture  was,  “ that  the  bufinefs  of  the 
“ kingdom  was  no  longer  fettled  either  in  the  Senate 
“ or  the  diets,  but  in  the  King’s,  or  rather  in  the 
“ Queen’s,  cabinet,  which  was  become  the  grave 
“ of  the  laws  and  liberty  of  Poland  : that  a fcheme 
“ was  there  concerted  to  opprefs  the  firft  nobles  of 
“ the  ftate,  who  might  fee,  by  his  example,  what 
“ they  had  to  fear  for  themfelves  : that  the  French 
, “ Ambaflador  had  all  the  craft  of  Mazarin,  and 
**  all  the  inflexible  cruelty  of  Richelieu ; that  he 
gave  the  court  a relifh  for  the  haughtinefs  of 
h»s  matter  and  the  defpotifm  of  his  country,  and 
“ that  it  was  time  for  all  true  Poles  to  watch  over 
“ the  fafety  of  the  republic  (a). 

In  times  of  difturbance,  there  is  nothing  which  i$ 
not  capable  of  giving  an  alarm.  The  King  afiem- 
bled  the  Senate,  but  there  was  no  unanimity  of  fen- 
timent;  and  the  difputesran  fo  high,  as  to  renew 
what  happened  more  than  once  in  the  councils  of 
ftate  at  Rome  and  Athens  (b).  Potofki,  the  great 
Huntfman  of  the  crown,  ftruck  a Senator  who  wa$ 

(a)  Zaluflci,  tom.  ii.  p.  1364. 

(b)  When  Themiftocles  faid  to  Euribyades,  firrke but  hear 
vte,  the  latter  had  his  hand  lifted  up  over  him.  We  may  call 
fhe  manners  of  thofe  times  rude,  but  they  were  tender  of  hu- 
man blood  ; §ad  the  fwprd  was  never  drawn  bpt  againft  ap 
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landing  by  the  King’s  fide ; and  no  method  was  Y‘ 
taken  to  avenge  this  infult  up'dn  the  majefty  of  the 
King  and  the  dignity  of  the  Senate. 

Provincial  diets  were  aflembled,  but  the-  members 
came  to  them  fword  in  hand.  The.  Bifhop  of  Sa- 
mogitia,  who  was  one  of  thofe  that  efpoufed  the 
Bilhop  of  Wilna’s  caufe,  was  taken  by  the  throat'} 
and  blood  was  fpilt  between  thofe  that  attacked  him 
fo  roughly,  and  thofe  that  ran  to  his  defence. 

The  confufion  of  the  Dietines  was  no  favourable 
omen  that  reafon  would  prefide  in  the  fubfequent 
diet ; and  accordingly,  fenfelefs  fury  prevailed.  The 
firft  point  entered  upon,  was  how  to  reconcile  Sa- 
piehfr  and  the-  Bilhop  of  Wilna.  The  Apoftolic 
Nuncio  had  been  already  prevailed  on  to  fubmit,  , 
and  exprefs  his  forrow  at  having  encroached  upon 
the  Primate’s  jurifdiftion,  in  favour  of  the  Bilhop’s 
fevere  proceedings.  But  the  Bilhop  continued  in- 
flexible, and  it  feemed  as  if  he  took  a pleafure  in 
brandilhing  the  torch  of  difcord  over  the  aflembly 
of  the  nation.  By  this  means,  the  firft  meeting 
was  fpent  in  mutual  clamours.  The  fucceeding 
night,  the  Caftellan  of  Lencici’s  (a)  fon,  having  had 
a warm  difpute  at  table  about  public  affairs  with  an  . 
officer  of  the  court,  followed  him  thither,  and 
found  him  in  the  Queen’s  apartments.  From  abu- 
five  words,  he  inftandy  proceeded  to  threats,  and 
even  a blow.  The  officer  laid  his  hhnd  upon  his 
, fword,  and  three  others  were  immediately  drawn 
againft  him } for  the  Caftellan’s  fon  had  brought 
with  him  two  of  the  Primate’s  domeftics.  An  of- 
ficer of  the  guard  ftept  between,  and  was  run  through 
the  body.  The  Queen  hearing  a noife,  opened  her 
door,  and  wa3  prefented  with  the  fight  of  a ftream 
of  blood,  and  the  officer  falling  to  the  ground. 
The  Gladiators  were  all  arrefted,  except  the  moft 

(a)  A town  of  Poland,  the  metropolis  of  the  Palatinate  of 
the  fame  name,  fitaated  upon  the  river  Bzura. 
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694.  guilty  of  all,  out  of  regard  to  the  Caftellan  his 
father,  who  ought  to  have  been  punilhed  for  not 
teaching  his  fon  better  manners ; and  though  this 
violation  of  the  Queen’s  apartment  was  confidered 
. as  an  aCt  of  High-Treafon,  it  remained  unpunilh- 
ed ; becaufe,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  confulion,  au- 
thority was  uhfupported  by  power  (a). 

The  diet  refumed  its  fittings,  but  it  was  only  to 
vent  theanimofity  that  the  members  had  in  their 
. hearts.  The  Poles  and  Lithuanians  feemed  no  lon- 
' ger  to  have  the  fame  laws  and  the  fame  King;  nor 
was  the  difcord  confined  to  the  mafters,  but  fpread 
among  the  fervants.  There  is  an  abufe  which  the 
republic  connives  at,  perhaps  for  political  reafons, 

, and  ip  order  to  encourage  a martial  fpirit  among  all 
degrees  of  men.  While  the  diets  are  fitting,  the 
fervants  of  the  great  Lords,  who  are  very  numerous, 
and  mo(l  of  them  Gentlemen,  get  together,  form 
. themfclves  into  two  armies,  a Polilh  and  a Lithua- 
. nian,  under  two  Marffials,  (diftinguithed  by  their 
exploits,  fuch  as  they  are)  march  into  the  fields  with 
: kettle-drums  and  trumpets,  attack  each  other  with 
Ricks  and  {tones,  purfue  the  vanquifhed  party,  be- 
fiege  them  in  the  neighbouring  houfes,  and  after- 
wards return  into  the  city  like  regular  troops.  This 
war,  though  carried  on  without  fire-arms  or  fwords, 

. is  generally  attended  with  bloodflied,  but  with  more 
than  ufual  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

\^hile  the  armies  were  engaged  as  .ufual,  two  Li- 
thuanian officers,  at' the  head  of  a hundred  and  fifty 
horfe,  fell  unexpectedly  upon  the  Poles  with  fabres 
and  piftols,  and  killed  and  wounded  many.  The 
match  being  now  unequal,  the  Poles  retreated, 
and  the  night  was  fpentin  endeavouring  to  prevent 
a greater  effufion  of  blood.  The  mediators  hoped 
they  had  fucceeded;  but  the  next  morning  the 


(a)  ZalufkK  torn.  ii.  p.  1515. 
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bleeding  bodies  , were  brought  before  the  caftle  where  15»4- 
the  diet  was  afiembled,  and  the  fight  roufed  afrefh 
the  fury  of  the  Polilh  fervants.  The  two  Lithua- 
nian officers,  who  were  the  authors  of  the  carnage, 
were  imprudent  enough  to  appear  at  the  gate  of  the  - 
caftle.  The  Poles  fell  upon  them,  and  it  was  with 
,great  difficulty  that  they  were  faved  by  the  guards  ; 
but  their  fervants  were  upon  the  point  of  being 
torn  in  pieces,  and  ruffied  into  the  caftle  where  they 
were  purfued  to  the  chamber  of  Deputies.  The 
Lithuanian  Deputies  were  themfelves  infulted  ; at.d 
inftantly  left  their  feats,  crying  out,  that  fince  they 
, could  not  be  fafe  in  the  very  fanftuary  of  the  re- 
public, they  quitted  the  diet,  and  protefted  againft 
.all  its  proceedings  : a ftep,  which  of  courlie  put  an 
end  to  the  fefiion. 

During  the  whole  time  that  this  frenzy  lafted,  a 
. Lithuanian  could  not  appear  in  the  ftreets  without 
danger  : it  was  much  fafer  to  be  a Turk  or  a Tar- 
tar. . Prince  Alexander  was  fufpe&ed  of  having 
raifed,  this  tumult,  by  diftributing  fecret  bribes  : 
but, whatever  might  be  its  origin,  it  could  not  be 
. quieted  without  troops,  and  the  interpofition  of  the 
royal  authority  (a). 

In  the  midft  of  thele  inteftine  broils,  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  the  Poles  to  carry  the  war  abroad  ; and 
Accordingly  they  ftaid  at  home,  forgetting  the  views 
- of  their  King,  and  their  engagements  with  the 
, league.  , In  the  mean  time,  the  Imperialifts  befieged 
Belgrade,  but  were  forced  to  raife  the  fiege.  The 
1 Turks  did  not  purfue  them  •,  but  the  Tartars  were 
ordered  to  go  and  ravage  Hungary,  in  order  to  de- 
prive them  of  the  means  of  fubfifting.  The  old 
proverb,  that  a flying  enemy  fhould  be  fupplied  with 
. a bridge  of  gold , was  found  to  be  a true  one  upon 
this  occafion.  The  German  General,  Hofkircheny 

(a)  Zaluflci,  torn.  ii.p.  1523. 
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Y.  1694.  furrounded  the  Tartars  that  came  ta  ftafve  him,  fo 
as  to  leave  them  no  way  to  efcape.  In  this  fitua- 
tion,  they  for  the  firft  time  quitted  their  horfes  to 
fight  on  foot,  and  force  their  way  fword  in  hand. 
The  expedient  was  fuggefted  to  them  by  their  Sul- 
tain  Selim-Gerai,  but  it  coft  them  very  dear : how- 
ever, the  Tartars,  at  this  time,  fhewed  more  fpirit 
than  the  Poles. 

y.  1695.  The  republic  feemed  to  be  haftening  with  all  ex- 
pedition to  her  ruin.  Her  counfels  were  brought 
to  no  maturity ; the  Lithuanians  being  for  One 
thing,  and  the  Poles  for  another;  and  thele  two 
principal  parties  were  fubdivided  into  different 
branches,  engaged  in  perpetual  contefts  with  each 
other.  The  Senate  confidered  the  Equeftrian  Order 
as  no  better  than  a factious  crew  ; and  the  Equef- 
trian Order  liftened  to  the  Senate  as  an  aflembly  of 
mere  idle  declaimers.  The  King  was  treated  with 
no  fort  of  refpett  ; and  his  difpleafure  was  fo  little 
dreaded,  that  the  Grand -Marfhal  divorced  his 
niece,  to  make  room  for  another  wife,  and  refuted 
to  pay  back  her  fortune.  There  was  no  union  any 
where  except  among'the  four  Generals ; but  the  two 
armies  grew  daily  weaker,  becaufe  no  ftate  can  ac- 
quire ftrength  but  in  times  of  domeftic  tranquil- 
lity. 

If,  in- the  midft  of  thele  civil  convulfions,  the 
Turks  had  appeared  in  arms,  Poland  mufthavefub- 
mitted  agan  to  that  yoke  fronv which  the  King  had 
delivered  it.  Jablonowfki  was  juftly  commended, 
for  leaving  the  fquabbles  of  the  capital,  to  go  and 
reprefs  the  incurfions  of  the  Tartars ; and  though 
, he  could  not  hinder  them  from  fetting  fire  to  the 
fuburbs  of  Leopol,  he  a't  lead  preferved  the  town. 
The  King  was  highly  chagrined,  that  he  could  not, 
as  ufual,  carry  terror  into  the  enemy’s  country,  in- 
ftead  of  differing  their  ravages  at  home.  He  would 
have  fgund  an  enemy  worthy  of  him,  in  the  Sul- 
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tan  Muftapha  II.  Achgnet  was  lately  dead*  and  his  y.  i6jj. 
lofs  was  as  little  regretted  as  that  of  his  brother 
Soliman.  Muftapha,  their  nephew,  fon  to  Maho- 
met IV.  was  deftined  to  make  the  empire  amends 
for  the  incapacity  of  his  two  uncles.  He  poflefled 
a lolid  judgment,  applied  himlelf  clolely  to  bufi- 
hefs,  was  moderate  in  his  pleafures,  neither  covetous 
nor  profufe  in  his  expences,  an  excellent  horfeman,  , 
fkilled  in  the  ufe  of  arms,  a lover  of  glory,  and 
endued  with  ardent  courage.  Such  were  his  per- 
fonal  qualities ; and  he  declared,  upon  afcending 
the  throne,  that  he  would  not  bear  the  name  of 
Emperor  in  vain,  and  would  always  command  his 
armies  in  perfon.  He  begun  the  campaign  early  in 
the  year ; and  in  order  to  know  what  opinion  the 
army  entertained  of  him  and  his  Generals,  he  of- 
ten difguifed  himfelf  like  a common  foldier;  an 
eafy  way  of  coming  at  truth,  but  the  generality  of 
Sovereighs  like  better  to  be  flattered  to  their  faces. 

The  Sultan  heard  fome  complaints  againft  his  go- 
vernment, and  endeavoured  to  corred  his  faults  ; 
he  learnt  alfo  that  the  Vifir  had  kept  back  the 
fums  that  were  neceflary  to  put  the  artillery  in  2 
good  condition,  while  at  the  fame  time  there  was  a 
large  allowance  for  this  article  in  his  accounts.  He 
ordered  that  Minifter  to  be  ftrangled,  and  his  body 
to  be  expofed  to  view  three  days  before  the  whole  , 
camp ; a fight,  which  ftruck  terror  into  all,  who 
had  not  fo  good  a claim  as  the  Vifir  to  be  indulg- 
ed in  robbing  the  public.  The  Turks  are  a peo- 
ple of  fierce  manners.  But  they  have  a fincere  re- 
gard for  juftice.  Having  given  this  ftriking  lef\ 
fon,  the  Sultan  palled  the  Danube,  took  and  de- 
molilhed  the  towns  of  Lippa  and  Titul,  and  march- 
ed to  give  battle  to  General  Veteran who  convinc- 
ed him  by  experience,  that  the  intrepidity  of  a com- 
mander is  not  fufficient  to  enfure  vi&ory,  when  his 
foldiers  are  dilheartened.  The  Janizaries  were  broke, 
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v.  1695.  and  took  to  flight,  -with  ieveral  Bafhaws  .at  their' 
•head ; the  firft  that  came  in  the  Sultan’s  way  was 
' named  Sebahyn  or  Faulcon : Go,  fays  he,  tbou  art 
■but  a Crane  that  draweft  other  Cranes  after  thee. 
Til  fet  thee  a different  example.  The -Sultan  had  a 
- drawn  fcymetar  in  his  band:*  the  runaways  faced 
about,  and  returned  to  the  charge : Veterani  was 
wounded,  the  Imperialifts  were  worfted  and  retreat- 
ed (a ).  Under  a great  Prince,  all  the  fprings  of 
government  get  ftrength  together } and  Muftapha 
was  fcarce  featedon  the  throne,. before  he  had  thought 
of  every -thing.  The  Turkifli  marine  was  fallen 
. to  abfolute  ruin.  The  Venetians,  purfuing  their 
-fuccefies,  had  taken  the  ifleof  Chio,  and  from  thence 
gave  law  to  the  • fea.  Their  -fleet  was  aftoailhed  as 
at  a prodigy,  to  fee  a Turkifli  Iquadron  of  fuch 
ftrength,  that  they  durft  not  - ftand  a battle.  The 
• ifland  was  again  reduced  under  the  Ottoman  yoke ; 
and  the  Sultan,  -vidorious  by  fea  and  land,  returned 
to  triumph  in  his  capital  (b). 

The' immutability  of  the  Ottoman  power  is  an 
objed  that  may  well  occafion  . fome  furprize;  for, 
-from  the  battle  of  Vienna  to  the  prefent  time,  it 
has  loft  ndthing  but  a few  conquered  cities  in  Hun- 
gary. In  order  to  overturn 'that  Coloflus,  it  muft 
be  attacked  by  a Angle  Chriftian  power  of  equal 
ftrength  1 but  it  is  better  perhaps  to  let  it  ftand, 
fince  providence  permits  it ; befides,  it  is,  fparing 
the  blood  of  Chriftians  as  well  as  Infidels.  When 
they  are  told  of  the  danger  they  would  be  in,  if  all 
the  Chriftian-  Princes,  lhould  unite  againft  them, 
they  anfwer,-that  their  Emperor  is  like  a Lion,  who 
nfevefr  fears  the  barking  of  little  dogs;  and  they  ap- 
peal to  the -time  of  theCrufades. 

’ When  intelligence  of  the  Sultan’s  fuccels  was 
brought  to,  W arfaw,  it  raifed  the  moft  difmal  ap- 

(aj  Can;emitr  toni.  iL  p.  237.  . (b)  Ibid.  p.  239. 
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prehenfions  of  his  future  attempts.  He  had  in  ef- 
fect formed  a defign  to  chaftife  the  republic  in  fuch 
a manner  as  never  to  fear  it  any  more,  efpecially 
now  it  was  deprived  of  the  protection  of  its  hero, 
who  grew  daily  more  incapable  of  defending  it.  . 

It  was  impoflible  for  the  republic  to  fubnft  long 
in  its  prefent  violent  date.  The  King,  who  was 
more  concerned  at  it  than  at  his  own  diforder,  was 
inceflantly  exhorting  the  grandees  to  peace.  He  re- 
minded them  of  all  that  he  had  done  for  • the  wel- 
fare of  Poland,  of  his  labours  and  his  victories,  of 
the  wealth  he  had  conferred  upon  them,  of  the  oath 
they  had  taken  to  promote  the  public  good,  and' 
of  the  love  they  owed  their  country,  which  is  the 
molt  facred  of  all  obligations. 

The  Senate,  being  delivered  from  the  clamours 
of  the  Equeftrian  Order,  by  the  diflolution  of  the 
diet,,  hoped  to  carry  on  its  deliberations  with  more 
tranquillity ; but  the  Lithuanian  Senators,  out  of 
hatred  to  the  Bilhop  of  Wilna,  propofed  the  exclu-' 
fion  of  allBifhops  from  the  Senate.  But  this  pro- 
pofal  was  a direft  violation  of  the  conftitution,  and 
too  unjuft  to  be  maintained  ; they  therefore  defifted 
from  it,  and  the  Bilhops  took  their  feats  as  ufual. 

The  firft  refolution  they  agreed  in,  was  to  imitate 
the  conduCt  of  the  Roman,  Senate  in  times  of  great 
danger.  An  order  was  iflued  to  all  the  Palatinates 
to  take  care  that  the  republic  received  no  detriment, 
ne  quid  detriment!  refpublica  capiat.  After  this  or- 
der, which  was  rather  calculated  to  afcertain  the 
greatnefs  of  the  danger  than  to  prevent  its  arrival, 
they  proceeded  to  propofe  different  expedients. 

Some  were  for  aflembling  the  Pofpolite  (a)  to 
oppofe  the  enemy  abroad,  while  the  Senate  fhould 
endeavour  to  reftore  peace  at  home. 

(a)  The  tetters  that  are  fent  round  to  aflemble  this  body  of 
troops,  are  called  Litter.e  tejUum.^ 
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y.  1695.  Others  voted  for  a diet  on  horfeback,  called  Go*  I 
tnitia  pahdata,  which  confifts  of  the  Senate  and  the  1 
body  of  Deputies  afiembled  under  arms  in  the  open 
field.  Its  operations  are  much  more  decifive  thin 
thofe  of  an  ordinary  diet,  called  Comitia  togatd ; 
becaufe,  in  a divifion  of  opinions,  the  fabre  deter- 
mines the  debate  ( a). 

' While  the  Senate  was  thus  deliberating,  without 
coming  to  any  conclufion,  the  Equeftrian  Order 
were  thinking  of  a Rokofz,  a word  of  dreadful 
meaning,  which  denotes  the  utmoft  diforder  ima- 
ginable. All  the  nobles,  by  virtue  of  the  , Rokofz , 
are  obliged  to  take  up  arms  in  defence,  as  they  fay, 
of  their  country ; but  the  confederacy  is  in  fad  al- 
ways formed  againft  the  King  and  the  Senate.  They 
fwear  in  caput  & anitnam , by  their  lives  and  fouls  : 
an  oath  of  bloody  import. 

The  republic  was  terrified  at  her  own  fituatioft, 
and  continued  in  a ftate  of  fufpence,  without  re- 
folving  on  any  thing.  It  was  in  vain  to  look  up  to 
the  King  for  he  was  no  longer  poflfefied  of  that 
vigour  and  prudence,  which  had  fo  often  preferved 
her  from  ruin.  That  fhe  did  not  perifh  in  this 
jun&ure,  was  wholly  owing  to  her  laws.  A ftate, 
which  is  governed  -by  their  authority,  may  indeed 
feel  convulfions ; hut  it  is  like  the  trembling  of  the 
earth  between  chains  of  mountains*  which  hinder 
its  frame  from  being  diffolved. 

But  whatever  became  of  the  nation,  the  Senate 
refolved  to  fhew  its  authority  in  a matter  that  could 
not  but  pleafe  the  multitude.  .The  Jew,  Bethfal, 
made  himfelf  daily  more  odious:  a hundred  at- 
tempts were  made  to  aflaffinate  him  ; but  his  pru- 
dence always  prevented  the  efFefts  of  the  public 
hatred.  He  had  in  his  pay  a guard  of  thirty  Polilh 
, nobles,  whp  were  interefted  to  prefcrve  the  life  of  a 
than  who  kept  them  from  want.  He  was,  upon 
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the  whole,  a fort  of  prime  Minifter  rather  than  a Y*  i69S* 
farmer  of  the  revenue.  The  Jews  confidered  them- 
felves  as  living  under  the  prote&ion  of  a fecond 
Mordecai  in  the  reign  of  Ahafuerus  ; but  the  Poles 
looked  upon  him  as  a public  peft.  Thofe,  who  haa 
purchafed  of  him  the  favours  of  the  court,  were  the 
firft  to  complain  of,  and  accufe,  him.  He  was 
condemned  to  death,  notwithftanding  the  efforts  of' 
the  King,  who  had  but  juft  intereft  enough  to  fave 
his  life  ; which  he  dragged  along  in  mifery  the  reft  of 
his  days,  and  at  laft  died  infolvent.  The  phyfician 
Jonas  narrowly  efcaped  being  facrificed,  on  account 
of  his  connections  with  Bethfal ; but  it  was  thought 
too  hard  to  deprive  the  King  of  a phyfician  in 
whom  he  placed  great  confidence. 

It  feerned  as  if  fortune  took  a pleafure  in  trying 
his  patience  to  the  iatmoft  ; for  to  the  vexations  he 
underwent  at  home,  there  were  added  others  abroad. 

Brufiels  was  bombarded  by  the  French;  and  his 
daughter,  the  Ele&refs  of  Bavaria,  who  was  big 
with'  child  and  feparated  from  her  hufband,  was  then 
in  the  town.  The  Queen  of  Poland  told  Polignac, 
that  the  King  of  France  acquired  great  honour  by 
bombarding  women  ; and  that,  if  he  was  fo  much 
bent  upon  burning  towns,  Amfterdam  might  fatif- 
fy  him.  The  Abbot;  with  all  his  eloquence,  was 
much  at  a lofe  for  an  'excule. 

The  time  drew  near,  when  the  King  of  Poland  y.  1696, 
was  to  end  his  reign,  his  life,  and  his  fufferings. 

It  was  now  four  years  fince  he  had  given  up  the 
command  of  the  army ; he  had  lately  even  quitted 
the  frontier,  where  his  prefence  kept  the  enemy  in 
awe,  and  fixed  his  refidence  at  Warfaw,  on  account 
of  the  ruined  ftate  of  his  health.'  He  laboured,  at 
the  fame  time,  under  the  eftedts  of  his  old  wounds, 
the  gout,  the  gravel,  many  fymptoms  of  a dropfy, 
and  a great  difficulty  of  breathing  ; and  it  was  un*  * 
certain  by  which  he  would  fall.  He  "daily  loft 
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v.  1696.  fome  portion  of  that  aetherial  fire  which  animates 
the  human  frame  j nor  could  the  furs,  in  which  he ' 
lay  wrapped  upon  a couch,  reftore  to  him  either  | 
motion  or  Ipirits.  ; 

The  Turks  and  Tartars- had  fome  knowledge  of! 
his  Condition  ; but  they  confidered  himas  a Lion,  to 
whom  the  other  animals  fhew  refpedt,  even  when 1 
he  is  afleep.  They  attempted  nothing  of  impor- 
tance, at.  a tithe  when  they  might  have  done  what  \ 
they  pleafed : only  a few  Tartars  made  their  incur- 
fions,  which  were  reftrained  by  the  Grand-General 
. Jablonowlki.  * ! 

A circumftance  ftifl  more  extraordinary  is,  that 
the  King’s  illnefs  contributed  alfo  to  lave  the  nation 
from  its  own  madnefs.  Being  juft  upion  the  point 
of  lofing  him,  its  attention  was  more  taken  up  with 
the  thoughts  of  a future  leader,  than  with  the  divi- 
fionS  that  had  difturbed  its  . peace  for  the  three  laft 
yeari  They 'who  carried  their  yiews  beyond  their 
own  country,  were  divided  between  the  Electors  of 
Bavaria  arid  Saxony,’  and  the  Prince  of  poriti : they, 
who  were  for  chufing  at  home,  mentioned  Jahlo- 
no.wfki  or  Korilki : the  Partizans  of  the  prefent 
Royal  Eamily,  talked  of  Prince  James,  or  Prince 
Alexander.  The  Queen  was  accufed  of  defigning 
to  fhare  her  crown'  and  her  bed  with  the  Grand- 
General  Jablonowlki,  to  the  prejudice  of  her  own 
jffue  y aqd  in  cafe  (he  could  not  fucceed,  of  procur- 
: ing  the  ctown  for  Prince  Alexander,  preferably  to 
her  elder  fon.  In  the  latter  cafe,  as  well  as  in  the 
former,  'Ihe  wbuld  have  gratified  her  affedions  and 
. her  ambition  together  j firice  Prince  Alexander’s 
youth,  arid  the  tender-  attachment  he  had  for  his 
mother,  feefned  to  eniurp  jt^r  6^  governing  long  in 
his  name. 

Thus  were  they  contending  for  the  fpoils  of  a 
King  who  was ftill  .^iye,.' till  the  time  came,  when 
OKpfev,; ; . jor ' 'fo^ce.  /hould  ^ecide  to  Whom 
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they  were  to  belong.  There  were  certainly  many  Y.  »695* 
unhappy  perfons  in  the  kingdom  during  the  "time 
that  the  King’s  illnefs  made  him  drop  the  reins  of  go-  , 
vernment ; but  he  himlelf  was  perhaps  the  moft  unj 
happy  of  all.' 

He  was  convinced  by  experience  of  that  melan- 
choly truth  which  he  had  told  his  wife,  before  he' 
mounted  the  throne,  that  he  ftiotlld  be  a mark  for 
the  malice  of  men  to  aim  at,  even  of  fuch  as  would 
have  moft  reaibn  to  be  his  friends.  In  fadt,  as  faft 
as  he  conferred  favours,  the  number  of  ungrateful 
perfons  feemed  to  multiply.  He  had  loaded  the* 
Sapiehas  with  power,  wealth  arid  honours ; and  the- 
Sapiehas  had  oppofed  his  meafures  upon  many  oc- 
casions, ahd  were  evCn  fufpedted  of  having  con- 
fpired  to  deprive  him  of  the  crown.  He  had  made 
WielopoUki,  Grand-Chancellbr  of  the  crown  j and 
Wielopolfki,  though  his  brother-in-law,  had  enter- 
ed into  a fufpicious  correfpondence  with  the  Sa-' 
piehas.  He  had  raifed  Radziowfki  to  the  fUmmit 
of  grandeur ; and  Radziowfki,  though  his  coufin- 
germaii,  Was  at  this  time  concerting  meafures  for 
proclaiming  the  Prince  of  Conti,  and  excluding  his 
Denefadtor’s  family.  The  Chriftian  league  ftill  held 
together,  and  he  was  no  longer  its  hero.  After  fo 
many  ufelefs  attempts  upon  Moldavia  and  Wala- 
chia, he  left  Kaminieck  in  the  hands  of  the  Infidels. 

'The  'time  was  juft  approaching,  when  the  confe- 
derates were  to  reap  the  fruits  of  the  league.  Prince 
Eugene,  who  tdok  the  place  of  Prince  Lewis  of 
Baden,  of  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  and  what  is  ftill 
more,  of  the  King  of  Poland,  was  preparing  to  put 
a glorious  end  to  tilis  long  war' ; and  the  Turks,  be-  , 
ing  at  length  irrecoverably  beat  in  a deceive  battle 
at  Zen  fa,  upon  the  Teyfs,  were  going  to  yield  up 
the  Morea  to  the  Venetfaria,  Tratifylvania  to  the 
Emperor,  Azoph  to  the  Mufcovites,  and  Kami- 
ujeck  to  the  Poles.  But  the  veil  of  futurity  as  yet 
' 5 Concealed 
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y.  1696.  concealed  all  thefe  advantages  ; and  the  King,  in 
the  few  eafy  moments  that  his  acute  pains  left  him, 
had  a profpeft  of  nothing  but  misfortunes  : his 
kingdom  disturbed  by  factions  within,  and  attacked 
by  enemies  without;  the  crown,  which  he  had  gain- 
ed by  merit,  and  worn  with  glory,  juft  going  to  be- 
come a prey  to  factions ; uncertain,  whether  it  would 
continue  in  his  family  ; and  that  family,  by  feparat- 
ing  into  different  interefts,  compleating  the  anxieties 
of  his  mind. 

In  this  fituation,  he  gave  up  every  thing  to  for- 
tune ; and,  next  to  the  confolations  of  religion,  had 
recourfe  to  letters  and  philofophy  for  mitigating  the  , 
evils  he  felt.  Polignac  and  Vota, . who  never  quit- 
ted him  and  well  knew  his  tafte,  were  admirably 
qualified  to  ferve  him  in  this  capacity.  But  the 
Abbot  was  as  much  fuperior  to  the  Jefuit,  as  the 
manners  of  the  world  are  more  pleafirig  than  the 
education  of  the  fchools  and  the  cloifter.  The 
King  often  turned  the  converfation  upon  France, 
where  he  had  formerly  travelled  ; and  commended 
the  politenefs,  the  gaiety,  and  the  bravery  of  the 
French  nobles ; but  blamed  that  flexibility  of  man- 
ners which  receives  the  impreflions  of  evil  as  Well 
as  good  ; which  treats  vice  with  fefpect,  provided  it 
be  not  ridiculous  ; and  that  too  great  pleafantry  of 
temper,  which  makes  them  capable  of  laughing 
when  their  country  has  caufe  to  weep.  He  could 
not  excufe  them  for  quitting  old  names  that  were 
made  famous  by  their  anceftors,  to  take  new  ones 
from  their  eftates ; a foiirce ' of  confufion  which 
leaves  no  mark  of  diftin&ion  between  upftarts  who 
buy,  and  the  old  family  that  fells.  Polignac  allb 
in  his  turn  cenfured  the  Polifh  Lords,  but  with  the 
rcferve  th^t  becomes  a uranger,  whofe  bufinefs  it  !is 
to  gain  the  affections  of  the  nation  he  has  to  do 
with.  The  Queen,  who  was  more  than  ever  en- 
gaged. in  bufinefs,  was  charmed  that' the  King  had 
. found 
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found  two  mm  that  he  liked,  -to  divert  his  leifurt  Y*  ,696* 
and  mitigate  his  pains.  The  Cardinal  of  Arquien, 
who  had  acquired  neither  genius,  nor  knowledge* 
by  being  invefted,  with  the  Roman  Purple,  lerved 
as  a foil  in  the  <converfation  by  the  thoughtlefs  lim*- 
plicity  of  his  fayings,  and  the  (lories  he  told  of  his 
former  military  life. 

- In  the  mean  time,  the  accounts  that  were  given 
at  Wariaw  of  the  King’s  condition,  were  widely  dif- 
ferene  ffom  one  another.  The  courtiers,  who  are 
never  believed  whether  they  reprefent  things  in  a 
favourable  or  unfavourable  light,  afierted  that  his 
abilities. were  not  at  all  impaired.  They  who  had 
reafons  to  wifli  for  a change,  reprefented  him  as  a 
mere  empty  (hadow  both  of  a King  and  a man. 

The  real  truth  was,  that  his  ideas  of  the  great  ma- 
chine  of  government  were  not  fo  clear  as  ufual,  but 
he  ftili  retained  a ftrong  lenfe  of  his  perfonal  and 
dotneftic  misfortunes,  nor  was  he  infenfible  of  thofe 
of  the  republic; 

.During  this  whole  winter  of  1696,  weekly  re- 
ports of  his  death  were  fpread  over  Europe  and 
Alia.  At  the  approach  of  fpring,  the  increafing 
warmth  of  the  fun  feemed  to  revive  in  him  a few 
fparks  of  life,  and  he  went  to  his  fine  gardens  at 
Villanowto  breath  a purer  air*  but  he  was  too  far 
gone  to  enjoy  it.  The  phyficians  preferibed  the 
ufe  of  foreign  baths  ; but  a King  of  Poland  cannot 
leave  his  dominions,  without  the  conient  of  the  re- 
public. The  Senate  met  on  the  (econd  of  June^ 
and  gave  him  leave  to  feck  a cure  wherever  he 
thought  proper  \ but  a fcries  of  unexpected  acci- 
dents prevented  his  making  ufe  of  that  permiflion. 

His  Jewilh  phyfician.' gave  him  mercury,  perhaps 
in  too  great  a quantity : the  King  felt  its  violent 
effects,  and  cried  out,  Is  there  no  one  that  will  re- 
venge  my  death  ? The  Jew  trembled  at  thefe  words* 
not  only  upon  his  own  account,  but  upon  that  of 
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y.  i«9«-  his  brethren*  well  knowing  how  eagerly,  every  pre- 
rende  to  woriiy  them  is  laid  hold  of  j fbc.fha  pro- 
phecy mn  ft  be fulfilled  at  all  events. 

..  The  King,  when  he  recovered  a little  from  his 
pain*  and  faw  his  bed  furrounded  by  Bifhops^  who 
might  make.  .4  had  ufe  of  what  he  had  iaid,  bladv- 
ed  his  own  hatlinefs,  and  attributed  Ws  death  ta  the 
violence  of  the,  dtfarder,  and  the  necelfery  imper- 
fe&ion  of  the  art  of  phyfic.  He  cvea>  affr&'ad  to 
fpcak  kindly  of  the  Jews,  and  of  the  affiftaticethey 
had  frequently  given  him  (a).  . ( .... 

. The  Queen,  who  was  uneafy.  bosh  at  dkt.profent 
and  the  future,  thought  thac  no  time:  ftxottkkbe  Idft 
to  prevail  upon,  him  to.  make  his  will.  .vEhe  Ttear 
fare  he  had  amafied  was,  laid  . up.  in  the;  caftles  of 
War  faw,  Marjemburg,  andZoll^ew  3 and  .it.  was!  of 
great  confeqwence  to;  the.  Queen,,  that  he  fhbuldt  dft 
pofe  of  it.  -She.  wifhtdalfo  that  he  would  rbconw- 
mend  Prince  Alexander  to  the  republic  to  fill  the 
vacant  throne,  without  relinquilhing  her  own  defee 
of  filling  it  with  Jafclonowflei,:  if.  fortune  fhbuld-  fa- 
vour her  feheme..,  ; ....  

The  perfon  that  (he  employed  to  negotiate,  tha 
affair.  of  the  will*,  was  arBifhop  who  w®  oataceJy.at 
her  devotion,,  Details  of  this  fort  may.  perfaaps.  be 
Unimportant  inithmnfelveS  }.  but  nothing:  that  mlates 
, to.  the  lad  moments  .of  g-eat  men.  .cap  <Aderve ; that 
title.  The  Prelate  was  greatly  embarcafiedwith  the 
word  Will,  as. if  it.  wera  impoffible  for  a man.  of 
courage  to  face.deatb,  .which, otdy  tranfimts  him’  to 
abetter  life..  He  therefore. armed  himfelfwith  per- 
tain texts  <of  Scripture  (aa  he  knew,  that  the  King 
had  a tafte  for  eruditioa)  which,  feemed . tq> , give 
hopes  of  ,his  recovery  , as  it  was  a means,  of.,  oqaking 
his  fubjefts  happy.  The  King  replied  to  this,  argu-i 
rnent,  by  quoting  other  toxts,.  which  feem  to,  imr 
ply  that  God  does  not  always  confult  the,  happineis 

(a)  ZaluJkb  totn.-  jii.-  pi.  5-. 
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fit4  iflSlei-y  of  Hieh;,  1ft  tiilpofiiig'  of  the  life  of  Kings : 

Btit  itiettv  adcfed  the  Bilhbp,  we  will  pray  fo  ear- 
oeifly  for  your  health— and  1 ato  how  going  to.  my 
diocefe  to  give  orders  for  public  prayers—/  fhould 
‘ ki£ :jftaytffxheiiir\  fay S the  King,  if  they  inert 
fkt  itp  witbiut'  'ordkrs.  Take  my  advice,  and  flay  at 
; yok  will  havi  time  enough  to  grow  weary  of 
JduFrfidtrice  at  Pfocttko.  **  That,  replied  the  Bi*- 
* lkop,:  is  - What' t neve?  arh becaufe  when  I 
**  -h^fcJdiljfchaVged  my  paftofal  furidtioris,  I fpencj 
“ bf  mV  time  Very  agreeably  with  St.  Am- 

Ifocrates  And  Plato-,  but 
**l£flc£^{i:  lately  that  all  thefe  great  men  are  dead* 
t Made  rpy  With’’— — Tcttr  will , cried  the  King, 
ft  Bhrftftih  fittO  A laugh,'  and  repeating  this  line  of 
« Jdv'enal/  ' 


- ; mtdrcl,  inedihrA  peirtundile  tenant. 

- *f  phyficiahs,  Open  the  vein  in  his  forehead  to  fe- 
**  ftotb  him  tO'  his  fehfds— He  fancies  that  the  liv« 
u ing  cannot  fettle  their  affairs  without  the  confent 
4i  or  the  d6kd.’* 

The  Bithop  now  drew  neater  to  his  point,  ana 
endeavoured  to1  convince  Mm  that  it  would  be  fof 
the  benefit  of  his  family,  artd  perhaps  of  the  whole 
kihgdomv  to  commit  his  l'aft  orders  to  writing.  At 
this,  the  King  grtW  fetious,  afid  faid,  “ What  mif* 
tt  dttef  can  I poflibly  prevent  by  this  means?  Do 
a you  not  fee  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  inte- 
*c  grity  left  *,  that  a fbirit  of  madnefs  has  feized  the 
**roll(h  natiori  ; a ha  can  I flatter  myfelf  with  the 
hopes  Ofrefloting  Order  by  my  laft  will?  The 
<f  rtmferyof  Royalty  is,  that  we  are  not  obeyed, 
41  while  we  are  allvfe  arid  can  it  be  expected  that 
**■  werihiotifd  be  obeyed,  after  we  are  dead  ? , 

' Tffuhderftand  what  he  added  with  regard'  to  his 
family,  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  in  Poland  the  laws 
* - ■ I i 2 are 
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. *69«.  are  more  favourable  to  executors  than  ta  heirs. 
The  former  are  always  chofen  among" the  greats 
and  often  abufe  their  power  to  keep  the  eftate  to 
themfelves.  For  this  reafon  the  Kipg  added  .:  “ I 
«*  commend  him,  who,  in  his  life-time,  does  ..good 
“ to  his  relations  and  friends  : but  how  can  he  be 
“ fure,  that  what  he  leaves  at  his  death,  will  .come 
“ to  them  ? What  is  become  of  the  teftamentaiy 
“ regulations  of  the  Kings  my  predeceflors  £ In  a 
“ nation  where  governs,  it  is  [filler  that  fits 
upon  the  bench  : and  you  would  ftjll  b$v£rme 
**  make  a will  1 Let  me  hear  no  more ■ ot-  it.(1a)'K  ■' 
At  this  moment  the  Queen  came  in,.. and  read 
the  refufal  in  the  Bilhop’s  countenance.  She  imme-i 
diately  compofed  her  own,  and  hoped  , to  find  .a 
more  favourable  opportunity  ; but  that  opportunity 
never  came. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  being  Trinity-Sunday,  the 
King  took  a walk  in  his  garden  at  villanow.  He 
even  dined  with  feme  appetite,  and  Ihewed  other 
fymptoms  of  being  better  * but  death  was  bufy 
within  him  all  the  while.  A few  hours  after,  hie 
was  feized  with  a fit  of  an  apoplexy,  in  the  midft 
of  the  Royal  Family,  and  fell  motionlels  upon  the 
floor.  In  about  an  hour,  he  recovered  his  fenfes  j 
and  regretting,  as  it  were,  being  waked  out  of 
this  flecp  of  death,  in  which  he  was  infenfible  .of 
the  miferies  of  life,  lie  laid,  in  a language  that  was 
familiar  to  him,  Jlava  bena,  I was  well.  Every, 
face,  but  his. own,  was  froze  with  terror.  He  bore 
his  fufferings  with  the  firmnefs  of  a Soldier,  .a  Phi- 
lofopher,  and  a Chriftian;  and  employed  his  [aft 
moments  in  endeavouring  to  convince  his  children 
of  the  necellity  of  their  living  in  the  clofeff,  union. 
He  conjured  the  Queen  to  have  ho  other  intereft  in 
view  but  theirs,  if  (lie  defired  to  prderve^he  crown 
in  her  family  ; recommending  it  to  them  all  to  fol- 
( a)  Zalufki,  tom.  id.  p.  7. 
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few  the  advice  of  Polignac,  who  had  merited,  he  Y* ,6?6' 
laid,  their  confidence  and  his.  He  exhorted  alio 
the  Senators,  who  were  prelent,  to  preferve  mutual 
concord,  for  the' good  of  the  republic  ; whofe  wel-  , 
fare  would  be  an  object  of  his  wifhes,  even  in  the 
pretence  of  the  great  fource  of  all  Power,  before 
whom  he  'lhould  fo  foon  appear ; and  he  died,  like 
Auguftus,  on  the  fame  day  of  the  year  that  he  was 
railed  to  the  throne  ; in  the  fixty-fixth  year  of  his 
age,  and  the  twenty-third  of  his  reign  (a). 

Were  I to  write  his  Elogium,  I lhould  tranfcribe 
the  oration,  which  the  Staroji  of  0 dot anowjk't,  now 
King  StdtiiJlas  of  Poland , then  but  nineteen  years  old, 
made  at  his  funeral  before  the  houfe  of  Deputies  ; and 
by  tranfcribing  it,  I lhould  do  honour  both  to  the 
early  eloquence  of  the  young  orator,  and  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  Prince  whom  he  praifed.  The  Staroft 
(hewed  only  the  bright  fide  of  his  hero’s  charader  ; 
but  an  hiftorian  is  bound  alfo  to  point  out  his  faults. 

What  happened,  even  before  his, allies  were  cold, 
may  ferve  to  convince  Kings  that  pofterity  will  judge 
them  without  mercy.  The  Poles  forgot  that  they 
had  loft  a hero,  and  remembered  only  that  he  had 
broke  his  word  with  the  republic.  He  had  engaged 
by  his  Patda  Conventa , to  raife  two  forts,  when- 
ever it  lhould  be  thought  neceffary,  and  they  law 
only  one  ; to  found  an  academy  for  the  education 
of  three  hundred  gentlemen,  and  he  had  not  done 
it  ; to  fatisfy  the  Eleftor  of  Brandenburg  for  his 

(*}  Morerx*  in  his  Di&ionary,  and  Maflbet,  the  author  of  the 
revolutions  of  Poland,  make  him,  to  be  fcventy-two,  when  he  died. 

This  Chronological  miftake  is  not  indeed  offuch  d?ngerous confer 
quence  as  the  many  hiftorical  lies,  which  change  white  into  black, 
and  black  into  white.  I take  notice,  however,  of  this  trivial  fault, 
with  a view  of  teaching  thofe  who  undertake  to  write  hiflory, 
that  the  firft  bufineis  of  an  hiftorian  is  to  doubt.  If  Moreri  and 
Mafluet  had  read  Zalufki,  tom.  iL  p.  1169,  and  Lengnich, 
p.  260,  they  would  have  known  Sobiefki’s  age. 
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6.  claims  upon  the  town  of  Elbing,  *nd  hadoegfe&edr 
to  do  it  i and  it  was  feared  that  this  omiffioft  Vyo.uM- 
one  day  occafion  a war  that  might  be  fetal  to  Fo-r 
land.  He  had  promifed  particularly  -td|  ret$&  K*-. 
tninieck,  and  had  mifcarried  in  his  attempts. 
indeed  extremely  difficult  for-  human  prudence 
find  its  way  through  the  labyrinth o(f  events.  Nop-r 
■withftanding  his  many  vi&ories  over  the  Turks1*. 
Sobielki  could  never  wreft  out  of  their-  handa  thaft 
important  fortrefc  *,  and  his  fucceffiv  recoyered  ip  at 
the  peace  of  Carlowic?,  in  1^93  widwutfttfkkig 
^blow.  - 

His  memory  was  alf<?  reproached  with  the  acquit 
fitions  hehad  made  in  Poland*  though  the  law  ox* 
prefsly  forbids  the  King  to  encreafefes  poflfeffionsj 
With  his  fondnefs  for  the  Qyeen,  whom  he  had 
permitted  to  meddle  with  affairs  of  ftatfe,  $pthe  de- 
triment of  the  public*,  with  his  endeavours  to  fc* 
cure  the  crown  to  Prince  James,  without  waking 
for  the  fuffrages  of  the  nation-}  with  the  extortions 
of  Bethfal  die  Jew  j with  adulteration;  of  the 
Coin*,  with  the  ufelefs  ware  he  had  been  engaged-  in 
fince  the  beginning  of  the  Chriftian  league*  Which 
had  coft- Poland  at  leaft  two  hundred  thoufand  men, 
and  more,  millions  of  money  than  would  havefuffi* 
ped  to  make  the  kingdom  rich. 

Inftead  of  lamenting  the  King’-s  death,  the  qnly 
thing  thought  of  was  difputing  about  his  wealth. 

The  Queen  claimed  it  a&  her  right:  Prince  James 
defigned  to  feize  it  by  open  force : the  Grand  Mar- 
shal and-  part  of  the  Senate  pretended  that  it  belonged 
to  the  republiti;  After  all;  this  mighty  treafure, 
which  occafioned  fo  much  noife,  and  was  amaffed 
at  the  head  of  a kingdom  and  an  army,  would-  have 
been  thought  but.  a moderate  fortune  for  a Com- 
mifiary-Genera}  of  ftores  in  the  country  where  it  was 
carried.  It  amounted  to  between  five  and  fix  mil* 
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liopsr.  which  the  Abbede  Polignac,  in  concert  with  y' 
the  Queen,  had  the  addrefa- to  get  conveyed  into 
France,  that  Prince  James  might  not  make  ufe  of 
k to  gain  the  crown,  which.  Lewis  XIV*  wanted 
to  p^ace  u pon  the  head  of  the  Prince  of  Conti  t but 
public  fame  reprefented  it  as  a much  greater  fum. 

The  Kir\g  of  Poland . loved  money,  nor  did  he 
deny  the  charge  ; but  they  who  imputed  it  to  him 
^ cringe,  (h ou Id  alio  have  owned,  that  he  knew 
how  tP  Jay  it  out  for  the  advantage  of  Poland. 
During  the  whole  time  that  he  commanded  in  the 
Ukraine,  when  he  was  only  Grand-General,  his 
money  was  of  more,  fervice  to  him  than  his  troops* 
agaialt  thofe  prodigious  armies  of  Tartars  and  Cof*. 
facks,  which  overran  the  territories  of  the  republic  i 
and  it  was  a common  thing  with  the  Poles,  to  talk 
pubhpkly  of  the  new- year* s-rgifts  of  the  ‘Tartars, 
\Ye  have  feen;  that  in  the  great  expedition  of  Vi-, 
eapa*  he  openjed  his  trea&res ; .and  k was  weH 
known,  that  he  uftd  them  to  procure  Cre&tureg  iff 
all  the  courts  of  Europe.  In  the  field,  his  fpies' 
extolkjd  his  liberality,  and  no  orie  was  better  ferved. 
JTis  maxim  was,  never  to:  lay  out  his  money  uffr- 
lelsly  v for  this  reafon  it  was,  that  fo  many  worths 
lfifs  grandees  acculed  him  of  avarice.  It  is  true, 
that  towards  the  end  of  his  life,  his  frugality  grew 
kill  more  remarkable : . he  faw  the  unfavourable 
difpofmon  of  the  Poles  towards  his  children,  and 
had,:  a mind  to  con  foie  them  for  the  lofs  of  the. 
crown,  by  leaving  them  wealth  enough,  if  they 
fhpukl  mifs  it : a fault  which  is  very-  excufahle, 
when  we,  refleft  that  he  was  a father.  . 

The  misfortunes  that  befel  his  family  are  a lefion- 
to.  the  children  of  Kings,  that*  for  want  .of  mutual 
concord,  they  may  lofe  all  the  advantages  of  their 
birth.  Prince  James,  before  he  had  loft  all  hope 
of  fuoceedinghis  father,  was  purfued  fword  in  hand 
ip  a provincial  diet, ; and  infteadof  a throne,  met 
; 1 i 4 
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•y.  1696.  with  a prifon  at  Leipfick  •,  from  which  he  'vrbs  at 
length  releafed,  in  order  to  go  and'  Rve  in  Silefia] 
a fubjed  to  the  Houfe  of  AUftria.  Prince  Con* 
ftantine,  having  made  his  elcape  but  of  the  fame 
prilon,  went  and  married  in  Poland,  like  a private 
gentleman.  His  wife  was  a German  Baronefi,  onb 
of  the  maids  of  honour  to  the  Princefs  of  Newburg : 
a match  to  which  he  was  prompted  by  love,  anti 
attempted  to  get  rid  of  afterwards,  when  it  wastob 
late.  Prince  Alexander  went  to  telide  at  P-OhSe; 
where  the  Pope  reftifed  to  fee  him,  on  account  of 
the  honours  he  claimed  ; nor  did  he  receive-  theift 
at  laft  but  upon  his  death-bed,  and  in  the  habit  of 
a Capuchin  : having  taken  the  vows  of  that  order 
in  his  laft  agony,  as  a means  to  enfure,  as  he  ima- 
, gined,  his  falvation.  The  Queen,  their  mother, 

fpent  alfo  many  years  among  the  Princes  of  the 
church but  was  at  laft  tired  of  that  fituation,  and 
came  to  die  in  her  own  country,  in  the  caftle  of 
Blois,  which  Lewis  XIV.  gave  her  for  her  laft  afy- 
lutn.  • 

The  name  of  Sobielki  is  extind,  but  the  family 
ftill  fubfifts  in  the  female  line,  and  his  pofterity  is 
well  known  in  Europe.  The  prefent  Eledor  of  Ba- 
varia, far  more  happy  than  the  Emperor  his  fa- 
ther, in  governing  only  his  hereditary  dominions ; 
the  young  hero  whom  England  difbwns,  and  whom 
France  would  be  glad  to  place  upon;  the  throne  of 
his  anceftors  *,  and  another  Prince,  whom  the  bare 
name  of  Turenne  would  fufficiently  endear  to 
France  ; are  all  three  great- grandfons  of  the-faihous 
Sobielki,  and  all  three  are  worthy  of  their  great 'atl- 
ccftorl  '• 1 

Thofe  who  hated,  and  thofe  who  envied;the  King 
of' Poland,  gave  him,  even  before  his  death,  the 
name  of  Vefyaftan.  If  he  had  one  of  t'hat  Empe- 
ror’s  faults,  the  love  of  money,  he  was  allb  pof- 
leffed  of  his  virtues.  Like  him,  he  was  railed  to 

the 
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the  throne  by  his  military  fervices.  The  charms  v.  »o96. 
of  his  wit,  the  readinefs  with  which  he  fpoke  feve- 
ral  languages,  his  acquaintance  with'  polite  litera- 
ture, the  agreeablenefs  of  his  converfation,  the 
gentJenefs  of  his  manners,  his  fincerity  in  friendfhip, 
his  conjugal  tendemeft,  and  paternal  affe&iori ; all 
thefe  qualities,  which  would  ha/e  made  him  art 
amiable  mart  in  private  life,  would  not  have  , been 
fufiicient  for  his  exalted  ftation.  Endued  with  great’ 
ftrength  of  body  and  activity  of  mind,  deeply  read 
in  the  laws  of  his  country,  acquainted  with  the 
intereft  of  foreign  nations,  and  verfed  in  the  theory 
of  war,  equally  eloquent  in  the  diet,  and  enterpriz- 
ing  in  the  field,  he  convinced  his  countrymen,  be- 
fore he  was  raifed  to  the  throne,  of  his  capacity  to 
govern  and  defend  them.  He  poffeffed,'  in  an  emi-  • 
nent  degree,  moft  of  the  virtues  that  become  a 
royal  ftation.  He  did  juftice  to  his  enemies, ' as 
well  as  to  his  friends ; and  always  behaved  to  the 
latter,  in  the  fame  manner  as  when  he  wanted  their 
afliftance  to  gain  the  crown.  The  warmth  of  his 
temper  made  him  foon  take  fire ; but  his  heart  was 
void  of  malice.  His  cruelty  to  the  Turks,  after, 
a victory,  muft  be  attributed  to  a remnant  of  the 
crufading  fpirit,  which  upon  thefe  occafions,  and 
thefe  only,  foured  the  natural  humanity  of  his  tem- 
per, which  was  not  fufficiently  matured  by  philofo-. 
phy.  He  was  often  affronted  in  luch  a ftate  as- 
Poland,  where  liberty  is  always  upon  the  watch 
againft  the  hand  that  governs ; and  yet  he  never 
lifted  up  that. hand  but  againft  thofe  who  offended 
their  country.  His  zeal  for  religion  was  free - from 
the  acrimony  of  an  intolerating  fpirit;  Greeks, 
Froteftants,  Jews,  and  fbme  remains  of  the  Spci- 
nians,  lived  in  peace  under  his  government ; and 
this  was  no  fmall  matter,  at  a time,  when  other 
Catholic  powers  were  banifhing  or  maffacring  their 
fubje&s,  in  order  to  convert  them.  The  dignity 
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of  a King  did  not  obliterate  from  his  mind  the  priri- 
ciples  of  a citizen,  and  he  affembled  the  nation  much 
oftener  than  any  of  his  predeceffors.  He  fpenf  his 
reign  in  the  Senate,  in  the  midft  of  diets,  and  in 
the  fatigues  of  war;  he  never  thought  that  the 
Palace  of  a King  (hould  be  appropriated  to  mag- 
nificence and  luxury ; but  made  himfelf  thoroughly 

Suainted  with  men  and  things.  In  concerting 
plan  of  his  campaigns,  he  liftened  to  every  one, 
lput  was  determined  by  himfelf  alone  ; and  knowing 
how  necefiary  the  prefence  of  a|  King  is,  for  the 
purpofes  of  difcipline,  celerity,  and  even  vi&ory* 
he  always  headed  his  troops  in  perfgn,  till  the  had-; 
ncf$  of  his  health  prevented  him.  His  country  al- 
ways admired,  and  would  perhaps  have  loved  him»  if 
a free  people  were  not  always  jealous  of  their  liberty  $ 
perhaps  too,  if  he  had  been  lefs  fond  of  the  Queen. 
He  had  the  lingular  glory  of  humbling  the  Otto- 
man power,  which  for  a long  time  had  humbled  the 
Princes  of  Chriftendom.  All  Europe  fought  his  alli- 
ance) and  Poland  acquired  an  importance  under, 
his  government,  which  it  has  but  ill  prefvrved. 
Charles  XII.  the  Alexander  of  the  north,  lamented 
his  death  in  thefe  emphatkal  terms : So  great  a King 
ought  never  to  have  died ; but  hiftory  is  more  feverc 
than'  Princes. 

The  truly  great  King  of  Poland  will  be  he,  who, ' 
leaving  the  Turks  and  Tartars  in  peace,  and  turn- 
ing his  .attention  towards  a fertile  foil,  fine  rivers, 
and  the  Baltic  and  Black  Seas,  fhall  introduce  (hip- 
ping, manufactures,  commerce,  wealth  and  inha- 
bitants into  this  great  kingdom  •,  who  fhall  abolifh 
the  Tribunitian  power  of  the  liberum  veto , to  go- 
vern the  nation  by  a plurality  of  fuffrages ; who 
fhall  teach  the  nobles,  that  the  peafants  who  fupply 
them  with  food,  and  are  defcended  from  the  Sarma- 
tians  their  common  anceftors,  are  men*,  and  who,' 
in  imitation  of  a greater  King  of  France  than  either 

Clovis 
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Clovis  or.  Charlemagne,  fliall  extirpate  that  civil 
peft  of  fervitude,  which  deftroys  emulation,  induf- 
try,  arts,  fciences,  honour,  and  profperity.  Then 
may  every  Pole  join  in  faying : 


tfamqtte  erit  tile  mibi  femper  Deuel 


£nd  of  the  Ninth  and  lad  Book; 
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^CHM&TTL  fucoetds his  brother  Soiiwi  Ifl.  m the  Ofc* 
toman  Throne,  page  450. 

Makps  propofal*  of  peace  to 
His  death,  473. 

Albert  (John)  grandfon  of  the  great  Jagdlon,  K.  of  Poland,  207.' 

His  misfortunes,  and  character,  ibid L ; 

Anguien  (the  young  Duke  of:)  Cafimir’s  pipjeft  fo  get  him 
elected  for  his  faccefior  in  the  Throne  0 f Poland,  87* 

The  projeft  difpleafes  the  nation,  88, 

Declares  himfelf  a candidate  for  the  Crown,  after  CafijnirV 
abdication,  but  to  no  purpofe,  1 18,  1 19. 

Lofes  the  prote&ioft  or  the  court  of  France,. which  it  Um&~ 
ferred  to  the  Prince  of  Conde,  his  father,  119.  . > v 

Apti,  the  fiafhaw,  is  killed  upon  the  breach  at  the  defence  of 
Buda,  391.  ..  . . ..  h • 

Arquien  (the  Marauis  of)  father-in-law  tojohn  Sobiefki.Cap- 
: tain  of  the  Swils-Guards  belonging  to  the  King  of  France's 
brother,  made  a Cardinal,  268. 

Arqpien  (Mary  of ),  widow  of  Radziwil,  Palatine  ofScndomir, 
is  married  to  John  Sobiefki,  95. 

Is  crowned  with  her  hufband,  232. 

Accompanies  him  in  all  his  journies,  aixPfer  what  reafbns,  260. 
_ JgfFeds  of  her  revenge,  267. 

Upon  whaf  occaiion,  ibid \ 

Her  intrigues  to  difTolve  a Diet  at  Grodno,  and  upon  what  oe* 
cation,  412.  - - x 

Her  haughtinefc  to  her  daughter-in-law,,  Prince^mes’s  wife. 


Averfion  of  thofe  Princefies  for  each  other,  and  their  diffimu- 
ladon,  447; 

By  what  means  (he  pays  part  of  her  daughter’s  fortune,  for 
which  ihe  became  bound  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  467. 

Who  fuggefted  to  her  the  expedient,  ibid* 

Her  apartment  violated,  by  whom,  and  on  what  occafion, 
‘469.  -;j 

Defigns  that  were  imputed  to  her  with  regard  to  her  huf- 
band’s  fucccffor,  478. 

Spends 
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Spends  many  years  after  the  death  of  her  hufband  among  tbf 

rPnnrgg  nf  the  church,  4 8g.  1 

Cbfll&f  Sfixf  dies  m her  own  country;  if  ffic  cafile  of  Blbisilef 
laft  afylura,  Hid, 

Jittemh  (des),  a French  Gentlmap,  his  bravery  and  tragical 
■ , dgfth,  at  the  calHtfbf  Shares,  ffvhlch  he  defead»)Vfs?j  ?i  JearS- 
e JHhUapha,  22<W--J>  Vi  . 0/  V J". 

B.'  v 

Button  (Stephen),  Prince  of  Tritafy  lvania,  afcends  the  Throne 
of  Poland,  after  die  flight  of  Henry  de  Valois.  6c. 

AiW^BgislfotfTri wto* WgdHht  ttortny^.  "•  , 

His  glorious  reign,  6;.  ; "**  ••  : r-"i;  •' ."V 

. ' VoHiinia, 

•'  73.  • .■ 

• vAdAdtelJftr^iefWiI  dJt PaBffrterittbHes,  fy 

'Belgrade,  (town  of)  befi^gtd  slid  tfStifl,  * l 1 : 
I'BylQiM,  '■'■■■  <.-'■>  - - 

Befieg*la|ttfn'l^^#ffti^erijflflfcy r2fiP'-:-  ”■ '■ 

Who  raifc  the  liege,  ibOfi  •’"*  '•  '<  *«»  , •>  ’ ••«  •. 

Jtto\  flW^  StJWeffift  Wsth 

' lac,  451..  :-Qif  rnKP'  ( f • 

- Mtt  6ktti^9  fWi ^ j * V -ij:  ^ i : ••’V-T 

Prints  occafitifeftl  bfkg-itii.  '-:o  c^;  r * ; v n-  h . 

Condemned  to  death,  477*  * •'■"■  « • f 

* itin  ■;  ? ■ 

MstJHmie  (tfefc  Mar^uifrofJ,  £oi,i$^  (he 

Marquis  of  Arquien,  for  thedignky  bf^fiyt^ift  Frah^,  162^ 
v-Fifidfe  a-  wiy  ^ri&Tferih^riie  laipbfthrb  «f  BriGfcfeiV 
val,  264.  . ■ -l  ; >y-  rf'  : } - - ---  . 

His  intrigues^  and  gpoir#hat  j}6{*  : j *. 

- Ate  difrohfc&rtbft/  ahtf  by  Wife*  inbansv  267I  - 1 ' r 0 

Sent  Ambafiador  to  John  Sobieflci,  ujkm  whatr  pretence,  atad 
with  what  design,  3^5  and  434.  • 

^Hfeintrigu^  ’'dhfucTrdHh,'  44c*  441,  r 0 
His  guarrel  with  {he  Empqror’s  AmbaiTador,  442.  / 

^pwhted.by  Ee^vis  XI V.  Ambmdbriii;  Sweden , Whbteht 
died,  443.  , ' . 1 

^Greatly  lrketTBy iBrf Hungarians1,  444.  ' 

BfleJIat'l.  Soq  of  ^lieciilavy  1 the  firil  King  of  Poland,  8* 

'*  Sut^eeds  his  f5thef/ 45.  * r . : 

Abolifhes  the  retnainr  (if  idolatiy,  Withi6tit  Violetice,  itt& 

His  exploits,  g.  ' ‘ 7 v 

Excommunicated,  £nd  his  kingdom  laid  under  an  intbrdi£l, 

^ by  GregOfy  :;::- 

Expelled  {he  Throne,  ti.  . . .. 

Bdijlas 
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Bvle/ku  Cbritbri,  King  oF  "Poland,  extirpates  the  prejudice  of 
his  fubje&s,  59.  . . 

Bontc&suk,  what  it  means  in  Poland,  98-. 

'Bkd&h'ax  (treaty*  of)  difgraceful  toPcfemd,  159,  : 

Concluded  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  nation,  ibid. 
J^lareddullatWarfeW,i4>6. 

Made  void  by  the.  Peace  Of  Zurawno,  248* 

Boulidy  what  it  mean*  in  Poland,  08. 

Jhu ram  (Henry  Joints  de).  Son  of  the  Great  Oonde.  Bee  An* 
guitn. 

Mrancovan  j(tonftantijie)  Heipodaf  of 'Walachia  in  the  room  of 
Serban  Cantacu^eniisi  386.  ' 

;/  Hirpohc^.  aad  upon  what  eccafioii,  ihidi  . J 

Breza , Palatine  of  Poioitdaf,  opposes  John  Sobie&i’i  defignf 
- upon  Kaminieck,  ayoL 

Sefcretary  to  Mary-Theeeftf^ Queen  of  Prance,1  463. 
His  impofture,  and  upon  what  occasion,  ibid. 

Puniihed,  264,  • ' k ; ' V». 

-Bfmttorwjki  (CbnRahtme^Biihhp  of  Wilna^  eXeommtfnicates  Cd* 
iimir  Sapieha,  Grand-General  of&kho&Mfii,  45$* 

1 ..Up4h  whataeebunt,  454^  c‘  , 

Difturhances  upon  that  occa&ft,  45^ 

Suipendedby  the  Primate  of  Poland)  459,  ' 

, What.fiJlowed  to  v - 7 

His  obflinacy,  and  upon  what  occafion,  1 464* 

The  confequences  of  it,  ibid/  J. 

Buda,  capital, of  Hungaty,  different  opinions  concerning  tluft 
town,  535.  Note.  . 

Befieged  byth^  Itopemtiits,  in  league  with  the  Poles  and 
other  powers,  362. 

Theiiegt  of  & rttHbd  after  a cOnfiderable  lofs  fuftained  by 
the  enemy,  ibid.  t 

Taken  by  itormi  391*  — 

“ V-  c- 

Cantacutcenus  (Demetrius),  a Jeweller  at  Cdnftantinople,  358, 

■-  - Advanced  to  the.  Crpwn  of  Moldavia,  ibid. 

Is  deppfed,  and  why,  ibid.  — 

Qantacuzcnus . (Serhan)  a-  Jeweller  at  Contfantinople,  ibid* 
Advanced  to  the  Crown  of  Walachia,  ibid.  ^ 

Sufpe&ed  by  the  Bafhaw  Soliman,  why,  and  in  what  circum- 
Hances,  ibid.  r. 

tantmir  (Conftantine),  fervicedone  by  him  to  the  Sultan  Ma« 
hornet  IV7  and  upon  what  occafion,  158; 

Receives  the  Crown  of  Moldavia,  after  the  depofidon  of  De- 
metrius Cantacuzentts;  35$. 

Submits  to  John  Sobiefki,  385*  ' * 

With  what  view,  ibid.  - 

i < Efcapes 
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' E fcapes  with  bis  troops  to  the  Torkilh  army,  ibid. 

His  reaforis  of  Policy  for  fo  doing,  ibid,  , • 

A bad  Prince,  ibid: 

Cant  emir  y the  hidorian,  fon  to  the  former,  aecnfes  Sdbiefki  of 
cruelty,  389. 

His  veracity  juftly  fufpeded  in  this  wiped,  and  why,  590* 
Wh$t  he  fays  of  certain  Poifoners  in  Tartary,  ibid. 

Cafliers , takes  the  command  in  the,  room  of  Sunemberg,  Go- 
vernor of  Vienna,  when  that.city  is  befiegedby  the  Turk$*3 14. 
Cafimir  I.  from  a Monk,  made  King  of  Poland,  5* 
v Introduces  letd^s  into  that  kingdom,  59.  > 

Cafimir  II.  King  of  Poland,  furnamed  tbejmft,  ibid * 

Cafimir  III.  King  of  Poland,  furnamed  the  .Great,  attempts  in 
c vain  to  deliver,  the  people  from  fervitudfe,  60. 

Advantages ‘which  Poland  owes  to  him>  ibid*  .a 

Grants  feveral  privdegfS  to  the  Jente  in  fkvour  o f a Jewels  hit 

Concubine,  T ...  - .j  - - . ; . ..I.  v-. 

Is  the  laft  of  the  IPiafts,  61. 

$cfimir  I VJ-  Kigg - qfpobwd,  obliged  to  fizbmit  to  the  rcmon- 
1 drances  of  his  9.  s ■ 

Cafimir  V.  (John)  King  of  Poland,  fon  of  Sigifmund  III,  and 
brother  of  Uladiflgs  VJI,  73. 

His  former  date,  ibi^  . 

His  wars  againlt  the  Cofftcks  fupported  by  the  Tartars,  76, 
IS  feq,  r>,  r fr  t 

Makes  peace  with  them,  79. 

• To  the  great  djdhtfs&dion  of  thp  republic,  ibid. 

The  breaking  of  this  peace,  So. 

His  wars  againft  Charjes  Ggdar.uv  81,  (S  Jeq* 

Seeks  an  alylum  in  Silefia,  8*. 

Brings  off  tbeTartan  from  the  fide.  of.  the  Mufcovites,  and 
puts  John  Sobiefki  at  their  head,  ibid . 

Didurbances  on  occafion  of  his  marriage  with  Louifa  Maria 
de  Gonzaga,  his  brother’s  widow,  86. 

His  affedion  and  exceffive  ctomplaifance  to  that  Princefs,  87, 
Has  no  children  by  her,  ibid. 

Endeavours  to  get  the  Duke  of  Anguien  eleded  to  (iicceed 
him,  ibid. 

To  the  great  diffetisfadion  of  the  Poles,  and  efpecially  Lu- 
bomirfki,  88. 

. His  diflimulation,  ibid, 

Hi&  re  fen  tine  nt  againft  Lubomiriki,  and  what  followed,  from 
it,  89*  . 

His  piomife  to  leave  the  choice  of  his  fuccefTor  to  a free 
„ eledion,  94.  , 

His  defign  to  abdicate  the  Crown,  107.  >- 

Carried  into  execution,  1 1 1,  & /sq* 

He  retires  into  France,  116. 
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Is  made  Abbot  of  St.  Germain  des  Prez,  and  of  St.  Martift  dd 
Nevers,  by  Lewis  XIV.  1 1 6. 

The^  parity  of  his  manners  in  his  near  flare  fufpe&ed,  ibid*  , 
His  death,  ibid. 

^ Which  happens  at  Nevers,  1 57. 

He  is  the  laft  of  the  race  of  the  Jagelions,  1 16. 

Caftellan  of  Poland , what  it  means,  zo. 

Prerogatives  of  the  Caftellan  of  Cracow  above  the  Palatine, 6g, 
Upon  what  founded,  ibid 
CJmtiitnJkij  the  Coftack,  ravages  Poland,  75. 

Upon  what  occalion,  ibid '. 

Defeats  the  Poiifh  army  at  Pflawiecz,'  ibid. 

Is  beat  in  his  turn,  79.  1 

Submits  to  afk  pardon  upon  his  knees,  for  the  good  of  hi* 

Country,  80. 

Takes  up  arms  again,  ibid. 

Is  defeated,  and  makes  himfelf  mafter  of  Smolenflto  for  the 
.Czar  Alexis,  ibid, 

Cbcczin , (expedition  of)  177. 

Confidered  in  feveraJ  lights,  188. 

Cbrafonowjki  (Sam net)  Governor  of  Tretftbowla,  224* 

His  bravery,  ibid. 

Heroifm  of  his  wife  almoft  incredible,  225. 

Conde  { the  Great)  recommended  by  France  to  fucceed  Calimir  V* 
in  the  throne  of  Poland,  1 19. 

Oppofed  by  the  Poles  upon  feveral  vain  pretences;  ibid.  £sf 

fcq.  . 

Deferted  by  Lewis  XIV*  who  gives  his  intereft  to  the  Prince 
of  Newburgh,  122. 

The  Monarch’s  motives  for  this  conduct,  ibid. 

Condd  is  excluded  from  the  Throne,  127. 

Is  propofed  by  John  Sobiefki  for  the  Crown  of  Poland,  after 
the  Death  of  Michael,  195. 

With  what  view,  1 96. 

His  Death,  397. 

Cofacis  (the)  attached  to  the  Crown  of  Poland,  by  the  benefits 
conferred  upon  them  by  Stephen  Bat  tori,  73* 

Their  wars  with  Poland,  75,  £5 f f*f. 

Cracow , the  place  where  the  Kings  of  Poland  are  inau:  urated* 
and  why,- ijo. 

Cracusy  made  Sovereign  of  Poland*  6* 

The  founder  of  Cracow,  ibid. 

Eftablifhes  courts  of  juftice  in  that  kingdom,  58. 

Culm  (the  Palatine  of)  fent  AmbaiTador  to  the  Porte,  after  the 
peace  of  Z draw  do,  253. 

Upon  the  point  of  breaking  it  off,  out  of  too  much  pride,  ibid* 
His  magnificent  extravagance,  ibid \ . 

- K k Advan- 
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Advantageous  articles  for  Poland,  added  by  Kripcans  to  tk 
peace  of  Zurawno,  154.  * J - ^ - ^ 

Cupreg/i,  Grahd-Vifir  mafces  htmfelF  mafter  of  Katninfeck-  li  56. 
Noi>le  aft  of  defpair  of  a Major  efartfRety  upon  this  dccifion, 
ibid*  ''  * ' v’ 

Zeal  of  Cuprogli  for  the  glory  of  MAomet Wj.  ry^.:  * 1 
His  return  to  Conftantinople,  160.  : ' ” *r  c- f • 

His  death,  and  its  confequenees,  atO.  ^ 

Cuprogli  (Muftapha)  fbn  of  the  former*  iaiJ^  to  the^rand- 
Vifirlhip,  commands  the  Ottoman  army  agai&fr  the  Chtiftian 
League,  437.  " • 

Reformation  made  by  him  in  the  army,  43$.  ' * A 

His  exploits  agamll  the  Imperialiflis,  439.  • 

< His  death,  450.  •’  -•  ’ " v* 

CzMrneJki , commands  the  Poles  againft  the  Swede9,  %z. 

Obtains  the  Petty-Generalfliip  of  Which  Lubomirfici  is  de- 
prived, 92.'  1 

Czartorijki  (Florian)  Interrex  of  Poland,  after  the  death  of  Mi- 
chael, 198. 

His  death,  ibid . 

It  changes  the  whole  face  of  the  eleftipn,  ibid. 

D. 

Daun  (the  Count  of),  the  ftratagem  he  made  nft  of  at  the 
fiege  of  Vienna,  303. 

"Denmark  (Prince  Gfcorge  of)  is  a candidate  for  the  Grown  of 
Poland,  after  the  death  of  Michael,  192. 

Does7  not  even  divide  the  fuifrages,  193. 

Diets  of  Poland,  13. 

Are  pofT-fied  of  the  legiflative  power,  194 

Always  preceded  by  the  Dietines  of  every  Palatinate,  ibid, 

A body,  of  which  the  Senate  is  the  foul,  ibid. 

Ceremonies  obferved  in  them  ; and  fubjefts  on  Which  they  de- 
bate, 24,  & Jeq.  v’  • 0 

Their  diflblutibn,  and  the  remedy  for  thlr  inconvenience,  26. 
Diet  of  eleftion,  after  the  abdication  ofCafimir  V.  122. 
Difturbances  in  this  Diet,  occasioned  by  the  faftiohs  of  the 
two  competitors,  Charles  of  Lorrain,  and  the  Dtike  c#  New- 
burg,  1 zb,  feq. 

Hope  of  thofe  Princes  comes  to  nothing,  131%  ^ ( 

Diet  of  Pacification  between  Michael’s  party,  and  the  confe- 
derated army,  163. 

What  pafTes  there,  ibid.  & ftq.  * 

• Every  thing  is  happily  put  an  end  to,  169. 

Diet  affembled  after  the  death  of  Michael,  to  appoint  a fup- 
ceffor  in  the  Throne,  i.91.-*  ^ •' 

Different  parties  in this  Diet,  ibid.  13  ftq.  \ 

Diet  of  Grodno,  the  firft  ia  Lithuania*  273* 

DiC. 
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» tfep  Dta*  . ••  - 

A fingular  event  during  its  fittings  276. 

It»  Stoke  oflir  by  whom,  and  upop  what  ©cqafion,  278. 
vi  Dfe$  of  Grodno  opened  atWarfaw,  .366*  t 

How  contrived,  ibid* 

Difturbanges, 567:.  ,0.  . . . ,:u  . 

Diet  at  Grodno,  410. 

Disturbances,  411,  , • 

. , New  conftitution  made  by  the  nation,  43$,  t.  * 

Diet  on  horfeback,  476. 

Ordinary  Diet,  or  Comitia  togata , jifi/. 

Diitinesy  bloody,  469. 

Dcmbrqjkit  by  his  veto,  breaks  off  a Diet  at  Grodno,  412. 
Dorofcenjko,  chief  of  the  Coflacks,  defeated  by  John  Sobidki,  in 
the^  reign  of  Cafimir  V.  104, 

. And  in  the  reign  of  Michael,  135,  . 1 , 

Looks  out  for  another  matter  at  Conftantinople,  1-37* 
j . Occasions  the  wars  between  the  Turks  and  the  Poles,  13?, 

. **■  p. 

F*dor%  fon  of  the  Czar  Alexis*  a candidate  for  the  Crown  of 
Poland  after  the  abdication  of  Cafimir  V.  1 1 8* 

Js  rejected,  and  for  what  reafons,  1 19. 

His  father  advances  at  the  head  of  a powerful  army  in^etder 
to  get  him  ele&ed,  and  is  amufed  by  Cafimir  Paz,  125* 
Fnfatm a fort  of  Epifcopal  mandate)  its  efficacy  among  the.  Turks, 


139.  '■  • , • 1 

For  bin,  Bifhop  of  Marfeilles,  font  AmbaffiwLox'at  War  law,  to  dif- 
folve  the  league  formed  againft  the  Turks  between  John.  Sobi- 
,r  efki,  and  the  Emperor  Leppptd,  *84. 

His  letters  intercepted  by  Sobielki,  and  read  in  full  Senate. 
28c. 

, . • ' • . G.  • - 

^ Galliczin,  Generaliffimo  of  the  Mufcovite  army,  404. 

Bad  fucccfi  of  his  expedition  againft  the  Crim  Tartars,  ibid • 
Refomcs  his  defign,  420. 

Suffers  himfolf  to be  amufed  by  the  Cham,  ibid* 

Both  ftefos,  claim  the  victory,  ibid.  . 

* Gne/na,  the  firft  city  of  Poland,  2. 

Gonzaga,  (J^ouifa  Maria  de)  wife~of  Cafimir  V.  King  of  Poland, 

86.  , • V 7 : 

Perfuades  the  King  to  try  to  get  the  Puke  of  Angnien  ap- 
pointed his  (ucceffor,  87.  . 

Exerts  herutmott  endeavours  for  the  accompUfhmenfc  of  this 

tie? death,  and  chamber,  97. 

Twice  a Queen,  but  leaves  no  children,  98* 

Grange  (Maria  Cafimira  de  la)  ^rj«^  (Mary  of)*.  . 

• K k 2 Gravel 
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Gravel  (the  Abbe  de)  Aihbal&dbr  fiotn  FYahce  ih  Poland,  and 
with  what  views, • 434.  , : ' 

His  behaviour  there,  435.1  . J 

Gujlavus,  (Charles)  King  of  Sweden,  his  Wart  With  Poland,  $ 1 . 
His  death,  83.  ^ - ^ 

Peace  concluded  between  the  two  nation^  . 84.'  1 


He(hcigiay  Queen  -of  Poland,  by  What  dtefth^  4;  ' 

Marries  Jagellon,  13.  ' * ' 4 '*  v ' 

Hcf hire  hen,  A German  General,  farrounds  the  Tartars;  *471, 
472.  * 

hutnair,  ‘ a place  in  the  Ukraine,  befiegedby  John  Sbmefti,  5 i 2. 

Retaken  by  Kara-Muftapha,  219.  ^ *•  *. 

Hungarians , offer  their  Crown  to  John  'Sbbiefld  fof*  His  fon 
Prince  James,  334.  . » 

Cruehy  treated  by  the  Entperor  Leopold,  408. 

J. 

JablonovjJk:,  (Staniflas)  Palatine  of  Ruflia,  a doubt. with  re- 
- gard  to  him;  inuth  to  his  honour,  102. 

His  prudence  aind  valour  at  the  cainp  6f  Choczirr,  180* 

His  difeourfe  in  full  Diet  for  railing  Sbbiefki  to  the  Crbwti  of 
Poland,  199. 

G randfether  of  the  Princefs  of  Talmottt,  ibid  Note . 

He  quiets  the  difturbance  that  was  raifed  on  occafion  of  So- 
biefki’s  eleftion,  203,  tsf  ft q. 

His  valour,  213S  222. 

His  dignities,  287. 

Commands  the  Polifh  army*  after  tho  King  had  left  it,  in 
order  to  arrive  earlier  at  the  fiege  of  Vienna,  309. 

Gets  thither  before  the  King,  312. 

Commands  the  troops  in  an  expedition  againfl  Kaminieck, 
370.  1 j 

U pon  what  occalion,  -ibid. 

Enters  theBucovine,  371. 

- His  dangerous  fituation  in  pre/enceof  the  enemy,  37% 

Lays  the  plan  of  a retreat,  which  feemed  irtipra&icfcbfe;  372. 
Keeps  the  field  for  fome  time,  ahd  with  what^view;  377. 

His  meafures  for  furprifing  Kaminieck,  difconcertcd  by  the 
Turks,  430. 

The  command  of  the  army  given  up  td  him  by  Sobiefki,  451. 
Oppofes  the  Tartars,  and  faves  Leopol,  472. 

- Continues  to  reprefs  the  hrcurfions  of  the  Tartars,  478.  * 
Ibrabim-Sbaitan , General  of  the  Turkifh  army  againft*  the 
Poles,  238. 

Concludes  the  peace  of  Zurawno,  with  John  Sbbiefki,  and 
Upon  what  terms,  249. 

" ‘ - c ; * Ibrahim 9 
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Ibrahim,  Vifir  and  General  of  the  Turks,  .forces  tbelmperialifLs 
to  raife  the  fiege'  of  Buda,  362.  \ 

. Is  defeated  'hefore  Strigonia  by  theJQuke’of  Lorrain,  377, 

4 His  tragical  end,  406.  , , 

Jagellon , head  of  the  third  clafs  of  the  Kings  of  Poland,  3.  ' 
Marries  Hedwigia,  13. 

Propagates  Chriilianity  in  Lithuania,  45.  . > ..  > , , 

Puts  his  Uncle  tp  death,  when  he.  was  E)uke  of 
^ nia,  61.’  * , . . 

His  wars  with  Slgifmund,  King  of  Hungary,  ibid. 
s Advantages  for,  whjcb  Poland  is  indebted  to  him,  ibid „ . 
declines  a vi&ory  for  fear  of  hurti/ig  his  country,  ibid.  ’ 
The  Throne,  though  elective,  is  co^tinned  ip  his  family  for 
near  four  hundred  years,  ibid.  > ; 

Jagcllofiy  (Anne) Queen  of  Poland,  by  yvhat  means,  4.  . 
JaJlo-wiecz,  a town  of  Podolia,  burnt  by  the  Turks,  356. 

The  Caille  taken  by  John  Sobiefki,  ibid.  ■ 

This  exploit  more  talked  of  than  itdeferved,  and  why,  3^7. 
Jathfkiy  a Polhh  Gentleman,  wrongs  the  Conack  Chnulicnfki 
in  a pruel  manner,  .75.  ...  * ; 

The  vengeance  pf  the  latter  fatal  to  Poland,-- ibid.  & feq. 
IndigtnaUy  neceflary  in  Poland,  and  upon  what  oqcafions,  277, 
Inter r ex , (office  of)  held  in  Poland  by  the  Priftiate  only,  122. 
His  bufinefs  in  that  capacity,  ibid. 

' John  George  III.  Elector  of  Saxony, • marches  againflt  the:Turkss 
with  ten  thoufand  men,  at  the  fiege  of  Vienna,  313. 

Jonas,  a Jew,  Phyfician  tp  John  Sobiefki,  King  of  Poland,  451; 

Odious  to  Poland,  and  why,  477. 
l<wan,  Czar  of  Mufcovy,  jointly  with  his  brother  Peter,  392. 

. " k.  ; / ' 

Kt  miniechy  the  capital  of  Podolia,  taken  by  Cuprogli,  156, 
Situation  of  that  place,  1 5 1 . 

The  Poles  mifearry  in  their  attempts  to  retake  it , ^362,  & 

- 4°3-  - , - - - ;;  ;;  : ! \ 

Rara-Mebemedy  Commander  of  a body  of-Turkilh  cay^Jry,  de- 
..  feats  John  Sobiefki  after  th^  battle  of  Vienpa,  338.,  . ..  ^ 

. Governor  of  Buda,  302.  I 

Is  killed  at  the  fiege  of  'that  town,  ibid.  . * 

Kara- Miujlapha*  nephew  of  Cuproglit  m^^e  GrandVifo*  by  Ma- 
homet IV.  216.  ....  ^ 

. Makes  himfelf  mailer  .pf  Huraap*  a place  in  the  Ukraine, 

-219-  ';•***'■*  ' - ' ••  .i  . 

His  barbarity,  ibid  and  220. 

Lays, fiege  taTrembowla,  223,  13  feq.  . . 

ftaifes  it  upon  the  arrival  of  thePolilh  army,  2*7. 

General  of  the.  Ottoman  troops  that  march  to  befiege  Vienna, 
293/ 

K k 3 Mag- 
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Magnificence  of  his  camp  before  that  city,  298*  • ^ 

Hir  family*  Hid.  -"v'  v*  ■ ^ 

His  want  of  ability  to  make  the  moftof  hisad  vantages,  312, 
316,  319,  320,  hf/eq. 

His  avarice,  315.  ? f *v  .i* 

His  terror,  at  the  arrival  of  joknSobidkv  $**•" 

Cruel  orders  given  by  <hfca' to  the  Tartars^  ' -• 

~ Ihrfpiied  by  his  army ; confcquences  thereof,  323? ::'i 
His  cowardice  and  his  defeat,  i6jA  and  324. 

Finds'  the  effeds  of  the  Sultana  Va&d&s  iavptir,  33  $;'• 
Avoids  (haring  the  danger  in  the  adibnr  that  nstloW^d  *ihc 
iiege  6f  Vienna*  34a-  ^ ■ ( !■  > :*v  1 

Accufations  againft  hints  352,  ' - / f* ' ii  ' i 

His  tragical  death,  ibid.  ^ : ^ ^ 

Ki*k*a*f*£g,  (the  Baron  de)  his  mduftry  at  kfte  ftegeJofVieima* 
30 6.  ■ ' 1 ‘ r ’ .*■■>  S 

JKkma,  or  Kipw,  taken  by  Bdefias  II*  ie*  - ' " 

Its  fituatiofi,  ibid,  *"  r;  : . ~ 

Belongs  to  the  Mufcovites  again  ; its  prefent  ftate,  ibid.  Hhte. 
JConJki,  Palatine  of  Ktovia,  Grand- Matter  of  the  Pblifhartiljery, 
his  management  at  the  fiege  of  Vienna,  319;  - 

His  exploits  againll  the  Turks  in  the  Bucovine,  373, 


' • L,«  ■ *•  ■-  > : . - 

Leek,  the  firft  Duke  of  Poland,1 3* 

The  f ounder  of  that  fhte,  58. 

Leopold  a Polifli  town  of  little  ftrength,  ranfoma  itfHf  from  be- 
ing pillaged  by  delivering  up  all  its  gold,  > 15 8;  - •&*  1 

An  account  of  its  fituation,  211. 

Lcoptid,  Empeim^  makes  an  ofienfive  and  defrnfrrer  treaty  with 
John  Sobiefki  agaistft  the  Turks,  27^ 

And  with  Mnfeovy,  394.  ^ • , > .■<)  r ? r 

His  indignation  againft  Sintzendorf,  and  ffor  what;  33  2*  • 

Jealous 'of  Scbieflu’s  triumph  at  Vienna,  ibUL  > l \ 

I Is  politick  behaviour  to  that  hero,  and  its  coofrqnences,  334. 
Hit  ingratitude,  and  to  whom,  35  r.  ‘ 1 nr  * * T 

Prefents  a bait  to  Sobieiki,  in  order  to  kccprhim  fefmsn?the 
league^ag&lnft  the  Turks;  380V  ! > m : ^ ^ 

’■r  Deceives  Kiar;;  387,  and 447.'  n - 

His  cruelty  (hewn  to  the « Hungarians  in  ;the  townraf Eperies, 

Sbliges  the  nobles  of  the  country  to  declare  the  kingdom  of 
- Hungary  hereditary,  ibid-:  > n?  T 

Rejeds  the  propofals  of  SoBntdn  Illv  421,  - 4 

Takes  into  favour  his  fon-in4aw,  the  young  Efedor  ?of  Bava- 
ria, inftead  of  the  Duke  of-  Lorrain,  422.  ■ V*  , 

Entrufts  him  with  the  command  ofthcarmy,  tod  thefidge  of 

- Belgrade,  ibid. 

Enters 
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Enters  into  the  famous  league  of  Augfbnrg  again#  Lewis  XIV* 
ibid • -.4'.  . /;i-s 

Deceives  the  King  of  Poland  with  regard  to  Walachisw  443* 
His  ietnguefl  to  mlTolve  adiet,  ibid*  i 

With  what  views,  ibid.  * f 

Unfavourable  events  in  Hungary,  450.  ^ 

Lefcxinjki , (Raphael)  his  fpecch  ro  Sigifxnund  Apguilus  in  die 
Diet  of  Petrikow^  mnd  opon  what  occafian,  14*  ' ’ 

His  ipeepb*  in  enother  Diet,  again#  the  Queen*  Sobkici’s 
wife,  425.  i ■ 

Motives  which  prompted  him,  ibid.  : 4 

> A iVwr  relating  to  him,  424*  - / - 

Lejko  L the  deliverer  of  Poland,  is  raifed  to  the  Throne, . 7-; 
Lefko  II.  obtains  the  Crown  of  Poland,  4. 

By  what  means,  ibid . 

4ra*i,  nephew  of  Cafimir  the  Great,  and  King  of  Hungary,  is 
raifed  to  the  Throne  of  Poland,  and  upon  what  conditions.;  1 x. 
Sends  the  Duke  of  Oppden,  to  govern  Poland  in  his  name,  1 a. 
Recalls  him,  and  why,  13. 

His  death*  ibid L •« 

&itkmma*  the  grease#  part  of it  retaken  by  the  Poles,  Sc. 
Lithuanian  (violence  of  two4  officers)  again#  the  PolUh  fervapts, 

'4?o-  * 

Fatal  consequences  thereof,  ibid  & fcq. 
tongmviUij  (the  Duke  of)  propofed  by  John  Sobiefld  'to  fuc- 
ceed  Michael,  whom  it  was  intended  to  dethrone,  145.  . 

His  death,  and  how  it  happened,  149. . 

The  confederacy  again#  Michael  difcoocprted,  ibid 
terrain , (Charles  of)  a candidate  for  the  Crown  , of  Poland,  af- 
ter the  abdication  of  Cafimir  V.  1 18.  , , . 

i ' Hk  • only  m&atsdng  -rival  is  the  Duke  of  Newburg,  115* 
Qualities  that  recommend  him  to  favour,  126. 

* Is  fupported  by  the  Polifti  nobility,  128,  and  130. 

His  iyopes. vanxfli,  i$i;  r ; ^ * 

Propofed  by  Leopold  to  fuceeed  Michael,  whom  itwa&  intend,. 
± ;ed  to  dethrone,  143* 

Is  a candidate  for  the  Crown  of  Poland,  after  the  death  of 
that  Prince,,  tgz*.  .-•*  .0  . . - - 

Vows  vengeance  again#  Lends  XIV,  upcm  what  oceafion,  toi. 
Commands  the  Imperial  troops  again#  fhe  Turks,  at  the  time 
j ^ of  their  attempt  upon  Vienna*  294*  j , 

His  conduct  upon  that  occafion,  and  his  exploits,  .301,  & 
4 fg^  . X ..  \ ;.y"1  • ' -n; 

His  fine  anfwer  to  Leopold,  and  upon  what  occafipn,  332. 
Forced  to  raife  thefiegfe.  OfBada*  $62,  • . 

■ e ?Behcs  the  Vifir;  lbrahm^  377. 

Takea  Newhaufel  by  ftonn,  378.  * ^ 

4 jjfofharityof  die  Chnftian  army,  ibid 
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* ^articulariy  of  the  German  women,  ibid.  * 1 *'  * 

Belieges  Buda  a fecond  time,  and  takes  it  by  flonn,  291;  1 

•His  Exploits  agamft  the  Vtfir  Sofiman, tUd.  and  405.  J - 
Befieges  and  takes  Mongatz,  408.  ■ - * ' 

His  death,  438.  -*  t. 

His  letter,  in  which  he  recommends  his  family  and  his  fob? 
jefts  to  the  Emperor,  ibid.  ■ : 

Lozin/kiy  brings  a falfe  accu  Cation*  againftjohn'  Sobiefki,  166. 
hublint  capital  of  the  Palatinate  of  the  fame  name,  153^  Note. 
Lubomirjki , Grand-Marlhal  of  Poland,  and  Petty-General  df  *tho 
Polifh  army,  84,  and  88. 

Enters  Ragotfki’s  territories,  84. 

Wichftands  the  King’s  fchemc  in  favour  of  the  Dnke  of  An-* 
guien,  out  of  regard  to  his  country,  88.  > ~ . 

Sufpicions  of  the  court  again  ft  him,  and  npOn  whatoccafion, 
89.  • • ' 

Is  condemned  to  death,  and  leaves  Poland,  ibid. 

Lofes  his  dignities,  go. 

Hasrecourfe  to  arms,  gi. 

His  fuccefs,  ibid . feq. 

Makes  peace,  the  decree  for  his  profcriptibii  is  revoked,  and 
he  difbands  his  troops,  94.  * • ' 

Retires  to  Breflaw,  95, 

His  death,  ibid.  • - . . 

His  fon  fucceeds  John  Sobiefki,  when  defied  King,  hi  thtf 
office  of  Grand-Marfhal,  209.  - 

Lyjinjki,  a Lithuanian  gentleman,  condemned  to  death,  "and  e£e* 
_ cuted,  428. 

Upon  what  pretence,  ibid. 

Particulars  of  the  fentenCeagainft him,  ibid.  j 

A law  violated  by  thi§  proceeding,  ibid. 

M.  * • ■ • 

Mahomet  IV,  being  mpfter  of  .Kaminieck,  fends  garrifons  into 
all  the  places  ofthe  Ukraine,  157.  f 

Halts  at  Boudchaz,  with  the  main  body  of  his  army/  aind  Or- 
‘ deft  forty  thoufand  men  to  march  towards  Leopoi,  ibid. 

His  return  to  Conftantinople,  i6e.  • 1 * ' 

Makes  an  offer  to  Sobiefki  of  reftoring  Kaminiedc',  in  order 
to  detach  • him  from  the  league  with  the  Empefbr  and  other 
powers,  380. 

lsdepofed,  407.*  J ' 

His  death,  408. 

Falfe  report  of  his  being  polfoned,  ibid. 

Maximilian- Emmanuel,  Eleftor  of  Bavaria,  brtrigs  twelve  thou«r- 
fand  men  againft  the  Turks,  pt  the  time  Of  the  fifege  of  Vien- 
fla,  313. 

• . !-  MUbatl 
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J Wiihtd  Wiefiimxfofki,  Kingof  Poland,  iiid  N,in  whftt- 

manner,  Succeeds  Cafimir.  V(.  13  a,  ' - 

Par/dld  between  this  Prince  and  Jqhn.Sobieflti,  ibid. 

His  defcent,  133.  ■ > ■ 

Favourable  omens  at  his  election,  blit  prove  deceitful,  ibid, 

■ and*  1 34.  ••  '■  L"  * ••  • 

His  weaknefs,  134,  136,  149. 

His  wars  with  the  CofTacks^  13;,  tsf  feq.  / - 

Refofei,  at  the  inftigation  of  Leopold,  to  pardon  Dorofcen- 
lko^-137.  - , . ; ■ • • - ^ . 

A war  with  the  Turks  in  confeqaence  of  this  refufal,  138. 

A confederacy  formed  again  it  Michael  to  dethrone  him*  141, 

& M-  . . - ' ; 

His  marriage,  146. 

Againft  Ufo  inclination  of  the  Teles,  ibid, 

Forms  a royal  confederacy,  149. 

His  lnadtion.  upon  Mahomet’s  approach,  15 1. 

A panic  feizes  him,  and  his  army,  153. 

Effaces  the  name  of  Sobiefki,  and  the  other  confederated  nobler 
out  of  the  fentence  of  proferiptioof  162. 

Aflembles  a Diet  of  Pacification  at  Warfaw,  163. 

Where  his  power  is  retrenched,  164. 

Puts  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  army,  after  the  breaking  of 
the  treaty  of  Boudchaz,  and  with  what  view,  171, 

His  irrefolute  behaviour,  and  upon  what  occafioii,  172. 
Removed  tq  Leopol,  and  why,  173. 

Dies  without  iffue,  186. 

JflieciJIa'w  I.  Sovereign  of  Poland  embraces  ChrifUanity,  at  the  fol- 
licitation  of  his  Wife  Dambrowka,  44. 

Had  divorced  (even  wives  before  his  marriage  with  her,  4$. 
Marries  a Nun  after  the  death  of  Dambrowka,  ibid . 

Miecijla'w  II.  Sovereign  of  Poland,  father  of  Cafimir  I*  5. 
Miecijlanu  III.  Sovereign  of  Poland,  depofed,  9. 

Mignot  { Mary)  who  (he  was,  1 16. 

Singularly  favoured  by  fortune,  ibid » . . 

AiTert&  that  (he  was  privately  married  to  King  Cafimir,  117. 
Modena  (the  Duke  of)  is  a candidate  for  the  Crown  of  Poland, 
after  the  death  of  Michael,  192. 

Isreje&ed  without  a divifion  of  fufFrages,  193. 

Mold  anna,  the  ancient  and  prefen  t (late  of  that  province,  38c, 
3S2. 

Becomes  fubjeft  to  Poland,  383, 

Mondreojki , Bravery  of  that  officer,  at  the  camp  at  Choczin,  182, 
Its  confequences,  ibid,  . 

Killed  before  Vienna,  r 329.  * 

Montecuculi , Short  elogium  made  by  that  hero,  upon  Tnrenne, 
Condf,  and  Cuprogli,  138.  - 

, Morofint, 
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Merefini  (Fraficlfco)  General  of  the  Venetian  army,  hii  ex- 
ploits in  Geece,  377,  392*  464.  J - 
Mifcarries  before  Negropbnt*  421*  > ' r v -•  "g 

Ele&ed  Doge,  431.  1 ^ 

His  illnefs  hinders  him  front  attacking  the  Terks,  ibid.  I 
Morfiyn , (Andrew),  Grand-Tieofurer  of  Poland^  his  trea&pdiC 
"covered,  284.  ’’  ' ■ ; v’3  • 

Dies  in  France,  289. 

Met&wU#  (Samuel)  his  courage,  Exploits,  and  death,  178. 
Mufcovites , their  wars  with  Poland,  74,  & fif*  84,  ^ - 

Defeat  of  their  army  in  the  Ukraine,  85.  ' ^ ’ 

March  to  affift  Poland,  and  in  what  c^tuiiihaaice^^  ^S^  \ 

Enter  into  a league  with  that  kingdom,  and  other  powers, 
againft  whom;  355.  -Vi  \ 

Dmblute  behaviour  of  their  Ambafiadjifs at  the  ctmrt  c£  Vi- 
enna, 394.  1 : 

Are  of  no  fervice  to  the  Chriftian  league,  43  u - 

Caufe^of  their  inaction,  437-  ^ 1 

Mujfafba  II.  fon  of  Mahomet  IV.  focceeds  his  unde,  A dim  e t IL 
m the  Ottoman  Empire,  473. 

His  chara&cr,  ibid* 

Difguifes  himfelf  frequently,  and  with  what  view,  ibid.  \ 
Orders  his  Vifir  to  be  ilrangied,  and  why,  ibid. 

His  vidories  over  the  Imperialilfe,  474. 

And  over  the  Venetians,  ibid. 

/ 1 ' , 

N. 

Newburgh  (the  Duke  of)  a candidate  for  the  Crown  of  Poland 
after  the  abdication  of  Cafimir  V.  118. 

His  only  remaining  rival  is  Prince  Charles  of  Dorrain,  itf*  - 
, Supported,  by  what  powers,  ibid.  ‘ 

, His  hopes  are  at  an  end,  1 3 1.  - r-  - \ 

Nrwburg  (Prince  William  of),  fon  of  the  foregoing;  ftands 
didate  for  the  Crown  of  Poland,  after  the  death  of  Mkhael, 
193.  : " 

Nieper , or  Dnieper  (the),  anciently  the  Beryfthents\  its1  head/1  its 
Catara&s,  and  mouth,  211,  Non.  J : 

‘ r.  " " ' ‘ • O.  ' - - - • — 

Oginjki)  Palatine  of  Troki,  illegally  nominated  to  bo' Gr^d- 
Chancellor  of  Poland,  after  the  death  of  Cafimir  Pte,  . 

Diilurbances  on  that  account,  ibid.& fef.  - j ^ 
Appeafed.by  the  Queen,  368.  ' v-  : 

Put  an  end  to  by  QginJki,  and  how,  ibid.  : 

Clftrwjki,  (Andrew)  Grand-Chancellor  of  Polatld,  refol* tely* de- 
clares formarching  agaroft  the  infidels,  172.  }[ 

Bifhop  of  Culm,  and  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  kingdom,  made 
Primate,  toy.  • • ?•-••**  V — :.J  V 
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His  death,  chara&er,  and  clogium,  259,  ' 

Opalinjki , (Cafimir)  Biihop  of  Cid#,  hi^  infolent.  behaviour  to 
the  King  in  full  Diet,  426. 

Is  djffiiadedfi^ 

Qpblhtjki,  Pahtine'of  Kalifcb,  apprafes  the  difturhances  Jn  the 
Diet  affembled  to  elett  a King  in  the  room  of  Cafimir  V.  13 1 . 


>■  * \ . P,  ■,  _ , 

Pa&a?Comfrnt&  the  meaning  of  that  t^rtain  Poland,  24. 
Palatint  of  Poland,  what  it  means,  20. 

Pauluk*  ;Genead  of  the  Coilacksi  beheaded,  and  upon  what 
octagon,  74. 

Pax , (Cafimir)  Grand- Chancellor  of  Lithuania,  faves  the  re* 
publicby  amufingth*  Czar  Alexis,  and  upon  what  occafion. 


125. 

His  death,  367,.  v . 

Pa»,  (Michael)  Grand-General  of  Lithuania,  his  flovvne/s  in 
johting  the  Poliih  army,  171. 

His  jealoufy  of  John  Sobie&i,  172,  and  175* 

Intends  to  retire  with  his  Lithuanians  at  the  time  of  the  ex- 


pedition againft  Cboczin ; bat  is  prevenffed  by  motives  of  glo- 
iy,  177,  and  178. 

His  heroifin  at  the  camp  of  Ghoczin,  184* 

Returns  to  Lithuania,  with  his  ajmy*  187*  , 

Oppoies  Sobiefki’s  ele&ion  together  with  his  brother,  201; 
Tney  both  confent  to  it  at  laft,  and  for  what  reafons,  ibid 
His  behaviour  in  the  Ukraine,  213. 

His  death,  355. 

Pax,  (Paid  Michael)  Staroft  of  Samogitia,  his  audacious  beha- 
viour in  a full  Diet,  and  upon  what  occafion,  367. 

Piter , Czar  of  Mufcovy,  jointly  with  his  brother  lwan,  392* 
Piy f,  the  head  of  the  fecond  clafs  of  Princes  in  Poland,  y 
What  he  was*  and  his  ele&ion,  7,8, 

A virtuous  and  peaceable  Prince,  59. 

Dorado*  of  the  race  of  the.Piafts,  61.  , 

Podolia,  conquered  by  Cuprogli,  156, 

And  laid  vrefie,  360. 

Poland,  aboliihes  hereditary  right  at  the  end  of  the  iecond  clafs 
( JLingf,  5.  r 

RsvoinUons  ia  the  government  of  that  kingdom,  5,  6* 
Becomes  a republiccompofed  of  three  orders,  13. 

The  Senate,  19,  20. 

The  gpeat  officers,  their  number,  which  is  doubled  by  the 
...  tmion  of  Ac  two  dates  of  Poland  and  Lithuania,  20,  zu 
Their  rank,  fun&ions,  and  prerogatives,  21,  zz,  90. 

- • The  different  armies  of  the  kingdom,  27,  Jsf fcq* 

The  Polifli  and  Lithuanian  army,  independent  of  each  other, 

• 

Produc- 
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Produ£&ons  of  Poland,  and  its  want .of  covmqc£g  54. 

Its  rivers,  51.  ~ ' ~7  -7  j 7 i 

v Number  of  inhabitants,  and  extent  of  territory*  7 
Cuftoms  relating  to  the  lands  bf  tfye  church  and  the  jiobiGty, 

454*  . , j - O'' 

State  of  the  kingdom,  with  regard ^ tp  arts'^J icie^ces,  54, 

l/ifferenee  made  by  the  coronation  of  the  Kings  of  Poland,  up- 
on what  founded,  2Q$.  ; . ...  , ...  - 7 •* 

Ceremonies  of  thfeir  inauguration,  .230,  r , 7 ; 

Remarkable  cuftom  at  their  funeral,  231/’  7'  \ ’ . 7 

The  republic  entitled  Moft  Serene  after  the  d^Iiv^ry.  of  Vi- 
enna,  35 3.  ^ . TV 

Tired  of  a ruinous  league,  and  inclined  to  pahe  a fixate 
^ peace  iyith  the  Turks,  423."  ^ *"  " ’ 7 

Ravaged  by  locuds,  431,  432.  • v7  . 

Corifents  to  continue  the  war  againft  the  Turks*  .43$.  . ■ 7 , 
Confederacy  of  the  army,  and  for  what  caufe/ 43(>» 

The  whole  plan  of  the  campaign  difconcertca  thereby/  iUd. 
An  abufe  tolerated  by  the  republic  while  the  Ijiets'are  fitting, 

‘ 470. 

Civil  commotions  in  the  republic,  472.  , , 

Wars  of  Poland  againft  the  Turks,  T^rt^rs,  mad  ‘£oJ[ficksh  fa 
thofe  words. 

Poles,  (the)  anciently  Sarmatians,  1.  , . 1 

Extent  of  their  ancient  poffeffions,  (,  2. 

Their  Ioffes  at  different  times,  3. 

Upon  what  occafion  the  eagle  was  firft  painted  upon  their 
ftandards,  ibid.  Different  clafTes.  of  their  Sovereigns,  3.  A- 
dopt  the  Salick  law,  4. 

Their  character,  manners,  and  cuftoms,  41, 

Their  ancient  barbarous  cuftoms  fubfift  even/after  tjiey.  had 
embraced  Chriflianity,  44 feq. 

' They  make  their  Kings  fwear  to  tolerate  all  religions,  ^. 
Their  religious  abftinence,,  47.  . ' ^ ;7  , . 

Their  refpefl;  for  the  Popes,  48,49,  7 . ’ ’ * . 7 7 

Their  frequent  divorces,  50.  * ,7  7 ' ’ 

Exceffive  liberty  pf  the  nobles,  an<Tab]e&  flavery  of  the  reft 
of  the  nation,  52,  53.  ‘ . . » . « • • r ' 4' 

- Poverty  of  the  lower  nobility,  53.  f . 

Their  pride,  56.  7,7  7/ 

Lofe  their  rank  by  engaging  in  trade,  ibid.  * ' 

Haughtinefs  of  the  republic  towards  it£  King^,  ibid  and  5 7,.  . 
- Have  deprived  their  King  of  the  right  of  coining,  57.  ‘ , 
Polignac, ' (Melchior  de) ; expedient  fuggefted  by  him  to  the 
Queen  of  Poland  for  the  payment  of  part  of  her  daughter' 

' fortune,  467.  t /• 

Admired  and  dreaded  in  Poland,  ibid • 

. Attends 
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Attends  the  King  cbnftantly  in  his  Jail  illhcfa,  48#.. 

His  fuperiorky  over.tfhe  jifhitYota, .iUd$: 

Removes  Sobieflri’s  treafure  into  France,  in  concert  with  the 
’ Queen,  and  with  what  view,,  487. 

PopieiR.  Duke  bf  Poland^  the  left  bf  hia  family,  bUcharao- 
ier/7.  .. 

P of  polite,  what  it  means,  in  Poland, '20,.  24;,.  47(4 

Affembledby  the  Primate,  againft  the  royal;  prerogative,  24^ 

Potojki , (Andrew)  Caftellan  of  Cracow,  fusceed*  ^ienawikt  in 
the Petty-Generalfliip,  353.  . . 

Potojki,  (Staniflas)  Grand- General  of  the  Polifh  an&y*.  beat  by 
the  Coffack  Chmilienfki,  176. 

Prafmowjki , Primate  of  Poland,  his  exccffivc  zeal  for  his  coun- 
try, 169. 

His  Death,  ibid, 

Pfxentiflto,  refutoes  the  title  of  King  without  being  authorized  by 
Rome,  49. 

Prziemjki , a PolHh  Deputy,,  formerly  a Muiketeer  in  France,  ; 
breaks  off  the  Diet  of  Grodno,  ^27 8. 

His  obftinacy  in  refufing  to  reft  ore  its  powers,  ibid. 

His  influence  over  the  multitude,  ibid.  Note, 


R. 

Rddttonvjki,  BWhop  of  Warmia,  made  Vice-Chancellor  of  Po- 
land againft  the  law,  and  by  the  artificfcs  of  the  Queen,  $69* 
Created  a Cardinal,  395. 

Primate  of  Poland,  after  the  death  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Gnef- 
na,  413. 

Occalions  a diftorbance  in  a Diet  at  Grodno,  and  upon  what 
occaiion,  412. 

Su  (petted  of  confpiring  againft  the  King,  432. 

Radzivuil , (the  Princefs  of)  married  to  the  Margrave  Lewis  of 
Brandenburg,  one  of  the  Elettor’s  ions,  contrary  to  the  in- 
tention of  her  uncle  John  Sobiefld,  who  defigned  her  for  his 
fon.  Prince  James,  ZJt*  271. 

Is  left  a widow,  4l6\ 

Promifes  to  marry  Prince  James  Lewis  Sobfe&i,  npon  Tpain  of 
lofing  all  her  fortune,  417. 

Breaks  her  promife,  and  marries  Prince  Charles  of  Newburg, 
third  fon  of  the  Elector  Palatine,  2nd  brother  to  the  Empreft, 
ibid. 


Confequences  of  this  breach  of  promife,  418,  423,  & fcq, 
Rogotjki , Prince  of  Tranfylvania,  his  wars  with  Poland,  83, 

ts Vfi- 

Obliged  to  accept  a diladvantageous  peace,  84. 

Rage  fii,  ion  of  the  foregoing,  is  a candidate  for  the  Crown  of 
Poland,  128.  , 

Rejetted 
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*4f,'  n$.  • '■  -■>  ...  ,j.} 

I Iciefst,  the  meaning  of  that  word  in  Boland*  476^  .vsi-m 

4 r \ 

...  ► 'fin'Vi  " ~ 

SortM-Crete,  the  Pope’s  Nando  annalls  the  Primate^*  lenience 
offufpenfion  againfl  Bizattiwfiti,  Bifhop  ttf  wfct  had 

excommunicated  Cafimir  Sapieha,  499.  ~ ■ 

Xspieba,  four brothers trf  t&atuame,  284^  ;*4i  ^ 

Sobiefki  raifes  the  family,  and  with  what^view?  iiids  1 ^ m: 

The  eldeft  is  made  Grand-General*  2nd  Palatum ofWihi**3  5 &. 
The  family  gained  over  by  Lcopold  ta breakofE  tiDket^z^ 
The  author  of  this  meafure,  and  hear  ndifcovicred,  ^ 429^410. 

- Sufpe&ed  of  confpiring)  againfl  the&ing^  432k  ^ , .1.  ^ 

Uncertainty  of  the  fad,  43  3.  •?/  T 

Safi  eh  a (Cafimir),  one  of  the  foregoing,  Grand-Geneadof  Li- 

- . thuania,  quarters  his  troop*  upon  prmk^iinds,  434*445. 

Is  excommunicated  by  the  Bifhop  of  Wdoa*  455^  43641 
t-  D^ffarbanoes  upon  that  occafion,  456*  &A&  » 

Sobieiki  is  againfl  him,  460*  ■ - - 

Abufes  his  power,  459.  r*  ( . .■  ,>:c 

Incenfed  againfl  t>e  Pope,  461. 

For  what  reafon,  ibid* 

His  manifeflo  againfl  the  King  and  Queen,  468. 

4s*v§y,  (Prince  Thomas  of)  is  a candidate  for  the  ClOwUiOf  Po- 
land after  the  death  of  Michael,  19K 
does  not  even  divide  the  fuffrages,  193* 

Scoxaxoeujjki%{tnkhy  Sobiefki  to Pax, and  upon  whatoceafion,  175. 
His  fuccefs,  ibid*  - , 

Setim*Gerai>  the  Cham,  commands  the  Tartars  who*  inarch  to 
the  fiege  of  Vienna,  294. 

His  flight  before  the  Poles,  323* 

His  depofition,  336. 

. Is  reftored  to.his  throne,  420.  :i 

- Saves  the  Tartars  by  his  addrefs,  ibid*  4 

Sets  them  a noble  example  of  bravery,  .473*  . , . . , 

Senate  (Polifh),  the  number  of  its  members,  ; , c 

Ser ini.  His  bravery  at  the  Siege  of  Vienna,  3 05*. 

Serini,  uncle  of  the  foregoing,  beheaded byjordjrpf  *h*  Em- 
peror Leopold,  264.  - - 'o\  v ,,  vlV 

Sicinki , the  firft  that  exetted  the  privitege^  25. 

What  this  privilege  confifls  in,  ibid*  ,rn  ; 

Sigifmund  L King  of  Poland,  ohdedby  afcclamationr  without 
divifion  of  votes,  63.  ( l , w j ; 

Demolifhes  the  power  of  the  Teutonic  Knights,  ibid* 

His  extraordinary  ftrength,  64.  u 4 

, Happinefs  and, advantages;  of  hb  and  6$i  a 

Condemns  all  Proteftants  to  death,  and  yet  fusers  the  Jews 
* to  live  unmolcfted,  46*  . . , 

Sigifmund 
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H gif  muni  \\ • fumamed  Auguftus , King  of  Poland,  tntnfti  the 
Senate,  and  npon ; what  oecafionai  •«<*  ; ^ 

Dies  without  children,  i6« 

New  bulwarks  erected  after  his  death  for  the  defence  of  liber* 
*ty,:  ibid*  • “ ' '* 

He-  ghm  great  ^txdal  to  the  nation,  upon  what  oacafion, 

Sigifmund  III.  Prince  of  Sweden,  fitcceeds  Stephen  Battori  m the 
throne  of  . Pofamd,  63.  - 

His  misfortune*  and  faults,  ibid.  ~ 

Birth  of  Sobidki  in  his  rfign,  66. 

Zmu&niorjfi  the  Emperor's  MiniiWr,  difluadcs  that  Prime  from 
being  prefent  at  the  fiege  of  Vienna,  313,  314. 

The  reprimand  He  meets  wkh^upon  that  atcomit,  33.2, 
Oocafions  hi*  death,  ibid. 

Siradia  (die  Palatine  of)  hxs  audarionfnefs  to  die  King  in  aDiet 
held  at  Grodno,  414.  ; * « 

Sobiejka  (Therefa  Cunegunda)  only  daughter  of  John  Sobiefki 
King  of  Poland,  marries  theEIe&or  of  Bavaria,  466. 
Sobiefki  (Alexander)  fecond  fon  of  John  Sobiefki,  Sam.  at  Bant* 
zick,  260.  > 

Begins  to  call  his  eyes  towards  the  throne,  444. 

His  character,  ibid,  and  44$. 

He  inarches  againil  the  enemy  With  has  father  and  his  bo* 
ther  Prince  James,  447. 

The  rivalfhip  between  hips  and  his  brother  James,  448. 
Stifpidohs  againft  him,  and  upon  what  occafion,  471. 

Goes  and  lives  at  Rome,  after  his  father’s  death,  488* 
Takes  the  vows  of  a Capuchin,  when  at  the  point  of  death, 
ibid. 

Sobiejkz  (Conftantine)  third  ion  of  John  Sobiefki,  272. 

Is  imprifoned  at  Leipfick,  after  his  father’s  death,  488* 
'Efcapes  out  of  prifon,  and  marries  in  Poland  like  a private 

fentleman,  ibid . 

Endeavours  in  vain  to  get  his  marriage  difiblved,  ibid* 
Sobiefki  (James)  father  of  John  Sobiefki,  69. 

His  dignity,  offices^  and  employments,  70,  tifiq. 

His  wife,  and  children,  ibid.  ■ ' 

His  tafte  for  arts  and  letters,  ibid,  and  71. 

His  manner  of  educating  his  children,  71. 

His  death,  73. 

Sobiejki  (James  Lewis)  eldeft  ion  of  John  Sobiefki,  bom\at  Pa- 
ris, has  Lewis  XIV.  for  his  godfather,  105. 

Accompanies  his  father  to  the  fiege  of  Vienna,  307. 

Is  in  great  danger,  341. 

Attends  his  father  to  the  conqueft  of  Moldavia  and  Walachia, 
.?•  381.  . . ... 

Is  invefted  with  the  command,  and  upon  whftt  oclafion;  401. 
> ? . Beiieges 
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Btfiqps  Jtamiiiiedc,  ibid.  ' 

Occafions  difcqrbanTO  in  a dfefrat^Gwdjto,  anil  why,  41  i * 

Is  obliged  to  retire,  412.  • * 

Is  decttved  byUhe*PHnc»&  RadeSwR,  Who  had  pfomifed  to 
marry  him,  417. 

Hkm*ftriage  with  the  Rte&Or  Palatini  Hatoghterj  446. 
Receives  the  order  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  ibid.^ 

Mortification  that  hfe  undergoes,  and  upon  what  occafion,  ibid* 
His  jealoufy  of  his  brother,  Prince  Alexander,  445,  44S. 
Draws  upon  him  the  indignation -of  his  father,  446. 

Aiks  pardon  and  obtains  It,  4:47*  r 
:.x  Is  nnpiiibned  at  Leipfick  after  hk  father’s  death,  and  after-* 
wards  livqs  in  Sflefia,  488.  : • 

Sobiejkr  (John)  time  and  p(*ce  of  his  birth,  66. 

Elogium  of  his  anceftors;  ibid  if  feq.  ’ 1 

' His  ec^icatioh,  7*1. 

Histafte  for  the  fine  arts,  and  improvefiients  iii  learning,  365* 
His  temper,  "71. 

His  travels  with  his  brother  Mark,  7 2. 

A Maftetoer  in  Fftmoe, ibid  J 

Returns  to  Poland  with  his  brother  to  defend  hjs  country,  73* 
JLefs  bcloved  -by^his  mdthfertlhan  bis  Brother  Mark,  and  why* 
7»- 

Appeases  the  revolt  of  the  Poftlh^wny  at  Zborow,  79. 

* Is  made  Great  Standard-Bearer  of  die  Crown,  ibid. 

His  wars  againft  Charles  Guftaves,  81. 

Lives  as  a hoftage  among  the  Crim  Tartars,  8c. 

Gains  the  friendfivip  of  the  Cham,  and  what  follows  from  it 
ibid*  . 

Obtains  the  dignity  of  Grand-Marfhal,  which  Lubomiifki  is 
deprived  of,  90.  / • 

Made  Petty-General,  after  the  death  of  Czarnelki,  92. 
Marries;  and  wkh  whom,  95,  and  96. 

Is  made  Grand-General,  after  tKe  death  of  -Potozki,  98* 

His  exploits  againft  the  Tartars  and  the  Cofihcks,  too,  if 

M' 

Peace  made  wkU  thole  nations,  *04. 

He  receives  in  full  Diet  the  glorious  title  of  Deliverer  of  his 
Country,  105. 

His  afiedion  for  France,  14^. 

( Oppofes  a confederacy  of  the  army  to  Michael’s  royal  confe- 
deracy, 150. 

A price  fet  upon  his  head,  151. 

Forgets  his  own  intereft  for  the  good  of  his  country,  ibid. 

His  exploits  againft  the  Tartars,  133. 

Prevails  to  have  the  treaty  of  Boudchaz  declared  null,  in  a 
Diet  of  Pacification  between  Michael’s  party  2nd  the  confe- 
derated army,  164,  iffi*. 

1 ^ Unjuftly 
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UnjofUy  accufed  iiv  the  fame  Diet,  1 66.  , , 

Acquitted  by  the  confeffion  of  Lozinfki  hisaccufer,  168. 

His  generality  towards  him,  and  two  nobles  who  had  bribed 
him,  ibid*  and  169. 

The  naine  of  thefc  nobles  is  known  by  the  whole  kingdom) 
168,  Non. 

Sobiefki  appears  before  the  camp  at  Choczin,  177, 

The  great  danger  he  is  in,  1 79. 

Defeats  the  Turks,  180. 

His  laurels  ftained,  and  how,  1 83. 

He  and  his  army  recalled  home  by  the  Interrex,  after  the 
expedition  of  Choczin,  1 87. 

Goes  to  Leopol,  and  refides  there  the  whole  winter,  with 
what  view,  189. 

His  indifference,  or  poffibly  his  policy,  with  regard  to  the 
throne  of  Poland,  after  the  death  of  Michael,  1 9 1 . 

Oppofes  the  Prince  of  Conde  to  the  Princes  Charles  of  Lor? 
rain  and  William  of  New  burg,  who  were  the  only  remaining 
competitors  for  the  Crown  of  Poland,  195. 

His  policy  in  this  proceeding,  1 96. 

Falfe  report  about  him,  and  upon  what  occafion,  198. 

Is  proclaimed  King  of  Poland,  201. 

Pretences  for.  refufing  him  the  Crown,  196. 

Difficulties  he  meets  with  even  after  his  ele&ion,  203,  feq* 
Receives  in  form  the  diploma  of  ele&ion,  205. 

His  chara&er,  206,  and  207. 

Takes  the  name  of  John  III.  207. 

Favour  ihewn  him  by  the  republic,  upon  what  occaHon,  109. 
His  exploits  in  the  Ukraine,  212,  H feq. 

And  againfl  Nuradin,  215. 

Returns  to  Warfaw,  229. 

Receives  an  embody  of  congratulation  from  Per  &ittbid.  and230. 
Is  crowned  with  the  Queen,  250,  & fq. 

Marches  againil  the  Turks  and  Tartars,  238. 
s Events  of  this  war,  ibid.  & feq. 

Terminated  by  the  peace  ofZurawno,  248* 

Articles  of  that  peace,  2^9. 

Receives  the  order  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  2^2. 

DifTatisfadtion  of  the  Poles  on  that  account,  and  its  confe- 
quenCes,  ibid. 

Has  at  lad  the  fatisfa&ion  of  feeing  all  the  eftates  of  the  realm 
pleafed  with  the  peace,  257. 

Receives  an  Ambaflador  from  the  Tartars,  and  ratifies  the 
peace  with  that  nation,  ibid. 

Appeafes  the  difturbances  at  Dantzick,  ibid.  & feq. 

Offends  Lewis  XIV.  how  and  upon  what  occafion,  265,  &feq* 
Sollicits  the  title  of  Duke  in  France  for  his  father  in-law  the 
Marquis  of  Arquien,  262. 

And  for  Brifacier,  who  is  reprefented  to  him  as  his  natural 
• fbn,  263, 
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Is  mortified  at  the  ill  fuccefi  of  his  follititations, 

His  defigns  upon  Kaminieck,  ibid . 

’ His  vexaoon^at  the  mzmage  of  his  niece.  Prince  Radii  vriTs 
daughter,  with  the  Margrave  Lewis  of  Brandenburg,  271.  ' 
His  generofity  to  a pt  rfSn  gtnlcy  of 'high-treafoti,  275-  * 1 
Enters  into  a defenfive  and  oflfenfive  league again#  the  Turks 
with  the  Emperor  Leopold,  279. 

Upon  what  conditions,  ibid,  and  281.  ' « 

With  what  views,  283. 

The  league  thwarted  by  the  Court  of  France,  whofe  projects 
are  difeovered,  £84 
And  by  the  Paz’s,  284. 

Leaves  the  command  of  die  army  to  Jabloncwflci,  309, 

And  marches  to  Vienna  with  a finaU  e&ort,  ibid. 

Incenfed  againft  Leopold,  and  why,  3 1 1* 

Appeafed  by  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  312. 

Gives  ont  the  order  of  battle  againft  the  Turks,  writ  with 
his  own  hand,  316. 

Copy  of  that  order,  ibid,  & feq . 

Gains  a compleat  victory  over  the  Infidels,  3*4* 

Sufpends  the  greedinefs  of  the  foldiers  after  plunder,  by  keep- 
ing them  all  night  under  arms,  ibid . 

Dilierent  opinions  with  regard  to  his  condu&  ia  this  parti- 
cular, ibid. 

Hi*triumph  at  Vienna,  330,  & ftq* 

His  interview  with  Leopold,  333. 

Marches  againft  the  Turks,  336. 

Defigns  to  gain  a viflory  without  the  German  army  that  ac- 
companied him,  338.  !* 

Delmed  by  fome  of  his  men,~339. 

Is  in  danger  of  his  life,  340. 

His  anxiety  on  account  of  his  ion,  ibid,  and  341, 

His  defeat,  340,  and  341* 

Takes  his  revenge,  aflifted  by  the  Imperial  army,  34$,  & M* 
Gains  a compleat  vidoiy  over  the  Turks,  346* 

Makes  bimfelf mafter orStrigonk,  347,  348* 

Delivers  it  up  to  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  348* 

His  return  to  Cracow,  351. 

Marches  to  befiege  Kaminieck,  356. 

Takes  Jaflowiecz  by  the  way,  ibid* 

Lays  afide  the  intended  fiege,  and  why,  3^0. 

Erelts  a fortification  again#  Kaminieck,  and  with  what  view, 
361. 

Draws  towards  Leopol,  ibid. 

Is  presented  from  crufhing  the  Tartars,  how,  and  upon  What 
occafion,  ibid* 

Hinders  their  incurfions  into  Poland,  to  the  great  benefit  of 
the  kingdom,  and  by  what  means,  36a,  363. 

Takes  the  Jefuit  Vote  too  much  into  favour,  365. 
DifTatisfa&ion  of  the  nation  upon  that  account,  ibid. 

And 
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And  of  Lewis  XIV.  ibid.  1 > . * *? 

The  King  of  France’s  reafon,  ibid. 

Sobiefki  refumes  his  defign  of  bdieging  Kaminieck,  370* 

Falla  tfcfc ibid. 

Falfe  fufpicionsof  the  Court  of  Vienna,  ibid.  . . 

Mortifying  mm  that  he  receives*  ihid. 

DifTembles  his  concern,  371.  , 

Marches  to  the  conqueft  of  Moldavia,  and  Walachia,  with 
what  view,  and  upon  what  pretence,  380,  < 

Receives  the  fubmiflion  of  the  Moldavian  Prince,  383.  . 
Makes  his  entry  into  Yaffi , the  capital  of  Moldavia,  385* 
His  tendemefs  towards  that  city,  ibid*  .1 

Becomes  marter  of  Walachia,  386.  ,1 

Extends  his  views  of  conqueft  ftill  farther^  ibid. 

Deceived  by  the  Emperor,  and  how,  387. 

Obliged  to  retreat,  388, 

Returns  to  YaJJi , 389. 

Sets  out  upon  march  towards  Poland,  390, 

Alters  his  refoiution,  ibid. 

Is  a benefactor  to  the  conquered  people,  391. 

Arrives  at  Leopol,  where  he  treats  with  the  Mufcovite  Am- 
bafladors,  and  upon  what  fubjeCt,  392. 

Uppn  terms  which  difpleafe  the  nation,  393.  * 1 

Other  fubjefts  of  difeontent  given  by  him  and  the  Queen,  <b/d. 
Endeavours  to  reconcile  the  hhifraatic  Bilhops  of  Poland  to 
the  Romilh  communion,  394.  v 

His  quarrel  with  Rome,  and  for  what,  395, 

Bad  Hate  of  his  health,  396.  _ > 

Does  not  hinder  hisgoing  to  Zolkiew,  with  what  view,  397. 
Sends  to  Kaminieck  to  treat  about  the  exchange  of  prifoners, 

398>  399-  ~ . * . , ■ * 

His  projeds  fufpe£ted  of  felf  intereft,  ana  with  reafon,  400. 
A refoiution  taken  to  bombard  Kaminieck,  ibid . 

The  King’s  dilbrder  obliges  him  to  give  qp  the  command  to 
Prince  James,  401. 

Repents  that  he  did  not  accept  the  Crown  Of  Hungary  for  his 
eldefl;  fon  Prinop  James,  409. 

His  defignof  tranfmitting  to  him  the  Qrowo  of  Poland.  409. 
Sends  away  the  Queen  at  the  rime  of  the  Diet  s hiring  at 
Grodno,  and  for  what  reafons,  415* 

Returns  to  Warfaw,  416. 

Vexations  he  undergoes  on  account  of  the  Princefs  RadziwiPs 
breaking  her  promife  to  frince  James,  418. 

Marches- with  his  army,  and  with  what  view,  419. 

Paffes  ths  Prurivio  order  to  enfure  his  ppffoftoa  of  Wala- 
chia, ibid. 

Obliged  to  return  to  Polan3,  4*5. 

Reproached  with  his  condu&  in  full  Diet,  424* 

Exprefles  an  inclination  to  abdicate,  and  upon  what  occa/ion, 

427*  ' • . . - c 
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Soon  drops  that  defign,  ibid.  ‘ 

Exztfperates  the  nation  mpre  and  more,  how,  and  upon  what 
occafion,  432,  & fcq*  ' r . ^ 

His  hefitation  between  Lewis  XIV.  and  L&Jpold,  for  What 
• reafons,  439.  ] ‘ ' 

Commits  a fault,  and  upon  what  (^afion,  ^41/ ! ; G ,M  - ■*  ■ 
Another  attempt  upon  Moldavia  and  Walachia,  but'  ftffr  with- 
out fuccefs,  447.  if feq.  ■ / £ * 

Supplies  the  Coflacks  with  deaths  and  money  dt  hisowiipri- 
. vate  expence,  to  h alien  their  jun&ioA  withtnePdles,  447. 
This  campaign  is  bis  Tall,  450.  J " '**/■ 

Employs  himfelf  wholly  in  the  internal  admimltedort  bf  the 
kingdom,  451.  ; ~’n\ 

His  weak  and  exhaulted  Rate,  and  its  cbnfequences,  ibfdi  atrd  - 
476  ' ’ i;  '■  '• 

Rge&a  the  propofals  of  peace  made  to  him  by  the  Sultan 
Acnmet,  453.  ' * 

With  what  view,  ibid.  < ,A*i,l“iv' 

Being  detained  by  illnefs  at  Zolkiew,  fends  Umberfals  to 
put  off  the  Diet,  461.  ^ ' : ' • 

Commiffions  the  Primate  to  publilh  them,  contrary  to  form, 46 2. 
Difturbances  upon  that  account,  ibid.  & fey. 

Endeavours,  but  in  vain,  to  foften  the  Bifhop  of  Wihta  with 
regard  to  his  excommunication  of  Sapieha,  464*  " : 

Sends  a plan  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  relating  to  the  foc- 
ceffion  ofSpain,  465.  ' r 

With  what  view  466. 

Succeeds  in  his  defign,  ibid. 

His  illnefs  contributes  to  fave  the  republic  from  its  own  mad- 
nefs,  and  how,  478.  3 : 

Vexations  he  fuffers,  ibid. 

Seeks  his  conlolation  in  religion  and  philofophy,  480. 

His  paflionate  expreflion  againft  his  phyfician,  Jon*%  48 1 . 

. Repents  of  it,  4S2. 

Retufes  to  make  his  will,  484. 

His  death,  485.  ' '■  ' ’ 

Moreri  and  Mafliiet  miftaken  in  his  age,  ibid.  Note/' 

His  panegyric  com  poled  and  fpoken  by  the  StarOft  of  Odo- 
Unowfki,  now  King  Stanillas  of  Poland;  ibid. 

Obje&ioris  to  bis  chamber,  ibid,  arid  486.  L - i; 

Hifputps  about  his  treafure,  ibid.  ' ‘ * 

It  is  removed  into  'France,  and  hbw,  487.  * 

Dilafters  of  his  family,  ibid,  and  488!  ^ 

Elogium  of  John  Sobielki,  489,  j I - 1 

Sobiejki  (Mark)  grandfather  by  the  father’s*  fide  to  John  Sobi- 
efki,  68. 

His -exploits  and  death  , 69.  - ^ 

Sobiejki  (another  Mark)  brother  to  Johh,  his  education,  and  tem- 
per, 7i* 

7 ravels  withhis  brother,  72  JifJeq. 

Returns 
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Returns  home  with  him  to  defend  his  country,  73. 

His  tragical  death,  77.. 

S oliman  ifif.  fucceeds  Mahomet  IV.  in  the  Throne  of  the  Otto- 
man Empire,  a weak  and  contemptible  Prince,  421 . 

His  death,  450. 

Solim  , Seraikies  of  the  army  at  Kaminieck,  marches  againft 
Sobieiki  coming  to  befiege  that  place,  3 £7,  358/' 

Acquires  great  glory  in  this  campaign,  362.  ' 

I^defeatea-by  the  Dukeof  Lorrain,  391,  405*  '* 

Seeks  an  afylum  at  Belgrade,  and  upon  whatoccafion,  ibid. 
His  army  marches  directly  to  Con  Hand  nople,*  to  dethrone  the 
Sultan,  ibid. 

His  tragical  end,  406.  > 

Staremberg,  (the  Count  of)  Governor  of  Vienna*  his  behavi- 
our at  the  fiege  of  that  city  in  1683,  299,  303,  iifeq. 

Is  wounded,  303.  * 

Is  honoured  with  the  Golden  Fleece,  and  the  Haff*  df  ?ield- 
Marihal,  336. 

Starafij.  what  it  means  in  Poland,  98,  Note. 

Strigonia , taken  from  the  Turks  by  John  Sobielki,  348. 

Delivered  up  to  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  ibid. 

SuiderJkij  placed  at  the  head  of  the  confederate  army,  89. 

Upon  what  occa&on,  88. 

The  meaning  of  a confederacy  of  the  army,  ibid L 
Power  of  its  chief,  £9.  V 

Sulkrwjki , a Polifh  Deputy,  at  the  in  (ligation  of  the  Imperial 
faction,  diffolves  the  Diet,  and  difappears,  429. 

The  members  ieparate,  430. 

The  war  againft  the  Turks  continued  in  virtue  of  the  league, 
but  feebly,  ibid. 

Szopa , the  hall  in  which  the  Senate  aftembles  in  the  field  of 
election,  123, 

Its  form  altered,  130. 

T. 

Tartan,  (the)  a (hort  view  of  that  people  in  their  military  ca- 
pacity, neceflary  to  underftand  the  hiftory  of  John  Sobieiki, 
29,  CsT/y. 

Thei;  principal  wars  with  Poland,  40,  74,  79,  99,  feq. 
212,  tjfeq.  437,  & feq.  449. 

With  Poland  and  the  Empire  united,  294,  Csf/f.  358,  372* 
387,436,478. 

The  firmnefs  of  feme  prifoners  of  that  nation  in  refufing  to 
join  in  a falfe  accufation  of  John  Sobiefld,  168,  Note. 

They  poilon  a lake  near  Cornar,  and  upon  what  occafion, 
390? 

Their  incurnons  into  the  Palatinate  of  Rufiia,  442. 

Bum  only  the  villages  belonging  to  the  King  of  Poland,  ibid. 
Odiym  againft  France  upon  that  account,  ibid. 

Tartars  (the)  of  Budziack,  who  they  are,  386,  Note. 

Tartars  (the)  of  Crim,  auxiliaries  to  Poland,  84, 

Tartars, 
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Turton  (th$  «f (be  ##.daogef*«f  'mmm&toPetmd, 

3S8- 

Bywhatmeans,  359.  . ^ 

Harafs  the  Poles  at  the  tkae  of  their  attempt  upeaKaminieck, 
360,  &J*q . “I  . * . ' . 

Teii  (Caillet  de),  a ConafeUor  of  the  Parliament,  AmhtSkdorin 
Poland,  and  for  w h*t  pnrpofe,  435,  .. 

T ekeli,  made  King  of  Upper  Hungary  by  Mahomet  IV.  194.; 
Lays  open  to  the  Turks  theeoad  & Vienna  * rW.  v = . 

His  inaction,  and  upon  what  oecafioq^  34$,, 

Sent  to  Con  ft  anti  no  pie  in  fetters,  352.  •,»  i >• 

Courage  of  his  wife  in  defending  the  fortrefs  of  ^tfangata,4J0S* 
She  is  at  length  taken,  carried  to  Vienna,  and  jQpnfmedia  a 
convent,  ibid. 

He  is  fet  at  liberty,  and  wanders  about  in  diftant  provinces,  ih. 
Liberality  of  the  Turks  to  him,  409.  , , . 

Is  declared  Prince  of  Tract  .439.. 

Tntnfjlvdnia  (the  Prince  of)  is  a candidate  fort  the  Crown  of 
Poland  after  the  death  ofMfchud,  »9»*  1 ; 

Does  not  even  divide  the  fuffrages,  193* 

Trembvwla,  a fortrefs.  at  the.  eftttance  of  PodoUa*  itniitaatknt* 
223,  224.  See  Knr*-Mufiapba< 

Trofii,  The  Poldh  Envoy  at  Conftantinopk,  font  to  the  Seven 
Towers,  292. 

Carried  in  chains  to  the  ilege  of  Vienna  by  Kara-Muftapha, 
325,  326. 

Great  danger  he  ,waa  in,  326. 

Trzibijki  (Andrew)  Interrex  of  Poland  a&erthe  death  of  Czar* 
tordki,  198. 

Service  done  by  him  to  John  Sobieiki,  and  upon  ? what  occa* 
fion,  203. 

Miiles  the  Primacy,  209. 

Turks  (the)  a fliort  view  of  that  people  in  their  mHitory  capa- 
city, neceffary  to  underftand.the  hiftory  of  John  Sobieiki,  32, 
&>’>?• 

Their  principal  wan  with  PoUnd,  undar  Mahomet  IV.  1 50, 
IS/eq.  *15,  237. 

With  Poland  and  the  Empwcf  trailed,  293,  fi  557*  372. 

387-  

With  the  Venetians  netted  in  a league  with  Poland,  the  Bra. 
pire,  and  Mufcovy,  392.  i-  <.  .iv . >- 

Origin  of  their  uftng  horfe-tails  for  banners,  150*  < 

Debated  at  Choezin  by John,  ^obiefiu#  iBa*  ^ * 

And  at  Vienna,  324.  ;w 

U.  , , . ^ 

Ukraine  (the)  added  to  the  P#Mk  twkoriee  by  Stephen  Battori, 
74.'  ■ m - 

Its  extent,  ibid.  * v 

dJiadiJlas  VL  fon  of  Jagellon^afonads  the  . throne  of  Poland  at  ten 
years  old,  62. 

Takes 
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Takes  intohis  hands  the  reins  of  government  at  eighteen,  ibid. 
Is  crowned  King  of  Hungary,  ibid. 

His  wars  With  Amurath  II.  ibid* 

His  tragical  eftdy  63*  ^ f { * 

Wadtjlm  VI I.  King  of  Poland,  ion  of  Sigifmund  III.  and  bro- 
ther to  Ca£mk  V.  70.  ; 

Remarkable  circumftance  at  hfe ele&ioh, 124/  ' 

• • Hie  death,  75*  -■  " * - * ' * > '■ 

Uladijlas  Loketek>  has  recourfe  to  Pope  John  XXII.  for  leave  to 
be  King  of  Poland,  50.  • 1 

Isdepofed,  o. 

Unitarian  (the)  tenets  of  that  they'  are  peofcribed  in  Po- 
land, and  upon  what  occafjon,  84. 

" ' . V* 

Varvods  of  Poland,  6. 

Valois  (Henry  of)  King  of  Poland,  3, 

Oppofition  to  his  being  crowned,  18. 

Menaced  with  Depofition,  his  flight,  19. 

Venda , Queen  of  Poland,  3.  • N 

FtnttidMs  (the)  enter  into  a league  with  Poland  and  other  powers, 
againft  whom,  35J. 

V Ha,  (the  right  of)  13.  • - , 

Itsefle&s,  53,  92^  412,  429. 

Fkntta  befieged  by  the  Turks,  297, 

State  of  the  city  at  that  Time,  ibid. 

Heroic  a&ion  of  a Chriftian  foldier  at  that  fiege,  304. 
lift  of  the  Chrifban  Princes,  313.  Divifions  among  them, 

3 14- 

The  city  reduced  to  extremities,  ibid* 

Joy  at  the  news  of  the  arrival  of  the  Polifh  troops,  320. 

The  a&ion  begins,  321, 

Detail  Of  the  battle,  ibid • IS  feq* 

Ina&ion  of  Kara  Muflapha’s  troops,  and  to  what  owing,  323. 
The  city  delivered,  324. 

Rich  booty  gained  by  the  German  and  Poiiih  troops,  after  the 
defeat  of  the  Turks,  326. 

A Aandard  taken  for  that  of  Mahomet,  3 27. 

And  fent  to  the  Pope,  328. 

Mare  of  the  Virgm  found  in  the  Vifir^s  tent,  327. 

Falfe  accounts  of  the  number  of  the  (lain  in  this  famous  action, 
328,  329. 

Votay  a Jefuit  lent  by  Leopold  to  the  King  of  Poland,  upon  what 
pretence,  363, 

With  what  view,  ibid. 

Becomes  a favourite  with  the  King,  and  how,  365. 

What  follows  from  it,  ibid. 

Helps  to  cure  Prince  James’s  jealoufy  of  his  brother,  446^  447, 
Attends  the  King  conflamly  in  hi*  laft  fllnefs,  480. 
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w. 

Walachia,  the  ancient  and  prefent  ft&te  of  that  province,  380. 
Submits  to  Sobieiki,  386. 

Puts  itfelf  under  the  Emperor's  prote&ion,  422. 

WaUUck  (the  Prince  of)  heads  the  troops  of  the  circles  againft 
the  Turks,  at  the  fiege  of  Vienna,  313. 

Wielopoljki , Grand-Chancellor  of  the  Crown  of  Poland,  takes 
upon  him  the  office  of  making  an  apology  to  Lewis  XIV. 

a infult  that  made  it  neceflary,  369. 

His  death,  432. 

Sufpe&ed  of  having  entered  into  a confpiracy  againft  the 
King,  ibid. 

Sobiefki’s  behaviour  upon  this  occafion,  and  its  confequences, 

433* 

Wiefnvwiejki  (Demetrius)  Palatine  of  Beta,  fucceeds  John  Sobi-  * 
eiki  in  the  Petty-Generalihip  of  Poland,  98. 

Is  made  Grand-General,  234* 

Wiefno'wiejki  (Michael)  fee  Michael. 

Wilrta , the  capital  of  Lithuania,  befieged  by  the  Poles,  85. 
Obftinacy  and  cruelty  of  the  Mufcovite  who  defended  the  ci- 
tadel, ibid. 

Confequences  of  his  behaviour,  and  his  tragical  end,  86. 
Honours  (hewn  to  John  Sobieiki  by  that  city,  416. 

Wirtemberg  (the  Prince  of)  Colonel  of  a regiment  of  that  namt. 
Wounded  at  the  fiege  of  Vienna,  in  doing  the  duty  of  a Cap* 
tain,  3*6. 

Wola  (the  field  of)  the  place  where  the  Kings  of  Poland  are 
elected,  122.  > 

Defcription  of  an  efe&ion,  /uch  as  it  ought  to  be,  ibid,  if  feq. 

Y. 

YaJJi>  the  capital  of  Moldavia,  a defcription  of  it,  384. 

2. 

Zalujki , receives  a wound  at  the  battle  of  Choczin,  intended  for 
John  Sobieiki,  181. 

Ziemovit , Sovereign  of  Poland,  a martial  Prince,  59. 

Zolkienxfka  (Theophila),  wife  to*  James  Sobieiki,  70. 

Retires  into  Italy  after  the  death  of  Mark  Sobieiki,  her  eldeft 
fon,  77. 

ZolkitvjJki , grandfather  by  the  mother’s  fide  to  John  Sobieiki, 
67. 

His  victory  over  the  Mufcovites,  ibid.  ' 

Is  defeated  by  the  Turks  and  Tartars,  ibid. 

Tragical  death  of  him  and  his  fon,  ibid. 

Another  fon,  who  had  undertaken  to  avenge  them,  periflies 
in  the  attempt,  68. 

Zuraftvno  (peace  of)  between  the  Turks  and  the  Poles,  249, 
& fei . 
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